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Reader Questions
Letter on Poinsettias
Well, now I’ve heard it all. In your

January 5th edition of The (Westfield)
Leader, Patricia Quattrocchi, who is ap-
parently the permanent Republican can-
didate for Union County freeholder and
incredibly frequent complainer in letters
to the editor about every move made by
the freeholder board, is now complaining
about holiday poinsettias. I had to read
her letter twice to be sure it wasn’t just an
elaborate joke.

Ms. Quattrocchi, who apparently spent
the evening wandering the administra-
tion building counting flowerpots, did
some investigative work and found that
these flowers were supplied by a (gasp)
local florist. I wonder if this is how Jack
Abramoff got his start. I’m sure that if
there had been no flowers at all, Ms.
Quattrocchi would have complained that
the freeholders themselves were Scrooges.
And I suppose next week she’ll write a
letter about the county government is
wasting water on them. Perhaps it’s time
for her to find another hobby.

John Boyle
Westfield

Before I leave the Office of the Gover-
nor and return to the New Jersey Senate
full time, I want to thank you for the
confidence you have placed in me and for
your understanding and support.

When I took office in November of
2004, I was scared to death. I did not
know what to expect from the job or
myself. Or, for that matter, what to expect
from a public who had no clue who Dick
Codey was. I thought of my parents who
always gave me good advice. They told
me: “If you can keep your sense of humor,
stay humble, be true to your principles
and do what you think is best, you’ll come
out okay.” I hope my parents and their
parents can look down with some satis-
faction that I have at least partially re-paid
the huge debt the Codey clan owes this
state.

For me, I look back with dignity at the
time I served and take pride in our achieve-
ments. My administration took on some
pretty difficult tasks, we made some tough
choices, but in the end New Jersey is in
better shape than when we got here and
that is all we can ask.

I have told it like it is since the day I
took over, trusting the public with truth
and the options. The public can handle a
lot more straight talk than people think,
and they deserve more than they have
been given in the past.

We improved ethics in New Jersey
government by passing the toughest ban
on pay-to-play of any state, anywhere in

Talk of Anti-Semitism
Untrue, Undemocratic
In past years when I visited my family

in Westfield, the menorah was placed
directly in front of the Nativity scene,
thus obscuring it, which was disrespect-
ful. This year, I am pleased to see that it
was moved to the side. But why not have
the menorah in a separate place and avoid
all this bad feeling? To say comments
about this are anti-Semitic is untrue and
undemocratic.

What hope is there for the world if even
in a small town like Westfield, the com-
munity cannot reach a compromise?

Jeannie Lucas
Westfield

Siano Believes “What We Have Here
Is A Failure To Communicate”

Shoppers Should Not Park in Spaces
Designated for Pregnant Women

Separation of Church and State
Does Not Appear in Constitution

Thank You Citizens; I Vow to
Continue Fighting For NJ

America. We made ethics training man-
datory for every state worker, restored the
Office of the Public Advocate and created
the post of Inspector General. We banned
junk food and soda from schools and
persuaded the Giants and Jets to work
together to build a new stadium at no cost
to New Jersey taxpayers. We cut the New
Jersey budget more than anyone ever has
before and still found the money to ex-
pand health insurance for the working
poor, while finally raising a minimum
wage that has lagged behind that of our
neighboring states.

Our schools are safer, our budget more
responsible and our residents better off
than they were 13 months ago. We have
brought a new respect and compassion
for the concerns of individuals with men-
tal illness and have committed to, above
all else, governing in a different way.

I wish all the best to the people of New
Jersey. You have given me the opportu-
nity to accomplish so much, and you have
opened your hearts and minds to the mes-
sage my courageous wife, Mary Jo, has
delivered on the stigma of mental illness
and postpartum depression. May we never
again pretend the issues of mental illness
do not exist in our society.

As I move forward in my public service
career, I will continue to fight for what I
believe to be right for the Garden State, its
present, its future and its people. Thank
you for standing by me as I served as your
governor – it was an honor and a blessing.

I write in response to Aaron Turnof’s
letter to the editor (“Destruction of Con-
stitutional Right; The Separation of
Church and State”) that appeared in last
week’s edition of The Westfield Leader.
In his letter, Mr. Turnof expressed his
“outrage” over the nativity scene that
appears in front of the Westfield train
station and bemoaned “the destruction of
our constitutional right of the separation
of church and state.”

Unfortunately for Mr. Turnof, the text
of the U.S. Constitution provides for no
such right. Instead, the First Amendment
actually states that: “Congress shall make
no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof.” At the time of the adoption of
the Bill of Rights, an “established reli-
gion” generally was one that was able
(with the assistance of government) to
require official assent to promulgated
creed or doctrine, to collect taxes in sup-
port of that religion, and to require atten-

dance at worship services. Clearly, the
Westfield nativity scene does not threaten
an “establishment of religion” within the
proper historical meaning of that phrase.

The source for the phrase “separation of
church and state” is not the U.S. Constitu-
tion or an Act of Congress but an 1802
private letter from Thomas Jefferson to the
Danbury Baptist Association of Connecti-
cut. It is also important to note that Jefferson
did not attend the Constitutional Conven-
tion nor did he take part in the ratification
debates. Despite these facts, politicized
courts have decided to take Jefferson’s
views on this subject as dispositive and
have generally supported efforts to ex-
clude religion from the public square.
Hopefully, judges will soon stop using
arcane and irrelevant historical references
and “penumbras” to implement their own
policy preferences and will return to their
proper role as interpreters of law.

John Schwartz
Westfield

On New Year’s Eve, I had the unfortu-
nate need to do my food shopping. Our
family does all their food shopping at the
Garwood Shop Rite and for those of you
that shop there, you can understand how
busy they are on any holiday weekend. I
am five weeks away from giving birth to
my third child and luckily for me Shop
Rite is gracious enough to provide two
parking spaces specifically for women
carrying an extra person in our bellies,
many times with other small ones in tow.

I pulled into the people crazed parking
lot and over to the “expectant mothers”
spots only to find a man sitting in one spot
drinking coffee with his car running. I
decided to get out of my car and politely
knock on the man’s window and ask him
to vacate the spot. He said something to
me with his window up that I did not hear
and assuming that he was going to be
courteous enough to move, I got back in
my car and waited. He sat in his car and
continued to drink his coffee. I got back
out of my car and again knocked on his
window, parted my coat to show just how
pregnant that I am and pointed to the sign.

He rolled down his window and told
me to park in a handicap spot! I told him
that I am not handicapped and these are
the spots that Shop Rite provides for
pregnant women. He then said to me that
he was waiting for his wife and asked me,
“What if my wife is in there shopping and
she is pregnant?” Mind you that this man
was well into retirement age. I suppose he
could have had a pregnant wife shopping,

but I told him that I don’t think that this is
what Shop Rite had in mind and asked
him to wait for his wife somewhere else.
He begrudgingly moved. When my sister
was pregnant she had a similar experi-
ence at this location. Knowing the non-
pregnant person was in the store, she went
to the store manager who made an an-
nouncement over the PA system kindly
asking that customers leave these two
spots available for pregnant women. Upon
leaving the store the same car was still
parked in the expectant mothers spot.

Unfortunately, I feel compelled to tell
this story because this is only the fourth
time in three pregnancies that I have been
able to park in the designated spots. I
believe there are many women that have
been pregnant since that Shop Rite was
built and would like to use those spots. I
certainly do not want to imply that only
men are the inconsiderate ones here. Oth-
ers have reported to me that they have
seen many women getting out of their
cars from those spots sporting “belly
shirts” or are well beyond their childbear-
ing years.

Hopefully my little story of New Year’s
inconsideration will ring home and the
next time someone thinks about parking
in the Shop Rite “Expectant Mother’s”
spot, or any special condition spot, they
will change their mind and give us
momma’s the break that Shop Rite and
other merchants are trying to give us!

Jacquie Urbano
Westfield

It seems that rather more heat than light
was shed on the question of the placement
of the menorah (near and in front of the
crèche) that I raised. The letter writers
who responded to my questions last week
and two weeks ago seem to have been
quite offended that this question could be
raised and imputed to me quite incorrect
motives and views.

I never questioned the presence of the
menorah; I questioned its placement, quite
a different thing. More to the point, I
questioned, “Did the two groups who
placed these important symbols of their
faith consult one another and agree on the
placement?” No letter writer (or caller, or
reporter) deigned to address this.

And I did not say, contrary to the letters
of Pamela Musat and of Jeffrey Laderman,
that the menorah “blocked” anything. Seen
from the side, it is, after all, quite thin.

The characterization of my nine que-
ries as a “tirade” by the headline writer of
the Westfield Leader, as an “epistle” and
a “poisonous little manifesto” “unfit for
publication,” and “ugly and mindless,”
by Robert Ratner, as anti-Semitic by Len
Berman and exposing a “Menorah Con-
spiracy” as suggested by Martin Silverman
are all quite over the top. Blinded by rage,
prose, as well as reason, comes up a little
short.

Three of the seven letters (Silverman,
Berman and Turnof) suggest that the Christ-
mas symbols be removed from public places
in Westfield, a far more radical solution
than anything suggested by my naive little
questions. Is there a war on Christmas? Mr.
Berman, who castigates me for “asking
other Westfield Christians to support me in
my tirade against the menorah” (I did no
such thing), expressed the hope “that those
who agree with him are few in number.”
Judging by the number of calls from strang-
ers to me expressing their support, his hope
is quite unrealized.

What we have here is a failure to com-

municate, I think. But the failure is not so
much between me and the seven other
letter writers but rather among the leaders
of the Westfield religious community who
have failed in their duty to promote mu-
tual respect between the congregations.

Donald Siano
Westfield

Police, Fire and Rescue
Make Santa Run a Joy

A sincere and heartfelt thank you to the
Fanwood Fire Department, Fanwood
Police Department and Fanwood Rescue
Squad members who helped make the
annual Santa Run such a delight.

The looks of wonder on the children’s
faces as Santa hopped off the fire truck
and gave them their presents was magi-
cal. The hours of hard work that went into
the event are certainly appreciated. The
Santa Run is one of the things that help
make Fanwood a special community.

The Ryan and McCallion Families
Fanwood

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tol – To take away
2. Icteritious – Having yellow skin due

to jaundice
3. Casings – Cattle manure dried and

used as fuel
4. Casefy – To make or become

cheeselike

TAUPE
1. A dark, brownish gray
2. Roily; muddy; filthy
3. Tapering to a point
4. Reluctant; unwilling

TACHYDROMIAN
1. Of or like a sea slug or shell-less snail
2. A water wheel, consisting of two

tapering shells, one within the other
3. Any of a family of wading birds

related to the plovers
4. The single-humped camel

HARBOROUGH
1. A lodging or inn
2. A loading dock
3. A city or town located adjacent to an

ocean, bay or large body of water
4. Town government building; city hall

SANNUP
1. A pleasant stroll
2. A hammock
3. A gum resin which oozes from the

Indian hemp
4. A male American Indian who is

married

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Do the Laws, Legislation and
Courts Require a Harsh Spotlight?
Mr. Craig Nowlin’s letter on page 5 triggers thoughts

on legislation and how the law works in our land. Mr.
Nowlin is a member of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education (SP-F BOE). He ponders how to
deal with the plethora of laws in existence, including
those pending. He alludes to the concept that laws
involving education seem boundless. He cites con-
versations with Assemblyman Jon Bramnick and his
writings on the subject. Mr. Nowlin calls for rectifi-
cation.

Mr. Bramnick tells striking tales about how things
happen (or don’t happen) in Trenton. It seems that
those on the assembly floor often have little input.
The majority leader, the minority leader, assistant
leaders and whips orchestrate what comes to the
assembly floor. Mr. Bramnick, in his good-natured
way, says that now that he is assistant minority whip,
at least he has “a seat at the table.”

Mr. Nowlin and the SP-F BOE no doubt are bur-
dened by negotiations on the teachers’ contract. This
can be a monumental task for volunteers who have
pledged to serve the interests of the community and
our local teachers, while being pitted against om-
nipotent pressure from the NJEA – the teachers
union. Even many teachers shun the NJEA as an
organization too powerful that seems to represent not
the members, but more the interests of perpetuating
supremacy of the union leadership. Of course, few
teachers or politicians will say this in public for fear
of being ostracized.

Also on Page 5 is a press release from Assembly
Deputy Majority Leader Neil Cohen of Union about
bill A-2512, now to become law, that will “lift the veil
of immunity that shields religious institutions and
other non-profit organizations from civil liability
when their members or employees exploit their po-
sitions to molest children. This is not about punish-
ing charitable organizations; this is about protecting
victims of abuse and assault, and providing access to
justice.”

Who could refute such a rightful call as made by
Mr. Cohen? But then it comes to mind, “how could
this not already be a crime and why is another law
needed?” The answer seems to be in the difference
between criminal law and civil law – and that civil
law now seems to be overwhelming criminal law as
being applied in our society.

Since there’s no money in criminal law, is it now
waning? There’s big money in civil law. Is it, then,
the reason that legislation such as the above by Mr.
Cohen seems merely to be expanding the litigate
market? But what does this say about justice? And
what does this say about an even a more remote
concept – about right and wrong?

Admittedly, one must avoid espousing expertise in
such matters in view of the many legal scholars in our
community. Fortunately, most of them relish and

encourage a layman’s discourse – or at least tolerate
it. Judge Jack Boyle patiently smiles when such
conversations arise. With that disclaimer, the subject
can be broached.

In criminal law, one can be fined and/or go to jail.
The state pays the prosecuting attorney and perhaps
even the defending attorney. In civil law, one must
pay for one’s attorney and only money changes hands
– no one goes to jail. Attorneys on civil suits tradi-
tionally work for “a percentage of the take” – usually
about one third. Awards are now growing to millions
of dollars.

In criminal law, there is a “presumption of inno-
cence” and it requires establishment of guilt “beyond
a reasonable doubt.” In civil law, it’s not the case –
just “a preponderance of the evidence” of which the
standards are lowered, even permitting hearsay, and
there are only cash awards.

Perhaps not mainstream or even scholarly, Wendy
McElroy of independent.org wrote an essay in August
of 2004 entitled “Criminal versus Civil Remedies for
Intentional Wrongs.” In the article, she writes, “On
October 3, 1995, O.J. Simpson was found not guilty of
murder by a jury in criminal court. On February 4,
1997, a civil jury found him liable for the death of
Ronald Goldman and awarded $8.5 million in com-
pensatory damages to Goldman’s family.

“For many people, the Simpson saga was their first
exposure to the fact that both criminal and civil courts
can be used to address the same offense and that the
two proceedings can reach dramatically different
conclusions.

“The proper purposes of civil law are generally
stated as compensation for actual damages suffered
by the victim and, in cases of intentional wrongs,
where both compensatory and punitive damages are
recoverable, compensation and deterrence.”

She writes that the standards of evidence in civil
court are lower because the risk is “only of losing
money.” Further, as evidenced in the Kobe Bryant
case, “there is a danger that civil procedures may start
to substitute for criminal ones…In short, the public
perception that a verdict of civil liability is equivalent
to criminal guilt could ruin a person’s life.”

Ms. McElroy concludes, “The increased use of civil
courts to address what have been traditionally consid-
ered criminal matters may well lead to a reevaluation of
civil procedures. Until then, whatever flaws exist in the
two competing systems of justice along which Ameri-
can society has been organized are likely to be high-
lighted by a harsh spotlight. Perhaps this is a good
thing.”

We agree with Mr. Nowlin’s concerns, appreciate
Mr. Bramnick’s jocular enlightenment, savor Judge
Boyle’s patience and recognize Mr. Cohen’s good
intentions. To Ms. McElroy, we say, “this is our harsh
spotlight.”

Resolution for New Year: Make
Donations to SP-F Food Pantry

Here is a resolution for the new year we
hope everyone in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood will adopt: regularly make do-
nations to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Food Pantry.

Since Labor Day, when Neighbor-to-
Neighbor (NTN) began providing collec-
tion bins at the Scotch Plains and Fanwood
public libraries, donations to the local
food pantry have increased dramatically.
This letter is to thank all who contributed
to the program’s success and to encour-
age everyone living in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood to join us in trying to make 2006
a better year for our neighbors in need.

Charity begins at home. When you
plan where you will make your donations
this year, please put the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Food Pantry on your list. NTN
makes it easy for you. Just place your
contribution of non-perishable foods, gro-
ceries, cleaning products, paper goods
and toiletries in the marked collection
bins inside the local libraries. NTN then
collects and transports these items to the
local food pantry every week.

Now is a great time to painlessly begin.
Take advantage of the January warehouse
and “can can” sales at area supermarkets
and share your bounty with the food pan-
try. For example, if you buy four gallons
of laundry detergent for $5, donate one, or
if you buy 12 cans of vegetables for

$3.48, give two to the food pantry. Both
the food pantry and you will come out
ahead, and you can feel good about help-
ing out someone who needs it.

NTN will continue to help the food
pantry as long as the community supports
it. Remember, all donations to the SP-F
Food Pantry go directly to the needy.
Nothing is wasted. NTN volunteers its
time. No one gets paid. How many orga-
nizations can make that pledge?

Thank you again to all who have helped
make NTN a success. We are counting on
all of you for support.

Gary Herzberg
Scotch Plains

Town Thanked for
Crèche and Menorah
I would like to thank Mayor Skibitsky,

the town council members and town ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea for displaying the
crèche and Menorah to celebrate Christ-
mas and Hanukkah.

The sponsorship of the crèche by the
Westfield Council of the Knights of Co-
lumbus and St. Helen’s church is greatly
appreciated.

Happy New Year.

Tom Madaras
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

Burney Heeney Creative Writing ContestBurney Heeney Creative Writing ContestBurney Heeney Creative Writing ContestBurney Heeney Creative Writing ContestBurney Heeney Creative Writing Contest
You are cordially invited to enter the newspaper’s creative writing contest. It is open to anyone and there is no
entry fee. Entries (700 to 1200 words) must be received by March 1. Winning entries will be published this

spring in the 34th annual edition of This Is Westfield. In the spirit of creative writing,
entries may be of past, present or future; history, commentary, sports, art, humor,
science fiction, essay, mystery, instructive, illustrative or novelette. In some fashion,
there must be a tie to Westfield or surrounding community. Detail rules will be posted
on www.goleader.com by January 15. Judging criteria will include format (spelling and
grammar), creativity (ideas, impact and approach), tightness (clarity, structure) and
depth. Have fun.


