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Courtesy of Woody Woodall for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EXCELLENT’ DESTINATION...Westfield’s Excellent Diner, now located at
Disneyland Paris, is shown here where it was previously located in Wasserlassen,
Germany. While in Germany, operator Woody Woodall served up burgers and
omelets and even introduced Germans to Halloween.

Master Plan Review On
SP Planning Board Agenda

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship planning board will be involved in
updating Scotch Plains’ master plan
this year and integrating a number of
factors that were not issues when the
plan was last examined six years ago.

At the board’s reorganization meet-
ing on Monday evening, Board Vice
Chairman Joseph Doyle listed some of
the items that will be addressed as part
of the re-examination, including the
pending renovation of the Route 22
bridge linking Park Avenue with Bonnie
Burn and New Providence Roads and
how that $15.5 million project will
affect land use and the downtown busi-
ness district. The state Department of
Transportation is expected to begin
construction in mid-2008.

Other matters that will be addressed,
Mr. Doyle said, include “more atten-
tion paid” to open space issues, “how
we fit in with affordable housing”
requirements and the incorporation of
the new storm water management
regulations. Mr. Doyle said he hopes
that state grant money will be avail-
able to assist in the review.

The board also will be addressing a
possible zoning change for the “hedge
property” located next to the municipal
building on Park Avenue. In the wake
of last year’s subdivision approval for
the piece of township-owned property,
the next step in selling it to a private
developer is a rezoning from its present
“P”-Public to a “B-2”-business desig-
nation to make it consistent with the
rest of the downtown business district.
The township council will have to ap-

prove any such change, but wanted to
first consult with the planning board
before moving forward.

The board also anticipates hearing
soon from Union County officials
about the specifics of how the new
children’s farm on the former Sevell
property on Cooper Road will oper-
ate. Late last year, the county ap-
proved a memorandum of under-
standing between the county and
Green Meadows Children’s Farm Co.
for the lease of about 22 acres of the
former Sevell property that will be
turned into an interactive educational
and recreational facility with farm-
related exhibits, tours, pony rides,
hayrides and picnic grounds. The
Cooper Road property was formerly
maintained as a working farm, and
the county, which now owns the prop-
erty, wishes to continue to use it as a
farm to provide educational and vari-
ous recreational opportunities to
county residents.

Some concerns have been raised about
how such a facility will operate within a
mostly residential neighborhood.

At the start of the board’s meeting,
Maria Sartor was re-elected as board
chairwoman, and Mr. Doyle was re-
elected vice chairman. In nominating
Mrs. Sartor for a second term, Mr. Doyle
said she had done “an excellent job in
her first year,” while Mrs. Sartor, in
nominating Mr. Doyle, called him “an
invaluable vice chairman.” Thomas
Quinn of Ferriero Engineering will serve
as the board’s consulting engineer and
Mary Moody will serve as the board’s
professional planner. Dan Bernstein will
again serve as board attorney.

Marks Details $10 Million
Renovation Projects in Budget

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Mar-
tin Marks, providing further details
about the proposed construction and
renovation projects he spoke of in his
New Year’s address last week, said
the projects will be financed prima-
rily by bonds and money from the
township’s open space trust fund.

“We’re not going to see any crush-
ing blow to the (municipal) budget,”
the mayor told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times as he talked about the
projects that, collectively, could cost
more than $10 million, depending on
the ultimate scope of several of them.
The five projects the mayor spoke of
last week include renovation of the
municipal building, a new public
works facility, expansion of the town-
ship library, a new senior community
center, and ballfield expansion and
lighting at Brookside Park.

Saying that “this is something that
has to be done this year,” the mayor
said replacement of the roof and the
heating and ventilation system at the
municipal building was imperative
due to the chronic leaks and faulty
heating and air conditioning that have
plagued the 30-year-old building for
the past several years.

In addition, additional space is also
needed because “in coming years,
there may a need for additional staff-
ing,” he said, adding that an expan-
sion of the building above the police
station, which has no second floor,
would provide a 20 percent increase
in available square footage. He esti-
mated the cost of a renovation and
expansion of the building at $2 to $3
million, which would be financed by
bonds.

The other project slated to be un-
dertaken this year is a new facility for
the township’s public works depart-
ment on Plainfield Avenue. That build-
ing, which was built more than 45
years ago, “is arguably in worse shape
than town hall,” Mayor Marks said,
“and beyond refurbishment.” He said
a new facility will be located on the
existing public works property, but
the logistics of exactly how a new
structure would be built while the
existing structure was still in place
still needs to be determined.

The mayor said the public works
project will cost an estimated $2 to $3
million, adding that if the municipal
building and public works projects
were combined into one bond offer-
ing, the debt service on that bond
would equal about one municipal tax
point, or about $95,000 to $100,000
annually.

The state government monitors the
finances of municipalities, including
how much outstanding debt they have
issued. Using various formulas, the
state watches to make sure a town’s
debt load does not grow to where it’s
approaching or exceeding state-de-
termined ceilings. In Scotch Plains’

case, the present debt level is very
low, and even with several million
dollars in new bond issues to cover
the proposed projects, the township’s
debt level would still be well below
those state ceilings. In addition, the
mayor noted, the township this year
will be retiring a $4.3 million bond
from 1994, thus freeing up new bond
financing for the two most urgently-
needed projects.

As for an expansion of the library
on Bartle Avenue, the mayor told The
Times he doesn’t see any expansion
occurring this year beyond the
$800,000 project to replace the roof
and windows and upgrade the
building’s bathrooms that is now near-
ing completion. The mayor said the
township council wants to hear from
library personnel about “what their
needs are and what kind of expansion
needs they have” before proceeding
further. He said an architect last year
drew up rough plans for an expansion
that would cost $4 to $5 million, but
the mayor emphasized that “if we do
further expansion, we need to hear
from the library” first about the de-
tails of what is needed.

As for funding any expansion, the
mayor said he’s hopeful that a state
library expansion grant program,
which provides a matching grant of
$1 for every $3 provided by the mu-
nicipality, will have funding avail-
able to help offset whatever the cost
of an expansion ends up being. In
addition to those funds, the township
will also pursue community develop-
ment grants to help finance the project.

The new senior community center
proposed by the mayor last week will
likely be situated at Brookside Park,
although Mayor Marks said he was
not ruling out locating it at the library
“in conjunction with a library expan-
sion.” There is a detailed plan for a
facility at Brookside Park that was
put forth by the recreation commis-
sion.

The mayor said those plans were
drawn up with a focus on what the
commission desired to support its
programs and activities. The esti-
mated $6 million price tag for such a
facility, which would include two
gymnasiums, is too high, the mayor
noted, saying the council will not
allocate funds for a project of that
size and cost. Instead, the recreation
commission will be asked to “priori-
tize what’s needed” before approval
for construction and financing is
given. “The scope and size and cost
need to be scaled back first,” the mayor
said.

He said he envisions a facility with
a meeting room for seniors, a kitchen,
an exercise room and several smaller
rooms that can be used for card play-
ing, etc. Instead of two gymnasiums
as proposed in the plans, one might
suffice, the mayor said, if other gym-
nasiums at area schools are better
utilized. He also pointed to the possi-
bility of a new facility being used for
township summer camp programs.
He said the drawings that have been
already submitted show a building
that “fits in with the surrounding
neighborhood.” The mayor antici-
pates a good deal of the new facility
being financed with money from the
township’s open space trust fund.

Also at Brookside Park, a $1 to $2
million field renovation will include
a new soccer/football field and a new
90-foot lighted baseball diamond. The
mayor said it was unclear if this project
will get underway this year because
the final decision on where to locate
the senior center has yet to be made.
Construction experts are recommend-
ing that if the new facility is located at
Brookside Park, then its construction
and the field renovations should be
done simultaneously.

Scotch Plains
Monday, January 2, a business owner

on East Second Street reported being the
victim of theft. The victim stated that
unknown persons purchased several hun-
dred dollars worth of merchandise with a
fraudulent credit card.

Monday, January 2, a patron at a Route
22 gas station reported being the victim of
harassment. The victim stated that she
was purchasing gas when an individual
made rude comments to her. The incident
is under investigation.

Wednesday, January 4, an East Second
Street business was burglarized overnight.
There were no signs of forced entry. Once
inside, unknown suspects removed electronic
equipment valued at approximately $350.

Thursday, January 5, a Martine Av-
enue resident reported being the victim of
criminal mischief. The victim stated items
were thrown on her lawn overnight.

Thursday, January 5, a patron at a Park
Avenue restaurant stated she was a victim
of harassment. The victim stated that she
was yelled at by one of the workers when
she asked a question.

Fanwood
Tuesday, January 3, Robert W. Lee, Jr.,

44, of Fanwood was arrested on Saville Row
on numerous outstanding warrants and for
allegedly eluding police. Authorities said
Lee led police on a chase from Fanwood into
Westfield, where he escaped apprehension.
According to police, Lee was arrested at his
home when he returned there later that day.

The suspect also was charged with
filing a false police report when he claimed
his car was stolen and that he was not the
driver during the chase. Police surveil-
lance video confirmed his claim to be
false. Lee was being held on $40,000 bail.

Thursday, January 5, David A. Dankwa,
29, of Scotch Plains was arrested after it
was revealed during a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road that there were outstand-
ing warrants for him.

Thursday, January 5, Keith A. Willis,
Jr., 29, of Iselin was arrested on outstand-
ing warrants following a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road.

Friday, January 6, Jay Tomko, 19, of
North Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated following a
motor vehicle accident on Midway Avenue.
According to police, Tomko’s vehicle struck
a tree. He also was charged with possession
of a controlled dangerous substance.

Saturday, January 7, Lorrie Columbus,
38, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant following a motor
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Saturday, January 7, Joshua T. Vouglas,
35, of Flemington was arrested on an
outstanding warrant on Martine Avenue
following a motor vehicle stop.

Sunday, January 8, Linda L. Lashley,
44, of Plainfield was arrested on out-
standing warrants following a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Avenue.

POLICE BLOTTER
Monday, January 9, Tysen R. Privott,

26, of Plainfield was arrested on out-
standing warrants on Midway Avenue
following a motor vehicle stop.

Mountainside
Wednesday, December 28, a theft from a

motor vehicle was reported at a Route 22
restaurant. The victim stated that she parked
her car using the valet service. When she
retrieved her car, she found her purse, which
she had left in the center console, was missing.
The victim reported checks, credit cards, a
medical card, a AAA card and an Illinois
driver’s license were missing. The incident
has been turned over to the police department’s
detective bureau for further investigation.

Thursday, December 29, a theft from a
motor vehicle was reported at a Route 22
theater. The victim stated someone had entered
her vehicle through the rear passenger door and
had thrown personal belongings out of her
center console and glove compartment. Ac-
cording to police, an insurance card and vehicle
registration card were taken from the vehicle.
Police said there was no sign of forced entry.

Thursday, December 29, a second report
of theft from a motor vehicle was reported
at a Route 22 theater. Police said the victim
approached an officer while he was re-
sponding to another incident and reported
that her vehicle had been entered and ran-
sacked. Two business checkbooks were
reportedly taken from the vehicle. Police
said it appeared the suspects were searching
for the insurance and registration cards in
the glove compartment, both of which were
in the possession of the victim at the time.

Thursday, December 29, a third inci-
dent of theft from a motor vehicle was
reported at a Route 22 theater. The victim
reported damage to his driver’s side door
around the door handle. Several items
were reported missing, including a digital
camera, sunglasses, a jacket, $250 in cash
and an insurance card.

Saturday, December 31, Heather T.
Novorro, 18, of Scotch Plains was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated after she was involved in a motor
vehicle accident on Route 22. According
to police, Novorro was driving 65 mph in
a 45 mph zone when she lost control of her
vehicle and struck another vehicle, caus-
ing her vehicle to jump a curb and skid into
the adjacent lane and onto a Sheffield
Street property, where it finally came to a
stop when it struck a building.

Wednesday, January 4, Joseph M.
O’Malley, Jr., 46, of Berkeley Heights
was arrested on Route 22 and charged
with driving while intoxicated and pos-
session of under 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. O’Malley also was charged
with driving with a suspended license.

Wednesday, January 4, a resident of an
assisted living facility reported being the
victim of credit card theft. The victim stated
that two credit cards were stolen from her
room at some point in the last month. Unau-
thorized purchases were made on both ac-
counts in the amount of $1,500. The fraudu-
lent charges are under investigation.

Thursday, January 5, James Roberts,
42, of Plainfield was arrested at the
Plainfield Police Department on outstand-
ing warrants. Bail was set at $800.

Saturday, January 7, a Sawmill Road
resident reported a possible burglary at-
tempt to his home. Upon returning from
vacation, the victim noticed the screen
from a first floor window had been pried
off. Police processed the screen for fin-
gerprints. There were no other signs of
forced entry. The incident has been turned
over to the police department’s detective
bureau for further investigation.

trict attorney offices nationwide.
He noted that the office of New

Jersey Attorney General Peter Harvey,
who is appointed by the governor,
employs more than 900 attorneys. Mr.
Christie said he hopes the attorney
general appointed by Governor-elect
Jon Corzine will be more aggressive.

“His record is his record,” Mr.
Christie said of Mr. Harvey.

Mr. Christie said drug and violent
crime cases could be completed
quickly while white-collar crime
cases involving corruption often take
years before they are prosecuted.

He said most cases in his office were
the result of citizens contacting his
office. He said the prosecution of
former Essex County Executive and
U.S. Senate candidate James Treffinger
came from a campaign volunteer.

As for his future, Mr. Christie did
not say whether he would run for
statewide office. “Who knows,” he
responded. “I decided not to run (for
governor in 2005) because I love this
job. I am here to serve the President
and I will serve the President as long
as he wants me to do that, and then we
will see what happens.”

Hair and Nail Salons Face
Regulations From Borough

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE –For the start
of the new year, members of the
Mountainside Borough Council met
Tuesday evening to discuss two reso-
lutions regarding inspection of
stormwater facilities and regulation
of sanitary practices at places of cos-
metology and hair and nail salons,
which are scheduled for action by the
council on January 17.

According to Mayor Robert
Viglianti, a resolution regarding the
maintenance of the storm water fa-
cilities is scheduled for next week.

The mayor had discussed his con-
cern about the borough’s responsi-
bilities to maintain the stormwater
projects for new construction that has
been mandated by the state. Accord-
ing to the mayor, and the resolution,
Mountainside will not be responsible
for the maintenance or the inspection
of stormwater facilities. This will
come from the property owners,
whether it is commercial or residen-
tial.

According to the resolution, the
only exception to the ordinance would
be if it were specifically approved by
the borough’s planning board, zon-
ing board or by Mountainside’s gov-
erning body or if it were required by
law.

The stormwater ordinance was
passed last November for new devel-
opment and redevelopment.

The second ordinance will regulate
sanitary practices at places of cosme-
tology and hair and nail salons. Ac-
cording to Borough Clerk Judy Osty,
the resolution requires such shops to
obtain a New Jersey State Board of
Cosmetology license along with an
annual borough permit from the
Westfield Regional Board of Health.

Annual fees for a cosmetology per-
mit, hair styling permit and nail salon
permit have been established at $50
annually.

In other business, it was noted that
the pool fees for the 2006 summer
season have risen.

Recreation Director Frank Masella
said the fee for a resident family has
risen from $235 to $245 while the
resident single rate has risen from
$120 to $125. The resident single rate
has gone up from $75 to $85 for the
season.

In addition, the non-resident fam-
ily rate has risen from $440 to $455,
while the non-resident rate has gone

up from $220 to $230. The non-resi-
dent senior rate has also been raised
from $180 to $190 for the season.
Also, the initiation fee has been raised
from $30 to $35 for a non-resident
family and from $15 to $20 for a non-
resident single membership.

Councilman Glenn Mortimer asked
if there was a surplus from last year’s
pool season. The mayor noted that
there was a $68,000 surplus but that it
will go toward the pool’s renovations
and resurfacing project.

Last month, Steve Hunter of Hunter
Pools and a 30-year member of the
National Pool and Spa Association,
addressed the council on the project
of resurfacing the borough’s pool. He
recommended a three-coat finish that
would adhere to the pool surface bet-
ter than another plaster surface.

His cost estimate without sand-
blasting was in excess of $50,000.
Other projects for the pool include
retiling and adding a slide.

The next council meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, January 17, at 8
p.m.

Christie
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Council Hears Complaints
About Service at Post Office

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough residents
asked Mayor Dennis McCarthy and
the borough council Tuesday night to
intervene on their behalf to improve
customer service at the Garwood Post
Office. The council also announced
the opening of the new borough li-
brary in March and took action on
homeland security and state highway
safety grants.

At Tuesday’s meeting Rosemary
Snow said past week Garwood Post-
master Ionie Anglin refused to open
a second customer service window
despite the fact that the one window
serving customers was stretched all
the way out to the street. Customers
were on line to purchase 2-cent
stamps after the price of first class
stamps jumped from 37 to 39 cents
last week.

“The Garwood Post Office on Cen-
ter Street refused to open the second
window when the line was completely
out to the street,” Ms. Snow told The
Westfield Leader. “She (Postmaster
Inglin) gets very hostile when you
talk to her.”

“She said, ‘if you don’t like it,
write your congressman,’” Ms. Snow
added. She said she would write Rep.
Mike Ferguson (R-7th, New Provi-
dence), who is seeking re-election.

“And if he doesn’t do something
about it,” she said, “he’s out the door.”

Councilman Victor DeFilippo said
the borough would send a letter from
Mayor McCarthy and the council to
the postmaster to address the resi-
dents’ concerns.

Another resident, who did not want

her name used, said many Westfield
and Cranford residents often use the
Garwood Post Office to avoid park-
ing problems near their community
post offices.

The residents said the post office
ran out of the 2-cent stamps.

Ms. Snow made her comments to
the mayor and council during
Tuesday’s work session.

In committee reports at the regular
council meeting, Councilman Will-
iam Schadewald announced the new
borough library at 411 Third Avenue
would open “on or about March 1.”
He said residents should now utilize
the new library’s book drop to return
library materials.

The borough’s library, which cel-
ebrated its 70th anniversary in 2003,
has been located in the basement of
the Franklin School on Walnut Street
since 1977. Franklin School was de-
molished last year. Councilman
Schadewald announced that borough
library cards are being accepted at
neighboring libraries until the new
borough library opens.

The governing body approved a
resolution per the council’s consent,
requiring a roll call vote for the mayor
and municipal clerk to sign an agree-
ment with the County of Union for a
homeland security grant. A similar
resolution was approved authorizing
borough officials to sign a New Jer-
sey Division of Highway Safety
Project Grant application.

The borough council’s next meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, January
24, starting with the workshop ses-
sion at 7 p.m. and the regular meeting
at 7:15 p.m.


