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‘EXCELLENT’ DESTINATION…Westfield’s Excellent Diner, now located at
Disneyland Paris, is shown here while located in Wasserlassen, Germany. While
in Germany, operator Woody Woodall served up burgers and omelets and even
introduced Germans to Halloween. See story on page 2.

U.S. Attorney Christie
Fights Corruption
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – After helping to
put 86 elected officials in jail during
his first term as U.S. Attorney for
New Jersey, Chris Christie last week
vowed to continue his fight against
public corruption.

Mr. Christie, who resided on Pros-
pect Street from 1987-1989 and near
Tamaques Park in 1991, was in
Westfield for the town council’s Janu-
ary 3 reorganization meeting to swear
in newly elected Mayor Andy
Skibitsky. He came to Westfield di-
rectly from Washington, D.C., where
he met with President George W.
Bush.

Mr. Christie emphasized to those
in attendance the importance of citi-
zens making their government ac-
countable by attending meetings and
voting in elections.

“Only you can solve the problem
(of public corruption). The way you
can solve the problem is by becoming
more involved citizens, more involved
voters. Because the one thing people
in political life understand even more
than a subpoena from my office is
losing an election,” Mr. Christie said.

“Hold people to what they tell you
in campaigns. Make them tell you the
truth. And if they don’t, then you kick
them out of office. That is what will
begin to change the climate and cul-
ture in New Jersey more than any
indictment that I will ever be able to
bring, more than any public figure I
put in jail,” said Mr. Christie.

Mr. Christie said President Bush
asked him to stay on as a holdover
appointment along with a number of
others. “And so we remain in our jobs
serving at the pleasure of the presi-
dent.” His four-year term was to have
expired on Tuesday, January 17.

Among his goals over the next few
years are to continue the fight on
political corruption. “Unfortunately
there is still a great amount of work to
be done. The 15 people that I have
doing political corruption (in his of-
fice) unfortunately are just as busy
today as they were three years ago.”

Mr. Christie said the level of cor-
ruption he has found in New Jersey
didn’t surprise him. “What I have
been surprised at is that after four
years and 86 public officials put in
jail that I am not seeing a significant
lessening of the problem.”

He said while his office cannot
solve the problem of corruption, “we
can continue to lessen the problem
and I think set a different tone in the
state.”

Mr. Christie said the “decentral-
ized” nature of government in the
state causes corruption. “All have dif-
ferent pots of money available to them
in 566 towns, 21 counties and a $28-
billion state budget on top of that all
with boards and authorities and com-
missions who have separate pots of
money. That’s just too many pots of
money for honest people to get hon-
est people to keep an eye on,” he said.

Mr. Christie is opposed to electing
prosecutors in New Jersey, which is
done in states like New York, where
voters elect countywide district attor-
neys. He also opposes electing mem-
bers of the governor’s cabinet, espe-
cially the attorney general.

In addition to corruption, Mr.
Christie said he will be increasing his
office’s emphasis on gangs.

“You are going to see a lot more em-
phasis from us on gang violence, which I
think will I think should have a real local
impact. The gangs are predominantly in
New Jersey cities right now but they are
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Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
REORGANIZED...Following the January 3 Westfield reorganization meeting,
Town Administrator Jim Gildea shakes hands with U.S. Attorney Chris Christie,
who earlier in the evening swore in Mayor Andy Skibitsky.

Ben Solomon for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REWARDING...Freeholder Nancy Ward is sworn in to her first full term by Edward Kologi as her mother Rita (holding
Bible) and brother James look on. James owns and operates the James Ward Mansion on East Broad Street in Westfield.

Westfield BOE Discusses Selling
Elm Building, Moving to Lincoln

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Board of Edu-
cation (BOE) held its first meeting of
the year on Tuesday, January 10. The
board discussed selling the Elm Street
administration building and relocat-
ing staff to Lincoln School on
Westfield Avenue.

The meeting began with announce-
ments, including a moment of silence
for Chris Bondira, a third grade
teacher at Tamaques Elementary
School, who died of pneumonia on
December 27.

During the public recognition of
agenda items, Joann Hone of Top-
ping Hill Road asked the board if they
will be vacating 302 Elm St. and
selling the property. While it needs to
be explored by the Citizens Advisory
Committee, “it is possible that we
would vacate this building,” said Su-
perintendent Dr. William Foley.

The Board of Education operations
may be relocating to Lincoln School
on Westfield Avenue. Kindergarten
and pre-school classes may also be
held at Lincoln School.

Dr. Foley said that there are many
developers interested in the Elm Street
building site.

Dr. Foley and Robert Berman pre-
sented a preliminary 2006-2007 bud-
get report. For the 2006-2007 school
year, there will be several new per-
sonnel, including four additional el-
ementary teachers due to increased
enrollment and a third paraprofes-
sional for the autism class.

New textbooks are to be given to
the schools in the district. New social
studies textbooks will be provided

for kindergarten through second
grade. Earth science and environmen-
tal science textbooks will be given to
Edison Intermediate School (EIS) and
Roosevelt Intermediate School (RIS).

New textbooks at Westfield High
School (WHS) will include: Ameri-
can studies for both the Language
Arts and History programs, AP Euro-
pean History and Math Department
algebra, calculus and statistics.

For technology, there will be fifth-
grade computer replacements, six
wireless carts at EIS and RIS and
network core switches. “It is very
much of an even trade at this point,”
said Dr. Foley.

Potential capital projects include
roof repair and parapet wall repair at
RIS, parapet wall repair at Lincoln
School, driveway repaving at Wilson
Elementary School and a new por-
table classroom trailer. The new trailer
will probably be located at Jefferson
Elementary School so the Leaps and
Bounds autistic program can remain
there.

What is not included in the 2006-
2007 planning budget is a new vice
principal for Wilson Elementary
School, a technology course for sev-
enth graders, a K-8 science coordina-
tor, a K-8 special education supervi-
sor, six mobile labs for the elemen-
tary schools, new SmartBoards and
projectors for WHS, an upgrade of
student accounting software and two
additional coaches for the WHS cross-
country team.

Dr. Foley said he would like to see
an additional athletic trainer at WHS.

Dr. Foley noted that there is an
increase in testing students in sci-

ence, and the district is unprepared.
“There is no leadership in science in
this district…it’s a fairly critical area,”
said Dr. Foley.

The proposed budget layout is ten-
tative and the board will spend the
next two months negotiating. “Com-
promise – that’s what this budget is,”
said Board President Anne Riegel.

In other matters, Mr. Berman re-
ported that the boiler in the boys’ field
house is cracked and needs to be
replaced. This task will be completed
in a week. The WHS auditorium reno-
vations should also be completed by
next week.

Board member Kimberly Rhodes
discussed the long-range planning
committee, comprised of Westfield
residents and BOE members, which
is working on the enrollment prob-
lems at the middle schools. “These
people are very committed – I have a
lot of admiration for them,” said Ms.
Rhodes.

The board discussed amendments
to the school calendar. Easter Mon-
day will be the first day off if there is
an unused snow day, followed by the
last day of school in June. An addi-
tional day for Memorial Day will be
issued if all three snow days go un-
used.

The curriculum committee will
meet this Friday, January 13, to dis-
cuss revised courses of study in jour-
nalism, including two proposed
courses for broadcast journalism.

The board was given a gift of
$20,000 from an anonymous donor,
which is to be put towards Project
’79. An anonymous donor also gave
$5,000 to Tamaques Elementary
School.

During the open session, Mary
Ronk of St. Marks Avenue asked about
redistricting in regards to Washing-
ton Elementary School. She said she
would be presenting several creative
ideas instead of redistricting to Dr.
Foley.

“I will not move anyone unless I
believe I can give you a high-quality
program with a good class size,” said
Dr. Foley regarding the matter.

Theresa Moore of Euclid Avenue
found concerns with the amount of
vacation time during the fall semes-
ter, citing the several half days that
elementary students are given as dis-
ruptions to learning.

Dr. Foley said he would discuss the
matter further with Ms. Moore.

Next week, the board will discuss
capital projects, insurance and utili-
ties in regards to the budget. Dates
will also be set at this time for other
specific topics in the budget.

Westfield Bd. of Adjustment
Handles Variance Applications

By CARRIE HAYES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of ad-
justment had more than 20 applica-
tions for variances on its agenda for
Tuesday night’s meeting, more than
half of which were pushed to next
month’s meeting. A group of resi-
dents petitioned against Paul Tice’s
application due to the complex and
sensitive nature of “Indian Forest.”

The first two applications of the
evening were moved to February. Mr.
and Mrs. Ryan’s application of 16
Stoneleigh Park was moved due to
the non-notification of their neigh-
bors. The Bayer’s of 1314 Frances
Terrace requested their hearing be
moved.

The application by Maxine and
Robert Schwartz of 415 Kimball Turn
was approved after their architect
demonstrated that the site of the prop-
erty created a hardship. The family of
five is proposing a home of more than
4,000 square feet. Kimball Turn is on
a radius. In order to take advantage of
the maximum allowable habitable
floor area of 30 percent, their pro-
posed addition would require a side
yard setback of only three feet where
10 feet is the minimum permitted.
The adjacent property at the setback
is currently unusable, as it is made up
of ivy, rocks and trees.

The home on this adjacent prop-
erty is also set further forward, being
on this radius.

The board asked whether the
Schwartz’ were willing to bring the
side line of the house to within seven
feet, two inches of the property line,
thus forgoing 75 square feet of their
proposed addition. The Schwartz’
agreed, and the amended application
was approved.

Milton and Rebecca Koenigsberg
of 28 Carol Road, also represented by

Mr. Klesse, requested for one percent
more than the 20 percent maximum
allowed building coverage and were
approved.

Timothy Van Epp and Barbara
Wong of 630 Glen Avenue came for-
ward with architect Barbara
Vincentsen seeking a home addition.
Ms. Vincentsen presented two design
scenarios and illustrated that which
involved the least number of vari-
ances. The board approved the
homeowner’s preferred design.

Jean Cerniglia of 120 Marlborough
Street said came before the board to
keep an existing shed following a
complaint by a neighbor. She said she
doesn’t have a garage and bought a
tool shed, believing that a small shed
would require no special permissions.
Nevertheless, the placement of a shed
does have certain mandates. A struc-
ture less than 500 square feet must be
at least five feet from the property
line.

Ms. Cerniglia placed her shed on
cement blocks at the end of her drive-
way. She requested that it stay there,
one foot from the property line. The
shed backs into an existing fence.

The applicant said the neighbor
claims her fence is on his property.
Board attorney Vincent Loughlin
asked whether the neighbor was
present at the meeting. He was not.
The dispute over the property line has
gone to court. Currently, there are
three different surveys, all of which
have different results. Now, the title
insurance company is involved.

Ms. Cerniglia brought a letter from
the property’s previous owner, stat-
ing that the location of the fence was
not a conflict when the property was
sold. The board determined that no
decisions would be made regarding
the shed until the case in court is
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Council Proposes Repeal of Pkg.
Lot Redevelopment Designation

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — During Tuesday’s
council conference meeting, acting
alternate Mayor Mark Ciarrocca led
the council in Mayor Andy Skibitsky’s
absence. The council debated the
merits of repealing the redevelop-
ment distinction on parking lots one
and eight, approved seven demoli-
tions, deferred another seven and cor-
rected the information provided at
the last meeting on the town attorney’s
salary structure.

During a detailed committee re-
port, Fourth Ward Councilman Jim
Foerst said his committee discussed
the repeal of the redevelopment dis-
tinction to parking lots one and eight
and found “no benefit” in doing so.
Councilman Foerst said the main det-
riment was “the costs associated of
putting it (redevelopment distinction)
back in place.”

The redevelopment statute is gov-
erned by the state and, according to
Councilman Foerst, “we don’t know
if that redevelopment statute changes
and provides us with a benefit to
keeping areas as redevelopment
zones.” According to Councilman
Foerst, to repeal and then re-desig-
nate the area will cost the town close
to $150,000. “It doesn’t cost us or

hurt us anyway to leave them in that
fashion.”

The councilman said his commit-
tee “unanimously recommended the
council not take any further action.”

In disagreeing with Councilman
Foerst, newly elected Third Ward
Councilman David Haas said, “One
potential benefit of the repeal is the
process that involves the planning
board and a series of hearings to see
if the town’s plan makes sense. By
repealing that, it requires the town to
go through the process and make them
look at it formally and make a recom-
mendation to the town to see if it’s
worth doing. It requires the town to
go through a formal review.”

Councilman Foerst said he “re-
spectfully disagreed” because the
council is comprised of “good stew-
ards” and saw “no reason to repeal it
solely to ensure we have the discus-
sion.”

Councilman Haas rebutted, saying
that by leaving the distinction as is, it
inevitably involves future councils
and, “I don’t know if we have guaran-

tees about future councils.”
Town attorney Robert Cockren said

that because of what the area was
zoned for originally, it could mean
low-income housing would be man-
dated for that area. “I think we have a
pretty good argument that affordable
housing could be forced on the site.”

Ultimately, First Ward Councilman
Sal Caruana said, “I agree with David,
it should be repealed.” He said the
distinction of an area in need of de-
velopment was “contentious” to be-
gin with because those are usually
“blighted areas.” Mr. Caruana added,
“Basically, what we did was have a
specific project and strategy in mind
and knowing the end game, did a
redevelopment strategy to accomplish
this result (parking deck). Now what
we’ve done is open the door, Bob, to
some risk in these areas by living
with the designation. We have opened
the door to a fast track for some other
council for some other use to gain a
leg up on utilization on those two
areas. It served a specific purpose; the
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Hair and Nail Salons Face
Regulations From Borough
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – For the start
of the new year, members of the
Mountainside borough council met
Tuesday evening to discuss two reso-
lutions regarding the inspection of
stormwater facilities and regulation
of sanitary practices at places of cos-
metology and hair and nail salons
which are scheduled for action by the
council on January 17.

According to Mayor Robert F.
Viglianti, a resolution regarding the
maintenance of the storm water fa-
cilities is scheduled for next week.

The mayor had discussed his con-
cern about the borough’s responsi-
bilities to maintain the stormwater
projects for new construction that has
been mandated by the state. Accord-
ing to the mayor, and the resolution,
Mountainside will not be responsible
for the maintenance or the inspection

of stormwater facilities. This will
come from the property owners,
whether it is commercial or residen-
tial.

According to the resolution, the
only exception to the ordinance would
be if it were specifically approved by
the borough’s planning board, zon-
ing board or by Mountainside’s gov-
erning body or if it were required by
law.

The stormwater ordinance was
passed last November for new devel-
opment and redevelopment.

The second ordinance will regulate
sanitary practices at places of cosme-
tology and hair and nail salons. Ac-
cording to Borough Clerk Judy Osty,
the resolution requires such shops to
obtain a New Jersey State Board of
Cosmetology license along with an
annual borough permit from the
Westfield Regional Board of Health.


