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Christie Tells Citizens Only They
Can End Corruption in New Jersey

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SIGHTS UNSEEN…Monday night, the roofers work under spotlights on the roof of the Coles Elementary School in Scotch
Plains, creating a very surreal scene but performing very necessary repairs.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – After helping to put
86 elected officials in jail during his first
term as U.S. Attorney for New Jersey,
Chris Christie last week vowed to con-
tinue his fight against public corruption.

Mr. Christie, who resided on Pros-
pect Street from 1987-1989 and near
Tamaques Park in 1991, was in
Westfield for the town council’s Janu-
ary 3 reorganization meeting to swear
in newly elected Mayor Andy
Skibitsky. He came to Westfield di-
rectly from Washington, D.C., where
he met with President George W. Bush.

Mr. Christie emphasized to those
in attendance the importance of citi-
zens making their government ac-
countable by attending meetings and
voting in elections.

“Only you can solve the problem
(of public corruption). The way you
can solve the problem is by becoming
more involved citizens, more involved
voters. Because the one thing people
in political life understand even more
than a subpoena from my office is
losing an election,” Mr. Christie said.

“Hold people to what they tell you
in campaigns. Make them tell you the
truth. And if they don’t, then you kick
them out of office. That is what will
begin to change the climate and cul-
ture in New Jersey more than any
indictment that I will ever be able to
bring, more than any public figure I
put in jail,” said Mr. Christie.

Mr. Christie said President Bush
asked him to stay on as a holdover
appointment along with a number of
others. “And so we remain in our jobs
serving at the pleasure of the presi-
dent.” His four-year term was to have
expired on Tuesday, January 17.

Among his goals over the next few
years are to continue the fight on
political corruption. “Unfortunately
there is still a great amount of work to
be done. The 15 people that I have
doing political corruption (in his of-
fice) unfortunately are just as busy
today as they were three years ago.”

Mr. Christie said the level of cor-
ruption he has found in New Jersey
didn’t surprise him. “What I have
been surprised at is that after four
years and 86 public officials put in
jail that I am not seeing a significant
lessening of the problem.”

He said while his office cannot solve
the problem of corruption, “we can
continue to lessen the problem and I
think set a different tone in the state.”

Mr. Christie said the “decentral-
ized” nature of government in the
state causes corruption. “All have dif-
ferent pots of money available to them
in 566 towns, 21 counties and a $28-
billion state budget on top of that all
with boards and authorities and com-
missions who have separate pots of
money. That’s just too many pots of
money for honest people to get hon-
est people to keep an eye on,” he said.

Mr. Christie is opposed to electing
prosecutors in New Jersey, which is
done in states like New York, where
voters elect countywide district attor-
neys. He also opposes electing mem-
bers of the governor’s cabinet, espe-
cially the attorney general.

In addition to corruption, Mr.
Christie said he will be increasing his
office’s emphasis on gangs.

“You are going to see a lot more
emphasis from us on gang violence,

which I think will I think should have
a real local impact. The gangs are
predominantly in New Jersey cities
right now but they are spreading to our
suburbs in part because they are chas-
ing the money,” he said, noting that 75
to 80 percent of gangs’ income is gen-
erated from drug dealing. Death threats
have been placed against him due to
his prosecution of gang members, caus-
ing the need for additional security at
his Morris County home, he said.

“It (death threats) comes with the
territory I guess but it’s never com-
fortable. You worry more about your
wife and children than you worry
about yourself,” Mr. Christie said.

Mr. Christie’s office is also work-
ing on health care fraud, such the
cases against the University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry of New Jersey for
allegedly over-billing Medicare and
the Bristol-Meyers Squibb securities
fraud case.

Mr. Christie has a staff of 140 law-
yers and 150 additional staff, which
he feels is sufficient for the number of
cases his office handles. New Jersey
has the seventh largest out of 94 dis-

New Gulf Station Plan Ends
Access From Mountain Ave.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship zoning board of adjustment hopes
to complete its hearings in March on
a new application submitted by
Cumberland Farms, the owner of the
Gulf gasoline station on Route 22, to
expand the facility by installing addi-
tional gas pumps, covering the pump-
ing area with a canopy and replacing
three underground gas storage tanks
with three new ones that will provide
expanded capacity.

Cumberland Farms’ initial appli-
cation was rejected last summer in
the face of various objections by
neighborhood residents and doubts
among board members that the project
was appropriate for the site.

At last Thursday’s four-hour hear-
ing, Cumberland Farms presented
new site plans that, unlike its earlier
proposal, called for an end to vehicu-
lar access to the property from Moun-
tain Avenue. Last summer, residents
had expressed concern not only about
the number of cars parked on Moun-
tain Avenue awaiting servicing but
also about the hazards of allowing
gasoline delivery trucks to enter the
property from that street. The new
plans call for the entrance to be re-
placed with fencing and tree and shrub
plantings that will run the length of
the property along Mountain Avenue.

In addition, the 71-foot by 40-foot
canopy above the six new gas pumps
will be reduced in height from just
over 17 feet to slightly more than 16
feet. Residents had earlier expressed
concerns about the height of the origi-
nal canopy as well as lighting from
the canopy spilling onto adjacent
properties.

Engineer Brett Skapinetz, explain-
ing Cumberland Farms’ site plans,
said there would be space available
for parking up to 13 cars at the south
side of the property, along the new
fence bordering Mountain Avenue.

This raised concerns, voiced through-
out last week’s hearing, that with six
or seven employees needing space to
park their own cars, there would not
be adequate dedicated space remain-
ing to park cars awaiting servicing.

There were some concerns raised
that additional cars would end up
being parked elsewhere on the prop-
erty or along Mountain Avenue, but
Michael Beach, a Cumberland Farms
representative who oversees the gas
station, vowed that no cars would be
parked on the street.

Board Engineer Thomas Quinn
raised the option of creating a half-
dozen employee parking spaces along
the western edge of the property, next
to where the new underground stor-
age tanks will be situated.

Questions from board members
focused on whether the plan being
considered provided for adequate on-
site parking for both employees and
those leaving their cars for servicing.
Cumberland Farms’ representatives
maintained that parking would be
adequate.

Residents continued to be skepti-
cal about the application during the
portion of the hearing devoted to ques-
tioning Cumberland Farms’ wit-
nesses, who besides Mr. Skapinetz
included David Karlebach, a profes-
sional planner. Residents’ concerns
centered around the possibility, de-
spite reassurances, of excess cars be-
ing parked on Mountain Avenue, the
extent of spillage from proposed light-
ing onto nearby properties, the effect
on local property values, the reasons
for the installation of a large canopy
over the pumps, whether the expan-
sion was necessary for a gas station of
its size and whether the proposed
fencing should be extended further.

When the hearing resumes on
Thursday, March 2, residents will have
the opportunity to offer opinions on
the application before the board dis-
cusses the application and then votes.

Benjamin Soloman for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TAKING THE HELM…Senator Ray Lesniak (LD-20, Elizabeth), not shown, administers the oath of office to Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella of Fanwood, as his wife, Phyllis, and children, Alex and Micayla, look on. Refer to the freeholder story on page 3.

BUSY AGENDA…U.S. Attorney for New Jersey Chris Christie, left, discusses his
objectives for the coming years with Westfield Leader Assignment Editor Paul
Peyton during an interview on January 3 in Westfield.

Benjamin Soloman  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Scotch Plains Receives $175,000
DOT Grant for E. 2nd St. Repairs

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor Mar-
tin Marks announced on Tuesday
evening that the state Department of
Transportation (DOT) has awarded a
$175,000 grant that will be used for
roadway improvements to East Sec-
ond Street. At the township council’s
regular meeting, the mayor, noting
the financial woes surrounding the

DOT’s Transportation Trust Fund,
said that “this may be the last grant
we see for quite a while” unless the
new governor and legislature take
steps to replenish the fund.

In other business at its brief meet-
ing, the council approved an ordi-
nance establishing salary ranges for
several dozen municipal employee
job titles, ranging from council mem-
bers, police chief and library director
to clerk typists, fire chief and sea-
sonal laborers. Councilwoman
Carolyn Sorge said the salary ranges
are reviewed by the council every
four or five years.

A resolution was approved that
authorizes the fire department to pur-
chase $14,229 worth of radio paging
equipment that, according to Coun-
cilwoman Nancy Malool, “will en-
able the fire department, the rescue
squad and the police department to be
in complete communication con-
stantly.” Presently, communication in
this regard between the three emer-
gency service entities “is lacking” in
spots, she added. The cost of the new
Motorola equipment will be paid by a
state grant.

The council also approved the re-
newal of a contract between the town-
ship, Fanwood and the board of edu-
cation and Jersey Professional Man-
agement (JPM), which, for the past

five years, has been providing con-
sulting services related to the shared
services efforts between the three
entities. The cost of the $9,900 con-
tract will be evenly divided among
the two municipalities and the board
of education. Councilman Frank
Rossi said the arrangement has been
“a tremendous financial bargain for
the community” because of JPM’s
efforts at securing a variety of grants
over the years.

The council passed a resolution
opposing twin bills currently before
the State Legislature. A-2372 and S-
2556 would require the release of a
bid list prior to the bid date. If the
legislation is enacted, municipalities
would be required to furnish to any-
one the list of vendors who have re-
ceived copies of bid documents, even
during the time between a bid’s ad-
vertisement and the receipt and open-
ing of those bids. Councilwoman
Malool said it could encourage collu-
sion between bidders, while Town-
ship Manager Thomas Atkins said
that, “for the life of me, I can’t under-
stand why people would have the
right to know who has picked up bid
specs.” He said such a law would
serve “no public good.”

Another resolution was approved
that formally establishes a fair and
open process for the awarding of cer-
tain contracts. Councilwoman Malool
said the resolution was needed so that
Scotch Plains is in compliance with
new state legislation that provides for
a fair and open process for the award-
ing of certain contracts valued in ex-
cess of $17,500 or where those con-
tracts are not subject to public bid-
ding or competitive contracting un-
der state public contracting law.

The council awarded a $13,800 bid
to Irvin Contractors for janitorial ser-
vices at the municipal building. Mr.
Atkins said that eight bids have been
received for improvements to a sec-
tion of Rahway Road. He is waiting
for a report from the engineering de-
partment and expects to recommend
an award at the council’s Tuesday,
January 24 meeting.

Benjamin Soloman for The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times

SUMMING UP…Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) ad-
dresses the audience during Sunday’s
Union County freeholders re-organi-
zational meeting.

Fanwood Council Receives Gift;
Three Police Officers Promoted
By GINA LEVINE-LEVY

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – During Tuesday
night’s first regular meeting of the
year, newly elected councilpersons
Bruce Walsh and Joan Wheeler took
their places on the council, Council-
man Walsh was named council Liai-
son to the planning and zoning board
of adjustments, three police officers
were promoted and funds were au-
thorized for a drainage evaluation.

At the meeting, Peter Chemidlin of
Family Investors Company and presi-
dent of the Fanwood Business and
Professional Association presented the
borough with $500 on behalf of his
company for a new refrigerator for the
community center at the train station.

Mayor Colleen Mahr welcomed
returning Councilman Walsh and
Councilwoman Wheeler. Councilman

Walsh succeeds Councilman Jack
Molenaar  as the governing body’s
Liaison to the planning and zoning
board of adjustments.

In other business, the council passed
resolutions confirming in-grade pro-
motions for three police patrolmen.
Gavin Sheehan was elevated from Pro-
bationary B to Probationary A; An-
thony Espinosa was promoted from
Class E to Class D, and Phillip Ugone
moved up from Class F to Class E.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion to contract with T&M Associates
for a drainage evaluation of the fol-
lowing areas: North Glenwood and
Tillotson Road; Shady Lane and
Clement Place; Birch Place and Beech
Avenue and MacLennan Place, and
Midway Avenue and Terrill Road.
The funds, not to exceed $2,000, will
come from an EPA grant given to the

borough.
During her report on the Public

Works Department, Council Presi-
dent Donna Dolce noted that leaf
pickup would not resume until April.
In the interim, piles of extraneous
leaves on residents’ properties should
be kept in their backyards.

Ms. Dolce also confirmed that
Fanwood’s fee to the Plainfield Area
Regional Sewerage Authority for sew-
age removal would increase by
$47,308, to a total of $289,320, and
encouraged residents to conserve
water. She noted, too, that the bor-
ough is seeking volunteers to help
label storm drains.

In other issues, the council noted
there would be stroke screenings for
residents on Thursday, January 26,
from 5 to 8 p.m. in the Westfield
Municipal Building.

The Fanwood Senior Citizens Club
will meet on Tuesday, February 14, at
11 a.m. at the Forest Road Park facil-
ity. Councilwoman Wheeler said that
the club would hold elections this
month or next.

Councilman Joseph Higgins hon-
ored the memory of Attilio “Art”
Badala, who died on December 22.
Mr. Badala, a member of the recre-
ation commission and past president
of the Fanwood Senior Citizens Club,
was a “tremendous advocate for se-
niors” according to Mr. Higgins.

During the open session, Fanwood
resident Michael D’Antuono ex-
pressed his concern about the “deplor-
able condition” of the building at 424
South Avenue due to fire damage.

In response to his concern, Borough
Attorney Dennis Estis said he would
contact the proper channels to ensure
the property is boarded or demolished.

Mr. D’Antuono also offered that
the eventual new buildings on South
Avenue will “really add to the look”
of the downtown.

Councilman Molenaar encouraged
residents to offer their vision of the
entire South Avenue corridor between
the Fanwood and Plainfield border.
“It’s not just the vision of the down-
town. It’s all of Fanwood,” he said.

The next meeting of the borough
council will be an agenda session on
Tuesday, February 7, at 7:30 p.m. It
will be held at Fanwood Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Avenue.CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


