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Westfield Community Players
1000 North Avenue West, Westfield NJ 07090

Our 71st Year of Live Theater   

“All My Sons” 
A drama by Arthur Miller 

Jan 7, 14, 20, 21      All Single Tickets  $15 
Box Office: 908-232-1221  
opens 1 week before show

Reserved Seating 
All Curtain times 8 PM 

Please Note: 
For the Jan 13 sold out 

benefit performance, WCP 
Membership cars are not 

honored 

Call  908-232-9568  For membership & Group Sales 
Funding has been made possible in part by the New Jersey State Council on the Arts,  

Department of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts,  

through a grant administered by the Union County Division of Cultural and Heritage Affairs 

Editor’s Note: The following is the
annual Scotch Plains reorganization
speech by Mayor Martin Marks.

* * * * *
It is customary for the township’s

mayor to give an address at the annual
reorganization meeting. As I have done
for the last six years, I feel obligated to
look back on the previous year prior to
putting forth my vision for the coming
year. Even though I consider myself to
be a “glass half full” kind of guy, and
while there are no doubt many wonder-
ful aspects of 2005, I find as I look back
on the year my eyes are clouded with a
profound sense of grief.

During my nine-year tenure on this
township council, I have attended more
than my fair share of wakes and funer-
als as we have lost individuals or their
loved ones affiliated in some way to the
Scotch Plains municipal family. 2005
was a particularly difficult year in that
we lost three notable friends and col-
leagues who worked with us in the
building where we today gather.
Frederica Strickland, who worked lat-
est in our tax collector’s office, Police
Chief Mark Zyla and most recently
Township Attorney Douglas Hansen all
passed on suddenly and well before
their time. It will be hard to look back
on 2005 and not reflect on these dear
friends and to remember seeing our
municipal building flag at half staff,
from my perspective in this position
more often than not. It is my hope and
solemn prayer that our flag soon re-
turns to the top of the flag pole and
remains there for the balance of the
year.

2006 holds promise for completion
of some outstanding issues, further-
ance of projects set in motion in the past
year, dusting off some items not dis-
cussed for some time and, of course, the
potential for new pieces of business for
the community. Recently, one local
newspaper editorial stated this Scotch
Plains municipal government was “rela-
tively allergic to spending money.” I
think we all welcome this label and in
some ways wear it as a badge of honor
for we realize the great burden that
annual non-discretionary spending
places on our taxpayers. In spite of our
alleged allergy I envision 2006 as a year
in which significant discretionary in-
vestment in the community can be made
to maintain Scotch Plains as a highly
sought-after place to live and raise a
family.

Much needed renovations and re-
pairs to this municipal building must
take place in 2006. I don’t think we
could survive another winter without
them. After preliminary architectural
and engineering investigations, it has
become apparent that our public works
building on Plainfield Avenue is far
beyond repair and renovation. The Big
Bad Wolf on an off day could easily
take that place out. Our organization,
most importantly our public property
employees, deserve a new facility in
2006. There can be no further waiting.
As we speak renovations to our public
library are taking place. This $800,000
investment was no doubt necessary and
critical. However, our library has sim-
ply run out of space for additional ma-
terials and programs.

The library, like no other municipal
facility in Scotch Plains, is a place
where every member of the community
can find relevant activity. In order to
bring our library up to standards set by
other libraries in Union County and to
keep pace with ever increasing patron
visits, our library needs to expand, and
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By Mayor Martin Marks, Scotch Plains

New DPW Building Tops
SP Projects for 2006

this governing body ought to make a
commitment to this investment in 2006.

Last year during this time I laid out a
vision for a senior center/community
center for Scotch Plains. Our recre-
ation department, with input and direc-
tion of our senior citizen advisory com-
mittee, set out on the planning process
for such a facility. Members of the
township council and members of the
recreation commission have met on
several occasions during the year to
review the initial architectural plans for
a center at Brookside Park. In 2006 it is
my desire and intention that the scope,
location and funding mechanism of this
facility be finalized with construction
to follow thereafter.

Since I just mentioned our recreation
department it would be appropriate to
reference the great strides we have made
in fulfilling the promise of new ball
fields, renovations to existing parks and
the plans to continue this process on
into the future. We have made great use
of our Open Space Trust Fund estab-
lished by referendum of our voters in
1999. We will continue to use the funds
from this voter mandate for our recre-
ational facilities in the coming years.

Scotch Plains was the recent recipi-
ent of a $172,000 county grant for ball-
field lighting and it will be used. The
technology for field lighting has come
a long way and now light leakage to
surrounding areas is relatively nonex-
istent. We have identified three poten-
tial sites for field lighting and we will
finalize plans for one, two or all three in
the coming months. The three sites are:
the County Vo-Tech fields on Raritan
Road, which are also scheduled for
expansion this year; Brookside Park,
which has a commitment from the coun-
cil for a new artificial turf soccer/foot-
ball field and a new 90-foot baseball
diamond, and the southside field along
the Martine Avenue extension. Stay
tuned for more information on these
field improvements.

I am pleased to announce that the
software and hardware for our Scotch
Plains Television Community Bulle-
tin Board has finally arrived and is
now up and running. Those wishing to
post an announcement for the new
system should send your material to
SPTV Community Calendar, care of
SPTV, 667 Westfield Rd., Scotch
Plains. There is now increased poten-
tial for Scotch Plains Television from
many perspectives and I would like to
thank the community for their patience
during the last few months of transi-
tion.

In the interest of time I would like to
briefly mention some of the other is-
sues and projects that the residents of
Scotch Plains will hear about in the
New Year. We will continue to press
County and State officials for a much-
needed and long-overdue deer-reduc-
tion program for the Ashbrook Reser-
vation. The council is interested in sit-
ting down with county officials to voice
our concerns for their announced plans
for the Sevell Ponderosa property on
Cooper Road. I hope to finally see
definitive action by the council and the
planning board on what has become
known as the Hedge property and park-
ing lot adjacent to the municipal build-
ing. We will offer encouragement and
support to the Rotary Club as they con-
tinue with plans to renovate the historic
Frazee House on Raritan Road. We also
look forward to a mid-year visit from a
delegation from our sister city
Montazzoli, Italy as the Scotch Plains
Italian American Club celebrates its

100th anniversary.
The last issue I would like to mention

is one that is referenced at every reorga-
nization meeting in my recollection
and numerous times thereafter and that
is the scourge of property taxes in Scotch
Plains and across the State of New
Jersey. During my tenure as mayor I
have tried to remind the public here in
town and across the state that the sys-
tem that causes us to rely so heavily on
property taxes has been created by state
government in Trenton and can only be
changed by state government in Tren-
ton unless – of course, a Constitutional
Convention for Property Tax Reform is
convened.

I have traveled the state with my
fellow mayors and in my capacity as an
executive board member of the New
Jersey League of Municipalities to rally
state government to finally deal with
the issue or to step aside and let the
Constitutional Convention take place. I
have even gone so far as to publicly call
our state legislators (both Republican
and Democrat) political “cowards” for
sidestepping property-tax reform year
after year.

I have also publicly stated that some
of the blame in fact rests with the citi-
zens of New Jersey who by their action,
(or lack of action as the case may be) at
the ballot box, continually send the
same do-nothing legislators back to
Trenton election after election. The case
in point is the election of last Novem-
ber. All 80 seats to the General Assem-
bly were at stake and out of 73 incum-
bents running for office, 70 were re-
elected by rather substantial margins.
You would think that the citizens of
New Jersey are quite content with our
current representatives in Trenton even
though property-tax reform consistently
polls as the number-one concern on our
minds.

The election of 2005 also had a turn-
out of less than 50 percent of registered
voters. Maybe we can take a page from
the brave and proud citizens of Iraq and
have indelible purple ink on hand at our
polling places for finger dipping and
public identification of who is doing
their civic duty. It probably wouldn’t be
a bad idea to have a small mirror in-
stalled in each ballot booth to remind
ourselves who is ultimately responsible
for whom we send to public office.

Finally I would like to extend a hearty
Happy New Year and my thank you to
Municipal Manager Tom Atkins and
our entire professional staff for making
the wheels of municipal government
run so smoothly. The same gratitude is
extended to the numerous individuals,
mostly serving in a volunteer capacity,
the council is about to appoint to vari-
ous positions in township government.
On behalf of my family, I wish my
colleagues on the township council,
their families and all citizens of Scotch
Plains, a safe and healthy 2006. Happy
New Year!

Codey Signs Kean Health
Savings Acct. Legislation

TRENTON – Acting Governor Ri-
chard Codey has signed into law leg-
islation sponsored by Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21) that will facilitate the
establishment of health savings ac-
counts in New Jersey.

Calling the new law “an important
step toward ensuring that every op-
tion to make health care more afford-
able is available,” Senator Kean noted
that the timely enactment of this leg-
islation will ensure that New Jersey
meets the December 31 deadline
mandated by federal law for compli-
ance with federal regulations.

Health Savings Accounts (HSAs)
are not an alternative to insurance.
Under federal law, they must be paired
with high-deductible health insurance
policies.  High-deductible insurance
policies have a minimum annual de-
ductible of $2,000.  Once the
deductibles are met, the health insur-
ance policy covers most medical ex-
penses for the rest of the year.

As with 401(k)s or IRAs, the indi-

vidual decides how to invest the
money in the HSA.  The tax-free
money can be used immediately to
pay for medical expenses or can re-
main invested, accumulating earn-
ings on a tax-deferred basis.  The
accounts are owned by the employ-
ees and remain theirs if they switch
jobs, become unemployed or retire.
In this way, they differ from flexible
spending accounts, which expire at
the end of one year regardless of
whether the money set aside has been
used.

“Health Savings Accounts have the
potential to relieve several of the lead-
ing problems facing our health care
system – the lack of patient autonomy,
the growing number of under- and
uninsured and the health insurance
premium spiral that pushes employ-
ers to reduce or terminate health ben-
efits,” noted Senator Kean.

“By allowing more flexibility,
HSAs will afford employers a better
opportunity to offer employees health
insurance at reasonable rates. Health
Savings Accounts allow small-busi-
ness owners who could previously
not afford health insurance for their
employees to purchase high-deduct-
ible insurance and pair it with an
HSA.”

SPECIAL KIDS…NJ FightSMA held a fundraiser on November 19 at the Echo
Lake Country Club in Westfield to raised research money for the genetic disease
Spinal Muscular Atrophy. Pictured are three area children who suffer from SMA,
from left to right: Patrick Higgins of Westfield, Noel Hazel and Michael Hazel of
Union. The Hazel siblings’ father, Michael, is manager of Starbucks of Westfield.

Benefit Slated for
Mother With Cancer
UNION – The Joseph Nugent Sr.

Association of Union County will
hold a fundraiser to help defray medi-
cal costs for a 39-year-old local mother
of three with cancer and no health
insurance.

The young woman has already un-
dergone surgery and will soon begin
radiation treatment, which will re-
quire isolation from her family to
decrease the chance of infection. She
will be unable to work for a long
period of time.

The benefit will be held on Sunday,
January 15, from 1 to 6 p.m. at the
Knights of Columbus, located at 328
Union Avenue (off Morris Avenue) in
Elizabeth.

Continuous Irish and American
music will be provided by The Willie
Lynch Showband, DJ Joe Colletti, St.
Columcille Pipe Band and the Union
County Police & Fire Pipes & Drums.
Tickets may be purchased at the door
for $20 per person, which includes
beer, wine and soda.

For information, call Kevin
Dowling, 732-594-1763; Joyce
Cahill, (732) 388-7382, or Carol
Martin, (732) 851-5109. Donations
may also be sent to: The Joseph
Nugent Sr. Association, c/o Kevin
Dowling, 61 Country Club Drive, Unit
no. 2, Union, NJ 07083.

Clarification From
Union County

In the December 22, 2005 edition
of The Westfield Leader, in the article
“Freeholders Receive 5.3 percent
raises for 06,” it was written that,
“The Board also unanimously passed
a resolution introduced by Freeholder
Mapp seeking immediate withdrawal
of U.S. troops from Iraq.”

The Union County Office of Public
Information provides a clarification
stating that the “resolution is for the
withdrawal of troops following the
development of an exit strategy with
a realistic timetable for Iraqi self-
rule.”

The resolution passed unanimously
9-0 on December 15 by the board
(#1347-2005) states: “Whereas the
Board of Chosen Freeholders of the
County of Union hereby strenuously
and respectfully urges President
George W. Bush to develop an exit
strategy with a realistic timetable to
prepare Iraq in securing its own gov-
ernment and safely bring home our
troops.”

NEW PRESIDENT…Henry Johnson
of Westfield was named president of
Fiduciary Trust Company Interna-
tional, a global investment manage-
ment firm. Mr. Johnson has also been
elected to the company’s Board of Di-
rectors.

Scotch Plains Businesses
Support Troops Overseas

SCOTCH PLAINS – Local busi-
nesses including L&B Printing,
State Farm Insurance, Fanwood
Dental Group and Connections Per-
sonnel are joining online retailer
MomSentMe.com to deliver some
homespun comfort to soldiers in
Iraq and Afghanistan. Local fami-
lies who have soldiers abroad will
be identified and the soldiers and
their entire platoon will be provided
with old-time candy, snacks, games
and sundry items.

The online company will select
100 stories to be published in an
illustrated book entitled “We’ll Win
Together – Stories From the
Homefront.” Ten adult authors will
win a publishing prize of $10,000
each. In addition, teens and children

also are encouraged to write about
their experiences. The company will
award 10 young authors laptop com-
puters and iPods. Once all entries
are received by December 2006,
MomSentMe.com will conduct an
“America Votes” campaign to select
the best stories. The grand prize is a
destination vacation package valued
at $20,000.

MomSentMe.com is an online mar-
ketplace that delivers confectionary,
flowers and gift baskets, as well as
national pride, nostalgic and enter-
tainment merchandise. For more in-
formation on MomSentMe, please visit
www.MomSentMe.com.

SP Health Dept.
Announces 2006 Dates
SCOTCH PLAINS - The Scotch

Plains Health Department will hold
monthly hypertension screening clin-
ics in the Community Room of the
Scotch Plains Public Library located
on Bartle Avenue. The clinics will
take place between 10 a.m. and noon
on the second Tuesday of each month
listed below.

Those persons who are over the age
of thirty and smoke, or are overweight
or have a family history of heart dis-
ease or diabetes and who have not had
their blood pressure checked recently
are particularly urged to attend these
clinics.

2006 Schedule: February 14; March
14; April 11; May 9; June 13; No
clinics in July and August; Septem-
ber 12; October 10; November 14 and
December 12.

CLASSIFIEDS
see goleader.com


