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BOYD (160-LB), WILLARD (171-LB) EACH GET FOURTH

Blue Devil MacKay Gets 3rd
At Panther Mat Invitational

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School junior 125-
lb Colin MacKay had a fine day by
placing third in the Panther Invita-
tional Wrestling Tournament held in
Roselle Park on December 30. Of the
remaining Blue Devils who entered
the tournament, junior Mark Boyd
(160-lbs) and senior Colin Willard
(171-lbs) each managed to place fourth.

The strong squad from Howell –
recent victors over perennial power
Phillipsburg – won the team title with
a total of 215.5 followed by the host-
ing Roselle Park Panthers at 133.5.
Hanover Park placed third with 126.5
points. Westfield, competing without
the services of senior Andrew Shaffer
(152-lbs) and freshman Ricardo
Johnson (140-lbs), finished with 44
team points.

Seeded fourth, MacKay finished
off Glenn Star of Hanover Park in
3:41 using a half nelson with an arm
bar. In the semifinals, he lost a close,
6-3, bout to Howell’s Justin Morello,
the eventual champion. MacKay re-
bounded in the third-place consola-
tion bout to clamp Mickey McGrano
with a cradle – directly from the
takedown – in 1:23.

“Colin had a good day. He is defi-
nitely one of our bright spots,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz.

“Even in his loss, he wrestled well. We
know he’s got the tools. When he puts
it all together, he’s really impressive
and he’s a lot of fun to coach. To place
third in a quality tournament like this
says a lot about his toughness.”

“I’m kind of excited. I was kind of
angry that I couldn’t make it to the
finals but I know I wrestled good,”
MacKay commented. “This is a hard
tournament. There were no bad kids
here. I didn’t give up! That’s the most
important thing!”

Boyd looked like dynamite in his
opening bout as he pried Roselle
Park’s Vinny Bonassisa to his back in
1:22 with a half nelson and an arm
bar. He wasn’t nearly as fortunate in
his semifinal bout with top-seeded
McPaul Ogbonna – weight class
champion – as he fell via fall. In the
bout for third, Boyd scored a single
leg takedown on Frank Mamino of
Howell but ended up losing an 11-3,
majority decision.

After a scoreless first period,
Willard rocked Hanover Park’s An-
thony Del Viscovo to sleep in 2:13
with a cradle. After being defeated by
Pat Sheehan of Howell in the semis,
Willard took on Roselle Park’s Mike
Kurant and fell victim to a single
grapevine, chin hook fall in 4:36.

Senior Steve Cruikshank (215-lbs)
picked up a fifth place by pinning Bill

Connolly of West Milford in 4:49
with an under hook, tight waist com-
bination. Although not placing, Joe
Corea had a tough bout with
Morristown’s Mike Trippler but ended
up on the short end of a 13-9 decision.

TEAM TOTALS:
1. Howell (H) 215.5, 2. Roselle Park (RP)
133.5, 3. Hanover Park (HP) 126.5, 4.
Morristown (Mo) 94, 5. West Milford
(WM) 90, 6. Madison (Ma) 82, 7.
Piscataway (P) 57, 8 Westfield (W) 44

CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS:
103: — Joe Langel (H) tf Nick Bolio (Mo)
16-1, 4:30
112: — Cody Forbes (H) p Craig Mont-
gomery (RP) 4:46
119: — C.J. Adams (P) d Jake Piccoli
(WM) 5-0
125: — Justin Morello (H) md Tyler Adam
(P) 13-4
130: — Dario Marcelli (HP) d Jim Bohn
(H) 10-5
135: — Frank Davis (Mo) d Nick Serritella
(HP) 5-2
140: — Mike Montgomery (RP) d Justin
Ryan (Mo) 6-5
145: — Tom Tuminelli (H) md Bill Stark
(WM) 9-0
152: — Bill Woodward (H) md Matt
Meuerkoof (HP) 9-0
160: — McPaul Ogbonna (HP) d Bill
Hutchinson (Ma) 8-1
171: — Kyle Caufmann (Ma) d Pat
Sheehan (H) 4-1
189: — Josh Barnhard (H) p Matt
Paladino (WM) 1:46
215: — Mike Bonfig (H) d Anthony
Weiland (RP) 13-6
Hwt: — Tom Ottaino (HP) d Warren Lisa
(H) 6-4

GANO, MINEO, GIANNACI WIN TITLES; OLSSON, 2ND

Raiders Claim 3 Champions
At John Goles Mat Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fresh off a thrilling dual meet show-
down with Rahway, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School wrestling team
competed at the John Goles Tourna-
ment at Warren Hills High School in
Washington on December 27 and fin-
ished seventh with 99 points, claim-
ing three champions and a second-
place finish. There were no
wrestlebacks for third and fifth place.

Juniors Sal Gano (119-lbs) and Pat
Mineo (140-lbs) and senior Nick
Giannaci (189-lbs) won their respec-
tive weight classes while junior Ricky
Olsson (130-lbs) finished second.

“The best thing we did was to bring
Sal, Pat and Nick to Beast (of the
East),” stated Raider Head Coach John
Scholz.

Gano, seeded second, showed
Bramley of Sparta the lights in 1:15
then advanced to the finals with a 16-
3, majority decision over Meola of
Edison. Gano then took on top-seeded
Millburn’s Ricky Chandler, who was
30-4 last year at 112-lbs, and grabbed
a 6-3 victory.

“Beating a quality kid from
Millburn was great. I’m very happy
with Sal,” said Scholz.

Olsson pinned Sweeney from West
Morris in 2:57 then advanced to the
finals with a 4-2 decision over sec-
ond-seeded Eric Rice of Millburn. In
the finals, Top-seeded powerhouse,
J.C. Franco Bandiero of Edison, won
by fall in 3:44.

“Last year, we knew he was going
to get better,” Scholz said of Olsson.
“To beat the second seeded kid was
great. He handled the kid. Ricky is up
for any game.”

Mineo, seeded first, made quick
work of Graff from Warren Hills,
with a fall in 28 seconds. In the semis,
he won by 11-2 majority decision
over Swift from Edison then won a 5-
1 battle with Delaware Valley’s Mike
Guenther to claim the title.

“Pat is just continuing,” said Scholz.
“It was a great semifinal match to get
him ready for the finals. Guenther
was a fine match for him. All the kids
pushed him. Pat needs these good
quality matches to get him ready for
the states.”

Giannaci, who was seeded second,
edged Jennings of Warren Hills, 4-3,
then nipped Kuntz of Central Dau-
phin, Pa., 2-1. In the finals, Giannaci
turned on the engines and pinned
Don DeGarmo of Newton in 4:22.

“Nick really looked good. He had

some good close matches and stepped
it up in the finals,” said Scholz.

TEAM TOTALS:
1. Delaware Valley (DV) 167, 2. Central
Dauphin, Pa. (CD) 142, 3. Edison (E)
133, 4. Warren Hills (WH) 132, 5. Millburn
(M) 115, 6. West Morris (WM) 108, 7.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) 99, 8.
Sparta (S) 85.5, 9. Newton (N) 79.5, 10
Pope John (PJ) 43

CHAMPIONSHIP BOUTS:
103: — Mike Franco Bandiero (E) md
Greg Pollock (M) 14-4
112: — Dan Kelly (DV) p Chris Cholish
(WM) 4:16
119: — Sal Gano (SPF) d Ricky Chan-
dler (M) 6-3
125: — Kris Sigafoos (DV) d Sean Smith
(WH) 3-0

130: — J.C. Franco Bandiero (E) p Ricky
Olsson (SPF) 3:44
135: — Nick LaFevre (DV) p Kyle Eason
(CD) 0:20
140: — Pat Mineo (SPF) d Mike Guenther
(DV) 5-1
145: — Christian Mory (CD) p Noah
Levin (M) 5:10
152: — C.J. Inglin (DV) d Seth Podhoretz
(M) 3-2
160: — Jordan Less (M) p Josh Rothrock
(CD) 5:51
171: — Dave Richmond (WH) d Dillon
Landi (WM) 11-4
189: — Nick Giannaci (SPF) p Don
DeGarmo (N) 4:25
215: — Dave Sbriscia (WH) p Brandon
Dock (S) 2:18
Hwt: — Matt Cafaro (N) p Dan Walker (E)
1:18

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING AT THE PANTHER TOURNEY…Blue Devil Mark Boyd, top right,
lifts Frank Mamino of Howell off the mat en route to a takedown in the 160-lb bout
while Blue Devil Steve Cruikshank, below, endeavors to escape his West Milford
opponent in the 215-lb bout.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REALLY WORKING OVER HIS OPPONENT…Blue Devil Colin MacKay, top, works on setting up an arm bar in his 125-
lb quarterfinal bout. MacKay recorded a fall in 3:41 and went on to place third.

SCOTCH PLAINS                $499,000
Lovely home in the Jefferson School District.  This home features updated main bath (2000), updated eat-in
kitchen, 3 bedrooms, 1 ½ baths, living room with hardwood floors and wood-burning fireplace, dining room,
family room.  New landscaping, vinyl siding, CAC, entrance doors, furnace & roof are all 8 years young.  DIR:
Rahway Ave. to Bell Dr. #16  (052000457)

WESTFIELD                                                                           $1,275,000
Elegant Colonial built in 2003 by Needlepoint Homes.  Spacious living and dining rooms with beautiful moldings,
fabulous upgraded kitchen and two and one half baths, four bedrooms, family room with stone fireplace, finished
basement, office, security and sprinkler systems, three car built-in garage, on quiet cul-de-sac.  DIR: Prospect St. rt on
Madison #116 (052000539)

WESTFIELD $559,000
Pristine 3 bedroom, 2 bath Colonial built in the 1920’s and renovated in the late 1990’s.  Situated on a tranquil
tree lined street, this home includes a large country kitchen w/den & adjacent laundry area, enhanced by
beautiful hardwood floors and new windows.  Finished rec. room plus an office and workshop complete the
basement.  Enjoy the wood-burning fireplace in the living room!  DIR: Mountain Ave. to William St. #432
(052000653)

MOUNTAINSIDE                                      PRICE UPON REQUEST
A beautiful updated nine-room Center hall Colonial located in a park like setting.  This custom home features spacious
living room with fireplace, formal dining room with built-ins & custom crown moldings.  The eat-in kitchen features
custom Rutt cabinets, Jenn-aire, granite countertop, pantry & a bay window overlooking a beautifully landscaped yard
& large patio.  New family room with cathedral ceiling & many new features too numerous to mention.  (052000550)

Custom Center Hall ColonialOpen House: Sun. 1/8  12-4pm

Open House: Sun. 1/8  12-4pmOpen House: Sun. 1/8  12-4pm


