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settled.
Christopher Miele of 543 Pierson

Street sought permission to enlarge
his house, which required five vari-
ances. The ordinance requires that
the maximum coverage of his lot,
including the deck and porch, be 24
percent. Mr. Miele proposed 27.2
percent. A three-bedroom house is
required to have two parking spaces.
Mr. Miele requested to have one.

He was advised to get an architect.
Mr. Miele offered an alternative plan
and was told to submit it in order that
it be considered at the next meeting.

Emmanuel and Rosaria Carlino of
1560 Rahway Avenue were granted
permission to construct a new porch.
Mr. Carlino requested that the board
waive the memorialization period. He
was turned down.

At about 9:15 p.m., the board dis-
missed all of the new January appli-
cants, instructing them to come back
next month.

Then, Paul Tice of 104 Watchung
Fork was heard. Mr. Tice had 16
photographs that he had taken on the
north side of Westfield, all of which
illustrated six foot-high solid fences.
Mr. Tice sought permission to build a
six-foot high fence around his prop-
erty, set back 19 feet from the street.
He is constructing a pool and would
lose about 30 percent of his backyard
space were he not able to build the
fence in the way that he is proposing.

Should the six-foot fence around
the property be denied, Mr. Tice pro-
posed a four-foot fence around the
pool. With him was his landscape
architect, Jonathan Bob, who brought
a detailed rendering illustrating plant-
ing that would take place to screen
the presence of the fence.

When asked by the chairman
whether the neighbors had had the
opportunity to see the plan, about 30
people on one side of the room de-
clared, “No!”

At 10:30 p.m., the remaining appli-
cants who had yet to be heard were
sent home.

Representing the neighbors, attor-
ney Alan Gutterman asked Mr. Tice
to describe the topography of his prop-
erty, which Mr. Tice conceded was
flat. Mr. Gutterman asserted that it is
merely a matter of convenience that
the fence be erected, rather than hard-
ship.

About 20 neighbors came to the
microphone to testify about the na-
ture of Indian Forest. Almost all of
them declared, “I signed the petition”
opposing the Tice application. Resi-
dents who have lived there for more
than 50 years described how there are
footpaths to Franklin School that chil-
dren use every day and how the ma-

purpose no longer exists. We should
eliminate the designation. We don’t
believe the areas are in need of redevel-
opment.”

Later, Councilman Caruana said not
repealing would be a “continuation of a
mistake” and said that in many cases,
unused redevelopment districts are turn-
ing into Wal Marts.

Councilman Foerst responded that
“no Wal Mart would come in without
public input” and he’d “love to save
future taxpayers $150,000 to $180,000.”

Ultimately, the council consented
five to one to repeal the designation.
Councilman Foerst voted to leave the
distinction, while councilwomen Jo
Ann Neylan and Vicki Kimmins ab-
stained.

The matter will be referred to the
planning board, which, according to
Mr. Cockren, will treat the situation as
a zoning change with a recommenda-
tion to return to pre-existing zoning.

The town, facing 14 demolitions,
addressed the over-development issue
and the role the council plays.

Mr. Cockren said the town does not
have to concern itself with the issue of
over-development and that the power
of the uniform construction code “is
vested in the construction official.” The
only reason the council would take part
in the process, according to Mr.
Cockren, is “to monitor what goes on in
town” and ensure that public health and
safety issues (are met).”

Councilman Foerst said the town
council has “no real authority to deny a
demolition permit” and probably would
be sued and sanctions placed against
the town. “We do this solely for the
purpose of monitoring what goes on in
town.”

Addressing concerns that over-de-
velopment is “an epidemic” and that a
“moratorium” should be placed on
teardowns, Councilman Foerst said the
town is not “vested with the authority;
our hands are strung. We’re dealing
with state laws with what we’re able to
do.” He said no moratorium can be
placed on development unless the issue
dealt with “public water or public sew-
age and things of that nature” being at
full capacity.

“While none of us are happy to vote
for 14 resolutions knocking down
houses and garages etc., Councilman
Foerst added, “We do this so we see it
and it stays on the front burner and we
know what’s going on.”

Ultimately, the council approved the
demolition of single-family dwellings
at 200 Sunset Avenue, 36 Woodbrook
Court, 3 Village Circle and 900 Harding
Street. The council also approved the
demolition of two abutting two-family
dwellings at 734 and 728 South Av-
enue, West, which reside in a mixed-
use zone. The builder envisions the lot
combined into one structure (part com-
mercial, part residential), which will
include first floor retail and eight resi-
dential units on the second and third
floor.

The council also approved the demo-
lition of a two-car detached garage lo-
cated at 251 Sylvania Place.

The council deferred seven applica-
tions until assurances of oil-tank re-
moval and tree-preservation issues are
satisfied.

Finance Policy Committee chair Pe-
ter Echausse envisioned “another diffi-

Council Hears Complaints
About Service at Post Office

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Borough residents
asked Mayor Dennis McCarthy and the
borough council Tuesday night to inter-
vene on their behalf to improve customer
service at the Garwood Post Office. The
council also announced the opening of
the new borough library in March and
took action on homeland security and
state highway safety grants.

At Tuesday’s meeting Rosemary Snow
said past week Garwood Postmaster Ionie
Anglin refused to open a second customer
service window despite the fact that the
one window serving customers was
stretched all the way out to the street.
Customers were on line to purchase 2-
cent stamps after the price of first class
stamps jumped from 37 to 39 cents last
week.

“The Garwood Post Office on Center
Street refused to open the second window
when the line was completely out to the
street,” Ms. Snow told The Westfield
Leader. “She (Postmaster Inglin) gets
very hostile when you talk to her.”

“She said ‘if you don’t like it, write
your congressman,’” Ms. Snow added.
She said she would write Rep. Mike
Ferguson (R-7th, New Providence).

“And if he doesn’t do something about
it,” she said, “he’s out the door.”

Councilman Victor DeFilippo told The
Leader/Times that the borough would send
a letter from Mayor McCarthy and the
council to the postmaster to address the
residents’ concerns.

Another resident, who did not want her

name used, said many Westfield and
Cranford residents often use the Garwood
Post Office to avoid parking problems
near their community post offices.

The residents said the post office ran
out of the 2-cent stamps.

Ms. Snow made her comments to the
mayor and council during Tuesday’s work
session.

In committee reports at the regular
council meeting, Councilman William
Schadewald announced the new borough
library at 411 Third Avenue would open
“on or about March 1.” He said residents
should now utilize the new library’s book
drop to return library materials.

The borough’s library, which cel-
ebrated its 70th anniversary in 2003, has
been located in the basement of the
Franklin School on Walnut Street since
1977. Franklin School was demolished
last year. Councilman Schadewald an-
nounced that borough library cards are
being accepted at neighboring libraries
until the new borough library opens.

The governing body approved a reso-
lution per the council’s consent, requir-
ing a roll call vote for the mayor and
municipal clerk to sign an agreement with
the County of Union for a homeland secu-
rity grant. A similar resolution was ap-
proved authorizing borough officials to
sign a New Jersey Division of Highway
Safety Project Grant application.

The borough council’s next meet-
ing will be held on Tuesday, January
24, starting with the workshop ses-
sion at 7 p.m. and the regular meeting
at 7:15 p.m.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Saturday, December 31, after being
stopped in the 1000 block of Central Av-
enue for motor vehicle violations, John
Lledo, 36, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated. He
was released to a responsible individual.

Saturday, December 31, James Rankin,
56, of Westfield was arrested in the 600
block of Scotch Plains Avenue following a
motor vehicle accident on charges of driv-
ing while intoxicated and possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana.

Rankin, who police said struck a parked
motor vehicle, sustained a small lacera-
tion above his nose and was treated by
Westfield Rescue Squad personnel. He
was released on his own recognizance to
a responsible individual.

Sunday, January 1, Joan Donovan, 23,
of Scotch Plains and Tashaun Boyd, 20,
of East Orange were arrested at
Brightwood Park after they were discov-
ered in a motor vehicle that had been
stolen from Linden.

Donovan was charged with unlawful
taking of a means of conveyance and was
released on her own recognizance, while
Boyd was charged with receiving stolen
property and eluding police. He was held
on $5,000 bail.

Sunday, January 1, after being involved
in a motor vehicle accident, Kevin
Macdonald, 19, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated in the 200 block of Elm Street.
Macdonald, who suffered a small lacera-
tion on his left hand, later was released to
a responsible individual.

Monday, January 2, a Baker Avenue
resident reported two motor vehicles that
had been left unlocked in his driveway
were unlawfully entered. Five dollars in
cash and an MP3 adapter plug were re-
ported stolen. A DVD was recovered at
the scene and turned over to police.

Monday, January 2, two incidents of
motor vehicles being unlawfully entered
were reported on Oak Avenue. In the first
case, a Model V-180 Motorola cellular
telephone was taken. The second incident
involved the theft of $20 in cash, identifi-
cation cards for two local facilities and a
St. Christopher medal. In each case, the
car had been left unlocked in the victim’s
driveway, police said.

Tuesday, January 3, Ryan J. Meier, 20,
of Cranford was arrested and charged with
possession of drug paraphernalia follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at South Avenue
and Boulevard. He was released on his
own recognizance with a summons.

Tuesday, January 3, Following a motor
vehicle stop at South Avenue and Hort
Street, Howard Brown, 22, of Plainfield
was arrested and charged with hindering
apprehension for allegedly providing po-
lice with a false name and date of birth. He
additionally was wanted on an outstand-
ing Plainfield criminal warrant for $500.
Brown was released after posting bail on
the warrant and being served with a sum-
mons on the Westfield charge.

Also arrested was Ishquan Bardon, 20,
of Plainfield on outstanding motor ve-
hicle warrants from South Bound Brook,
for $500; Plainfield, for $350, and North
Plainfield, for $300. Bardon was turned
over to South Bound Brook authorities.

Wednesday, January 4, Michael
Mankowski, 19, of Mountainside and
Everett Donaldson, 20, of Westfield were
arrested on charges of burglary, theft,
fraudulent use of credit cards, credit card
theft, forgery and possession of stolen
property.

The pair is alleged to have stolen a
Wallberg Avenue resident’s credit card
from her car last month and used it to
purchase electronic equipment worth tens
of thousands of dollars from several stores
on Route 22.

Mankowski, who was arrested at his
home, and Donaldson, who was arrested
at South Avenue and Drake Place, were
being held in lieu of $10,000 bail each at
the Union County jail in Elizabeth.

Wednesday, January 4, a business on
Cardinal Drive reported that signs of pry
marks were found on the main doors to the
office. Entry to the premises was not gained.

Wednesday, January 4, a Castleman
Drive resident reported that her motor
vehicle was unlawfully entered in front of
her home. The victim’s New Jersey
driver’s license and three credit cards
were stolen, after which a card was used
to make some unauthorized transactions
in the area.

Thursday, January 5, Luis Santos, 19,
of Colonia was arrested at North Avenue
and Elm Street and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and possession of a controlled
dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.
He was released on his own recognizance
with summonses.

Friday, January 6, Michael Toth, 60, of
Westfield was arrested at Boynton Av-
enue and Connecticut Street and charged
with driving while intoxicated. He was
released on his own recognizance to a
responsible individual.

Friday, January 6, after being involved
in a motor vehicle accident, Thomas
Banks, 45, of Fords was arrested in the
1000 block of Central Avenue and charged
with driving while intoxicated. No inju-
ries were reported. Banks was released to
a responsible individual.

Saturday, January 7, Mariella Amjady,
22, of Westfield was arrested in the 800
block of Grandview Avenue after being
involved in a motor vehicle accident.
Amjady, who reported pain to her knee,
was charged with driving while intoxi-
cated and refusal to submit to a breath
test. She was subsequently released to a
responsible individual.

Scotch Plains
Monday, January 2, a business owner

on East Second Street reported being the
victim of theft. The victim stated that
unknown persons purchased several hun-
dred dollars worth of merchandise with a
fraudulent credit card.

Monday, January 2, a patron at a Route
22 gas station reported being the victim of
harassment. The victim stated that she
was purchasing gas when an individual
made rude comments to her. The incident
is under investigation.

Wednesday, January 4, an East Second
Street business was burglarized overnight.
There were no signs of forced entry. Once
inside, unknown suspects removed elec-
tronic equipment valued at approximately
$350.

Thursday, January 5, a Martine Av-
enue resident reported being the victim of
criminal mischief. The victim stated items
were thrown on her lawn overnight.

Thursday, January 5, a patron at a Park
Avenue restaurant stated she was a victim
of harassment. The victim stated that she
was yelled at by one of the workers when
she asked a question.

Fanwood
Tuesday, January 3, Robert W. Lee,

Jr., 44, of Fanwood was arrested on Saville
Row on numerous outstanding warrants
and for allegedly eluding police. Authori-
ties said Lee led police on a chase from
Fanwood into Westfield, where he es-
caped apprehension. According to po-
lice, Lee was arrested at his home when
he returned there later that day.

The suspect also was charged with
filing a false police report when he claimed
his car was stolen and that he was not the
driver during the chase. Police surveil-
lance video confirmed his claim to be
false. Lee was being held on $40,000 bail.

Thursday, January 5, David A. Dankwa,
29, of Scotch Plains was arrested after it
was revealed during a motor vehicle stop
on Terrill Road that there were outstand-
ing warrants for him.

Thursday, January 5, Keith A. Willis,
Jr., 29, of Iselin was arrested on outstand-
ing warrants following a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road.

Friday, January 6, Jay Tomko, 19, of
North Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated following
a motor vehicle accident on Midway
Avenue. According to police, Tomko’s
vehicle struck a tree. He also was charged
with possession of a controlled danger-
ous substance.

Saturday, January 7, Lorrie Columbus,
38, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant following a motor
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Saturday, January 7, Joshua T. Vouglas,
35, of Flemington was arrested on an
outstanding warrant on Martine Avenue
following a motor vehicle stop.

Sunday, January 8, Linda L. Lashley,
44, of Plainfield was arrested on out-
standing warrants following a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Avenue.

Monday, January 9, Tysen R. Privott,
26, of Plainfield was arrested on out-
standing warrants on Midway Avenue
following a motor vehicle stop.

Mountainside
Wednesday, December 28, a theft from

a motor vehicle was reported at a Route
22 restaurant. The victim stated that she
parked her car using the valet service.
When she retrieved her car, she found her
purse, which she had left in the center
console, was missing. The victim reported
checks, credit cards, a medical card, a
AAA card and an Illinois driver’s license
were missing. The incident has been turned
over to the police department’s detective
bureau for further investigation.

Wednesday, December 28, a resident
of Old Tote Road reported being the vic-
tim of criminal mischief. She reported
that the inflatable Christmas ornament in
her front yard was slashed overnight. A
juvenile was apprehended as a suspect in
the incident. According to police, the
suspect had bragged to friends about dam-
aging Christmas decorations, which led
to his apprehension.

Thursday, December 29, a theft from a
motor vehicle was reported at a Route 22
theater. The victim stated someone had
entered her vehicle through the rear pas-
senger door and had thrown personal be-
longings out of her center console and
glove compartment. According to police,
an insurance card and vehicle registration
card were taken from the vehicle. Police
said there was no sign of forced entry.

Thursday, December 29, a second re-
port of theft from a motor vehicle was
reported at a Route 22 theater. Police said
the victim approached an officer while he
was responding to another incident and
reported that her vehicle had been entered
and ransacked. Two business checkbooks
were reportedly taken from the vehicle.
Police said it appeared the suspects were
searching for the insurance and registra-
tion cards in the glove compartment, both
of which were in the possession of the
victim at the time.

Thursday, December 29, a third inci-
dent of theft from a motor vehicle was
reported at a Route 22 theater. The victim
reported damage to his driver’s side door
around the door handle. Several items
were reported missing, including a digital
camera, sunglasses, a jacket, $250 in cash
and an insurance card.

Saturday, December 31, Heather T.
Novorro, 18, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated after she was involved in a
motor vehicle accident on Route 22. Ac-
cording to police, Novorro was driving
65 mph in a 45 mph zone when she lost
control of her vehicle and struck another
vehicle, causing her vehicle to jump a
curb and skid into the adjacent lane and
onto a Sheffield Street property, where it
finally came to a stop when it struck a
building.

Wednesday, January 4, Joseph M.
O’Malley, Jr., 46, of Berkeley Heights
was arrested on Route 22 and charged
with driving while intoxicated and pos-
session of under 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. O’Malley also was charged
with driving with a suspended license.

Wednesday, January 4, a resident of an
assisted living facility reported being the
victim of credit card theft. The victim
stated that two credit cards were stolen
from her room at some point in the last
month. Unauthorized purchases were
made on both accounts in the amount of
$1,500. The fraudulent charges are under
investigation.

Thursday, January 5, James Roberts,
42, of Plainfield was arrested at the
Plainfield Police Department on outstand-
ing warrants. Bail was set at $800.

cult year from the cost side of the bud-
get,” citing increases in police and fire
pensions, premiums for health insur-
ance and commitments to the Rahway
Valley Sewage Authority as “cumber-
some on the expenditure side.”

Addressing the issue of the town
attorney’s compensation, Mr. Gildea
said both town newspapers wrongly
reported Mr. Cockren’s correct salary,
which is closer to “$57,000 and change.”

Last week, newspapers reported in-
formation stated at the meeting that Mr.
Cockren earned an annual salary of
$100,000.

Mr. Gildea explained (that this) “was
not true.” Mr. Gildea said the $57,000
covers “ordinary duties” governed in
the town code. Any other activities are
deemed “extraordinary duties” which
come up during the course of the year
and vary and/or are assigned by the
council. The extraordinary duties are
governed by an outside rate, Mr. Gildea
explained.

He said that the council attorney, as is
customary with the prosecutor, de-
fender, planning board attorney, labor
attorney, board of adjustment attorney
and judge positions, is not entitled to
health or dental benefits. He said that
the town pays into the state pension
system for the position, which is state-
mandated and required for anyone earn-
ing over $1,501.

When asked by newly elected Third
Ward Councilman David Haas what
the extraordinary rate is, Mr. Gildea
said it is $150 per hour. He said up until
2003 it was $100 and hadn’t changed in
15 years.

Mr. Gildea told The Westfield Leader
that Mr. Cockren logged $140,000 in
billable hours governed under the out-
side rate, causing “Mr. Cockren’s total
compensation to be closer to $197,000.”
Mr. Gildea explained that that money is
charged against the $230,000 the town
has in its total legal salary. “We still
come out very well,” Mr. Gildea said
when comparing the town’s expendi-
ture to that of Milburn and Summit and
other comparable towns.

The council also discussed new Coun-
cil on Affordable Housing (COAH)
regulations, which will, according to
Councilman Foerst, “do away with the
regional contribution agreement and
maintain that all towns must provide
affordable housing within its bound-
aries.”

Cacciola Place resident and neigh-
borhood council representative Mary
Withers thanked the council for dis-
cussing new COAH regulations and
said she looks forward to the council
“helping us form a low-income hous-
ing project.”

The council announced that the salary
of former Police Chief Bernard Tracey,
who is on terminal leave, would come
off the books at the end of January.

Annual pool fees, which haven’t risen
in two years, will rise in certain areas.
The increases will represent an 8-per-
cent jump in fees. Individual and se-
nior-citizen fees will not change. The
family, family with full-time childcare
and husband and wife without children
categories will change, and a new cat-
egory, parent and child under 12, will
be offered. The increases were made to
address operating costs and capital im-
provements planned for the kiddy and
main pools.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Council

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Bd. of Adjustment
jestic oaks and maples create a park-
like setting.

Younger residents described the
beauty of the neighborhood and how
they watched with shock and dismay
as trees came down. One woman com-
mented on how children all run across
each other’s yards when they play
outside.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick joined
his neighbors in supporting the peti-
tion that had been signed and which
could be included in the file for the
application but could not be included
as evidence. One gentleman declared,
“Anyone who thinks a 20-foot shade
tree can substitute a mighty oak is not
thinking clearly.”

The chairman commented on the
solidarity and passion of the resi-
dents for their neighborhood and said
how Westfield is “such a great place
to live.”

The chairman stated that Mr. Tice
does have the right to install a pool on
his yard. But with the presence of the
children cutting through the yards of
the houses, for safety’s sake, could
not condone a four-foot fence. At
11.30 p.m., Mr. Tice’s application
was denied.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS
Council

Annual fees for a cosmetology per-
mit, hair styling permit and nail salon
permit have been established at $50
annually.

In other business, it was noted that
the pool fees for the 2006 summer
season have risen.

Recreation Director Frank Masella
said the fee for a resident family has
risen from $235 to $245 while the
resident single rate has risen from
$120 to $125. The resident single rate
has gone up from $75 to $85 for the
season.

In addition, the non-resident fam-
ily rate has risen from $440 to $455,
while the non-resident rate has gone
up from $220 to $230. The non-resi-
dent senior rate has also been raised
from $180 to $190 for the season.
Also, the initiation fee has been raised
from $30 to $35 for a non-resident
family and from $15 to $20 for a non-
resident single membership.

Councilman Glenn Mortimer asked
if there was a surplus from last year’s
pool season. The mayor noted that
there was a $68,000 surplus but that it
will go toward the pool’s renovations
and resurfacing project.

Last month Steve Hunter of Hunter
Pools and a 30-year member of the
National Pool and Spa Association
addressed the council on the project
of resurfacing the borough’s pool. He
recommended a three-coat finish that
would adhere to the pool surface bet-
ter than another plaster surface.

His cost estimate without sand-
blasting was in excess of $50,000.
Other projects for the pool include
retiling and adding a slide.

The next council meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, January 17, at 8
p.m.

is appointed by the governor, employs
more than 900 attorneys. Mr. Christie
said he hopes the attorney general ap-
pointed by Governor-elect Jon Corzine
will be more aggressive.

“His record is his record,” Mr. Christie
said of Mr. Harvey.

Mr. Christie said drug and violent
crime cases could be completed quickly
while white-collar crime cases involv-
ing corruption often take years before
they are prosecuted.

He said most cases in his office were
the result of citizens contacting his of-
fice. He said the prosecution of former
Essex County Executive and U.S. Sen-
ate candidate James Treffinger came
from a campaign volunteer.

As for his future, Mr. Christie did
not say whether he would run for
statewide office. “Who knows,” he
responded. “I decided not to run (for
governor in 2005) because I love this
job. I am here to serve the president
and I will serve the president as long
as he wants me to do that, and then
we will see what happens.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

U.S. Attorney Chris Christie
spreading to our suburbs in part be-
cause they are chasing the money,” he
said, noting that 75 to 80 percent of
gangs’ income is generated from drug
dealing. Death threats have been placed
against him due to his prosecution of
gang members, causing the need for
additional security at his Morris County
home, he said. “It (death threats) comes
with the territory I guess but it’s never
comfortable. You worry more about
your wife and children than you worry
about yourself,” Mr. Christie said.

Mr. Christie’s office is also working
on health care fraud, such the cases
against the University of Medicine and
Dentistry of New Jersey for allegedly
over-billing Medicare and the Bristol-
Meyers Squibb securities fraud case.

Mr. Christie has a staff of 140 law-
yers and 150 additional staff, which he
feels is sufficient for the number of
cases his office handles. New Jersey
has the seventh largest out of 94 district
attorney offices nationwide.

He noted that the office of New Jer-
sey Attorney General Peter Harvey, who


