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Dr. Robert Petix

Detective Chambers Returns
To Work After Suspension

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A suspended
Westfield police officer returned to
work Tuesday after opting not to ap-
peal the 15-day suspension imposed
by the town for fixing a parking ticket
for her son.

Detective Sandra Chambers re-
turned to her job Tuesday as a de-
tective in the police department’s
juvenile detective bureau, accord-
ing to Town Administrator Jim
Gildea.

“I received notification (last Fri-
day) from her attorney that she has
accepted the penalty, so she is back
at work today,” Mr. Gildea told The
Westfield Leader Tuesday morning.
“So there will be no appeal.”

Mr. Gildea said Police Chief John
Parizeau would meet with Detective
Chambers “to discuss procedures
and to get her back in the fold.”
Chief Parizeau replaced the retired
former chief Bernard Tracy in Janu-

ary.
Hearing Officer James Damato

found Detective Chambers guilty on
five of seven charges by a disciplin-
ary hearing officer for having a park-
ing ticket for her son voided. Detec-
tive Chambers was found guilty of
official misconduct, neglect of duty,
“illegal reduction or deletion of a
parking summons for personal gain,”
conduct unbecoming of a police of-
ficer and using one’s authority to in-
fluence or modify an action of an-
other officer. Two charges of false
swearing were dismissed.

In his decision Mr. Damato cited
the detective’s “exemplary service to
town. Chambers was, and I believe is,
a valuable member of the Westfield
Police Department.”

Mr. Gildea concurred with Mr.
Damato’s ruling, which was non-
binding, and imposed the 15-day sus-
pension, “as a forfeiture of accrued
vacation time” as recommended by
Mr. Damato.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOT FOR SALE!…Port Elizabeth is busy as usual but citizens, mindful of 911 and the war on terror, are in shock that the
Bush administration approved a port deal Monday turning operations over to an Arab government-owned company. The
political malaise is boiling over as officials of both parties are standing up to a defiant President. Locally, the man on the street
has few printable words to say on the matter.

Elected Leaders Blast Bush on
Sale of Ports to Arab Company
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Officials denounced Presi-
dent George W. Bush and his admin-
istration for allowing six U.S. ports,
including several in New York and
New Jersey, to be operated by Dubai
Ports World, a state-owned in the
United Arab Emirates.

Dubai is seeking to purchase Brit-
ish-owned Peninsular and Oriental
Steam Navigation Co., which oper-
ate commercial ports in Baltimore,
Miami, New Jersey, New Orleans and
New York.

Governor Jon Corzine announced
Tuesday that the state would file fed-
eral and state lawsuits in state supe-
rior court in Newark to block the sale.
“It is essential that we exercise ex-
treme prudence in determining who
will manage this area and take every
precaution possible to ensure that all
operators of the port can guarantee
the greatest level of security to New
Jersey residents.”

State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-
21, Westfield), a candidate for U.S.
Senate, said “it is an outrage that

President Bush would allow the sale
of American ports to a foreign-based
company with ties to terrorism.”

He said if the President “does not
change course,” he has asked Gover-
nor Corzine to exercise a provision in
the lease between the Port Authority
of New York and New Jersey and the
Port Newark Container Terminal, the
current operator at Port Newark, to
give the Port Authority “the ability to
void the provisions of the lease if the
transaction is contrary to public in-
terest.” Governor Corzine said that
the Port Authority would seek to ter-
minate its lease with Newark Termi-
nal, noting the existing lease requires
“prior written approval” by the Port
Authority.

Congressman Mike Ferguson (R-
7th) said in letters to Homeland Secu-
rity Secretary Michael Chertoff and
House leaders that selling the ports to
the Arab company “is not in America’s
national security interests.” In his let-
ter, he vowed to support legislation
“to block this decision.” Rep.
Ferguson has called on House Speaker
Dennis Hastert to immediately con-

vene congressional oversight hear-
ings. He said he would support legis-
lation to freeze the agreement until
hearings are completed.

President Bush has vowed to allow
the deal to proceed, saying he would
veto any action by Congress to stop
the transaction.

“I can understand why some in
Congress have raised questions about
whether or not our country will be
less secure as a result of this transac-
tion. But they need to know that our
government has looked at this issue
and looked at it carefully,” he said
Tuesday on the South Lawn of the
White House.

“If there was any question as to
whether or not this country would be
less safe as a result of the transaction,
it wouldn’t go forward,” he said.

“I also want to repeat something
again, and that is, this is a company
that has played by the rules, that has
been cooperative with the United
States, a country that’s an ally in the
war on terror, and it would send a
terrible signal to friends and allies not
to let this transaction go through.” He
said the U.S. Coast Guard and U.S.
Customs would continue to manage
security of the ports.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(LD-22, Fanwood), a candidate for
Congress, said allowing the sale of
the ports to occur would present a
“security risk for New Jersey and will
not keep us safe.”

She said the Bush Administration
“appears blinded by the lucrative deal”
and has not considered the security
risk to the region. “I think it is a
mistake to allow this deal to pro-
ceed,” she said.

“I am looking at a legislative re-
sponse at the state level,” she said,
noting that New Jersey officials should
be consulted to provide a security
review “before we allow a transac-
tion like this to occur.”

She said the Republican-controlled
Congress has authorized spending
billions of dollars on the Iraq war
rather than providing sufficient funds
for protecting U.S. borders and se-
curing United States ports.

“They (Congress and the Bush
Administration) have failed us,” As-
semblywoman Stender said.

Westfield Council Discusses
John Morgan’s Resignation

County Reverses Position,
Scraps Proposed Farm Idea

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – A capacity audi-
ence at the Union County administra-
tive building last Thursday protested
a proposed Green Meadows
Children’s Farm at the site of the
former Scotch Plains-based Sevell
Ponderosa property. Residents raised
environmental, engineering, traffic
and health concerns to the board,
which, after retiring for a 30-minute
closed session, reversed its initial
decision and scrapped the children’s
farm project altogether.

Following the meeting, crowds who
hours earlier grilled county represen-
tatives and assailed the idea as a
“profit-making scheme” “rammed
down our throats,” were seen shaking
hands with freeholders and thanking
them for listening to the community’s
concerns.

At 8:35 p.m., after discussing regu-
lar board business, Chairman Al
Mirabella said the county acted as a
“good neighbor” in buying the prop-
erty to save the area from the devel-
opment of townhouses. Freeholder
Mirabella said the county’s interest
was in the property not remaining
“dormant” and felt the current pro-
posal “would be consistent with the
continued use of an existing farm.”
While saying that the county did its
best to consider work with “the least
traffic impact to the community (of
the options considered),” and touting
Green Meadows proprietor Tim Keyes
as a “good corporate neighbor,” he
regretted a “breakdown in communi-
cation.” When asked, Freeholder
Mirabella indicated that the lease with
Green Meadows had not been signed.

County Manager George Devanney

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At Tuesday’s con-
ference meeting, the council discussed
Parking Director John Morgan’s res-
ignation, ramifications of a person-
nel shift at the Department of Public
Works and the remediation of lot eight.

Administrator Jim Gildea informed
the council that Captain Morgan had
tendered his resignation. Mr. Gildea
said the issue “came up late Friday
and today (Tuesday).”

“I have accepted a resignation letter
of our Parking Director John Morgan.
He has been offered a position as the
national sales manager of Metric Park-
ing. They’re the company that we ac-
tually hired to do all our pay stations.
The offer was too good to refuse. We
had a discussion Friday and I spoke to
the mayor about it over the weekend
just to let him know. He’s aware of it.
It’s going to be a loss for us.

“At the end of the day, during the
three years he was here, we’ve grown
by leaps and bounds,” Mr. Gildea
continued.

In terms of filling the vacancy and
in keeping in mind the mayor’s motto
of “doing more with less,” Mr. Gildea
said he would confer with new Police
Chief John Parizeau and the mayor to
“see what’s suitable under our cur-
rent needs.” Captain Morgan’s last
day will be March 3.

Acting Mayor Mark Ciarrocca, who
chaired the Public Safety,
Transportaton and Parking Commit-
tee last year, said “I worked very
closely with John (Morgan) to devise
the parking plan and a lot of the
improvements in parking system are
the result of a lot of John’s work. He
was a real asset to the town as we
talked about how were going to trans-
form our parking system and improve
our downtown lots and increase ca-
pacity.”

Calling the decision “timely,” Act-
ing Mayor Ciarrocca said the new
police chief and Mayor Andy
Skibitsky will meet to discuss possi-
bly “reallocating work” in Captain
Morgan’s absence.

Councilwoman Jo Ann Neylan gave
an update on the Public Works Com-
mittee, submitting the list of roads to
be improved and milled over the next
year, with many streets carried over
from 2005. With an eye towards the
impending budget, Councilwoman
Neylan categorized this year’s ap-

proach as an “aggressive but balanced
stance.”

Under a new policy, paving will
end on or about November 15 to limit
the amount of carryovers and still
address leaf pickup and snow removal
concerns. The estimate for the pro-
posed streets, which includes Pros-
pect Street, Ferris Place, Karen Ter-
race, Mountain View Terrace, Boule-
vard, Codding Road, Lynwood Place
and Hyslip Avenue, came to under $1
million.

Also, Councilwoman Neylan said
“under the guidance of First Ward
Councilman Peter Echausse,” her
committee studied the possibility of
transferring public works staff to the
recreation department. Though the
logistics are not set yet, the idea would
be for perhaps four workers to be
shifted to the recreation department
in order to maintain and monitor the
fields, with the objective of being
“more user friendly.” This exchange
would occur in a trial capacity be-
tween April 1 and October 31 be-
cause it represents the peak season
for field maintenance requests.

She explained that the workers
“would not sit idle” during the fall
and winter seasons when leaves and
snow removal present a heavy
workload; rather, the plan would shift
their responsibilities from field main-
tenance to more traditional public
works initiatives starting November
1. The councilwoman was assured
that “user groups support the idea”
and hopes to have the support of the
Teamsters Union, who represents
public works employees.

Councilman Echausse said the ar-
rangement allows the town to take
field maintenance “to the next level”
and anticipates “further cooperation
with the board of education” to the
point where the town creates “one
entity dealing with the fields on a
shared services basis.”

Responding to public comment, Mr.
Gildea said remediation of Elm Street’s
lot eight is progressing well. The com-
pany in charge of clean up found an
extra tank, in addition to the four iden-
tified by the town’s consultants, and
final arrangements to remove contami-
nated soil around the center island of
the lot will continue. According to Mr.
Gildea, work will be finalized in a
week or two. In addition, he said the
town is “pursuing reimbursement for
some or all of the project.”

Dr. Petix Retires As WF
High School Principal

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – After 26 years as
Westfield High School’s Principal, Dr.
Robert Petix announced his retirement
effective June 30. Only the school’s
fourth principal since 1923, Dr. Petix
has seen more than 10,000 students
graduate from WHS during his ten-
ure. He said he mulled his departure
for years, this year “everything came
into place.”

“The school is in good shape; I don’t
think there’s any
unfinished business
that I’ll hand over
to my successor,” he
said. “The major
reason I’m leaving
is because I’m older.
I’m 63 years old and
people say there’ll
come a time when
you don’t want to
be here anymore.
My enthusiasm not
only has not waned;
it’s gotten greater,
greater than ever.”

A French teacher
before beginning
his tenure as assis-
tant principal in
1974 and principal in 1980, his years
in leadership positions allowed him to
describe the attributes necessary to be
successful at Westfield High School.

“There are a lot of forces,” he said.
“There are teachers, parents and the
board of education, which is more
involved in day-to-day operation of
the school than it ever was. I would
hope that he or she would have the
inner strength to listen to all of the
‘stakeholders.’ You need someone
who respects academic integrity and
has the stomach to take criticism.”

Saying he’ll “miss it all,” letting go
will be a learning process. Talking about
a Middle Student study, which exam-
ines the school’s emphasis on motivat-
ing students in neither the highest or
lowest rungs of academic achievement
who may perceive themselves to be
neglected, Dr. Petix, in the past week,
familiarized himself with the issue’s
foundations. Now, going against instinct,
Dr. Petix knows the issue is one in which
he may make suggestions, but ultimately,
the decision is out of his hands.

“I think ‘gee, next year we’ll do
this’ and then I realize ‘oh wait, I’m
not going to be here.’ I miss not mov-
ing ahead with that (Middle Students

study), but I’ll have to adjust to that.
It is hard. But that’s life.”

Assistant Principal Bob Eyre, hired
in June 1975 by Dr. Petix to teach
English, said it is “hard to imagine a
day in WHS without seeing or hear-
ing Bob Petix,” adding that he was
“stunned” by the announcement.

Mr. Eyre categorized Dr. Petix as
“an intellectual to begin with, and he
has a PhD in Philosophy, which makes
him a rare bird. He has led us to value
intellectual debate and inquiry. In this

high school, I felt
I could debate and
discuss subjects in
my classes that in
other schools
would be taboo.”

Under the um-
brella of diversity,
Mr. Eyre described
Dr. Petix as having
“done tremendous
amounts in the ar-
eas of African-
American aware-
ness, the role of
young women in
the school and the
gay/straight alli-
ance. Other
schools have

looked to us as a model in those areas.”
Fellow Assistant Principal Noah

Tennant called the principal’s retire-
ment an “end of an era. He created an
environment of inclusiveness and was
baffled by closed-mindedness.”

Dr. Petix spoke of his experience
recovering from a heart bypass in his
first year as principal. Calling the
bypass “the best thing that ever hap-
pen to me,” he said it put into focus
even more that “you only have one
life and make most of it.”

Besides personal trials, Dr. Petix has
led the school through two student deaths
and a teacher’s suicide. Dr. Petix re-
called September 11, 2002, though, as
his most difficult day. Exactly a year
following the collapse of the trade tow-
ers, a windstorm dislodged a 1,500-
pound tree limb, falling on, and ulti-
mately killing, 14-year-old Greta
Schoenemann.

“Clearly, the toughest day for me
ever was when Greta (Schonenman)
died,” he said. “That was awful, a
ninth-grade student dying from a tree
right outside my window. That’s al-
ways been the toughest day for me.”

Though taking his job seriously, he

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FREE CHEERS...Scotch Plains residents who galvanized and filled the Union
County Administrative Building to voice concerns over an “interactive farm” being
placed on Cooper Road, stand and applaud the Union County Freeholders after
they reversed an earlier decision and ultimately sided with the residents.
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Captain John Morgan Resigns
As Westfield Parking Director

By VICTORIA MCCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Parking Director
Captain John Morgan has tendered
his resignation to Westfield Police
Chief John Parizeau and Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea. The director
of Westfield’s parking services for
the past three years, Captain Morgan
sent a resignation letter to Chief
Parizeau and Mr. Gildea on Tuesday,
informing them of his decision to
accept a job offer from an interna-
tional parking-systems company.

According to Mr. Gildea, Captain
Morgan has accepted a position as the
national sales manager of the Metric
Group, the company that Westfield
employed to implement the pay-sta-
tion parking system in downtown lots.

The town administrator announced
Captain Morgan’s resignation, effec-
tive March 3, to the town council and
other attendees at Tuesday’s meet-
ing. He said that Captain Morgan had
told him that he was considering
Metric’s job offer on Friday. Mr.
Gildea spoke with Mayor Andy
Skibitsky about the matter over the
weekend, and after he relayed that
conversation to Captain Morgan after

the holiday weekend, the parking di-
rector ultimately submitted his resig-
nation letter.

“[Metric’s] offer was too good to
refuse,” Mr. Gildea said.

The Metric Group is a European
company that has installed more than
60,000 pay stations in 45 countries,
according to the company’s website.
Chief Parizeau said that Metric is
“trying to break into the U.S. market.
Captain Morgan worked with them to
set up the pay stations in Westfield
from the very beginning, and they
saw his value as an employee for
them.”

As Westfield’s parking director,
Captain Morgan oversaw all meter

personnel, as well as ticketing and
processing procedures. He also
worked with the town council, advis-
ing them on parking issues.

His resignation was “a surprise,”
the police chief said. “This was strictly
a financial decision [for him].”

“This is a good opportunity for
John, and it is also a good opportunity
for us,” Mr. Gildea said. “We’ll do
our best to make a smooth transition.”

Both Chief Parizeau and Mr. Gildea
said that they will meet over the next
few weeks to discuss options for
moving forward. They said that they
will work together to decide whether
to install a new person in the role of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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POLICE BLOTTER
GW BOE Hints of Budget
Cuts; Teachers Pact Near

Westfield
Friday, February 10, a 17-year-old male

student was charged with aggravated as-
sault after he allegedly tried to wipe blood
on a teacher at a Westfield Avenue school.
Police said the student had poked himself
with a pen prior to the incident. The youth
was turned over to a responsible adult.

Friday, February 10, a Union resident
reported that someone scratched her car
on Elm Street.

Friday, February 10, a Westfield resi-
dent reported that one or more unknown
individuals spray-painted obscenities on
her motor vehicle in the 700 block of
North Avenue, West.

Friday, February 10, an employee of a
business in the 400 block of South Av-
enue, East, reported a drop box outside
the establishment was pried open. It was
uncertain how much money had been
taken from the box.

Friday, February 10, a cellular tele-
phone and $10 in cash was reported stolen
from a locker at a local intermediate school.

Friday, February 10, several people
were arrested following a motor vehicle
stop at South and Central Avenues. Khalif
Bell, 23, of Elizabeth was charged with
unlawful possession of a handgun, pos-
session of hollow point bullets and pos-
session of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. He was held pending bail.

Akbar Mickens, 21, of Roselle and
Aminah Coage, 21, of Linden each were
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana. Both were
issued summonses and released.

Saturday, February 11, a Pierson Street

resident reported the unlawful use of her
bank check/debit card – $1,309 in unau-
thorized withdrawals and purchases was
transacted.

Tuesday, February 14, after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation,
Byron Collier, 39, of Highland Park was
arrested at South Avenue and Hort Street
on an outstanding traffic warrant for $114
issued by the Linden Municipal Court.
Collier was released after posting bail.

Wednesday, February 15, Vencine
Elliott, 56, of Plainfield was arrested in
the 600 block of North Avenue, East, on
an outstanding traffic warrant for $46
from North Plainfield. He was released
after posting bail.

Wednesday, February 15, a resident of
the 300 block of First Street reported an
incident of credit card fraud. The victim
said she received a call from her bank
about her bank VISA card having been
used outside New Jersey to make $1,000
worth of purchases.

Thursday, February 16, Ryjon Burke,
33, of Westfield was arrested during a mo-
tor vehicle stop at Mountain and Lawrence
Avenues on an outstanding traffic warrant
for $1,614 issued by Watchung Boro Mu-
nicipal Court. He did not post bail and was
turned over to Watchung authorities.

Thursday, February 16, Roberto
Gonzalez, 29, of Raleigh, N.C. was ar-
rested at Central Avenue and Cacciola
Place and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI), DWI with a minor as
a passenger and refusal to submit to chemi-
cal testing. He was released to a respon-
sible individual.

Friday, February 17, Justine Quartararo,
30, of Westfield was arrested in the 700
block of Central Avenue on an outstand-
ing traffic warrant for $250. Quartararo
was released after posting bail.

Friday, February 17, a local resident
reported that one or more unknown per-
sons caused damage to a concrete wall on
East Gate Square.

Friday, February 17, a Kenilworth resi-
dent reported her motor vehicle was dam-
aged by having eggs thrown at it while it
was parked behind a business in the 100
block of East Broad Street.

Saturday, February 18, Andrea Hester,
24, of Westfield was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at Central Avenue and
Harrow Road and charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana. She was released with a summons.

Fanwood
Wednesday, February 15, Thomas

Napier, Jr., 46, of Barnegat was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on North Av-
enue revealed there were outstanding
warrants for him.

Wednesday, February 15, Duquan
Randolph, 21, of Plainfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road
at Stewart Place revealed numerous out-
standing warrants for him. Randolph, who
also was charged with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance, was held
on $10,000 bail.

Wednesday, February 15, India James,
32, of Plainfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Midway Avenue revealed
outstanding warrants.

Wednesday, February 15, Michael
Roberson, 40, of Plainfield was arrested on
outstanding warrants following a motor ve-
hicle stop at Terrill Road and South Avenue.

Thursday, February 16, Roland
Simeon, Jr., 26, of Edison was arrested on
a no-bail warrant following a field inves-
tigation.

Saturday, February 18, Jeanpaul
Longueil, 23, of Annandale was arrested
and charged with DWI at Martine and
South Avenues.

Saturday, February 18, Edison Solis,
34, of North Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop and charged
with hindering and providing false infor-
mation. He also was arrested on outstand-
ing warrants.

Sunday, February 19, Ashley Pekios,
23, of Warren was arrested and charged
with DWI at Hetfield and Princeton Av-
enues.

Sunday, February 19, Christopher
Koltzan, 24, of Lodi was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at South and Old
South Avenues on an outstanding warrant.

Sunday, February 19, Hugo Camino,
36, of Piscataway was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue at
First Street, which revealed there were
outstanding warrants for him.

Monday, February 20, Dwayne
Dennard, 41, of Hillside was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road at Front Street on outstanding war-
rants. William Burwell, 60, of Newark, a
passenger, also was arrested on outstand-
ing warrants.

Monday, February 20, Brian Bulled,
30, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
Westfield Road following a motor ve-
hicle stop, which revealed outstanding
warrants.

Scotch Plains
Monday, February 13, a Country Club

Lane resident reported being the victim of
harassment. The victim stated his son’s
friend called him several times and yelled
at him. It is unknown why the friend was
making the calls.

Wednesday, February 15, a student at
the Magnet School reported being the
victim of a theft. The victim stated that
one or more unknown persons removed
her MP3 player, valued at $120, from her
purse during lunch.

Thursday, February 16, a student at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School re-
ported being the victim of theft. The vic-
tim stated that one or more unknown
persons removed money from his gym
bag during class.

Thursday, February 16, a student of the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools reported being the victim of as-
sault. The victim stated that a classmate
struck him on the side of his head after
they got into a heated argument. Police
are investigating the matter.

Friday, February 17, Tieshone
Andrews, 30, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with disorderly con-
duct and obstruction. According to po-
lice, Andrews refused to answer ques-
tions or provide identification after police
arrived on the scene of the incident.

Mountainside
Saturday, February 18, Isaac Graves,

30, of Plainfield was arrested on con-
tempt of court charges. He was held on
$332 bail.

Monday, February 20, Randolph
Newell, 38, of Elizabeth was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Route
22, West, for excessive smoke. The stop
revealed he was driving with a suspended
license.

By AMY O’BRIEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood Board
of Education on February 15 hinted
at budget cuts, announced a tentative
salary agreement with teachers and
unveiled plans for new playground
and gym equipment.

The board also was given an update
on curriculum changes, the registra-
tion process and the ongoing building
project at Arthur L. Johnson High
School from Clark Superintendent of
Schools Dr. Brian Zychowski, cur-
riculum supervisor Susan Miksza and
guidance supervisor Barbara Russ.

Garwood Superintendent Dr. Will-
iam Murphy said the district would
receive $1,281 in new playground
and gym equipment from U.S. Games.
The equipment – including balls,
scooters, cones, hula-hoops, jump
ropes, floor hockey equipment and
other items – is a reward for money
raised in the recent School Walk for
the American Diabetes Association.

“Kudos to Janelle MacDougall and
the entire Lincoln School for a job
well done,” said Dr. Murphy.

“School children should be exer-
cising 60 minutes each day to prevent
disease and obesity. Hopefully, this
reward will encourage students to do
just that,” he noted.

Board Finance Committee Chair-
man James Matheson discussed on-
going budget talks, noting, “There
will be cuts to meet the budget.”

“We’re waiting for state figures –
given at the State of the State address
– that will give the cap level,” he
added. “Until then, all construction
payments have been suspended.”

There will be a special meeting on
Wednesday, March 29, at 7.30 p.m. to
approve the tentative budget, Mr.
Matheson said. The annual budget
hearing is slated for Thursday, April
6, at 7.30 p.m., to be followed by the
regularly scheduled board meeting.

In other news, the board has reached
a tentative agreement with the
Garwood teachers union and is work-
ing on a salary guide. Board and
union officials will then be given an
official agreement to ratify.

Meanwhile, board member Gary
Maher, in a reference to Chechnyan
rebels, expressed his displeasure with
security measures as the board moved
to approve the Lincoln School gym as
one of three polling places for the
Tuesday, April 18 school election.

“In this day and age, particularly given
situations like Breslan – in Russia where
the terrorists took over the school – I’m
concerned about doors remaining open
to the public during elections without a
security guard,” Mr. Maher said.

When board member Christine
Guerriero asked if there were past
incidents that might be cause for con-
cern, Dr. Murphy said there were

none.
After Dr. Murphy explained where

security gates are in the building and
how they worked, the board moved to
ensure sufficient security at the polls.

The board also announced there
will be a ribbon cutting and open
house at Lincoln School on Wednes-
day, March 8, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

The ceremony will be followed by a
Parent-Teacher Association meeting
that will feature a presentation on the
new Local Wellness/Nutrition policy,
as well as a talk on Internet safety –
and use of the website myspace.com
by Officer James Wright of the
Garwood Police Department.

De Jesus to Replace Osty
As MS Borough Clerk

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE –After 16 years
of service to Mountainside, Borough
Clerk Judy Osty has announced her
retirement effective Friday, March
31. She will be replaced by Martha
De Jesus.

In addition to serving as borough
clerk, she holds the positions of deputy
tax collector, recording secretary for
the Mountainside Board of Health
and the Registrar of Vital Statistics.
Ms. Osty noted that for her first six
months of employment for the bor-
ough, she served as the receptionist/
administrative secretary.

“It was the most pleasant working
experience,” stated Ms. Osty. “The
governing body was wonderful to
work with. I’ll miss all the people that
I worked with over the last 16 years.”

Before working for Mountainside,
Ms. Osty worked for five years in the
Roselle clerk’s office. Prior to that,
she worked for a Roselle Park print-
ing company as sales associate and as
assistant to the president of the com-
pany.

She currently is a member of the
New Jersey Municipal Clerks’ Asso-
ciation, the Municipal Clerks’ Asso-
ciation of Union County, the New
Jersey Registrars’ Association and the

Union County Registrars’ Associa-
tion.

Ms. Osty noted that she would be
moving to Ohio to live near her daugh-
ter. She has three children and nine
grandchildren.

For the last three years she has
resided in Linden. Prior to that, she
lived in Clark for 10 years and Roselle
for 19 years.

Ms. De Jesus came on board on
February 13. In addition to her duties
as the borough clerk, Ms. De Jesus
will also be the borough’s purchasing
agent and will act as the confidential
secretary to the mayor.

According to Ms. De Jesus, she
will be certified as a borough clerk
once she finishes her final class for
certification and takes the certifica-
tion test. Afterwards, she will also
serve as the borough’s registrar.

Before coming to Mountainside,
Ms. De Jesus worked for two years as
the Borough of Kenilworth’s deputy
municipal clerk. Prior to that, she
worked in Kenilworth’s purchasing
and tax office for six years.

She lives in Union with her hus-
band and two children.

“I am very pleased to be working
for the Borough of Mountainside and
am looking forward to working there
for many years to come,” she said.

highlighted earlier instances in which
farm discussion arose with Scotch
Plains. The most recent discussion
occured on January 17, when the
county manager and the freeholder
chairman met with Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks. During that
meeting, according to Mr. Devanney,
“the mayor said he hadn’t heard sig-
nificant opposition to the project.”

Mr. Devanney said that, “contrary
to rumors in the press,” the facility
would be an “interactive recreational
farm for children,” not a petting zoo.
According to Mr. Devanney, the
project had “not expanded from when
we began briefing the mayor. Noth-
ing has changed.” The farm, he said,
would operate from May through
October, seven days a week, from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. Mr. Devanney said that
he had committed a “tactical error on
behalf of the county that our commu-
nication was solely with the adminis-
tration and the town council.”

Scotch Plains Deputy Mayor Nancy
Malool “clarified” that the county’s
plan “has been expanded or kept from
us.” Ms. Malool, who attended the
meetings, said Mr. Keyes gave a “con-
ceptual outline.”

“We were given a sketch,” she said.
“To say that we have been apprised of
this only to imply we were in favor of
it is disingenuous at best.” Ms. Malool
said she had suggested holding a pub-
lic forum to gauge the neighbors’
level of commitment. “We have come
out in opposition because the scope
and the magnitude far exceed what
we were led to believe. To imply we
have been in on this is the furthest
thing from the truth,” she said.

Scotch Plains resident Marc
Rogoff, an attorney, said the farm
was a “horrendous idea.” He said the
contingent is not opposed to petting
zoos or animals; “we’re opposed to
dropping a farm in the middle of an
R1 zone bounded by a narrow road
with no sidewalks, no shoulders. It’s
ludicrous to place this profit-making
operation under the guise of open
space and drop it in the middle of
Cooper Road.”

Eric Smith, speaking on the eco-
nomic impact of the project, said that
the county spent $10 million on the
project and the proposed rent is
$50,000, leaving a “.5 percent return
to the taxpayers. That’s a pathetic rate
of return on our investment as tax-
payers for this type of application.”

Eric Parker, who said he grew up
on a farm in North Carolina, said he
was “qualified to recognize a farm.
This is not a farm. It’s an amusement
park or a tourist attraction.” Jeff
Mayerson, a veteran of Wall Street,
said the county and Scotch Plains
were being “duped” by a “snake oil
salesman.”

John Reilly said the “mayor and
council are in for a rough day tomor-
row (last Friday). That lawyer (Will-
iam Butler) set the tone (during the
aborted Scotch Plains Planning Board
meeting). He muscled us. I felt it. I’m
from New York, I know where he’s
coming from. You should fire him.”

After a half hour of deliberation in
executive session, the freeholders re-
emerged shortly after 9:45 p.m. and
jettisoned the proposal. Freeholder
Mirabella said, “we will not be mov-
ing forward with the farm. After tak-
ing a good hard look at it tonight, and
listening to residents, we decided this
was not the best fit for the commu-

Union County Freeholder Chair-
man Alexander Mirabella said the
board would draft a resolution to op-
pose the sale of the ports. Noting that
the county is home to the Port of
Elizabeth, he added, “We obviously
have considerable concerns.”

He said the freeholders would sup-
port joint opposition by Democrats
and Republicans, “to fight back
against the Bush Administration and
to let him know this is unacceptable.”
He said allowing the sale to go through
would “invite terrorism” into the port.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Green Meadows Farm
nity. We do have the intention to use
the facility for recreational purposes.”
Upon hearing the statement, the crowd
stood and applauded the freeholders’
position reversal.

Freeholder Adrian Mapp, who in-
dicated he attended the terminated
Scotch Plains meeting, said, “the con-
cerns you shared (health concerns,
quality of life) had an impact. We
made the right decision and we do
listen to you,” he said.

Freeholder Rick Proctor, the
board’s chairman last year, apolo-
gized, saying, “we should have had
this type of public meeting last year.
We thought there would be an oppor-
tunity before tonight to discuss this
with the community. I failed to bring
that back to the administration. I
dropped the ball on that regard.”

Freeholder Dan Sullivan summarized
the evening as “an exercise in democ-
racy” and anticipated seeing a “lot of
young boys and girls hitting baseballs
or kicking soccer balls” in the future.

Following the meeting, Freeholder
Mirabella told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that living in
Fanwood had impacted his decision.
“It (living in Fanwood) probably did
(impact my decision). I drive on
Martine Avenue every day. I know the
neighborhoods. It’s close to home.
Saying it was “way too early,” he did
indicate the space would fulfill a rec-
reational use but the board would
“find a use that makes sense.”

admitted “I like to do shtick on the
loudspeaker. Why not make those 10
minutes of announcements and hu-
man and fun. I like people to laugh.
Part of my visibility has been through
the PA, interestingly enough.”

He wouldn’t divulge his wife’s
plans, but said he will remain in Scotch
Plains. Having time to devote to hob-
bies and personal interests starting
July 1, Dr. Petix said he is starting
with a “clean slate and do whatever I
want. I love music. I have a CD col-
lection I want to continue to cata-
logue and relax and listen to. I want to
play the guitar again, maybe play the
trombone again; I used to do that
when I was a kid. I want to do com-
munity service. I was not called for
Vietnam. I always felt indebted to the
men and women who served there. I
don’t know what I can do at this point,
but I want to help.”

Some of the academic programs he
has supported behind the scenes will
begin in his absence. He spoke fondly
of the “Hi’s Eye of the Air,” in which
students will decide whether they want
to pursue print or electronic journalism.
In addition, the school will work on
solving the Middle Student issue and
introduce “virtual high school,” whereby
students can take online courses. Dr.
Petix will see his ideas come to fruition,
only in a different capacity, as he transi-
tions to what comes next.

“When I had my heart bypass at 39
years of age, the doctor told me I
wouldn’t live past 60,” he said. “You
adjust to what is. A lot of people have
a lot tougher things to adjust to. It’s a
fun adjustment. I can do what I can
until June 30 and then I wish my
successor more success than I have.
Will it be tough? Yeah, but I think I’ll
be able to adjust to a change.”

No matter how he chooses to fill his
days, Dr. Petix will take the advice he
offers daily to his students – “have a
pleasant and rewarding day.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Dr. Petix
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Port Security

Ben Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PAY (STATION) TO PLAY...Captain John Morgan, shown above in April 2004,
submitted his letter of resignation Tuesday as parking director, with two weeks
notice, effective Friday, March 3. Captain Morgan will now become the national
sales manager for the Metric Group, the company the town purchased the pay
stations from for downtown parking lots.

parking director or whether to dis-
tribute those responsibilities to exist-
ing personnel.

In addition to serving as parking
director for the past three years, Cap-
tain Morgan has been a special police
officer for more than 30 years. Spe-
cial police officers, said Chief
Parizeau, volunteer their time for a
variety of special needs – they help
direct traffic on weekends and assist
police officers on mischief night, for
example. According to the police
chief, Captain Morgan will continue
to serve in that capacity.

“John has turned around the park-
ing department,” Chief Parizeau said.
“Fortunately for us, most of his work
reorganizing parking lots and setting
up the pay stations has been com-
pleted.”

“There is always an impact when
you lose someone with institutional
knowledge like John,” Mr. Gildea
said. “But the good news is that the
majority of the infrastructure and tech-
nology are already in place; what we
have to do now is maintain them.
We’ve already made plans and are in
some cases already moving forward
with other improvements. Would we
benefit from a parking director over-
seeing the process? Yes. But will we
look for new opportunities? Yes.”

Calls placed to Captain Morgan’s
office on Wednesday morning were
not returned by press time.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

John Morgan
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County Reverses Position, Scraps
Proposed Green Meadows Farm
By MICHAEL J. POLLACK

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – A capacity audi-
ence at the Union County administra-
tive building protested a proposed
Green Meadows Children’s
Farm at the site of the former
Sevell Ponderosa property in
the township. Residents
raised environmental, engi-
neering, traffic and health
concerns to the board, which,
after retiring for a 30-minute
closed session, reversed its
initial decision and scrapped
the children’s farm project
altogether.

Following the meeting,
crowds who hours earlier
grilled county representa-
tives and assailed the idea as
a “profit-making scheme”
that was “rammed down our
throats” were seen shaking
hands with freeholders and
thanking them for listening
to the community’s concerns.

At 8:35 p.m., after discuss-
ing regular board business,
Chairman Al Mirabella said
the county acted as a “good
neighbor” in buying the prop-
erty to save the area from the
development of townhouses. Free-
holder Mirabella said the county’s

interest was in the property not re-
maining “dormant” and felt the cur-
rent proposal “would be consistent
with the continued use of an existing
farm.” While saying that the county

did its best to consider work with “the
least traffic impact to the community

(of the options considered),” and tout-
ing Green Meadows proprietor Tim
Keyes as a “good corporate neigh-
bor,” he regretted a “breakdown in
communication.”

County Manager George
Devanney highlighted the ear-
lier instances where farm dis-
cussion arose. Mr. Devanney
said he met with Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks on
March 18, 2005, and “dis-
cussed moving forward on
the Sevell Farm.” Though dis-
cussing the possibility of a
restaurant or playing fields,
he indicated that the group
focused on Green Meadow
Children’s Farm as the “pre-
ferred use.”

Further, on April 19 of last
year the county’s recreation
and open space director gave
a presentation to the mayor
and the town council, while
Mr. Keyes spoke on the his-
tory of Green Meadow Farm.
“My feeling from the meet-
ing was that all the questions
from the council were an-
swered in full.”

The county spoke about
traffic concerns on Cooper

Road with T & M Associates, which,
according to Mr. Devanney, con-
ducted a traffic study and found that
the farm would “not have an adverse
impact on the traffic flow.” Finally, a
month ago, on January 17, the county
manager and the freeholder chairman
met with Mayor Marks. During that
meeting, the mayor said he hadn’t
heard significant opposition to the
project, Mr. Devanney said.

Mr. Devanney, said that, “contrary
to rumors in the press,” the facility
would be an “interactive recreational
farm for children,” not a petting zoo.
According to Mr. Devanney, the
project had “not expanded from when
we began briefing the mayor. Noth-
ing has changed.” The farm, he said,
would operate from May through
October, seven days a week from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. Mr. Devanney said that
he had committed a “tactical error on
behalf of the county that our commu-
nication was solely with the adminis-
tration and the town council.”

Scotch Plains Deputy Mayor Nancy
Malool “clarified” that the county’s
plan “has been expanded or kept from
us.” Ms. Malool, who attended the
meetings, said Mr. Keyes gave a “con-
ceptual outline.”

“We were given a sketch,” she said.
“To say that we he have been apprised
of this only to imply we were in favor

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NOT FOR SALE!…Port Elizabeth is busy as usual but citizens, mindful of 911 and the war on terror, are in shock that the
Bush administration approved a port deal Monday turning operations over to an Arab government-owned company. The
political malaise is boiling over as officials of both parties are standing up to a defiant President. Locally, the man on the street
has few printable words to say on the matter.

Town Budget Timing May
Hinge On Governor’s Plans

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — As the town-
ship council holds the first of its bud-
get meetings tonight, Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins informed the
governing body that some officials in
Trenton, unlike previous years, are
unofficially encouraging municipali-
ties to hold off on formally introduc-
ing their budgets until Gov. Jon
Corzine puts forth the state’s budget
proposals on Tuesday, March 21.

In a memorandum to the council,
Mr. Atkins noted that there is “specu-
lation that there could be reductions
in state aid to municipalities,” but he
cautioned the council not to draw any
conclusions “until there is some clear
picture from Trenton.” He did say,
though, that in his three decades of
municipal government service, “I can
never recall state financial personnel
advising municipal officials to wait
instead of moving forward” on intro-
ducing a budget.

At Tuesday’s council conference
meeting, he said towns were being
urged to “play it close to the vest”
regarding introducing a final budget
until the governor’s proposals are made
public.  Mr. Atkins said it is possible
the governor might not make public
the state budget until after March 21.
Such a scenario could lead to the coun-
cil finishing its work on the township
budget and then awaiting the state
budget recommendations prior to the
local budget being introduced.

In recent years the council has fin-
ished its budget work and introduced
the township budget sometime in early
April, so a delay in Trenton may not
affect the council’s timing.

Mr. Atkins’ town budget recommen-

dations, which he submitted to the
council in late January, calls for a 4.95
percent increase in expenditures, most
of which are the result of higher man-
dated costs. He told the council this
week that in his budget recommenda-
tions he had assumed that state aid this
year will amount to $3.127 million,
the same level as 2005 and 2004.

In other business, the council will
give the fire department the go-ahead
to purchase a new brush truck to fight
brush fires. The new vehicle will re-
place a 26-year-old vehicle that is no
longer usable. Four department offi-
cials—Fire Chief Jonathan Ellis, Bat-
talion Chief John Lestarchik, Fire
Captain Randy Grizzard and Brian
Mecca—made a presentation to the
council on Tuesday outlining the rea-
sons that such a piece of equipment is
needed. They noted that many resi-
dences in Scotch Plains are located in
heavily wooded neighborhoods or on
heavily wooded properties. Further-
more, there are several large parks as
well as portions of the Ashbrook and
Watchung Reservations that are un-
der the township’s boundaries.

The department will purchase a new
Ford pick-up truck that will then be
outfitted with components that will
make it usable as a brush truck. The
financing for the truck, which will cost
just under $40,000, and the equipment,
which will cost about $32,000, will be
financed by funds in an already-exist-
ing fire apparatus bond issue, meaning
that local taxpayers will not be shoul-
dering any new expense as a result of
the truck’s purchase.

The council is expected to begin the
process of formally allowing the fire
department to move forward with the
purchase at its meeting next Tuesday.

Elected Leaders Blast Bush on
Sale of Ports to Arab Company
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Officials denounced Presi-
dent George W. Bush and his admin-
istration for allowing six U.S. ports,
including several in New York and
New Jersey, to be operated by Dubai
Ports World, a state-owned company
in the United Arab Emirates.

Dubai is seeking to purchase Brit-
ish-owned Peninsular and Oriental
Steam Navigation Co., which oper-
ate commercial ports in Baltimore,
Miami, New Jersey, New Orleans and
New York.

Governor Jon Corzine announced
Tuesday that the state would file fed-
eral and state lawsuits in state supe-
rior court in Newark to block the sale.
“It is essential that we exercise ex-
treme prudence in determining who
will manage this area and take every
precaution possible to ensure that all
operators of the port can guarantee
the greatest level of security to New
Jersey residents.”

State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (LD-
21, Westfield), a candidate for U.S.
Senate, said “it is an outrage that
President Bush would allow the sale
of American ports to a foreign-based
company with ties to terrorism.”

He said if the President “does not
change course,” he has asked Gover-

nor Corzine to exercise a provision in
the lease between the Port Authority
of New York and New Jersey and the
Port Newark Container Terminal, the
current operator at Port Newark, to
give the Port Authority “the ability to
void the provisions of the lease if the
transaction is contrary to public in-
terest.” Governor Corzine said that
the Port Authority would seek to ter-
minate its lease with Newark termi-
nal, noting the existing lease requires
“prior written approval” by the Port
Authority.

Congressman Mike Ferguson (R-
7th) said in letters to Homeland Secu-
rity Secretary Michael Chertoff and
House leaders that selling the ports to
the Arab company “is not in America’s
national security interests.” In his let-
ter, he vowed to support legislation
“to block this decision.” Rep.
Ferguson has called on House Speaker
Dennis Hastert to immediately con-
vene congressional oversight hear-

BOE Hears Plan To Reenact
Freshman Soccer Program

ings. He said he would support legis-
lation to freeze the agreement until
hearings are completed.

President Bush has vowed to allow
the deal to proceed, saying he would
veto any action by Congress to stop
the transaction.

“I can understand why some in
Congress have raised questions about
whether or not our country will be
less secure as a result of this transac-
tion. But they need to know that our
government has looked at this issue
and looked at it carefully,” he said
Tuesday on the South Lawn of the
White House.

“If there was any question as to
whether or not this country would be
less safe as a result of the transaction,
it wouldn’t go forward,” he said.

“I also want to repeat something
again, and that is, this is a company
that has played by the rules, that has
been cooperative with the United

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —Tuesday
evening’s regular public meeting of
the board of education commenced
with a presentation from parents to
reenact a freshman soccer program at
the high school.

In the standing room only board-
room, a large group of parents and a
handful of students presented their

case to the board.
 Joseph Krakora,  executive vice-

president of the Scotch Plains
Fanwood Soccer Association
(SPFSA), explained how soccer is a
popular sport among children, with
“most of these kids playing since
they were four years-old…we have
soccer for the middle schools, but
there is a void for ninth graders.”

With the exception of a “handful”
of ninth graders who make varsity
and junior varsity teams, the rest of
the children will give up soccer and
lose interest, he said. Mr. Krakora
claimed that because this is not a
creation of a new sport, but rather an
extension of an existing program,
there is no issue with the current
sports policy.

The estimated district cost for a
freshman boy’s and girl’s soccer pro-
gram would be $5,895 per team, ac-
cording to Dorrie Ross, vice-presi-
dent of communications for the
SPFSA.  This figure includes a coach,
game officials and busing.

Ms. Ross explained that there may
be no need to order new uniforms
since there should be a sufficient sup-
ply at the high school. She said there
would be no additional insurance or
maintenance costs.

Board member Betty Ann Woerner
asked Ms. Ross if there would be a
conflict regarding field space.  “Field
space is always a concern in Scotch
Plains; you don’t need a lot of space
to play soccer,” she said.  “With cre-
ative scheduling, it can be done,” Mr.
Krakora said.

Board President Linda Nelson clari-
fied, “We will not be making any
decisions this evening. We are not
adding anything into the budget un-

FW Council Looks at
Departmental Budgets

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — With Council-
woman Katherine Mitchell presid-
ing, the borough council held another
in a series of special 2006 budget
review meetings at Borough Hall
Tuesday night.

Mayor Colleen Mahr, two council
members, and the borough’s chief
financial officer were unable to at-
tend the meeting, but the council still
met the four-member quorum require-
ment and proceeded with a full
agenda.

Continuing its extensive review of
budget line items in an effort to scope
out options for saving money, the
council heard from two local officials
regarding 2006 departmental budget
requests.

Part-time construction official
Bruce Helmstetter emphasized that
his department’s request is generally
on level with the current budget with
two exceptions. The first, Mr.
Helmstetter explained, is a request to
make the department’s secretary a
full-time borough employee with ben-
efits at a cost of $133 more per week.
“With all the (construction and per-
mitting) work that’s coming up and
everything that’s going on right now,”
said Mr. Helmstetter, “I do believe we
need a full-time person. This would
better serve the public, I think.”

Mr. Helmstetter highlighted the
need for a four-wheel-drive construc-
tion vehicle as the second item for
which he has requested a budget in-
crease. Currently, he and other con-
struction department employees use
their own vehicles for permit inspec-
tions for which they are reimbursed
by the borough.

Mr. Helmstetter explained that most
other municipal construction depart-
ments have their own vehicle and he
suggested that borough officials in
emergency situations could also use

the SUV he is requesting.
In addition, Mr. Helmstetter indi-

cated that the borough could apply to
the state department of community
affairs to raise Fanwood’s construc-
tion permit fees – which he said are
the lowest in the county — if it in-
creases the construction department’s
budget as a result of its additional
workload this year. Mr. Helmstetter
said a fee increase of 10 to 15 percent
would not be unrealistic.

Although the borough council made
no decisions regarding the construc-
tion department’s budget at Tuesday
night’s meeting, Councilwoman
Mitchell said Mr. Helmstetter’s re-
quests would be given further review.
“I think your concerns are well-
founded and you’ve given us a lot to
think about,” she said.

The council also heard from the
borough engineer Joseph Pryor. Mr.
Pryor ran down a list of some of the
borough’s big-ticket public works and
recreation projects.

He suggested deferring some im-
provements to the fire department’s
building and immediate grounds;
holding off on the Forest Road Park
irrigation project; skipping suggested
upgrades this year to the Forest Road
and LaGrande Park bathrooms and
waiting to upgrade the lighting in the
municipal parking lot. Councilwoman
Joan Wheeler indicated the lighting
issue might warrant the borough’s
attention sooner than later.

Mr. Pryor emphasized that there
are several expensive public works
projects that cannot wait including
the Byron Lane sewer project, Pleas-
ant Avenue upgrade and improve-
ments around the Community House
and parking lot. He emphasized that
the borough has successfully applied
for several government grants to par-
tially finance most of these projects.

After Mr. Pryor’s presentation,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHEERING DECISION…Scotch Plains residents applaud the decision by the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders
at last Thursday’s board meeting in Elizabeth to scrap plans for a Green Meadows children’s farm on the Sevell Ponderosa
property in the township.

Michael Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MESSAGE RECEIVED...Scotch Plains Deputy Mayor
Nancy Malool and Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella
confer after the freeholder board reversed its initial
decision on Green Meadows farm.
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SILVER LIFE MEMBERS…The Scotch Plains PBA Local 87 congratulates its
newest silver life card members – Billy Mariani of Rossi’s Funeral Home and
Frank Perrone of Nunzio’s Pizzeria. Pictured above are: Mr. Mariani, Detective
Larry DeRose, Local PBA 87 Delegate, Mr. Perrone and Scotch Plains Police
Chief Brian Mahoney.
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POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Friday, February 10, a 17-year-old male
student was charged with aggravated as-
sault after he allegedly tried to wipe blood
on a teacher at a Westfield Avenue school.
Police said the student had poked himself
with a pen prior to the incident. The youth
was turned over to a responsible adult.

Friday, February 10, a Union resident
reported that someone scratched her car
on Elm Street.

Friday, February 10, a Westfield resi-
dent reported that one or more unknown
individuals spray-painted obscenities on
her motor vehicle in the 700 block of
North Avenue, West.

Friday, February 10, an employee of a
business in the 400 block of South Av-
enue, East, reported a drop box outside
the establishment was pried open. It was
uncertain how much money had been
taken from the box.

Friday, February 10, a cellular tele-
phone and $10 in cash was reported stolen
from a locker at a local intermediate
school.

Friday, February 10, several people
were arrested following a motor vehicle
stop at South and Central Avenues. Khalif
Bell, 23, of Elizabeth was charged with
unlawful possession of a handgun, pos-
session of hollow point bullets and pos-
session of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. He was held pending bail.

Akbar Mickens, 21, of Roselle and
Aminah Coage, 21, of Linden each were
charged with possession of less than 50
grams of suspected marijuana. Both were
issued summonses and released.

Saturday, February 11, a Pierson Street
resident reported the unlawful use of her
bank check/debit card – $1,309 in unau-
thorized withdrawals and purchases was

transacted.
Tuesday, February 14, after being

stopped for a motor vehicle violation,
Byron Collier, 39, of Highland Park was
arrested at South Avenue and Hort Street
on an outstanding traffic warrant for $114
issued by the Linden Municipal Court.
Collier was released after posting bail.

Wednesday, February 15, Vencine
Elliott, 56, of Plainfield was arrested in
the 600 block of North Avenue, East, on
an outstanding traffic warrant for $46
from North Plainfield. He was released
after posting bail.

Wednesday, February 15, a resident of
the 300 block of First Street reported an
incident of credit card fraud. The victim
said she received a call from her bank
about her bank VISA card having been
used outside New Jersey to make $1,000
worth of purchases.

Thursday, February 16, Ryjon Burke,
33, of Westfield was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at Mountain and
Lawrence Avenues on an outstanding traf-
fic warrant for $1,614 issued by Watchung
Boro Municipal Court. He did not post
bail and was turned over to Watchung
authorities.

Thursday, February 16, Roberto
Gonzalez, 29, of Raleigh, N.C. was ar-
rested at Central Avenue and Cacciola
Place and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI), DWI with a minor as
a passenger and refusal to submit to chemi-
cal testing. He was released to a respon-
sible individual.

Friday, February 17, Justine Quartararo,
30, of Westfield was arrested in the 700
block of Central Avenue on an outstand-
ing traffic warrant for $250. Quartararo
was released after posting bail.

Friday, February 17, a local resident
reported that one or more unknown per-
sons caused damage to a concrete wall on
East Gate Square.

Friday, February 17, a Kenilworth resi-
dent reported her motor vehicle was dam-
aged by having eggs thrown at it while it
was parked behind a business in the 100
block of East Broad Street.

Saturday, February 18, Andrea Hester,
24, of Westfield was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at Central Avenue and
Harrow Road and charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. She was released with a sum-
mons.

Fanwood
Wednesday, February 15, Thomas

Napier, Jr., 46, of Barnegat was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on North Av-
enue revealed there were outstanding
warrants for him.

Wednesday, February 15, Duquan
Randolph, 21, of Plainfield was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road
at Stewart Place revealed numerous out-
standing warrants for him. Randolph, who
also was charged with possession of a
controlled dangerous substance, was held
on $10,000 bail.

Wednesday, February 15, India James,
32, of Plainfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Midway Avenue revealed
outstanding warrants.

Wednesday, February 15, Michael
Roberson, 40, of Plainfield was arrested
on outstanding warrants following a mo-
tor vehicle stop at Terrill Road and South
Avenue.

Thursday, February 16, Roland
Simeon, Jr., 26, of Edison was arrested on
a no-bail warrant following a field inves-
tigation.

Saturday, February 18, Jeanpaul
Longueil, 23, of Annandale was arrested
and charged with DWI at Martine and
South Avenues.

Saturday, February 18, Edison Solis,
34, of North Plainfield was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop and charged
with hindering and providing false infor-
mation. He also was arrested on outstand-
ing warrants.

Sunday, February 19, Ashley Pekios,
23, of Warren was arrested and charged
with DWI at Hetfield and Princeton Av-
enues.

Sunday, February 19, Christopher
Koltzan, 24, of Lodi was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at South and Old
South Avenues on an outstanding war-
rant.

Sunday, February 19, Hugo Camino,
36, of Piscataway was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop on South Avenue at
First Street, which revealed there were
outstanding warrants for him.

Monday, February 20, Dwayne
Dennard, 41, of Hillside was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road at Front Street on outstanding war-
rants. William Burwell, 60, of Newark, a
passenger, also was arrested on outstand-
ing warrants.

Monday, February 20, Brian Bulled,
30, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
Westfield Road following a motor ve-
hicle stop, which revealed outstanding
warrants.

Scotch Plains
Monday, February 13, a Country Club

Lane resident reported being the victim of
harassment. The victim stated his son’s
friend called him several times and yelled
at him. It is unknown why the friend was
making the calls.

Wednesday, February 15, a student at
the Magnet School reported being the
victim of a theft. The victim stated that
one or more unknown persons removed
her MP3 player, valued at $120, from her
purse during lunch.

Thursday, February 16, a student at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School re-
ported being the victim of theft. The vic-
tim stated that one or more unknown
persons removed money from his gym
bag during class.

Thursday, February 16, a student of the
Union County Vocational-Technical
Schools reported being the victim of as-
sault. The victim stated that a classmate
struck him on the side of his head after
they got into a heated argument. Police
are investigating the matter.

Friday, February 17, Tieshone
Andrews, 30, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested and charged with disorderly con-
duct and obstruction. According to po-
lice, Andrews refused to answer ques-
tions or provide identification after police
arrived on the scene of the incident.

Mountainside
Saturday, February 18, Isaac Graves,

30, of Plainfield was arrested on con-
tempt of court charges. He was held on
$332 bail.

Monday, February 20, Randolph
Newell, 38, of Elizabeth was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Route
22, West, for excessive smoke. The stop
revealed he was driving with a suspended
license.

Knights of Columbus Honor
SP, FW Emergency Services

department,” said Lieutenant Trigo.
“Hopefully, all the hard work we have
done will lead to a successful conclu-
sion” in the Weiss case, he added.

From the Scotch Plains Fire De-
partment firefighter Brian D. Mecca
was honored for his dedication.

Fanwood Fire Department First As-
sistant Chief Rick Regenthal was hon-
ored for his 30 years with the depart-
ment, including the past four years as
assistant chief.

“This is a great pat on the back,”
Assistant Chief Regenthal told The
Times. “Most of the time it is just self-
satisfying to know you are out there
doing something for the public, but
this is really a morale booster.”

Asst. Chief Regenthal was nomi-
nated for his efforts in persuading
Fanwood to purchase a new fire truck
with a ladder that could reach the top of
three-story buildings in the borough.

Fanwood Fire Department Captain
John Piccola was awarded for his 25
years of service to the borough.

“These are two very dedicated
men,” said Fanwood Fire Chief Dave
Ziegler. “Their dedication to our com-
munity has served as an example.
Both of these men also have sons on
the fire department.”

Volunteers from the Scotch Plains
and Fanwood rescue squads were also
honored. John Villas was commended
for dedicating 15 years to the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad. “I’m flattered to
be recognized by the members of the
community,” he said. “I have always
valued my time on the squad. I’m there
because I want to do it.”

Captain Nancy D’Ambrosio ac-
cepted the award for the Fanwood
Rescue Squad. “I have enjoyed every
minute of my 30 years with the
Fanwood Rescue Squad,” she said.
“I’m so happy to have won this award.”

By MARIA WOEHR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — Members of
the Scotch Plains and Fanwood po-
lice, fire and rescue squads accepted
the Knights of Columbus Shield Award
for serving their communities during
the 31st annual event held at St.
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church last Thursday night.

“These policemen, firefighters and
rescue squad volunteers were singled
out for doing their jobs above and
beyond the call of duty,” said Patrick
Harrington, awards co-chairman. Hon-
orees are nominated for the Knights of
Columbus Council’s Shield Award by
their department heads.

Sixty people turned out for the
event, including Scotch Plains Coun-
cilwoman Carolyn Sorge. “We’re very
fortunate to have such dedicated vol-
unteers to protect us 24/7. They make
this community a better place to live,”
Councilwoman Sorge said.

Fanwood Councilwoman Kathy
Mitchell also was on hand to offer her
gratitude. “I’m here to honor our vol-
unteers, first responders that put their
lives on the line every day. They are the
heart and soul of Fanwood,” she said.

Detective James Denman from the
Juvenile Bureau of the Scotch Plains
Police Department was honored for
his work with troubled youth.

Lieutenant Richard Trigo, Sergeant
Howard Jarvis, Sergeant Thomas Jedic,
Corporal Brandon Lorenz, Detective
Eugene Chin, Patrolman Phillip Ugone
and Patrolman Gavin Sheehan from
the Fanwood Police Department re-
ceived awards for their “exceptional”
investigative work and handling of the
attempted murder of Fanwood Library
Director Dan Weiss last August.

“The Knights of Columbus have
always been supportive of the police

of it is disingenuous at best.” Ms.
Malool said she had suggested hold-
ing a public forum to gauge the neigh-
bors’ level of commitment. “We have
come out in opposition because the
scope and the magnitude far exceed
what we were led to believe. To imply
we have been in on this is the furthest
thing from the truth,” said Ms. Malool.

Scotch Plains resident Marc
Rogoff, an attorney, said the farm
was a “horrendous idea.” He said the
contingent is not opposed to petting
zoos or animals; “we’re opposed to
dropping a farm in the middle of an
R1 zone bounded by a narrow road
with no sidewalks, no shoulders. It’s
ludicrous to place this profit-making
operation under the guise of open
space and drop it in the middle of
Cooper Road.”

Eric Smith, speaking on the eco-
nomic impact of the project, said that
the county spent $10 million on the
project and the proposed rent is
$50,000, leaving a “.5 percent return
to the taxpayers. That’s a pathetic rate
of return on our investment as tax-
payers for this type of application.”

The Green Meadows Farms runs
businesses in multiple states, includ-
ing Wisconsin, California, Texas and
Florida.

Wendy Van Besien cited an article
from the Journal of The American
Medical Association that spoke of the
growing concern over ecoli, to which
children, according to the article, are
highly susceptible and at the greatest
risk. The article spoke of ecoli out-
breaks occurring at petting zoos in
North Carolina, Florida and Arizona.
Ms. Van Besien remained concerned
about the proposed zoo marketing for
“pre-K to third graders.”

Eric Parker, who said he grew up
on a farm in North Carolina, stated he
was “qualified to recognize a farm.
This is not a farm. It’s an amusement
park or a tourist attraction.” Jeff
Mayerson, a veteran of Wall Street,
said the county and Scotch Plains
were being “duped” by a “snake oil
salesman.”

Freeholder Mirabella indicated
when asked that the lease with Green
Meadows had not been signed.

John Reilly said the “mayor and
council are in for a rough day tomor-
row (last Friday). That lawyer (Will-
iam Butler) set the tone (during the
aborted Scotch Plains Planning Board
meeting). He muscled us. I felt it. I’m
from New York, I know where he’s
coming from. You should fire him.”

After a half hour of deliberation in
executive session, the freeholders re-
emerged shortly after 9:45 p.m. and
jettisoned the proposal. Freeholder
Mirabella said, “we will not be mov-
ing forward with the farm. After tak-
ing a good hard look at it tonight, and
listening to residents, we decided this
was not the best fit for the commu-
nity. We do have the intention to use
the facility for recreational purposes.”
Upon hearing the statement, the crowd
stood and applauded the freeholders’
position reversal.

Freeholder Adrian Mapp indicated
that indeed there was county repre-
sentation at the terminated Scotch
Plains meeting. “I was at the meeting
Monday and listened to the concerns
raised. I had conversations with people
on the outside. The concerns you
shared (health concerns, quality of
life) had an impact. We made the
right decision and we do listen to
you,” he stated.

Freeholder Rick Proctor, the
board’s chairman last year, apolo-
gized, saying, “we should have had
this type of public meeting last year.
We thought there would be an oppor-
tunity before tonight to discuss this
with the community. I failed to bring
that back to the administration. I
dropped the ball on that regard.”

Freeholder Dan Sullivan summa-
rized the evening as “an exercise in
democracy.” He pointed out that the
county spent $10 million on the prop-
erty, the largest on any acquisition.
The last item on the freeholders’ regu-
lar agenda included a $6.2 million
purchase of a property through open
space in Clark. Freeholder Sullivan
didn’t anticipate uproar in Clark be-
cause the land “borders on a cem-
etery.” He said that Scotch Plains
might see a “lot of young boys and
girls hitting baseballs or kicking soc-
cer balls” in the future.

Following the meeting, Freeholder
Mirabella told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that living in
Fanwood had impacted his decision.
“It (living in Fanwood) probably did
(impact my decision). I drive on
Martine Avenue every day. I know the
neighborhoods. It’s close to home.
Saying it was “way too early,” he did
indicate the space would fulfill a rec-
reational use but the board would
“find a use that makes sense.”

Maria Woehr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OUTSTANDING SERVICE…Scotch Plains-Fanwood Knights of Columbus
Awards Co-Chairman Michael D’Antuono, second from left, presents an award
to Fanwood First Assistant Fire Chief Rick Regenthal, third from left, as Captain
John Piccola, left, and Fire Chief Dave Ziegler look on. The annual Knights of
Columbus Shield Awards are presented to members of the local emergency
services for their outstanding service to community.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Green Meadows

less we take something out.”  Mr.
Krakora replied, “I think that is un-
derstood. Many people are coming
out to show how important it is.”

Board member Rob O’Connor
asked if the SPFSA would do any
fundraising to help defer district costs
to this program. Mr. Krakora re-
sponded that he did not know what
the hockey team did, but soccer is
“different from hockey. Why should
freshman parents have to pay for
their kids, if their child does not
make it to JV (junior varsity) or
varsity?”

Board Vice President Thomas
Russo said, “It is obvious to me that
we are a soccer town. I don’t know
why we don’t have a freshman
team.”

In other business, the board re-
ceived a copy of the “demographers
report.” Business Administrator An-
thony Del Sordi discussed projected
enrollment for the 2006-2007 aca-
demic year.

Mr. Del Sordi indicated that the
town would need to hire eight new
elementary school teachers and four
middle school teachers to keep class
sizes within the district’s guidelines.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Port Sale

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP-F BOE

States, a country that’s an ally in the
war on terror, and it would send a
terrible signal to friends and allies not
to let this transaction go through.” He
said the U.S. Coast Guard and U.S.
Customs would continue to manage
security of the ports.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(LD-22, Fanwood), a candidate for
Congress, said allowing the sale of
the ports to occur would present a
“security risk for New Jersey and will
not keep us safe.”

She said the Bush Administration
“appears blinded by the lucrative deal”
and has not considered the security
risk to the region. “I think it is a
mistake to allow this deal to pro-
ceed,” she said.

“I am looking at a legislative re-
sponse at the state level,” she said,
noting that New Jersey officials should
be consulted to provide a security
review, “before we allow a transac-
tion like this to occur.”

She said the Republican-controlled
Congress has authorized spending
billions of dollars on the Iraq war
rather than providing sufficient funds
for protecting U.S. borders and se-
curing United States ports.

“They (Congress and the Bush
Administration) have failed us,” As-
semblywoman Stender said.

Union County Freeholder Chair-
man Alexander Mirabella said the
board would be drafting a resolution
to oppose the sale of the ports. Noting
that the county is home to the Port of
Elizabeth, he added, “We obviously
have considerable concerns.”

He said the freeholders would sup-

port joint opposition by Democrats
and Republicans, “to fight back
against the Bush Administration and
to let him know this is unacceptable.”
He said allowing the sale to go through
would “invite terrorism” into the port.

there was some general discussion
about the feasibility of possibly pur-
suing a shared services agreement to
save money on the borough’s semi-
annual bulk trash pickup. Council-
man Bruce Walsh was quick to sug-
gest that expenses be cut before any
services are impacted, and the coun-
cil basically agreed. “I’m going to be
in favor of cutting everything we can
possibly cut, but if it’s a service, I
would cut elsewhere first,” said Coun-
cilman Walsh.

Borough Clerk Eleanor McGovern
said she would revise all current bud-
get figures in time for the next com-
mittee meeting on Monday, February
27. She will also provide the govern-
ing body with more detailed esti-
mates and related information regard-
ing the borough’s possible lease of
two new police cars and possibly the
construction department vehicle,
which was discussed extensively dur-
ing previous meetings.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood
Council
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Fanwood Library Reveals
Closings For Renovations

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library has announced that
the lower level of the library, includ-
ing the Children’s Department, will
be closed to the public through Tues-
day, February 28, while the facility
undergoes a large-scale renovation
project.

In addition, the entire library will
be closed on Friday and Saturday,
February 24 and 25. Service to the
public will resume on or about
Wednesday, March 1. The library is
located at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road.

Utilizing grant funds from a De-
partment of Community Affairs Liv-
able Communities Grant, the plans
include renovation of the entire lower
level of the building, as well as other
key areas.

Highlights of the project will in-

clude: new paint and carpeting; new
flooring for the stairwell; additional
storage; new work surfaces and shelv-
ing; new reference stacks; upgraded
floor plans both upstairs and down-
stairs; new paint and curtains and
signage in the Young Adult area, plus
new tables, chairs, signage, book
stacks and display units, among other
enhancements.

With these renovations, the library’s
heavily used lower level will be able
to continue providing varied services
to its patrons.

During the closings, Fanwood resi-
dents can have all of their library
needs met at the Scotch Plains Public
Library, located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue, through a Cooperative Shared
Services arrangement. Anyone with
questions may call the Fanwood Me-
morial Library at (908) 322-6400.

GREAT DECISIONS 2006…The Great Decisions discussion series will begin
again March 3 in Westfield as part of the Westfield Adult School program.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Gaile Boothe, past president, Westfield Adult
School; Margaret Walker, Westfield Area League of Women Voters, moderator;
Dot Teller, Westfield Adult School; Robert Kerwin, Great Decisions 2006 speaker;
John McCloskey, Westfield Adult School and Marianne Kerwin, Westfield Area
League of Women Voters, moderator.

Great Decisions Discussions
To Be Held In Westfield

WESTFIELD – The Great Deci-
sions discussion series of the Foreign
Policy Association will again be held
in Westfield, co-sponsored by the
Westfield Area League of Women
Voters and the Westfield Memorial
Library as part of the Westfield Adult
School 2006 program.

Developed in 1954 by the Foreign
Policy Association, an independent,
non-partisan and non-governmental
organization, the group will meet this
year at the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary on Mondays from 7 to 9 p.m.

Topics and speakers will include:
March 6 – “Global Health
Pandemics,” Professor Yanzhong
Huang of Seton Hall University;
March 13 – “Energy Resources,”
Robert Kerwin, retired AT&T Bell
Labs scientist; March 20 – “UN Re-
form,” Professor Robert Van Leeuwen
of Seton Hall University and March
27 – “U.S. and Iran,” Professor Louis
Cristillo of Columbia University,
Middle East Institute.

The remainder of the schedule is as
follows: April 3 – “Brazil,” Professor
Gail Triner-Besosa of Rutgers Univer-
sity; April 10 –  “Human Rights/Ter-
rorism,” Professor Jeremy Waldron of
the Columbia University School of
Law; April 17 – “China and India,”
Professor Rekha Datta of Monmouth
University and May 1 “Turkey” with
the speaker to be announced.

Early registration is strongly en-
couraged and will be available at
Westfield High School on Monday,
February 27, from 7 to 9 p.m., one
week prior to the program beginning.

Registration for Great Decisions
also may be done at the Westfield

Memorial Library on the dates of
the series. For those signing up for
the entire series, a free Great Deci-
sions briefing book will be avail-
able.

For more information on this and
other  Westfield Adult School offer-
ings, please consult the spring 2006
catalogue mailed to all households in
Westfield and surrounding towns.
Catalogues are also available at all
local libraries.

To obtain information on all pro-
grams, interested persons may visit
www.westfieldnj.com/adultschool, e-
mail adultschool@westfieldnj.com or
call (908) 232-4050. For detailed in-
formation on Great Decisions, please
call (908) 233-1035.

Center For Hope Series
To Deal With Grief

COUNTY – The Center for Hope
Hospice and Palliative Care will offer
a five-week lecture series entitled
“Journey Through Grief” each Thurs-
day from March 2 to March 30, from
7 to 9 p.m., at Roselle Catholic High
School on Raritan Road in Roselle.

This non-denominational program
is designed to assist those who have
experienced the death of a loved one.
Pre-registration is not required and
there is no cost to participants.

The series is open to the public and
guests are invited to bring family
members and friends. Refreshments
and fellowship will follow each lec-
ture. For more details or directions,
call Donna Dandrilli at the Center
For Hope Hospice and Palliative Care
at (908) 654-3103.

Freeholders Seek More
Ways to Add Revenue

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – The county freehold-
ers’ fiscal committee continued their
budget meetings this past week, as
the county looks to trim a $23 million
hike in this year’s proposed $413
million spending plan. The county’s
tax levy of $128 million, which ac-
counts for 55 percent of the revenue
stream this year, is also up $12 mil-
lion over last year.

During budget meetings this past
week, County Surrogate Jim LaCorte
said he was able to identify $52,000
in unspent capital funds, which were
put back into the budget as surplus.
The surrogate’s budget for 2006, as
published in County Manager George
Devanney’s executive budget, is
$861,454, up $11,000 from last year.

Mr. LaCorte said his office is man-
dated to restore records and, thus, he
can’t cut his capital budget by much.
In terms of revenue, he said estate
disputes increase revenue to his of-
fice. “Income is triggered by con-
flict,” Mr. LaCorte said. He said es-
tate conflicts generated $70,000 for
his office in 2004.

Mr. LaCorte said he expects to con-
tinue holding office hours in Union,
Rahway, Summit and Cranford, where
150 people were served last year. He
will also continue to have educational
seminars on the importance of wills,
trusts and the estate process.

The board of elections’ budget will
remain at $2.5 million. Of that, $1.3
million is dedicated to salaries and
$1.2 million for “other expenses.”

“Our costs are basically all fixed.
It’s hard to cut on the election board,”
said Deputy Administrator Dennis
Kobitz. He said overtime costs last
year were attributed to the presiden-
tial election.

The board is responsible for pro-
cessing voter registrations, training
and assigning district poll workers
and maintaining a computerized sys-
tem of all active and inactive voters in
the county.

County Tax Administrator Chris
Duryee said his operating budget
would remain at $4,000. The board is
responsible for supervising munici-
pal tax assessors, equalization of
municipal tax assessments and calcu-
lating tax rates. He said tax appeals
are the main function of the elections
board. Mr. Duryee said he expects an
increase in appeals this year. He said
county residents are provided notices
of the appeal process. “It’s not a hid-
den process. It’s very much open and
in the clear,” he said. The five-mem-
ber board is being expanded to seven.

Members are paid by the state.
Mr. Duryee encouraged towns to

keep up with home improvements in
their community, which increase tax
assessments on properties. In response
to a question from Freeholder Dan
Sullivan, he said merging tax asses-
sor offices among towns could save
some money at the local level.

Union County Superintendent of
Schools Carmen Centuolo’s
$295,854 budget is up $16,000 over
last year. She told the committee that
seven employees are on the county
payroll, while five other staffers are
state employees. Her office certifies
new teachers and monitors school
districts.

Freeholder Sullivan said he would
like to see the county superintendent’s
offices placed under state control to
save money for counties. Ms.
Centuolo said she doesn’t think the
state wants to take on the salaries of
county superintendents of schools.

She is also concerned that she will
lose professional staff as a result of
the state fiscal crisis.

The freeholders are considering
eliminating the county portion of the
budget to the Rutgers Cooperative
Extension Program (UCRCEP). De-
partment Head Dr. Karen Ensle said
if her $313,653 county budget was
eliminated, it would cause her to cut
clerical staff. She said this would
reduce the amount of classes she could
teach. Dr. Ensle is a certified family
and consumer family educator and a
registered dietician.

Her office includes Master Gar-
deners, 4-H youth development, nu-
trition and food safety classes, in-
cluding the federally funded Food
Stamp Nutrition Education Program,
which funds seven staff members in
the UCREP. The office has a total of
18 staff, according to the Rutgers
Extension webpage.

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi’s
budget is proposed at $1.9 million.
Her office generated $6.5 million in
revenue last year. She noted that rev-
enue from the process of U.S. Pass-
ports was down due to competition
from U.S. Post Offices, which now
have the authority to issue passports.
Freeholder Sullivan asked Ms.
Rajoppi to consider holding Saturday
hours as well as a third weekday night
at her Westfield office to increase
revenue.

The committee was scheduled to
meet last night after press deadline to
hear budget requests from the direc-
tors of parks, recreation and facili-
ties, human services and administra-
tive services.

Changing Your Commute
Could Earn Extra Dollars

AREA – The state Department of
Transportation has designated
TransOptions, the northwest New
Jersey Transportation Management
Association, the area coordinator for
the new Commuter Rewards Pilot
Program. The Commuter Rewards
Pilot program is an incentive spon-
sored by the NJ DOT, which pays $3
a day to commuters who switch to
carpooling, vanpooling, walking, cy-
cling or riding transit to get to work.

The program allows a maximum of
100 commuters who change their
commute and register with
TransOptions to receive the $3-per-
day reward for a 90-day period (60
working days). Commuters in the pi-
lot program can earn up to a maxi-
mum of $180. In the case of carpools,
each participant is eligible for the
reward. A three-person carpool will
in effect receive $9 per day resulting
in $540 over the full 90-day period.

To be eligible for the Commuter
Rewards Program, participants must
live in or commute into TransOptions
service area of Morris, Sussex, War-
ren Counties and suburban Essex,
Union and Passaic Counties.

Commuters must commute at least
half of their distance to work by
carpool, vanpool, mass transit, walk
or bike. They must log their commute
for a 90-day period (60 working days)
and have their supervisor sign their
tracking log. At the conclusion of the
90-day period, the log is submitted to
TransOptions who will issue a Com-
muter Rewards Check.

John F. Ciaffone, President of
TransOptions commented, “This is a
fantastic opportunity to try a new
method of commuting and to earn a
few extra dollars. It gives commuters
an incentive to try ridesharing and
reduce their fuel expense, commute
stress and personal vehicle wear and
tear. Commuters who want to partici-
pate must contact TransOptions to
obtain a registration form.”

“When we send out the registration
form we will also send the log and
additional instructions. This is a
simple way to put $180 in your pocket.
NJDOT will evaluate the results of
this pilot program and decide if they
want to make it a statewide effort.
Right now, only TransOptions and
Meadowlink, the Bergen County
TMA, are piloting the program.”

According to a spokesperson, by
providing an incentive to get people to
modify their commute, the Commuter
Rewards Program will help to reduce
traffic congestion and air pollution
throughout New Jersey. Participation
is limited to the first 100 qualified
applicants and concludes after 90 days
from each participant’s start date.

To obtain registration materials, call
TransOptions at (973) 267-7600.

Effective Advocating
Subject of Free Class
CRANFORD — The Union

County Watchdog Association will
sponsor a free class offered by The
Citizen’s Campaign, which will teach
citizens the political skills to be more
effective advocates for whatever is-
sues they may have within their own
communities. The class will be held
on Thursday, March 9, at 7 p.m. at the
Cranford Community Center.

Each participant will receive a free
copy of “The Citizens’ Manual: Paths
to Power for Regular Citizens,” a
resource book of legal rights and po-
litical skills for citizen participation
in local government.

Seats can be reserved by calling the
Union County Watchdog Association
at (908) 709-0530. Information also
is available at jointhecampaign.com
for more information.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Sponsored by: Augulis Law Firm. Alan L. Augulis speaks frequently on estate planning. Mr. Augulis has the experience and training that matters. Mr. Augulis has
practiced law for over 18 years. Mr. Augulis graduated Magna Cum Laude from Seton Hall University, was awarded his Juris Doctor from Rutgers University School
of Law and holds a Master of Laws Degree in taxation from New York University. His seminars are said to be entertaining and informative.

ATTEND FREE SEMINAR
and Learn from Attorney Alan L. Augulis:

• How to make sure your assets pass to your family and not your in-laws, creditors or IRS.
• Know whether a Living Trust or a Will is adequate protection for you.
• Ensure that your wishes will be carried out if you become incapacitated.
• Maintain privacy of your family’s personal affairs.
• Minimize Federal Estate Taxes up to 45%-55%.
• Learn about New Jersey’s *NEW* Estate Tax.
• Learn about New Jersey’s *NEW* Probate Code.
• Learn about the important Non-Tax reason for estate planning.

Seating is limited, so call  908-222-8803 today!

“If your estate planning was completed before 2002,

when major changes of the laws affecting estates took effect,

then don’t miss these FREE eye-opening seminars!”

Everything You Always Wanted to Know
About LIVING TRUSTS and

WILLS but didn’t know who to ask...

ESTATE PLANNING
SEMINAR

ATTEND OUR FREE SEMINAR
AND RECEIVE A COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

BONUS:
 Learn From Special Guest
Speaker About: New Liquid

Investments
That Protect Your Money

Against Loss.

(Call or visit our website for upcoming seminar dates)

www.AugulisLawFirm.com

WARREN COMMONS
5 MOUNTAIN BLVD  SUITE 5 WARREN, NJ

ALAN L. AUGULIS
Attorney

Frequent Speaker on
Radio New Jersey 101.5
“The Road to Financial

Success” Seminars

Saturday, February 25rd, 2006
Iselin

Hilton Hotel,
120 Wood Ave. South

10:00am-12:00pm
Continental breakfast will be served

Thursday, March 2nd, 2006
Warren

Somerset Hills Hotel,
200 Liberty Corner Road

12:00pm-2:00pm
Refreshments will be served

Saturday, March 4th, 2006
Springfield

Holiday Inn,
304 Rt. 22 West

10:00am-12:00pm
Continental breakfast will be served

* APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Limited check writing privileges—three checks permitted per cycle. There is a penalty fee of $10.00 for excess transactions. Tiered balances for
Town Super Premium Money Market Accounts are $1,500, $10,000 (.50% APY), $25,000 and over (3.00% APY). Tiered balances for Business Money Market Accounts are
$2,500, $10,000 (.50% APY), $25,000 and over (3.00% APY). If your balance falls below the minimum, you will incur a minimum service charge of $10.00 and no interest is earned.

† When you maintain a balance of $25,000 or more, additional 0.25% added premium on fixed rate certificates, limit one 0.25% premium; FREE first order of checks; FREE service charge
on Traveler’s Cheques; FREE ATM fees up to $10.00.

The interest rates are variable and are subject to change at the discretion of the bank without prior notice. The interest rate will be adjusted as of the first business day of every month.

©2006 The Town Bank. All rights reserved. Member FDIC   1/06

on collected balances as low as $25,000!

Additional 0.25% added premium on 
fixed rate CDs†

FREE First order of checks!†

FREE Service Charge on 
Traveler’s Cheques!†

FREE ATM fees up to $10†

3.00%
HIGH PERFORMANCE
Earn a

APY*

Town Super Premium Money        
Market Account

Town Super Business Money
Market Account

www.townbank.com
520 South Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 
44 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

REV UP YOUR EARNINGS!

Law Offices of

Robert G. Stahl, LLC

Criminal Defense - Federal & State

Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

Robert G. Stahl

Christopher M. Farella

Korey Kerscher Sarokin

220 St. Paul Street,

Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001908-301-9001908-301-9001908-301-9001908-301-9001

www.stahlesq.com stahlesq@bellatlantic.net
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RVSA Workers Oppose
Privatization Proposal

By KEREN SCHULTZ
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — Employees of the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
(RVSA) had the opportunity last
Thursday to voice their concerns to
RVSA’s board of commissioners over
the possibility of some of the utility’s
operations being privatized.

In January, United Water, a subsid-
iary of Suez Water, presented the RVSA
board with a proposal to take over
operational control of the RVSA. The
sewerage facility currently serves more
than 300,000 residents and 3,500 in-
dustrial and commercial customers in
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Garwood,
Mountainside, Springfield, Kenilworth,
Roselle Park, Cranford, Clark, Rahway
and Woodbridge.

Plant employees expressed appre-
hension regarding the extent to which
RVSA would consider allowing a
private company to assume control of
its plant – whether it be the entire
plant or only the sludge facility.

“(These) unknown variables have a
great potential to negatively affect the
(Rahway Valley Sewerage) Authority
and all the municipalities around it,”
said Plant Supervisor Robert Valent.

Commissioner Frank Mazzarella,
Clark’s RVSA representative, first ini-
tiated conversation between RVSA’s
Board of Commissioners and United
Water back in November 2005, ac-
cording to someone familiar with the
discussions. Neither Commissioner
Mazzarella nor Commissioner Attilio
Venturo, the recently appointed vice
chairman, attended the meeting.

This is not the first time that the
idea of privatization has come up for
the RVSA. In February of 1997, it had
rejected the idea of privatization, un-
derlining the high quality of its staff
and having the second-lowest annual
charge per household in the state.

Tom Waters of Woodbridge, an
RVSA employee for almost 28 years,
addressed the board on behalf of the
plant’s maintenance department. He
attributed the RVSA’s low sludge
dumping rates to the board’s and
staff’s consistent hard work.

In a letter to the RVSA commis-
sioners, the supervisory staff of RVSA
pointed to United Water’s claim in its
proposal to be able to save the RVSA
$3 million during the first year of
privatization.

“To my knowledge, you cut costs
by cutting down on (staff),” said Mr.
Waters. “I’m not here to play on your
sympathy, but I believe this is a large
thing for you to consider.”

Senior Chief Stuart Michael Rogers
stated that the board’s decision would
not only affect Rahway Valley’s mu-
nicipalities but also the facility’s
employees and their families.

“My co-workers and I are on the
job 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
We are dedicated to the authority,”
Mr. Rogers said.

In a letter to its commissioners, the
RVSA staff stated that supervisory
employees have on average 15 years
of experience operating the plant and
most employees have been with the
RVSA for a substantial amount of
time and have devoted much of their
lives to it. In addition, the letter stated
that many of the RVSA’s 59 employ-
ees are near retirement age.

“We are looking at everything,
(we are) pursuing all avenues to cut
costs – whether it’s collecting
money from the state or local gov-
ernment. Everybody’s job is safe
and secure; there’s no reason to
think otherwise,” said Commis-
sioner James Murphy, the newly
elected board chairman and
Cranford’s representative.

The proposal for privatization
comes during the utility’s $137 mil-
lion court-mandated upgrade of its
Rahway facility is completed. The
RVSA has embarked on an expansion
project to eliminate sewer overflows
and the upgrades, due to be com-
pleted in 2008, will bring the RVSA
in compliance with the New Jersey
Department of Environmental
Protection’s requirements.

According to RVSA’s commission-
ers, it is still in the preliminary phases
of considering United Water’s pro-
posal, and the RVSA does not yet
have a timeline for when it will arrive
at a decision. In addition to its discus-
sion regarding privatization, the com-
missioners announced on Thursday
the retirement of Executive Director
Richard Tokarski effective Wednes-
day, March 1.

County St. Pat’s Day Parade
Set For March 11 in Union

UNION — The 10th Annual Union
County St. Patrick’s Day Parade will
step off on Saturday, March 11, at 1
p.m. sharp on Morris Avenue in the
Township of Union, as thousands of
marchers and spectators gather to
celebrate the patron saint of Ireland.

The 2006 Grand Marshal, Kathleen
McGinnis-DiChiara of Summit, will
lead the march of bagpipe and high
school bands, local police and fire
department units, floats and many
more organizations through the cen-
ter of Union.

The Union County St. Patrick’s
Day Parade has grown from drawing
10,000 spectators during its inaugu-
ral run in 1997 to an anticipated turn-
out of more than 40,000 on-lookers
this year, according to a county
spokesman. This 2006 parade is dedi-
cated to all the medical professionals
of Union County “for their commit-
ment and extraordinary efforts in ser-
vice to the community,” the spokes-
man said.

In keeping with a parade tradition,
officials from Shannon, Ireland will
also march for the 10th straight year.
As guests of the Union County Emer-
ald Society, Shannon Mayor Tony
Mulchay and Shannon Town Clerk
Tomas MacCornaic will join in the
Union County celebration.

Grand Marshal McGinnis-
DiChiara served as president and chief
executive officer of the Hillside-based
Community FoodBank of New Jer-
sey for 30 years.

“Kathleen displays all the qualities
of a selfless and dedicated Irish Catho-
lic who absolutely conveys the true
significance of our culture, heritage
and honor to the patron saint of Ire-
land,” said Peter Tierney, 2006 Pa-
rade General Chairman.

According to Parade Adjutant Paul

Butterly, who also coordinates pa-
rade logistics with the Township of
Union, the 2006 Union County St.
Patrick’s Day Parade will feature high
school marching bands from the
Township of Union and City of Eliza-
beth, more than 20 bagpipe bands
including the Union County Police
and Fire Pipes and Drums and the St.
Columcille United Gaelic Pipe Band,
Fourth Degree color guards from the
Knights of Columbus, non-profit
units, local police and fire depart-
ments and floats provided by Union
Center National Bank, the Center for
Hope Hospice and the Garden State
Ceili Club.

A Mass will be celebrated at St.
Patrick’s Roman Catholic Church in
Elizabeth at 9 a.m. to begin the day,
followed by a welcoming reception
in the church hall.

The family-friendly festivities will
kick off at noon at the reviewing
stand located at the corner of Morris
and Stuyvesant Avenues in Union
Center with a welcome from parade
officials, traditional Irish music and
step-dancing. The one-mile parade
will begin at 1 p.m. at Commerce
Street and Morris Avenue, proceed
east on Morris to Union Center and
then south onto Stuyvesant Avenue,
ending at Roosevelt Avenue.

The groups represented on the pa-
rade committee are based throughout
Union, Essex and Middlesex Counties
and include the John Cryan Associa-
tion, Thornsticks, Irish-American So-
ciety of the Township of Union,
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, Joseph
Nugent Association, Ancient Order of
Hibernians in Elizabeth, Union County
Emerald Society and the Union County
Irish-American Association.

For more information visit
unioncountystpatricksdayparade.com.

Transportation Trust Fund
Topic for Raritan Coalition

WESTFIELD — The status of the
state’s transportation trust fund will
be the focus of the Raritan Valley
Line Coalition meeting this Monday,
February 27, at 8:15 a.m. in the
Westfield Town Council Chambers
of the Westfield Municipal Building,
located at 425 East Broad Street.

Representatives from the New Jer-
sey Alliance for Action will provide
an update on their campaign to edu-
cate the public and municipal and
county officials, “about the need to
fix the problems with the current
Transportation Trust Fund and then
to encourage the governor, state leg-
islators, the state Department of Trans-
portation and NJ Transit to identify

new funding sources to renew it,”
according to a Raritan Coalition press
release dated February 17.

According to the Raritan Coali-
tion, the current trust fund will expire
Friday, June 30, after which all of the
$805 million revenue will be required
to pay debt service on existing bonds.
The $180 million in annual aid to
municipalities and counties “will be
eliminated, potentially causing mu-
nicipalities and counties to raise taxes
to pay for needed road, bridge and
safety maintenance and improve-
ments” if new revenue for the fund is
not found.

 For more information, call (908)
231-7000, extension no. 7239.

Union County GOP
Seeks Candidates

WESTFIELD — Union County
Republican Chairman Phil Morin
has announced that the county GOP
will hold an open process for those
interested in running for Union
County freeholder or becoming more
involved in the Republican Party in
Union County.

“Any Union County resident con-
sidering running for office this year
or in the future is welcome to meet
with our committee,” Mr. Morin said.
“You do not have to be a registered
Republican to get involved and make
a difference. If you share the Union
County Republican Party’s goals of
reducing property taxes, campaign
finance reform and smaller, smarter
government, we want you involved.”

For more information, call (908)
789-0200.

Meghan Gill for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHAT SESSION...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education and PTA
Council met last Thursday for a roundtable discussion at Park Middle School.
Among the topics were state testing and voter turnout for school elections.

Testing, School Elections
Discussed by PTA, BOE

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Approxi-
mately 40 parents, citizens, school
administrators and board of educa-
tion members met last Thursday night
in the Park Middle School Media
Center for the annual Parent-Teacher
Association Council/BOE roundtable
discussion, organized by PTA Coun-
cil Vice-President Amy Carow.

Superintendent of Schools Dr.
Carol Choye distributed voter regis-
tration forms  and asked every person
in the room if they were registered to
vote. “If people are not registered to
vote, I have the form here,” she stated.

BOE President Linda Nelson started
the discussion by asking parents if
they “feel they get enough informa-
tion regarding children’s test results?”

PTA Council President Karen
Kulikowski responded  that the dis-
trict could supply some information,
such as a table of tests that would be
administered at the beginning of the
year, an explanation of what each test
measures, how the results are used, if
test results are seen by teachers and if
students and parents can obtain
sample questions.

Mrs. Nelson said the problem with
testing is that every district has its
own assessment program, but with
the implementation of the federal
government’s No Child Left Behind
(NCLB) Act, districts must look to
federal and state testing guidelines.
“Ultimately, we have to do what they
require, or students will be tested all
of the time.”

 The district was notified on De-
cember 20 of the federal and state
tests for fifth-, sixth- and seventh-
grade students. These tests will be
administered in the spring, said Assis-
tant Superintendent of Curriculum, In-
struction and Assessment Dr. Margaret
Hayes.

The state department of education
uses the results to set standards for the
following year. “The bar is raised every
year. As benchmarks increase, all
schools will be concerned” with the
outcome of the test results, Dr. Hayes
said. By 2014, all students in the dis-
trict must pass state tests under the
NCLB Act.

Dr. Choye clarified that the district,
under Dr. Hayes’ direction, “does not
just want students to pass a test, but
we want them to learn; we look at the
curriculum.”

Dr. Hayes directed parents to go to
the Department of Education website
and find the assessment page, saying
the page contains the testing sched-
ule and many tools regarding the tests,
sample questions, study guides and
parameters of assessment.

Mrs. Kulikowski asked the BOE
what measures it would take to relo-
cate elections from schools to other
buildings due to safety risks.

Mrs. Nelson responded that, “the
schools belong to the community. The
taxpayers have invested a lot in them. It
would send a message to the public that
they are not welcome in our schools.
We are very proud of our schools. They
(voters) see how well behaved our chil-
dren are, and how crowded, too.” She
asked parents, “Only 800 parents of
5,300 students voted on budget refer-
endum last year; do you know why
parents are not voting?”

Some in attendance said the polling
hours are not convenient and there are
no absentee ballots provided for the
BOE budget referendum and election.

Ms. Carow also suspected that “they
(citizens) don’t want to say no to the
schools, but they don’t want higher
taxes, so they don’t come out to vote.

Also discussed were test prepara-
tion services at the high school,  Internet
safety and the resignation of Terrill
School Principal Jeanette Baubles.

TOWN & COUNTRY
Fine Wines & Spirits Marketplace

TOWN & COUNTRY for those with a taste for value.

TOP WINE VALUES PRICE

Barnard Griffin Merlot $13.49 
Ravenswood Vintner's Blend Zinfandel $8.99 
Frescobaldi Nippozzano Chianti Classico $15.99 
Altos De Luzon Jumilla $13.49 
Oxford Landing GSM $5.99 
Archaval Ferrer Malbec $17.99
Villa Antinori Toscana Red $16.99 
Stefano Farina Barolo $25.99 
Allegrini Pallazzo de la Torre $13.99 
Ehler's Merlot $20.99 
Ortman Pinot Noir $19.49 
Rosemount GSM $22.99 
Borsao Tres Picos $9.79 

TOP WINE VALUES PRICE

Icardi Babera Tabarin $10.49 
Ravenswood Vintner's Blend Chardonnay $8.99 
Hedges CMS White $8.99 
Lagar de Cervera Albarino $14.99 
Gini Soave $10.99 
Ecco Domani Pinot Grigio $7.99 
Meredith Vineyards Chardonnay $7.99 

WINTER WARMERS

Kahlua 750ml $15.99 
Sambuca Romana 750ml $17.99 
Courvoisier XO Cognac 750ml $88.99 
Glenfiddich Single Malt Scotch 750ml $31.99 
Chopin Vodka 750ml $25.99 
Jose Cuervo Tequila Gold 750ml $17.99 

BLUSHING BUBBLY                              PRICE

Domaine Chandon Blanc De Noir $13.99 
Michel Freres Brut Rose $14.99 
Banfi Brachetto D'Acqui $14.99 
Moet & Chandon Brut Rose $41.99 
Mionetto Il Prosecco Rose $9.99 

All prices are valid from 2/23/06 - 3/01/06.

WESTFIELD – 333 South Ave. East, Westfield NJ 07090     908-232-8700
Hours: Mon.–Thurs. 9a.m.–9p.m. Fri.–Sat. 9a.m.–10p.m. Sunday–12noon–7p.m.     Free Parking

We are not responsible for typographical errors. Prices do not include sales tax. We reserve the right to limit quantities while supplies last.
T&C accepts MC, AE, VS, DV. In the event of error the lowest price allowed by New Jersey State Law will apply.

10% off 
ANY 6 BOTTLES OF WINE

25% off 
ANY 12 BOTTLES OF WINE

Offer valid from 2/23/06 through 3/01/06 on 750ml bottles only.
Coupon must be presented at time of purchase. Sale items not included.

20% off 
ANY PRE-MADE 
GIFT BASKETS  

Offer valid from 2/23/06 through 3/01/06.
Coupon must be presented at time purchase.

At Town & Country, value means service, savings and selection. For more than 20 years, we’ve been serving your Westfield 
community…and we’ve been rewarded with your loyalty. 

Visit Town & Country and find the widest selection of wines, beers and spirits…all at affordable prices. In fact, our top three 
hundred items are ranked as the best prices in town. 

Shop at Town & Country for cheese, gourmet products and gift baskets, too. We have everything you need to eat, drink 
and be merry. What’s more, our sales staff is knowledgeable, friendly and courteous. Simply put, at T&C we’re known for our “TLC.”  

If you have a taste for value, visit Town & Country. We guarantee a very satisfying experience. 

FOR THOSE WITH A TASTE FOR VALUE.
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SP Residents and Freeholders
Showed How Democracy Works

Last week the citizens of Scotch Plains as well as
the county freeholders learned that democracy works.
The residents packed the house at the February 13
Scotch Plains Planning Board meeting and again at
the February 16 freeholder meeting to oppose plans
by the county to build an interactive children’s farm
on the Sevell Ponderosa property on Cooper Road.
Last Thursday, the freeholders listened to the people
and scrapped their plans with Green Meadows to
build this development.

The county has vowed to do something with the
property, which was purchased for $10 million from
monies of the property-tax surcharge dedicated to
the Union County Open Space, Recreation and His-
torical Trust Fund. The freeholders have vowed to
work with community leaders to ensure Scotch Plains
is consulted on the best use for this property.

We commend the board for listening to the resi-
dents. It was especially nice to hear Freeholder Rick
Proctor, last year’s freeholder chairman when the
Green Meadows deal was announced, admit he had
“dropped the ball” in that there was no public hearing
on the proposal. It is never easy for a public official
to admit a mistake. Mr. Proctor’s apology was a
statesman’s like act.

The residents of Cooper Road deserve praise for
their fight on this issue. They were well organized,
well spoken, energized and ready for a fight if
needed. When the freeholders reversed their plans,
the residents applauded the board’s decision and
personally thanked them.

After coming off the fight to stop the construction
of a home in the middle of an island on their street,
the Cooper Road residents were not about to be
deterred by the county. We encourage them to stay on

top of this issue as the county and township review
the best use for the Ponderosa Farm.

We hope that the freeholders will make sure that all
proposals on the table; i.e., privatizing county-owed
golf courses or bringing the Jets training camp to
Berkeley Heights, are fully disclosed to the public
before being enacted. The county is not some au-
tonomous, remote agency. They govern at the will of
the people with issues that impact the lives of all
county residents.

Another fight also appears on the horizon. Resi-
dents in the area of Brookside Park have formed a
group called Scotch Plains Advocates for the Con-
servation of the Environment — or SPACE — to
fight the township’s plan to build a recreation center
and artificial turf fields for soccer and baseball. In a
letter to the editor this week, they argue that the park
is the last “undisturbed” natural parkland owned by
the township. We’re sure that Scotch Plains Mayor
Martin Marks and the township council will listen to
the concerns of this group.

These recent affairs raise big questions – what is
the vision for open space? If property-tax money is
collected for these purposes, should it in fact be
prohibited for use as development? If it’s intended
by leaders to be used for development, then would
people who voted for it feel misdirected on the intent
and demand that the tax be stopped? Exactly how do
people envision that this tax money be used – for a
passive park? Seems like now is the time to answer
these questions or stop the tax.

Elected officials should view the Ponderosa Farm
debate as lesson in democracy. In this day and age,
it may sound trite, but government is “of the people,
by the people and for the people.”

State Needs to Regulate Towing
Fees From Private Parking Lots

A few weeks ago, we reported that Citywide
Towing of Hawthorne towed a handful of vehicles
from the PNC Bank parking lot in Westfield at the
directive of the landowner. The owners of the ille-
gally parked cars were charged hundreds of dollars
to retrieve their cars. The cars were deposited at
Sevell’s Auto Body off of South Avenue and that’s
where the money (cash only) was collected.

A car owner on Friday night retrieved her vehicle
on Saturday for $385. Another was towed on Satur-
day, but could not retrieve the vehicle until Monday
because Seville’s was closed on Sunday. A charge of
$507 was levied in this case, which included the
extra day of storage.

With the help of several readers, Westfield Town
Clerk Claire Gray, Assemblyman Jon Bramnick’s
office and the State of New Jersey Office of Legisla-
tive Services (Ingrid Hernquist), we investigated the
laws governing towing and allowable charges. We
uncovered regulations from the state and from sev-
eral nearby towns. However, these regulations ex-
clude private towing actions. The regulations involv-
ing municipal government towing are very detailed
and seem reasonable.

The Town of Westfield regulations require towers
to be registered and to meet several
standards. The laws fix the rates. If
a vehicle is ordered removed by the
police department from a munici-
pal lot or the roadway, the maxi-
mum when towed by a “conven-
tional wrecker” is $55 on weekdays
from 8 a.m. until 6 p.m.; $65 on
weekends and holidays until from 6
p.m. to 8 a.m. and $75 when a
flatbed truck is used. If towed out of
town, there is an added charge of $3
per mile.

Also, the vehicle owner would
receive a ticket from the town if it
were illegally parked. Perhaps there
would not be a ticket, though, in
cases of an accident or maintenance
problem.

We have been unable to find any
laws in the state that regulate how
much a company can charge for
towing vehicles from a private lot.
Motorists who are towed from pri-
vate lots are forced to pay whatever
a tow company decides to charge
— and it must be in cash.

As told to us by attorneys, the
only recourse would be to sue the
tow company in state superior court.
In that rates are so much higher in

these unregulated cases, we are concerned about
what could be likened to “usury.”

Town Clerk Gray said that she did not believe the
town has the authority to regulate private parking
lots. However, we did check the regulation cited on
the “bank parking only” signs, which involves the
abandonment of vehicles on private property. The
maximum summons for the offense if $51.

We believe the landlord should have been a little
more customer-friendly and prepared the way for the
transition of common practice of parking there at
night. Notices could have been placed on wind-
shields in advance. The Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce and the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion could have been advised to notify area restau-
rants and businesses.

It’s wrong to illegally park on private property but
a clearer sign or a simple chain could have solved it.

For the second time in recent weeks, we feel it
necessary to ask our state legislature to put an end to
another practice that harms the people. We previ-
ously asked our legislators to end retroactive pay
raises by elected officials. Now we ask legislators to
regulate how much tow companies can charge from
private parking lots.

Next Task Is Creating Committee
For Best Use of Ponderosa Farm

Thanks to the determined efforts of
Scotch Plains residents, the proposal to
put a petting zoo on the old Ponderosa
Farm on Cooper Road was rejected last
Thursday. Thank you to all the people
who came out en masse at Monday’s and
Thursday’s meetings to voice their opin-
ions.

To all of those who helped directly by
providing your insight, energy, time and
resources, I stand in simple awe of all of

you. Thank you also to the Union County
freeholders for listening to us and for
making a wise decision that will reinforce
the freeholders’ far-sighted policy of sav-
ing open space in Union County. Lastly,
thank you to the Scotch Plains mayor and
council for standing with the residents in
opposing this development.

However, while I share the joy of my
fellow residents that we will not have a
large petting zoo disrupting our quality of
life, I believe we face a much harder task
ahead. A committee must be created that
represents Union County freeholders,
township officials and residents of Scotch
Plains. This committee must come up
with a proposal for using the Ponderosa
Farm land, a proposal that will be accept-
able to all of the interested parties. This
will not be easy, but it must be done with
deliberate speed.

Unfortunately, history teaches us that
promises made are sometimes promises
broken. If no timely decision is made by
the committee, I fear the Union County
freeholders will again act unilaterally and
make a proposal for using the land that
could be to the detriment of Scotch Plains.
I would hope my fears prove ill-founded,
but let us not lose what we have fought so
hard to gain.

I don’t know what the best use of the
land will be. I do know that many ideas
will be presented, some good, some bad,
some indifferent. I don’t know if any one
of them will make everyone happy. I do
know if we act wisely and in the spirit of
compromise, we will be able to find a use
for the land that will balance the needs of
Scotch Plains and Union County and will
create a legacy that can be passed down
from generation to generation. I know
this will happen because I was given a
rare glance into the heart of Scotch Plains
over the past two weeks. I heard from
people of different ages, races, socio-
economic backgrounds and beliefs, yet
all united by a few simple truths: we love
our town, we will work to build it and we
will fight to protect it.

Philip Melville
Scotch Plains

Cutting Trees for Rec. Ctr., Fields
At Brookside Is ‘Unconscionable’

SPACE (Scotch Plains Advocates for
the Conservation of the Environment) is
comprised of a large number of families
concerned about the impact of the pro-
posed development of a recreation com-
plex replacing Brookside Park, the only
remaining undisturbed natural setting
owned by the township.

The Township of Scotch Plains is cur-
rently in the process of developing plans
for the use of Brookside Park that will
dramatically alter the natural beauty of
the land and will have a significant impact
on the surrounding neighborhood. Site
plans and architectural renderings have
been created which indicate that the en-
tire park will be irrevocably changed to
accommodate a brand new 40,000-square-
foot recreation center, an artificial turf
soccer field, a baseball field, lighting and
a 2,160-space parking lot.

It is our understanding that the project
will be funded through the use of the open
space trust fund. This fund, financed
through our tax dollars, was established
in 1999 exclusively for the purposes of
acquiring, developing, maintaining and
administering land for preservation as
open space.

It is the opinion of SPACE that it is
disingenuous to use open space and land
preservation monies to build structures,
install artificial field surfaces and high
intensity lighting. At the time of the refer-
endum, it was clearly the intent of voters
to use these funds to improve and pre-
serve natural spaces within our ever-de-
veloping community. It is also our posi-
tion that Brookside Park is the only re-
maining natural setting owned by the

town. The surrounding woods and pond
provide a peaceful natural habitat that is
home to a variety of species. The park’s
jungle gym, walking trails, sleighing hill
and open grasslands provide a free and
unstructured atmosphere for passive rec-
reation by both the adults and children in
the neighborhood and community-at-
large. The clear cutting of hundreds of
mature trees to install an artificial turf
field, recreation center, and parking lot is
unconscionable.

There are no indications that the town-
ship has addressed or even identified
such significant issues as the environ-
mental impact, tax impact, public health,
water drainage, safety, security, traffic,
usage issues and noise. However, there
are indications that the township has al-
ready expended significant funds to sup-
port the project. This activity was under-
taken without any efforts by the town-
ship to notify or consult with residents.

SPACE believes that Brookside Park
and Wildlife Preserve is an unsuitable
location for the proposed recreation com-
plex. Brookside Park is a valuable asset
to the community and one that should be
maintained and preserved for future gen-
erations. It should not be undermined by
a development that irrevocably alters its
natural qualities and the environment.

If any of your readers share our con-
cerns about the proposed development at
Brookside Park, I urge them to contact
dminchello@vwlaw.com for more in-
formation.

David Minchello and members
SPACE

Scotch Plains

When Did Westfield Extend Meter
Hours In Downtown to 7 p.m.?

It was a nice warm February weeknight
and I thought I would take the family out
to dinner and enjoy one of the great res-
taurants that our town has to offer. We
jump in the car, park in a nice legal spot (a
rare find!) and enjoy a great meal on Elm
Street. We return to our car after dropping
some well-earned bucks into our local
economy and what do we find. A parking
ticket! Hooray! How exciting to park
your car at 6:55 p.m. and return at 7:55
and have an added $35 to dish out. Is it
just me or did I miss the memo that says
the meters run to 7 p.m! I know some of
you are saying, ‘Hey Slater, you got what
you deserve. You should have loaded the
meter at 6:55 p.m.’

Well that may be the case but it is hard

to believe that these meters run to 7 p.m.
and that one of our finest police officers
had nothing better to do than “Stick it to
the man!” Actually they stuck it to all
those parked on Elm Street. My point is
pretty simple. The meters should only go
to 5 or 6 (In NYC they only go to 6) and
shame on the police officer who felt the
need to make residents (who support the
town not only with taxes but with endless
fundraisers) pay an extra tab to town hall.
If you want residents to enjoy the town,
give us a break.

Anyone for a parking deck? — Count
me in!

Mitch Slater
Westfield

SP Residents Won
Due to Organizing

This past Monday more than 300 resi-
dents stormed a Scotch Plains Zoning
Board meeting to protest the county’s
plans to lease the Ponderosa Farm prop-
erty in their town to a children’s petting
zoo. The meeting room, which had a
capacity for only 140 people, was in-
spected by the fire department who then
determined that the overcrowding was
creating an unsafe condition, and they
shut down the meeting.

In 2003 Union County purchased the
20-acre Ponderosa Farms property on
Cooper Road from the Sevell family for
$10 million using open space trust fund
monies. The freeholders, none of whom
reside in Scotch Plains, did not consult
the residents when they decided to enter
into a memorandum of understanding to
allow a petting zoo with 140 animals,
parking, portable toilets and animal waste
receptacles to be built by Green Meadows
for a mere $50,000-per-year lease.

Scotch Plains organizers quickly laid
out the impact the county’s actions would
have on their neighborhoods.

The county attorney was defending
their right to do what ever the they wanted
with “the county’s property.” He was
arrogant and trying to bully the large
crowd. He insisted that the county was
only making a presentation out of a cour-
tesy to the residents and that the local
zoning board had no jurisdiction. He
warned that the town would have to file
an expensive suit in superior court if they
wanted to object to the plans.

The county failed miserably at trying
to bully the people of Scotch Plains. Mayor
Martin Marks as reported in The Westfield
Leader and Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
said that the township committee stood
behind their residents and that they were
pursuing a diplomatic resolution with the
county. The mayor stated that town offi-
cials were surprised at the breadth and
scope of the county’s project and if their
diplomatic efforts failed then they would
take it beyond diplomacy.

After listening to residents last Thurs-
day, the freeholders went into an execu-
tive session. They came out and dramati-
cally announced to the packed room in
what was surely meant to be a public
relations coup “democracy worked! We
listened to the people!” This resulted in a
standing ovation from the crowd. The
freeholders had scrapped their plans, for
the time being, but still maintained that
they had a right to “build on open space.”

If democracy was working in Union
County, then the people of Scotch Plains
would have been consulted about plans
for their town. I also wouldn’t be sur-
prised if Green Meadows didn’t feel like
a deer caught in headlights when address-
ing the zoning board, packed with more
than 300 residents.  It’s evident that he
didn’t expect a problem since the Green
Meadows website had been already list-
ing Scotch Plains as a location.

Scotch Plains won this battle because a
passionate and talented group of resi-
dents were successful at rallying their
neighbors. They also won because the
Scotch Plains township committee isn’t a
county powerbroker puppet.

The moral of the story is that balanced
representation and active citizen partici-
pation works!

Tina Renna, President
Union Cty. Watchdog Assoc., Inc.

Cranford
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Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm
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Publisher’s View

The President’s Decision on
Port Security is a Paradox

On June 24, 2002, we were hon-
ored to meet President George W.
Bush when he visited Port Elizabeth
to speak on port security. The Presi-
dent said, “…we’re winning and we’re
going to continue to win as we fight
for our freedoms.”

President Bush was visiting Port
Elizabeth to “honor Port Authority
heroes and to outline new security
measures. This is a different kind of
war, and it has placed many Ameri-
cans on the front line of the war;
American firefighters and police of-
ficers and postal workers and the folks
who work here at the Port Authority,
New York and New Jersey, to keep
America safe.”

Also, we published on September
25, 2003 a report regarding Home-
land Security holding exercises on
hypothetical attacks intended to –
“[weigh] in on raising the national
security threat level, closing the
country’s ports and strengthening
border and port security.”

Congressman Mike Ferguson said

then, “It was an eye-opening experi-
ence seeing firsthand how our gov-
ernment would respond to a series of
terrorist attacks aimed at our ports.
With the largest port on the East Coast,
New Jersey faces unique threats and
challenges. Exercises like this give
lawmakers an important perspective
on how our government would re-
spond to a future terrorist attack and
what we in Congress can do to ensure
law enforcement has the resources it
needs.”

It is now February 23, 2006 and
we learn that the President has ap-
proved the sale of the British com-
pany who runs our East Coast ports
to a state-owned company of the
United Arab Emirates. This is a stun-
ning paradox. It is a grave mistake
in our opinion.

We join Governors George Pataki,
Jon Corzine and Robert Ehrlich in
urging the President to reverse his
decision on this matter. We thank
Congressman Ferguson for relaying
this view (see page 5).

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Quaich – A shallow cup or drinking

vessel
2. Laminiferous – Consisting of layers
3. Zoopraxiscope – An early kind of

moving-picture projector
4. Ophiolatry – The worship of snakes

PLEUROSTEON
1. The lateral element of a bird’s ster-

num which joins onto the ribs
2. An extinct marine reptilian animal

having had a long neck, paddlelike limbs
and a length of 15 to 20 feet long

3. An air sac in the lungs of any animal
4. A thin, serous membrane which cov-

ers the inside of the thorax
LIMU

1. Rust-colored
2. Full of life; very lively
3. Hawaiian seaweed
4. A sperm whale

PLIOFILM
1. A plastic coating used to protect

furniture
2. The meniscus or curved upper sur-

face of water
3. A waterproof, transparent rubber

sheeting used for raincoats
4. The protective, transparent mem-

brane surrounding the eyes
URSON

1. Bristled; standing erect
2. Pertaining to the urinary tract
3. The Canada porcupine
4. Of or characteristic of a bear
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“I have two kids and I run around every day 

doing things for everyone else but me. 

I fi nally woke up last month and decided 

that I was worth more than that. 

I now visit Cuts Women three times 

a week for only 30 minutes. 

And my family is proud of me.”     

Dyanne Ferrara

Personal: Married, 3 children

Problem: Time   

Make Time 
for Yourself

Cuts Women Hours
Mon-Fri 7am - 9pm

Sat 8am - 4pm
Sun 10am - 2pm

Cuts Fitness for Women
509 Central Ave, Westfi eld, NJ

(908) 389-1539

www.cutsfi tnessforwomen.com

* Initiation Fee waived with one-year membership. Offer expires March 31, 2006.
 Must present ad to receive discount.

Join Now 
and Save $100!*

      

Westfielder Supports Ferguson’s
Budget Vote Citing Lowering of Deficit

It Is Time to Settle SPFEA Contract
In Line With Surrounding Districts

Letters to the Editor

I write to commend Congressman Mike
Ferguson for ignoring the critics and vot-
ing for a budget last month that actually
reduces the federal budget deficit.

For many long years, we have read
about rising budget deficits and mortgag-
ing of our children’s futures. Now that
Congress has actually taken a step toward
fiscal sanity, we have to listen to critics
wail about the havoc that their cuts will
wreak with future generations. Well,
which is it?

If deficits and budget cuts are both
unacceptable to these budget hawks, then
the only alternative is tax increases.

This New Jersey taxpayer cannot af-
ford higher taxes.

Thank you, Congressman Ferguson,
for choosing lower spending and a lower
tax burden over high taxes for this over-
taxed New Jersey homeowner.

Francis Quinn
Westfield

Editor’s Note: A copy the following
letter was sent to Dr. Carol Choye and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion.

* * * * *
I would like to thank Dr. Choye and the

board for the many hours that have been
spent working toward an agreement with
the teachers for a fair contract. Our com-
munity is extremely lucky to have such a
dedicated group of people working to
ensure a wonderful education for our chil-
dren.

I have four children in the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SP-F) schools. I have been
active in the PTA since 1998. I have been
extremely pleased with the education that
my children have received. The teachers
in this district continue to provide an
excellent education for our children.
Ninety percent of our high school gradu-
ates continue to college. The service that
the teachers provide directly benefits stu-
dents and parents, but the rest of the
community also benefits by the high prop-
erty values that are driven, in part, by our
high-achieving schools.

I think it is time to settle on a contract
that is in line with other districts in Union
County. SP-F is one of only four districts
in Union County that still have not settled
on a contract. Is the board proposing cuts
in the benefits? Benefits are a critical part
of a competitive package that other dis-
tricts offer. A decrease in the benefit
package could mean some quality teach-
ers will leave the district.

Is the board offering a salary proposal
above or below the county average?
Would the board proposals help or hurt
SP-F’s ability to attract and retain high
quality staff? I find it very disturbing that
for many, many years this district has not
settled a contract on time. It is time to
settle and keep the SP-F school district
competitive.

I would like to lend my support to the
teachers for the fine, outstanding job that

they consistently provide for our students.
Even though the teachers are working
without a contract, they have continued
throughout the negotiation process to sup-
port, encourage and provide a meaning-
ful, high-level education for our students.
I must commend them for their dedica-
tion, professionalism and talent.

It is my belief that my children have
one of the best groups of teachers one
could ask for. I think the teachers of SP-
F deserve a fair and equitable contract
that is competitive with surrounding dis-
tricts.

The teachers in this district have pro-
vided my children with a superb educa-
tion. They have been supportive, gener-
ous, kind, challenging and most of all
have instilled in them the critical tools
necessary to continue and be successful
in higher education and life. The teachers
of this district consistently offer their
time and expertise before, during and
after school hours. The teachers of SP-F
have guided my children and helped them
to love learning.

I support their efforts to try and settle
with the board and receive a fair contract.
We will all benefit from keeping our fine
teachers in the SP-F schools.

Patricia Walsh-Pierce
Fanwood

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HAVING FUN...Cub Scouts from Den 2, Pack 273 at Tamaques Elementary
School in Westfield visit the offices of The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times on the afternoon of February 16 to learn how newspapers are
created. They had fun getting their faces painted with glasses, beards and black
eyes on the computer. They also learned the 5 Ws (who, what, when, where and
why) and found out that their brain is their most important tool. They gathered
that it is better to be on the honor roll than in the police blotter.

Westfield Comm. Looks at
Historic Home Restoration

WESTFIELD — Long concerned
about the current proliferation of
McMansions in Westfield, the
Westfield Historic Preservation Com-
mission (WHPC) focused its atten-
tion on the current restoration of, and
addition to, one of Westfield’s archi-
tectural landmarks at its January 23
meeting.

This 1880s house, originally built
on Dudley Avenue, was long ago
moved to its present 730 Lawrence
Avenue site. Often credited with be-
ing an inspiration for Westfield na-
tive Charles Addams’ ghoulish car-
toons, it had fallen into some disre-
pair over the years and was a candi-
date for demolition.

Thanks to the efforts of a local builder
and resident, the house is now being
renovated with modern amenities while
retaining its historical character.

“The situation with this home
shows that demolition does not
have to be the only option,” said
Betty List, chairwoman of the
WHPC. “We can save Westfield’s
unique assets while providing hous-

ing that is desirable for today’s
home buyers.”

“It takes more time and money to
save an historic home than to tear
down and rebuild,” said Simpson’s
Builders President and WHPC mem-
ber Todd Annis, who is renovating
the home. “In the long run, however,
the value of this property and those
around it can only be enhanced by
this project.”

The WHPC is studying ways that
vintage homes such as this can re-
ceive some kind of special designa-
tion for protection from possible in-
appropriate changes.

WHPC officers for 2006 are Betty
List, chair; Eric Diddle, vice chair,
and Barbara Burton and Jody
Melloan, secretaries. The next meet-
ing will be held on February 27 in the
municipal building.

The purpose of the WHPC, estab-
lished in 1984, is to help protect the
historical, cultural, architectural and
social heritage of Westfield. To learn
more, visit www.westfieldtoday.com/
whpc.html.

Rep. Ferguson Calls for Pres.
To Stop Port Deal with Arabs

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent
to The Honorable Michael Chertoff,
Secretary, U.S. Department of Home-
land Security Washington, D.C. and
copied to the press.

Dear Secretary Chertoff:
I am writing to express my strong

concerns regarding the Bush
Administration’s decision to permit
Dubai Ports World, a state-owned
business in the United Arab Emir-
ates, to take over operations at six
major U.S. ports, including in New
Jersey.

As you know, port security is a
central component of our nation’s
overall homeland security efforts.
Because our nation’s ports are high-
risk targets for future terrorist attacks,
this decision raises significant con-
cerns. The largest port facility on the
East Coast, operated by the Port Au-
thority of New York & New Jersey, is
located just outside the 7th Congres-
sional District that I represent.

With the September 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks still fresh in the minds
of millions of New Jersey residents,
allowing the Dubai Ports World to
operate our major ports – and also

major targets for future terrorist at-
tacks – is not in America’s national
security interests.

Moreover, UAE’s track record in
anti-terrorist efforts is deeply trou-
bling. At least one of the September
11 hijackers came from the United
Arab Emirates; the Justice Depart-
ment and the 9/11 Commission found
that most of the September 11 hijack-
ers received funding channeled
through sources in the UAE; the UAE
served as a transfer point for nuclear
components shipped to Iran, North
Korea and Libya and the UAE was
one of only three countries that rec-
ognized the Taliban as the legitimate
government of Afghanistan.

America’s ports are our gateways
of commerce to the world and critical
components to our homeland secu-
rity. Transferring port operations to a
state-controlled entity whose govern-
ment has at best a questionable record
on anti-terrorism efforts appears dan-
gerously shortsighted.

I will support legislation in Con-
gress to block this decision unless the
Administration adequately explains
why its decision is in America’s na-
tional security interest.

Rep. Mike Ferguson
New Jersey

Bramnick Bill Focuses
On Laser Beam Danger

WESTFIELD – Asm. Jon
Bramnick is a co-sponsor of Assem-
bly Bill 415 which will make pur-
poseful pointing of a laser beam at the
operator of a vehicle, railroad car,
trolley, subway car, ferry, airplane or
other transportation facility, a crime
of as high as the second degree.

These lasers can distract, if not
temporarily blind, pilots and have led
to aborted landings.

Asm. Bramnick said he would con-
tinue his efforts in the area of home-
land security.

Asm. Bramnick to
Address Conference

WESTFIELD – On March 15, Asm.
Jon Bramnick will address Leadership
New Jersey (LNJ) on topics of govern-
ment and politics. LNJ, celebrating its
20th anniversary, will hold the seminar at
the Woodrow Wilson School of Public
and Int’l. Affairs at Princeton University.

Mr. Bramnick, a graduate of the Max-
well School of Pol. Science and a former
adjunct professor at Rutgers University,
will discuss property tax solutions.

Sen. Kean: President Bush
Should Block Port Sale

MOUNTAINSIDE – Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. issued the following state-
ment on the sale of six U.S. Ports to
Dubai Ports World, a company based
in the United Arab Emirates, a coun-
try with ties to terrorism:

 In a post 9/11 world, it is an out-
rage that President Bush would allow
the sale of American ports to a for-
eign company based in a country with
ties to terrorism. The White House
has turned a deaf ear to the Congres-
sional uproar over the decision to
allow a state-owned United Arab
Emirates shipping firm to pay over
six billion dollars to acquire six ma-
jor United States ports – including
one right here in New Jersey.

 Each day, approximately 16,000
containers enter U.S. Ports. Almost
everything we buy, sell, eat or drink is
carried in these metal boxes. And of
those 16,000 containers arriving each
day, only 2 percent are inspected by
U.S. Customs.  This is a disaster wait-
ing to happen.

The Department of Homeland Se-
curity is struggling with the port
security issue, and that fact should
concern every single American. The
decision by the Bush Administration
to give control of six U.S. ports to
Dubai Ports World, a company based
in the United Arab Emirates – a
nation linked to 9/11 – is troubling
on many levels. The idea that we
would turn our port security over to
a foreign country with ties to terror-
ism – a country that vows to destroy
Israel – is shocking. There are many

unanswered questions, and a flimsy
investigation won’t cut it. President
Bush must intervene and the White
House needs to assure the country
that our national security interests
are protected.

Foreign control of our ports,
which are vital to homeland secu-
rity, is an alarming proposition. The
administration panel that approved
the deal, headed by the Department
of Treasury, defended what they
called a “thorough review” that in-
cluded input from our nation’s se-
curity agencies. Yet the investiga-
tion into Dubai Ports World did not
include background checks on se-
nior managers or an evaluation of
the company’s hiring procedures for
new employees. This is a huge blind
spot, and there should be deep res-
ervations about moving forward
with this deal.

If the President does not change
course on the approval of this sale,
there is a second option. I have called
on Governor Corzine to exercise Sec-
tion 48 of the lease between the Port
Authority and the Port Newark Con-
tainer Terminal to give the Port Au-
thority the ability to void the provi-
sions of the lease if the transaction is
contrary to public interest.

Port Security is a major component
to protecting our people from terror-
ist attacks. Five years after 9/11 it’s
important we maintain our vigilance
– turning our ports over to a foreign
government with a checkered past is
an unacceptable risk.

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

HOURS: Monday - Saturday: 9am to 9:30pm • Sunday: 12pm to 8pm

1120 South Avenue West, Westfield NJ • 908-232-5341

WINTER SPECIAL!

Any 2 bottles

of wine with

this coupon
Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Expires 03/01/06

10%

OFF

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.

Any 12 bottles

or more of wine

Any 6 bottles

or more of wine10%

OFF

20%

OFF

The carneros region on the northern side of San Francisco Bay is among

the best places in the U.S. to grow the two great Burgundy grapes;

Chardonnay and Pinot Noir.  The fog in the area helps keep the grapes

from over heating and the breezes help prevent fungus.  This Pinot is

certified organic.  Lovely cherry-berry tones and light herbal hints help

make it a great food wine.  Nine months in small French oak add weight.

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay/Pinot Noir
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml
$12.99 750ml
$7.99 750ml
$9.99 750ml
$10.99 750ml

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80
Ketel One
Grey Goose
Smirnoff
Stolichnaya
Skyy
Wolfschmidt
Gordons

$31.99 1.75L
$34.99 1.75L
$25.99 750ml
$18.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L
$13.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire
Tanqueray
Hendricks
Beefeater
Gordons
Seagrams

$34.99 1.75L
$30.99 1.75L
$27.99 750ml
$28.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L
$15.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label
Chivas Regal
Johnnie Walker Black
Johnnie Walker Red
Clan MacGregor

$29.99 1.75L
$51.99 1.75L
$55.99 1.75L
$29.99 1.75L
$16.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels
Jim Beam
Seagrams 7

$35.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L
$14.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan
Bacardi Silver
Bacardi Gold
Malibu

$23.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$19.99 1.75L
$23.99 1.75L

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

$16.99 1.5L
$15.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$6.99 1.5L
$12.99 1.5L
$11.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$10.99 1.5L
$8.99 1.5L
$10.99 5L
$8.99 4L
$11.99 4L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys
Romana Sambuca
Kahlua
Southern Comfort
Amaretto Di Saronno

$17.99 750ml
$17.99 750ml
$15.99 750ml
$13.99 750ml
$18.99 750ml

Madonna Estate Pinot Noir
 $21.99

Colle de Bardellini Vermentino  $14.99
Very dry and filled with lemony fruit.  Refresh-
ing acidity makes it a great food wine.  Pasta
with a white clam sauce would be ideal.  More
weight and mouth feel than your run of the mill
Italian white.

Big, rich, full bodied southern French wine.  Black
fruit, spices, leather tones and chocolate flavors.
The big tannic structure makes it ideal for medium
aging.  It requires a good hour decant.  An under-
valued lesser know region.

Chateau Plo Du Roy Minervois  $23.99

Josmeyer Pinot Blanc  $23.99
Pinot Blanc was long thought to be Chardonnay’s
lesser cousin, genetic research has recently discov-
ered that it is a white mutation of Pinot Noir.  The
elegance in this bottle testifies to that.   Peach, cit-
rus and floral elements around a great acidic struc-
ture.  This Alsatian version is great with lobster.
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Ms. Cheryl Ann Wagner and Justin M. Gerrity

Ms. Cheryl Ann Wagner
To Wed Justin M. Gerrity

Mr. and Mrs. Chris W. Wagner of
Scotch Plains have announced the
engagement of their daughter, Ms.
Cheryl Ann Wagner of Scotch Plains,
to Justin M. Gerrity of Point Pleasant.
He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Kevin
Gerrity, also of Point Pleasant.

A 2001 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, the bride-to-
be received a Bachelor of Arts degree
in Biology from Long Island Univer-

sity: The College of Southampton in
December 2004, with concentrations
in both Marine Biology and Environ-
mental Education. She is employed
with the Trailside Nature and Science
Center in Mountainside as a park
naturalist.

The future bridegroom graduated
from Point Pleasant Borough High
School in 2001. He is employed with
Gerrity and Associates of Point Pleas-
ant as a manufacturer’s representative.

A September 2006 wedding is
planned.

Gildeas Welcome
Son, James Michael
James and Monica Gildea of

Westfield have announced the birth
of their son, James Michael Gildea,
on Monday, January 23, at 6:45 p.m.
at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

James weighed 7 pounds and 11
ounces and measured 21¾ inches in
length at birth. He joins his sister,
Ryleigh Elizabeth, who will be three
years old on May 29, 2006.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are Mike and Mary Ceklosky of
Westfield. James and Gerri Gildea,
also of Westfield, are his paternal
grandparents.

Ryan A. Bigham and Miss Elizabeth S. Cozzolina

Miss Elizabeth Cozzolina
To Marry Ryan Bigham

Robert and Linda Cozzolina of
Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Miss
Elizabeth Susan Cozzolina of
Westfield, to Ryan Alan Bigham. He
is the son of Ronald and Deborah
Bigham of Littlestown, Pa.

The bride-elect graduated from
Westfield High School in May 1998
and continued her education at
Franklin Pierce College in Rindge,
N.H., where she received a Bachelor

of Science degree in Marketing. She
is employed as a flight attendant for
Continental Airlines.

Her fiancé graduated from
Littlestown High School in May 1999.
He currently is an Airman First Class
in the United States Air Force and is
a nuclear, biological and chemical
expert. Mr. Bigham will be deployed
for the second time to Iraq in May.

The couple will be wed in April at
the Grand Summit Hotel in Summit.

Mr. Kleiman to Discuss Role
During Conference on Aging
WESTFIELD – Allan Kleiman,

head of the Reference Department at
the Westfield Memorial Library, will
give a talk on “Civic Engagement: A
Citizen’s Role in Government” at
the First Wednesday Luncheon of
the Westfield Historical Society. The
luncheon will be held at noon on
March 1 at B.G. Fields Restaurant,
located at 560 Springfield Avenue in
Westfield.

Mr. Kleiman will discuss his ex-
periences at the White House Con-
ference on Aging that took place in
Washington, D.C. from December
11 to 15. He attended the conference
as chairman of the American Li-
brary Association’s White House
Conference on Aging Task Force.

Mr. Kleiman was one of four li-
brarians in the country chosen to
attend the conference, along with
1,200 other delegates who also were
selected to vote on 50 resolutions
that will impact federal legislation
affecting senior citizens over the next
decade.

He will speak about the many is-
sues that were discussed on aging
and are of primary concern to senior
citizens nationwide. Mr. Kleiman,
who has worked with seniors for
over 30 years, will explain why he
felt it was important for him to at-
tend the conference and why he be-
lieves both the government and the

public now realize how important a
role libraries today play in the lives
of seniors.

A telephone committee of the so-
ciety will contact regular attendees
of the luncheon to verify their reser-
vations. Space permitting, others
may attend the luncheon as well.
Interested persons are asked to call
(908) 233-2930 by noon on Monday,
February 27.

College Club Announces
Fashion Show Luncheon

SCOTCH PLAINS – The College
Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will
present its annual fashion show lun-
cheon on Sunday, April 2, from 11:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Shackamaxon
Country Club in Scotch Plains.

“Spring Fashions from Westfield”
will be the theme. In addition to fash-
ions for women, this year’s show will
include clothing for men, teenagers
and children. Male and female mod-
els, including adolescents and young-
sters, will be featured.

The clothing will come from
Westfield stores including The Gap,
Banana Republic, Nirvana, The
Leader Store, Esprit, Anthology, Blair
Delmonico, Anais, Mademoiselle and
Jos. A. Bank, among others.

“We are very excited about this
year’s collection of fashions,” said
Marie Leppert, co-president of the
College Club. “It is great to broaden
the show to have fashions for every-
one. We know there will be some-
thing for everyone.”

The fashion show luncheon also
will feature a 50/50 drawing, Select-
a-Gift, sweepstakes and a silent auc-
tion. According to Mrs. Leppert, some
of the silent auction items will in-
clude a week in Hilton Head, S.C.;
two nights at the Manhattan Club in
New York City; a five-course Italian

meal and tickets to a Rutgers football
game and tailgate party.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Col-
lege Club provides scholarships for
young women of high school and col-
lege age who reside in the community.

All proceeds from the fashion show
luncheon will go directly to the club’s
Scholarship Fund, with moneys to be
awarded to students in May.

Tickets, which cost $35, may be
purchased at the DiFrancesco Realty
Office, 265 South Avenue in Fanwood,
which may be reached at (908) 889-
0200. Individuals also may call Gin-
ger Rachko at (908) 889-4105.

Mothers to Hear Talk
On Literacy Skills

FANWOOD – The Union County
Chapter of Mothers & More will
host Sandy Stanton and Dr. Francie
Matthews at its Wednesday, March 1
meeting at 8 p.m. at the Fanwood
Recreation Center, located in Forest
Road Park in Fanwood.

They will speak on ways to help a
child become a lover of reading and
how to detect the early signs of read-
ing delays. This meeting will be open
to the public.

Interested persons in the area also
will have an opportunity to find out
more about the chapter’s activities,
which include mom-and-tot outings,
mom’s night out, playgroups, a book
club and a craft club, among other
offerings.

A national, non-profit organiza-
tion, Mothers & More champions
the value and necessity of all moth-
ers’ work to society, paid and un-
paid, both within and outside of the
home. For more details about this
meeting or Mothers & More, please
call Stacy at (908) 928-9841 or
Marilyn at (908) 568-2633 or access
mothersandmore.org.

‘Empty Nesters’ Group
Seeks Couples to Join
WESTFIELD AREA – Couples

who are newly or nearly “empty-
nesters” are being sought to form a
social group in the Westfield area.

Participants will have an opportu-
nity to meet other couples for a vari-
ety of casual social activities, such as
dining at local restaurants, movies or
live theater or potluck dinners and an
evening of board games. Interested
persons are asked to call Nancy at
(908) 233-5967 for information on
the first “get-acquainted” date.

Nominees Are Sought
For Optimist Award

WESTFIELD – The Optimist Club
of Westfield, a local service organi-
zation, is seeking nominations from
the public for its annual Friend of
Youth Award. Nominations are due
by Tuesday, February 28.

Each year, the club honors a mem-
ber of the community who has shown
particular devotion to nurturing the
healthy growth of young people with
special recognition and a cash award.

Members of the club review nomi-
nations and present the award to a
person who has given selflessly in
an effort to guide and develop
Westfield youth into mature and re-
sponsible young adults.

A letter soliciting nominations has
been circulated to various social,
educational and religious organiza-
tions in the community. Members of
the public wishing to submit nomi-
nations are asked to send a letter
including a capsule biography of their
nominee and listing the various ac-
complishments qualifying that per-
son for the award.

Nomination letters should be sent to:
Gina Benkendorf, Project Director,
1055 Boulevard East, Apt. E-8,
Weehawken, N.J. 07086 or e-mailed to
Gina.Benkendorf@agedwards.com.
The winning nominee will be honored
at the Optimist Club’s Wednesday, April
5 meeting.25th Anniversary Sale

Short Hills
Kings Shopping Center

Manalapan
Galleria Shopping Center

973.376.2450 732.462.3898
www.bellini.com

Visit us and discover why families trust us and our
products for their first child to their last.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

233033

Richard Lipsky, M.D.
Diplomate American Academy for

Pain Management

Richard Mack, D.O.
Board Certified in Family Medicine

Stop the Pain
Before It Stops You

865 Mountain Avenue

Mountainside

908-789-9339

NON-SURGICAL TREATMENT OF HERNIATED

AND DEGENERATIVE DISCS

• HEADACHES • NECK PAIN

• LOW BACK PAIN • ARTHRITIS

• THORACIC SPINE DISORDER

• TRAUMATIC KNEE AND SHOULDER INJURIES

Alfa Spina Systems - IDD Therapy

JCC to Host Concert,
Brunch on March 5

SCOTCH PLAINS – All are in-
vited to attend a concert of classical
music on Sunday, March 5, at 11 a.m.
at the Jewish Community Center
(JCC) of Central New Jersey.  A light
brunch also will be served.

Classical musicians the Stirling
Duo will perform.  The Duo is com-
prised of Joseph Gluck on violin and
Mary Babiarz on violin, viola and
piano.

The cost of this program is $12 for
JCC members and $15 for the com-
munity at large. Advance registration
is required; the deadline to register is
Wednesday, March 1.

The JCC is located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. For more
information or to purchase tickets,
please contact Nan Statton at (908)
889-8800, extension no. 207, or at
nstatton@jccnj.org.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

St. Thomas Church
To Hold Craft Sale

AREA – St. Thomas the Apostle
Church, located at 1407 St. Georges
Avenue in Rahway, will hold a craft
and new item sale on Saturday, Febru-
ary 25, from noon to 8 p.m. and Sun-
day, February 26, from noon to 6 p.m.

The sale will be held during the
church’s annual Slavonic Festival.
Vendor space is still available at $25
for one day and $40 for two days. For
reservations or more information,
please call Maryann Laskowski at
(908) 518-0107 or Anna Sausnock at
(908) 862-5321.

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy & Sell on the Net

goleader.com
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Seniors Can Find Purpose
Through People and God

By MSGR. WILLIAM HARMS

Mother nature does enjoy keeping
us on our toes. We have just experi-
enced one of the warmest Januarys
on record. Then February strikes us
with the most snow in recorded
weather history. What does March
have in store for us? The extremes of
weather can be telling on most of us.
It is most telling on those who expe-
rience the weather roller coaster in
advance age.

The process of aging can be a severe
trial. Even though life is often diffi-
cult, many of us try to hold onto it
when it begins to slip away. The worst
suffering is to feel that one is useless,
and putting other people to trouble
when one would still like to be of
service. This means not asking for a
ride to church, the supermarket or the
doctor and volunteering to shovel the
walk, among other activities.

It is time for humility and for faith
that has been purified through lived
experience. Old age is not the road to
death, but the path to life. Fullness of
life at least, and made sacred in Christ
forever. But the difficult transforma-
tion must be accepted, the passage to
that other life, just as the grain of
wheat must die in the ground before
it produces the ears of corn.

For the elderly, the time may be
past in so far as doing for others, but
it is now the time for living in God as
God lives in us. This is the condition,
if the fruit is mature.

“I’m growing old, Lord, and grow-
ing old is hard!

I can’t run any longer, I can’t even
walk fast.

Believe me, your life today can be
richer than it was yesterday,

If you can accept growing old.”
(“New Prayers,” Michael Quoist).

Remain united to me, and I will
remain united to you. A branch can-
not bear fruit by itself, it can do so
only if it remains in the vine. In the
same way, you cannot bear fruit un-
less you remain in me.

“I am the vine, and you are the
branches. Whoever remains in me,
and I in him, will bear much fruit; for
you can do nothing without me.” (Jn
14: 12-14).

The elderly can often find them-
selves alone. The feeling may grow
every day; alone with their memo-
ries, with past sorrows which remain
alive in their heart. Unfortunately,
the many fulfilled memories have
taken flight. Time seems never to go
quickly. Time is the same as years
ago, but why does it appear to lin-
ger? So much time seems to have
slipped away. Where did it go? I was
able to fill each moment with life.

A crucial element in aging is to
celebrate the God in my life. I turn to
him each day to assist me. I celebrate
him in the friends and family who try
to reach out. Even though my beat-
ing heart may be tired, I still have
life. I share my love with others,
often stronger.

Help me Lord to develop a focus
that sees you every day in my life.
Enable me to share God’s love with
others in my life. Give me the
strength, not to shovel snow, but to
celebrate life with those around me.

*****
Reverend Monsignor Harms is

pastor of St. Helen’s Roman Catho-
lic Church, located at 1600 Rahway
Avenue in Westfield.

International Dinner to Aid
Earthquake Relief Efforts

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church in
Scotch Plains will hold an Interna-
tional Dinner on Saturday, March
11, from 5 to 8 p.m. to raise money
for the Presbyterian Disaster Assis-
tance Fund.

This fund helps people caught in
life-threatening situations such as
war, famine, earthquakes and hurri-
canes. Funds raised through this
event will be specifically directed
to aid in earthquake relief efforts in
Pakistan/Afghanistan. A recent

earthquake in that part of the world
killed more than 87,000 people and
left 1.5 million homeless.

All are welcome to attend the
dinner, which will feature music
from around the world as well as an
array of international cuisine such
as Italian, Cuban, Swedish, Ger-
man, Irish, Greek, Scottish, English,
West Indian and Polish.

The cost for the dinner is $12 for
adults; $6 for children under age 12
and free for those under age five.
Reservations are requested by
Wednesday, March 8.

Individuals wishing to make a
reservation, or who cannot attend
the dinner but would like to make a
donation, are asked to call Barbara
Couphos at (908) 322-7892.

The Willow Grove Church is lo-
cated at 1961 Raritan Road. For more
information, please call the church
office at (908) 232-5678, e-mail
wilgrv@netzero.com or visit
www.scotchplains.com/wgpc.

SUCCESSFUL DRIVE…The Westfield Junior Woman’s Club concluded its first
Children’s Clothing Drive by donating 1,400 items to Rich Martell of Cherished
Creations and 22 bags of baby blankets and clothing to Mary Jane Roberts of the
Muhlenberg Hospital Auxiliary. Pictured, from left to right, are: Back row, Mr.
Martell, Vicki Bowen, Beth Hoerle, Heidi Luerssen and Suzannah Plant, and front
row, Sheila Pikaart, Keira, Matthew and Nannette Loftus.

Dr. Mieres to Address
Women’s Heart Health

SCOTCH PLAINS – Dr. Jennifer
Mieres will speak on “Women and
Heart Disease – What You Need to
Know” this Sunday, February 26, at
10 a.m. at Congregation Beth Israel.

Dr. Mieres is Director of Nuclear
Cardiology at North Shore Univer-
sity Hospital and Assistant Professor
of Medicine at New York University.
She has appeared in three recent docu-
mentaries for PBS and was a guest on
the “Today” show on February 3.

She is a nationally recognized ex-
pert in cardiovascular diseases in
women and is former chairwoman
of the American Society of Nuclear
Cardiology’s Task Force on Women
and Coronary Artery Disease (2001-
2002).

Sponsored by the Sisterhood of
Congregation Beth Israel and
WomenHeart: the National Coalition
for Women with Heart Disease, this
program is free and open to the pub-
lic. “Red Bags of Courage” will be
distributed to all who attend.

Congregation Beth Israel is located at
18 Shalom Way in Scotch Plains. Those
interested in attending are asked to call
the congregation office at (908) 889-
1830 or email jlevy36@comcast.net.

FUMC Shrove Tuesday
To Feature Live Jazz
WESTFIELD – The First United

Methodist Church of Westfield, lo-
cated at One East Broad Street, will
hold its annual Shrove Tuesday Pan-
cake Supper on Tuesday, February
28, between 6:30 and 9 p.m.

All are welcome to attend the
event, which will feature live music
throughout the evening provided by
the Big Apple Jazz Band. Partici-
pants are invited to dance.

The menu will include plain and
pecan pancakes with flavored
whipped cream, plus ham, fruit, juice,
coffee, tea and water. The kitchen
will close at 8 p.m. to allow everyone
to relax and enjoy the music.

The charge is $5 per person. This
event will serve as a fundraiser to
support the Education Ministry’s
Scholarship Fund. For more infor-
mation, please call (908) 233-4211.

‘Y’ Open House to Spotlight
Summer Camp Programs

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Area “Y” will spotlight its summer
camp programs with an open house
on Saturday, March 4, from 12:30 to
2:30 p.m. at its East Broad Street
Family Branch, located at 422 East
Broad Street in Westfield. Camp pro-
grams for children and teenagers
encourage skill building while in-
stilling core values of caring, hon-
esty, respect and responsibility.

Participants will receive a free camp
bag and be entered into a drawing to
win a free week of camp. Arts and
crafts, games and refreshments will
be available, and camp staff members
will be on hand to answer questions.

Full-day and half-day camps are
available for children ages three to
15. Before and after camp care is
offered from 7 a.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Camps will run from Monday, June
26, through Saturday, August 26.

Individuals may sign up for one
week or the whole summer. All camps

have at least one person certified in
First Aid/CPR at all times. Financial
assistance is available.

Camp programs include: Discov-
ery Day Camp, Explorer Day Camp,
Jump Start (Youth Fitness), Cyber
Explorer, Outdoor Adventure,
Imagineering, Science Exploration,
Art Adventures and Fencing Clinic.

The Westfield Area “Y” serves
Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood
and Cranford. For more information,
please call (908) 233-2700 or visit
www.westfieldynj.org.

‘Aesop’s Fables’ on Tap
At Westfield Library
WESTFIELD – On Saturday, Feb-

ruary 25, the Tuckers’ Tales Puppet
Theatre will present “Aesop’s
Fables” at 10:30 a.m. at the Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550
East Broad Street. Tuckers’ Tales
will dramatize famous stories such
as “The Tortoise and the Hare” and
“The Ant and the Grasshopper,”
while adding unusual twists.

Additionally, the library will
present “A Story and a Movie for
School-Age Kids: The Iron Giant”
on Friday, February 24, at 3:30 p.m.
Children from kindergarten through
fifth grade will listen to this modern-
day adventure about space monsters,
an iron giant and a boy. They will then
be invited back for the movie at 10:30
a.m. the following Friday, March 3 (a
school holiday).

For adults, the Sundance Film Fes-
tival will continue with a screening
of The Brothers McMullen on Tues-
day, February 28, at 7 p.m.

TGIF: Bing Crosby will be fea-
tured on Friday, March 3, at 1:30
p.m. with a program about the life,
times and music of this favorite
American crooner.

For more information on these
events, please call  (908) 789-4090,
visit www.wmlnj.org or pick up the
library’s quarterly newsletter.

Each spring, This Is Westfield is mailed to every household in

Westfield with the newspaper. Several thousand additional cop-

ies are distributed to others. It is a year-round reference for resi-

dents and a gift for newcomers. This Is Westfield features the

region’s business, education, civic, government and cultural or-

ganizations. A must for business in the region.

This Is Westfield 2006
34th Annual Edition, coming May 2006

Reserve Your Ad
Space Now

See goleader.com/tiw

for details or

call a real person at

(908) 232-4407.

www.sg-cpas.com

Located at
282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500
Fax: 908-889-9501

For All Your Tax &
Financial Service Needs
Call for an appointment

Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

Discover the World at the  
Westfield Memorial Library 

 

Developed by the Foreign Policy Association in 1954, the Great 

Decisions Discussion Program is the longest-standing and larg-

est grassroots world affairs educational program of its kind. The 

Great Decisions Discussion Program is designed to encourage 

unbiased debate and discussion of the important global issues of 

our time. Discussions are lead by experts on each subject. 

 
April 3 
Brazil 
 
April 10 
Human Rights/Terrorism 
 
April 17 
China and India  
 
May 1 
Turkey 

Fees are payable to the 

Westfield Adult School. For more information or to register, call 

(908) 233-1035  

Series including workbook .............$55 

Individual discussion 
w/out workbook ..............................$15 

This program is sponsored by the Westfield Memorial Library in  

conjunction with the League of Women Voters and the Westfield Adult 

School.  

March 6 
Global Health Pandemics 
 

March 13 
Energy Resources 
 

March 20 
UN Reform 
 
March 27 
U.S. and Iran 

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FFFFFAAAAAMILMILMILMILMILY LY LY LY LY LAAAAAWWWWW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· · · · · DWDWDWDWDWI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal Defense
· · · · · BusineBusineBusineBusineBusinessssss Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes s s s s · · · · · CommerCommerCommerCommerCommercial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigaaaaationtiontiontiontion
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rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

CLASSES FOR BABIES, CHILDREN & TEENAGERS
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SPECIAL CLASSES FOR SENIORS

HATHA, ASHTANGA, KUNDALINI, RAJA, MEDITATION

Monday February 27, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm
Thursday March 2, from 3:00 to 7:00 pm
Saturday March 4, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Monday March 6 from 3:00 to 7:00 pm

Call for a brochure or visit www.nicolesyogacenter.com

NICOLE’S YOGA CENTER, LLC
94 NORTH AVE. GARWOOD  •  (908) 789-6426

Nicole has taught more than 22,000 Yoga classes in NJ since 1980

OPEN HOUSE DAYS:

NEW PROGRAM
STARTS MARCH 6

YOGA

24 CLASSES

PER WEEK

SINCE 1988

FREE
Introductory

Class

Saturday, February 25 @ 12:30 pm
Wednesday, March 1 @ 8:30 pm

or by appointment

Garwood Knights Plan
Mass and Breakfast

GARWOOD – Monsignor John
M. Walsh Council No. 5437,
Garwood Knights of Columbus will
hold its annual Communion Mass
and Breakfast on Sunday, March 5.

The 8 a.m. mass will be celebrated
at the Roman Catholic Church of St.
Anne, located at 325 Second Avenue
in Garwood. St. Anne’s pastor, the
Reverend Richard Villanova, will be
the guest speaker.

The breakfast will immediately
follow at the Knights of Columbus
Hall at 37 South Avenue in Garwood
(opposite PathMark).

Tickets are $8 and may be pur-
chased after 4 p.m. on weekdays at
the Knights of Columbus Hall. Park-
ing is available behind the hall off of
Willow Avenue.

For information, please call the
Knights of Columbus at (908) 789-
9809 after 4 p.m. Tickets are limited
and will not be sold at the door.

Westfield Homebound
Offered Book Delivery
WESTFIELD – The Friends of the

Westfield Memorial Library has an-
nounced its Books On Wheels pro-
gram for homebound Westfield resi-
dents. Books and videos can be deliv-
ered every other Friday all year long.
Members of the Friends group de-
liver and pick up the materials.

To qualify for the program, a
Westfield resident must be recuperat-
ing at home from an illness, or the
resident may be homebound.

Clients work with a librarian to
select material to suit their needs.
Volunteers  deliver the materials re-
quested. For delivery, please call Letty
Hudak, chairwoman for the  program,
at (908) 233-6233.

AT T O R N E Y A T LA W

Thomas C. Jardim, Esq.

Specializing in:

EMPLOYMENT DISPUTES &

SEVERANCE AGREEMENTS

REAL ESTATE & LAND USE

ESTATE PLANNING & ELDER LAW

Ramsey  Berman, P.C.

222 RIDGEDALE AVENUE, MORRISTOWN, NJ 07962

973.267.9600     FAX: 973.984.1632
tjardim@hrb-nj.com         www.hrb-nj.com

Dr. Jennifer Mieres

Youth Choir to Perform
With Filochowskis

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, Feb-
ruary 26, at 4 p.m., members of the
St. Helen’s Youth Choir along with
Patti Gardner, Bill Baton, Pierce
Joyce and Rich Civile will perform
with violinists Ania, Piotr and Maciej
Filochowski from Poland at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.

The Filochowski family has been
living in Cranford in the St. Helen’s
Adopt-A-Family House that was pro-
vided for them so the three young
siblings could accept scholarships
they were awarded to attend the
Juilliard School of Music.

St. Helen’s Church is located at
1600 Rahway Avenue. There will be
no tickets sold, but free will dona-
tions will be accepted at the door.
For more information, please call
(908) 233-8444, extension no. 13.

Fresh Air Fund Seeks
Area Host Families

WESTFIELD – The Fresh Air
Fund’s Westfield area volunteer lead-
ers are seeking committee members
and host families for New York City
children for the upcoming summer.

Children, age six to 18, spend two-
week vacations with volunteer host
families. For more information,
please call Laurie Landau at (973)
467-9054. Information on the pro-
gram also is available online at
www.freshair.org.

goleader.com/subscribe
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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Raider Swim Girls Win

NJ Section 2, Public B Title
Sports Section

 Pages 9-14

LESSNER SINKS 12; GERCKENS SCORES 10, GRABS 9

No. 3 St. Patrick’s Outscores
Blue Devil Hoop Boys, 87-52

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Facing the No. 3 ranked team in
New Jersey that featured players with
such exotic names as Yannick
Formbornono, Yves Mbala and Rubin
Guillandeax, the boys from Westfield
High School played as hard as they
could in an 87-52 loss to powerful top-

seeded St. Patrick’s in the quarterfinals
of the Union County Tournament at
Cranford on February 17.

The 21-4 Celtics, who have several
players in the lineup eying opportuni-
ties to play for major colleges, spread
the offensive wealth among seven
players who scored eight or more
points. Of those seven players, Jeff
Robinson netted 16 points in the first
three quarters before resting in the
fourth. Corey Fisher put up 12 points,
Formbornono, who owned the boards
in rebounds, sank 11 points, Altarik
Wagner banged in 10 points, includ-
ing two 3-pointers, and Mbala had
nine points.

Freshman Mike Lessner led the
12-8 Blue Devils with 12 points, in-
cluding two 3-pointers. Senior Josh
Gerckens hit for 10 points and had
nine rebounds and Mike Venezia sank
nine. Senior Terron Rogers, who fin-
ished with eight points, nailed two 3-
pointers and Dan Pritsker sank a 3-
pointer and two free throws. Santo

Nardi entered the game in the fourth
quarter, showed two nice moves to-
ward the basket and scored five points.
Peter Antonelli hit for two in the
fourth quarter and point guard Tom
Bonard added a free throw.

“He has really come along and has
gotten stronger and stronger,” Bonard
said of Lessner’s performance. “He’s
been hitting threes, doing things inside,
outside. He’s been a big help for us.”

Although the Celtics had several
boys in their lineup who performed a
variety of circus act, behind the head,
slam dunks, the Blue Devils had a
few moves of their own. Probably
one of the finest came from Rogers,
who stole a ball as it was going out of
bounds but had the presence of mind
to flick the ball to Lessner who con-
verted for two points. With assists
from Bonard, Gerckens and Venezia
got under the net to roll in some lay-
ups and, of course, Nardi did some
fancy footwork to get under the board

WF’s Perrella Places
2nd in MOC, 3200M
Westfield High School senior

Jeff Perrella finished second in the
3,200 meters with a time of 9:22.25
behind Craig Forys of Colts Neck
who crossed in 9:15.11 at the In-
door Meet of Champions at Jadwin
Gym in Princeton on February 19.

Forys, who was trailing Perrella,
overtook him in the final 800
meters. Garrett Ellis of Union
Catholic finished sixth in the 200-
meter dash with a time of 23.62.

REYES WINS 50-FREE, SWIMS ON 2 WINNING RELAYS

Blue Devil Swim Girls Splash
Red Devils in NJSIAA Semis

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After capturing its 14th consecu-
tive Union County championship in a
dramatic 206-199 victory over rival
Scotch Plains-Fanwood on February
11, the Westfield High School girls
swimming team glided smoothly past
Ridge, 109-61, in the NJSIAA North
Jersey, Section 2, Public A semifinals
in Westfield on February 17. Team
depth proved to be the formula to
earn the Blue Devils seven first-place
finishes, seven second and eight, third-
place finishes.

“We came out here not really know-
ing a lot about Ridge therefore every-
one was kind of apprehensive. We
knew a lot about their first-place times.
They have some really solid swim-

mers, so I think that we stepped up
where we needed to step up and, in
general, it was a good meet,” said
Blue Devil Head Coach Jamie
Ruszala. “Some of the freshmen got a
chance to swim, something which I
did not anticipate happening. We had
some best times. Irene Goodman had
two best times (500 free – 400-free
relay). We’re looking at Bridgewater
next which should be a really intense
meet judging by the closeness of the
last meet. They’re really going to be

ready for us but we’ll be more than
ready for them too.”

Liz Hawkins, Katie Morgan, Brit-
tany Reyes and Julie Cederroth com-
bined to take top honors in the open-
ing event, the 200-yard medley relay
with a time of 1:57.61. The team of
Annie O’Neill, Catherine Maguire,
Abby Ryan and Lauren Sullivan
touched second in 2:05.32.

Blue Devil Darrell Ann Smith eas-
ily swam to first place in the 200 free
(2:09.80). In the 200-Individual Med-
ley (IM), Morgan touched second
(2:22.45) and Stephanie Albright fol-
lowed third (2:27.97). Reyes added
her second victory of the day, finish-
ing the 50-freestyle in 26.27.
Cederroth touched second (27.18) and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

LAW GETS 12 PTS, 10 RBS; ZAZ 13 PTS, BENO 11 RBS

Lady Raiders Regroup, Stop
Lion Cagers, 42-37, in UCT

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rattled by a menacing Roselle
Catholic defensive effort, the sec-
ond-seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls basketball team
found itself in a 14-5 hole after the
first quarter but regained its com-
posure to grab a 42-37 victory in the
quarterfinals of the Union County
Tournament at Rahway on Febru-
ary 16.

The 17-6 Raiders clicked on all
cylinders, primarily in the middle
quarters. By game’s end, senior
Lauren Benovengo (3 points) pulled
down 11 rebounds and freshman
Jackie Law grabbed 10 rebounds and
put in 12 points. Junior guard Allie
Zazzali, who led the team with 13
points and six assists, bucketed seven
points to ignite an 11-5 third quarter
run that put the Raiders in the driver’s
seat 28-23.

“It was a lackluster first half. No
intensity in the first half! They slowed
down the pace. They took us out of
our game. We hung in there though.
We got down by nine. We didn’t
panic,” said Raider Head Coach Bruce
Davis. “We got back in the game.
Down by one at halftime was defi-
nitely to our credit. We played a little

bit harder in the third quarter. That
gave us some confidence. We held
them down defensively. Getting their
big girl (Letitia Torres) in foul trouble
really helped. We played well enough
to win.”

With an inability to penetrate the
Lady Lions’ menacing defense that
also prevented any opportunities for
clear outside shots, the Raiders were
noticeably rattled in the first quarter

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
First Place Results – Page 13

Blue Devil Girls Seize
Section Swim Title

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A MIGHTY BIG OBSTACLE TO OVERCOME…Blue Devil Terron Rogers, No. 31, finds out that Celtic Rubin
Guillandeaux, No. 34, can be a mighty big obstacle to overcome when he attempts to shoot a jump shot.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
QUITE AN EXPRESSION…Raider Allie Zazzali, No. 33, raises her eyebrows
when a ball is batted away by Lioness Kerri Hickey, No. 31.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING OUT FAST AND STRONG…Capturing seven first-place finishes, seven second and eight third place finishes, the
Blue Devil girls swimming team beat Basking Ridge, 109-61, in the NJSIAA semifinals.

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015

email: hye-young@att.net
Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office 2005
11 Years

Hye-Young Choi

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Magnificent custom 5 BR, 4 full, 3 half BTH Tudor built by Stone Creek Realty LLC on prestigious Highland Ave.. The
finest architectural detail and craftsmanship. 3 stop elevator, motorized chand. Lift/foyer, coffered ceilings, oak HWFLS
throughout, archways, 5 FRPLCS, old world oak paneling,  fabulous finished walkout bsmnt with exercise rm, great rm,
English pub, epicurean EIK w/Viking appl., temperature controlled wine celler 4 zn HT/AC.  $3,200,000
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ANTON, BARON WIN 1 INDIVIDUAL, 1 RELAY EACH

Blue Devil Swim Boys Whip
Mo’town, 114-56, in Semis

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Shaving and tapering translated to
improved individual performances as
the Westfield High School boys swim-
ming team prepared for its big North
Jersey, Public A finals showdown with
Bridgewater-Raritan on February 20
with a 114-56 whipping of
Morristown in Westfield on February
16. The Blue Devils won eight of the

11 events but, most importantly, sev-
eral of the boys who placed in the top
three recorded personal best perfor-
mances.

“We are swimming exactly how we
want to be swimming now. Fast! Ev-
erybody is getting better, better and
better. Everybody is shaved and our
second shaves are usually faster swims
than our first shaves,” said Blue Devil
coach Bruce Johnson.

Led by Phil Anton with a personal-
best time of 2:10.98, the Blue Devils
swept the 200-IM with Dan McGrory
and Max Blum touching 2-3, respec-
tively.

“Almost every time we had was a
best time. The IM, all three guys, Phil
did a best time, Dan dropped nine
seconds and Max dropped five sec-
onds,” said Coach Johnson. “That’s
the kind of stuff we are looking for.
So guys who were in the 2:20, 2:25
range, now are in the 2:13 range.
Guys, who were in the 2:13 range,
need to get down to the 2:07 range.
Then we can be competitive with
Bridgewater.”

Luke Baron touched first in the 100-
backstroke with a time of 57.13 and
Kyle Murray took third. Baron, Anton,
Matt Blutfield and Colin Sullivan com-
bined to place first in the 200-medley
relay with a time of 1:46.58. Murray,
Tom Fringer, Evan Vanarelli and Bran-
don Cuba finished third.

Cuba took top honors in a Blue
Devil sweep of the 50-freestyle with
a time of 23.46. Baron and Murray
finished 2-3 with respective times of
23.61 and 24.25. Pat Daurio won the
200-freestyle with a personal-best
1:52.91 and placed second in the 500-
freestyle with a personal-best 5:06.37.
Matt Morgan touched second in the
200-free at 1:53.31 and Blum touched
third in the 500-free at 5:49.15.

Morgan, however, finished first in
the 100-breaststroke with a time of
1:10.22 and Matt Gelmetti was third
at 1:12.3. Rob Whitehead, Gelmetti,
McGrory and Justin Lo won the 200-
free relay with a time of 1:42.74.
Chris Joyce, James Kazazis, Blutfield
and Mike Rediker finished third in
the event. Matt Green won the 100-
freestyle with a time of 51.21 and
Matt Haddad finished third.

Blutfield at 59.39 – first time this
year under a minute – and Sullivan at
1:01.46 placed 2-3 in the 100-butter-
fly. Rediker, Haddad, Mike Kane and
Ben Holt touched second in the 400-
free relay with a time of 3:56.67.

In some of the events, a few Blue
Devils, who were ahead in the swim-
ming portion, lost valuable ground in
the turns, which cost them a higher
placement.

“Our guys, for some reason, have a
tendency to get too close to the wall.
In a lot of cases, it’s a high school
only kid who swims only three months
a year and the kid who is making the
good turns swims 12 months a year,”
explained Johnson.

Looking ahead to the showdown
with Bridgewater-Raritan, Johnson
said, “This may be the best team that

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Blue Devil Matt Gelmetti in the 100-breaststroke

Forget the Super Bowl,
Who’d Win Brie Bowl?

When I was growing up, college
football had a limited number of bowl
games (and none of them had stupid
advertising names in front of them):
There was the Rose, Cotton, Sugar,
and Orange. Then along came the Gator
and Peach and now instead of eight
teams playing on one day, there’s about
40 playing from early December until
a week into January.

Then one day, some yokel working
for the National Football League came
up with the idiotic idea of naming the
NFL Championship Game the “Su-
per” Bowl. Pro football was just about
catching up to college football in popu-
larity at the time. Anyhow, I’m not sure
if that guy was fired the next day but,
amazingly, the dumb idea ended up
becoming one of the great ideas of all-
time. The word Super Bowl and Ro-
man numerals have gone hand in hand
for XL years now.

One night at work, during my days
at the Asbury Park Press, a game was
called in between Rumson-Fair Haven
and Holmdel high schools. I jokingly
called it “The Brie Bowl” in honor of
all the upper crust, silver spoon-fed,
bon vivant types who live in those
towns (and yes, I admit, my family did
live in Fair Haven before moving to
Westfield!).

That recently got me to thinking,
what would be the big Brie Bowl
matchups of the best athletic/affluent
schools in each of the counties of New
Jersey? Here’s the Den’s View of the
opening round matchups:

Note: Atlantic, Cape May,
Cumberland, Gloucester, Hudson, Sa-
lem and Warren (what the hell is brie?)
counties have no known eligible towns.

Bergen: Ridgewood over Paramus.
Burlington: Moorestown over

Shawnee.
Camden: Haddonfield over Cherry

Hill East.
Essex: Glen Ridge over Millburn.
Hunterdon: Delaware Valley over

South Hunterdon.
Middlesex: South River vs.

Dunellen. Just kidding. East Brunswick
over Metuchen.

Monmouth: Rumson-Fair Haven
over Holmdel.

Morris: Mendham over Chatham.
Ocean: Southern over Lacey.
Mercer: Princeton over Hopewell

Valley.
Passaic: West Milford over Wayne

Hills/Valley.
Somerset: Ridge over Bernards.
Sussex: Vernon over High Point.
Union: Westfield over Summit.
We’ll give Bergen and Union byes

in the next round, and the matchups
continue alphabetically from here:

Moorestown over Haddonfield,
meets Ridgewood in next round.

Glen Ridge over Delaware Valley.
Rumson-Fair Haven over East

Brunswick.
Mendham over Southern.
Princeton over West Milford.
Ridge over Vernon, meets Westfield

in next round.
As you can see, we are now getting

into some SERIOUS brie as we open
the Elite Eight.

Moorestown wins a wild battle over
Ridgewood, with the Quakers’ superi-
ority in girls’ sports the difference.

Rumson-Fair Haven crushes Glen
Ridge, with Bruce Springsteen
outcheering Tom Cruise in the stands.

Princeton over Mendham in the
battle of Route 206.

Westfield over Ridge, no contest as
blue-colored Blue Devils eliminate
green-and-white Red Devils.

You wanna talk about ascot-wear-
ing, cake-eating, brie-consuming, elit-
ist public schoolers, how’s this final
four: Moorestown, Rumson-Fair Ha-
ven, Princeton and Westfield?

In the semifinals, Moorestown easily
takes out Rumson-Fair Haven, while
Westfield struggles past the Little Tigers
of Princeton. Results of Brie Bowl I will
be printed in next week’s Devil’s Den.

DEN FACTOID
Jackie Reddy, a 2002 graduate of

Notre Dame High School in Lawrence
Township, scored 1,113 career points
for the Fighting Irish. She’s one of 14
1,000-point scorers at the Mercer
County school.

That she played basketball shouldn’t
come as a surprise. Her father, Steve,
was a two-year starter, including WHS’s
1972 state Group 4 championship team.
And her uncles, Tom and Mark, both
also were two-year starters for WHS
teams in the mid- to late-1960s.

But where’d Jackie’s 1,113 points
come from? Her two uncles and father
combined to score 949 points! Mark
led with 403, followed by Steve (301)
and Tom (245). Mostly the Reddy
brothers were point guards, whose job
was to get the ball to guys like Bob
Felter, Tom Scott and Tim Goski.

AN 0-FOR-9 DROUGHT
The WHS girls swim team has been

one of the strongest in the state, since
Merilyn Diamond and boys coach
Chuck Gantner started the program
back in 1977. There have been 296
wins (through last Friday) and just 58
losses, along with 24 Union County
titles, 14 sectional championships and
nine state crowns.

The last state title for the girls swim
team was in 1999, when WHS de-
feated Rumson-Fair Haven 88-82 in
the Public B Division final. (A small
Group 4 school since the early 1960s,
WHS was down in Group 3 for that one
school year.)

Amazingly, the WHS girls have been
in nine Public A finals in the last 16
years, and have won none of them.
Here’s the year-by-year Public A final

breakdown:
1990 (coach Peggy Wright): lost to

Camden Catholic 81-75, ending
WHS’s 74-meet win streak, still the
second longest in state history for girls
teams, behind Immaculate Heart Acad-
emy.

1995 (Bev Torok): lost to West
Windsor-Plainsboro 109-61.

1996 (Bev Torok): lost to Vineland
113-57.

1998 (Bev Torok): lost to Cherry
Hill East 87½-82½.

2000 (Bev Torok): lost to Cherry
Hill East 86-84.

2001 (Martha Heinzelman): lost to
Vineland 113-57.

2002 (Martha Heinzelman): lost to
Vineland 120-50.

2003 (Martha Bailey): lost to
Vineland 106½-63½.

2005 (Jaime Ruszala): lost to
Vineland 105-65.

Vineland, which had won the last
five state Public A titles, was looking
to make a winner of John Casadia in
his final year as the only coach the
program has ever known. But the Fight-
ing Clan was upset last week by Cherry
Hill West 87-83 in the semifinals of the
South Jersey Public A tournament.
West is obviously loaded, but its times
aren’t out of reach of most of the WHS
girls. After WHS beat Bridgewater last
Monday and Cherry Hill West knocked
off cross-township rival Cherry Hill
East, they would be the favorites to
win in tonight’s semifinals and meet in
Sunday’s state Public A final. First the
Devil girls have to get past a solid
Lawrence team that topped West
Windsor-Plainsboro South in the Cen-
tral Jersey A final.

IT’S A GOOD START
The WHS wrestling team concluded

its dual-meet season with a 12-5 record,
losing its final three matches to
Rahway, Somerville and Edison. The
last two losses were decided in the
final bout, and the one to Edison was in
the opening round of the North Section
2 Group 4 tournament at Phillipsburg’s
fabled Pit.

The only bad part of the season,
from the Den’s View, was the loss to
Scotch Plains-Fanwood. But coming
off a winless 2004-05 season, when
there were more forfeits than bouts
wrestled, it’d be silly to quibble after
the huge turnaround.

Now if coach Glen Kurz could only
get tough kids like Will Harbaugh,
Ryan Yarusi, Sean Ferro, Matt Ince
and John Dugan to wrestle. And there’s
probably many other guys out there
who could help return WHS to state
prominence.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the scho-
lastic sports season. Contact us with
comments, suggestions or trivia ques-
tions at bj1019@aol.com. Go Devils!CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

GARWOOD $645,000 FANWOOD $719,000

MOUNTAINSIDE $1,195,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $1,198,000

WESTFIELD $1,098,000

MOUNTAINSIDE CALL FOR PRICE

Investment opportunity!  This updated fourplex in excellent condi-
tion sits on a large lot.  All utilities are separate and each unit has sits
own parking space.  Many extras, must see!

New – enjoy entertaining?  Then you’ll love the elegant Dining Room,
relaxed Family Room and gourmet Kitchen of this 2-year old home.
Master suite and spa bath, vaulted ceilings, hardwood, 2 paver pa-
tios, porch and courtyard area.

Elegant and spacious Ranch, complete with designer Kitchen and
baths, large rooms, top of the line fixtures/amenities!  An entertainer’s
delight with breathtaking views.  Custom detailing throughout this home.

Builder’s dream!  Two adjacent properties sold together.  Value is in
the land.  The rear of both, 75’ x 140’ lots, abuts a Bird Sanctuary.
Quiet setting, close to town, schools and NYC transportation.

The wait is over!  Familiar Primavera classic makes its debut.  The
very first preview of their signature collection at Mountainside.
Breathtaking view overlooks this stunning, brand new cul-de-sac.  Dirs:
Mountain or East Broad Street to Woodland.

Vintage Victorian!  Wonderful updated home with a wrap-around
porch, open floor plan, gourmet Kitchen, Family Room, wine cellar,
5 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths and close to town and train.
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Lady Raiders Regroup, Stop
Lion Cagers, 42-37, in UCT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

BAYARD SINKS 22 PTS., YOUNG NETS 15, DOUGHER 13

Rahway Trips Raider Boys
In UCT Basketball, 70-66
By FRED LECOMTE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Earl Clark dropped in four of his
game-high 27 points in overtime to
lead the fourth-seeded Rahway High
School boys basketball team past fifth-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 70-
66, in the quarterfinals of the Union
County Tournament at Cranford on
February 17.

Junior guard Greg Bayard led the
Raiders with 22 points (13 in the first
quarter), including four 3-pointers,
and added three assists. Forward Sean
Young scored 15 points, grabbed five
rebounds and had four assists. Guard
Brian Dougher dropped in 13-points,
including three-3 pointers, added four
assists and took down two rebounds.
Guards Darnell Dortch and Rob Lewis
each netted four points and pulled in
11 rebounds.

The 14-10 Raiders rocked the 19-5
Indians back to their teepees in the
first five minutes of the game trig-
gered by Bayard’s three 3-pointers.
By the end of the quarter, the Raiders
held a 20-16 lead. Bayard netted 13
points, Dougher added five points
and Young two.

“Rahway has a Division 1 player
that’s pretty much unstoppable no
matter what you do. We tried double

teaming him but they made clutch
shots and we were not able to pull it
out at the end,” said Bayard who
added, “We like to shoot the three-
ball and usually hit them pretty well.
That gets us an early lead and every-
one else just comes right in and does
a great job, so we have some pretty
good chemistry with that.”

In the second quarter, Young pow-
ered in a lay-up, Dortch followed
with a rebound and dropped in a 2-
pointer. The Indians, however, struck
hard with Clark’s drives to the basket
and short jumpers, scoring eight
points. Steven Keker’s 3-pointer gave
the Indians a 29-28 lead at halftime.

The Indians continued to hold the
upper hand outscoring the Raiders
17-11 in the third quarter, highlighted
by Clark’s 3-pointer. Dougher sank
two 3-pointers, Young netted three
points and Lewis added two off a
steal. By the end of the quarter, the
Indian lead mushroomed to 46-39.

The Raiders battled back and
outscored the Indians, 21-14, in the
fourth quarter to force overtime.
Young converted two steals into lay-
ups and Bayard torched the net with
eight points that included a steal and
a bomb from downtown with 32 sec-
onds left to give the Raiders a 58-57

lead. The Indians struck back when
Jerelle Louis buried a 3-pointer. With
just six ticks left in regulation, Young
powered his way to the hoop for a lay-
up but the ball spun around and off
the back of the rim when he was
fouled. Young hit both free throws as
time expired.

In overtime, Rahway carried suffi-
cient weaponry with a five-point run.
Clark nailed a 3-pointer and that ap-
peared to snuff the life out of the
Raiders.

“They’re a great team with a lot of
great players and Jerelle hit the big
shot for them at the end. We left it all
on the floor but that is just not enough
sometimes,” said Dougher. “We used
a lot of great plays that sets us up to
get the open shot where Greg and I
were able to hit them as did Sean.
However, shots were not falling for
us in the second and the third period.
They started to fall again in the fourth
when Sean also hit the open shots.”

“I became a bit more aggressive in
the second half. Earl Clark is a very
good player,” said Young. “He was
guarding me tight in the second half,
so I had to stay aggressive and tried to
stay positive and work hard.”
Sc. Pl.-Fnwd 20   8 11 21   6 66
Rahway 16 13 17 14 10 70

and made some bad passing deci-
sions. Lioness Kerri Hickey scored
six of her 10 points in that quarter and
Torres put up four of her nine points
in the 14-5 run.

Loni Kaye (2 points) got the Raid-
ers off on the right foot in the second
quarter, with a beautiful pass inside to
Law who rolled in a lay-up. Zazzali
followed with three straight assists
and a driving lay-up and Molly Meehan
(6 points, 2 steals) added a lay-up as
the Raiders won the quarter 12-4 to
trail only by one point at the half.

“She was real big coming in when
Loni got in foul trouble,” Davis said
of Meehan.

The Lions were still reeling in the
third quarter and the Raiders took ad-
vantage. Zazzali nailed a 3-pointer with
three seconds remaining in the quarter
to put her team up by five but the Lions
fought back, closed the gap to 36-33
and had possession with 1:53 remain-
ing. Zazzali regained possession, drew
a foul and hit both free throws. Sheehy

answered with a 2-pointer but Raider
Lauren Mains (6 points), who reen-
tered the game after sustaining an im-
pressive facial abrasion, was fouled
and nailed both free throws. Sheehy
added a lay-up but, with time dropping
to single digits, Law went to the line
and hit two free throws.

“We knew it was going to be good
competition. They gave us a game,”
said Benovengo. “Our intensity was
definitely not the same at the begin-
ning of the game as we usually play.
I don’t know what it might have been.
But once we kicked it up we were on.
Everything was clicking. Thank God
it clicked when it did!”

“We let them back into the game by
making a couple of mental mistakes,
taking shots we probably shouldn’t
have taken, forced a few things and
had a couple of turnovers. But we
made some foul shots when we
needed,” said Davis. “I think we were
very lucky to win today.”
Roselle Cath 14   4   5 14 37
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   5 12 11 14 42

N. Hunterdon Stops
Raider Matmen, 42-24
Nick Giannaci and Pat Mineo, who

each added Union County titles to
their list of credentials, won big but
the 14-9 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team fell short, 42-
24, to 8-6 North Hunterdon in the first
round of the North Jersey, Group 3,
Section 2 tournament at Glen Gardner
on February 14. Giannaci won an 11-
1, majority decision over Russ Korbul
at 189-lbs and Mineo pinned Brady
Argyle in 2:40 at 140-lbs.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
171: — Dan Shust (N) d Mike O’Neil, 10-4
189: — Giannaci (S) md Korbul, 11-1
215: — Keith Baker (S) p Colin Kurzi, 1:49
Hwt: — Sean Plaisted (N) p Joe Foote, 5:41
103: — Tony Fusco (N) p Gary
Schardien, 4:32
112: — Jamie Mandaglio (N) d Mike
Ferrara, 7-2
119: — Brian Levondowski (N) p Sal
Gano, 0:48
125: — Chris Kane (N) d Trevor Can-
non, 9-8
130: — Andrew Boyle (N) d Ricky
Olsson, 4-1
135: — Kevin Catullo (N) p Rob Desiato, 3:29
140: — Mineo (S) p Argyle, 2:40
145: — Chris Huschke (N) p Joe Sette, 2:36
152: — Dave DeNichilo (S) p Ted Delia, 3:23
160: — Joe Bachi (S) d Joe Shust, 9-6

Edison Matmen Top
Blue Devils, 41-30

The Westfield High School wres-
tling team dropped a 41-30 decision
to Edison in the first round of the
North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 tour-
nament at “The Pit” in Phillipsburg
on February 14. The 12-4 Blue Devils
received pins from Steve Cruikshank
(215-lbs) and Colin MacKay (125-
lbs), a technical fall from Andrew
Shaffer (145-lbs), a majority deci-
sion from Colin Willard (171-lbs)
and a decision from Andy Castrorao
(152-lbs).

BOUT SEQUENCE:
171: — Willard (W) md James Sayben, 18-10
189: — Mark Best (E) p Andrew Wenta, 0:15
215: — Cruikshank (W) p Jeremy
Klempner, 2:39
Hwt: — Dan Walker (E) md Zach Bullek,
16-8
103: — Mike Franco-Bandiero (E) tf Nick
DeFreitas, 19-3, 5:15
112: — Tom Colon (E) tf John Barnes,
21-6, 4:30
119: — Jeff Peterson (E) p Sam
Reichbach, 3:21
125: — MacKay (W) p Burang Joot, 1:27
130: — Gary Thompson (E) d Matt
Kamel, 13-6
135: — J.C. Franco-Bandiero (E) p Matt
Shaffer, 1:22
140: — Brandon Swift (E) p John Falzon,
3:31
145: — Swhaffer (W) tf George Avila, 19-
4, 4:21
152: — Castrorao (W) d Kevin Lenti, 10-4
160: — Matt Kouyoundian (E) p Mark
Boyd, 0:49

Group Sectional
Wrestling Tourney:

More Wrestling – Page 12

Raider Cagers Level
Highlanders, 73-38

Sean Young, who grabbed 12 re-
bounds, scored 14 of his game-high
18 points in the first half to lead the
14-9 Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team over the
Highlanders of Governor Livingston,
73-38, in the first round of the Union
County Tournament in Linden on
February 14.

Greg Bayard put in 17 points,
Darnell Dortch sank 10 and Brian
Dougher netted nine for the Raiders.
Tom Amalfe scored 11 points for the
11-10 Highlanders.
Gov. Liv.   8 13 12   5 38
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 16 25 15 17 73

Blue Devil Boys Buzz
Minutemen, 57-55

Senior Josh Gerckens rolled in a
lay-up at the buzzer to lead the eighth-
seeded Westfield High School boys
basketball team to a 57-55 victory
over ninth-seeded Elizabeth in the
first round of the Union County Tour-
nament in Cranford on February 14.
Gerckens scored eight of his game-
high 18 points in the fourth quarter
and finished with 10 rebounds.

Mike Venezia scored 17 points and
Tom Bonard had nine assists and five
points for the 12-7 Blue Devils. Dan
Pritsker and Terron Rogers each net-
ted eight points.
Elizabeth 10 16 10 19 55
Westfield 13 14 12 18 57

WESTFIELD

SCOTCH PLAINS
Great house on a dead-end street.  This home features three bedrooms, one and ½ baths, living room with bow
window.  Den and family room, hardwood floors, central air, new Timberline 30 year roof.  Grill with gas hook-up on
deck.  Convenient to New York City transportation.  DIR: Rt. 22 West to Watchung Terr. #185  (052000880)

Custom Center Hall Colonial.  Four bedrooms,
formal living and dining rooms, family room with
fireplace, designer kitchen with granite
countertops, hardwood floors throughout, master
bath with whirlpool tub, full basement, walk-up
attic, 2 ½ - 3 baths and Hardi-Plank ™ exterior
with masonry accents.  Call Ralph for more
information at: 908-591-6283.  (0520000589)

MOUNTAINSIDE
A beautiful updated nine-room Center Hall Colonial located in a park-like setting.  This custom home features spacious
living room with fireplace, formal dining room with built-ins & custom crown moldings.  The eat-in kitchen features
custom Rutt cabinets, Jenn-aire, granite countertop, pantry & a bay window overlooking a beautifully landscaped yard
& large patio.  New family room with cathedral ceiling & many new features too numerous to mention.  DIR: Rt. 22 to
New Providence Rd. lt on Partridge Run #291 (052000550)

Open House: Sun. 2/26  12-4PMOpen House: Sun. 2/26  12-4PM

New Construction

$829,000

$369,000 $839,900

Expanded brick front Ranch with Colonial layout, has quality and architectural charm throughout.  2 story entry foyer
opens to entertainment size living room with wood-burning fireplace flanked by built-ins.  Step down to the formal
dining room graced by bow window and an eat-in kitchen with separate dining area.  Light fills the family room
through 2 walls of casement windows.  First floor bedroom off separate hallway has full bath.  Second floor features
expansive bedroom with a huge office/nursery, additional bedroom and bath.  Walk out from the enormous finished
basement to 2 slate patios and fenced yard.  A very special house awaits you.  (052000822)

GraciousMOUNTAINSIDE $775,000

Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHOWING HER BATTLE SCARS…Raider Lauren Mains seems not to be
affected by the “shiner” that she received during the game with Roselle Catholic.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTING UP A PLAY…Guard Brian Dougher looks to work his way past a defender. Dougher scorched the Indian net
with 13-points. Rahway however won, 70-66, in overtime in the Union County quarters.
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No. 4 St. Patrick’s Outscores
Blue Devil Hoop Boys, 87-52

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

for two lay-ups.
“We wanted to stop their inside

game, limit their inside presence and
force them to take jump shots,” said
Gerckens. “Sometimes we did but they
seemed to make all their jump shots.
That really hurt us in the game. I tried
to box out as best as I could. They were
all very big and it was hard.”

“Coach said that nobody expected
us to win, so we had nothing to lose if
we just came out and played our hard-
est,” said Venezia. “They got their
rebounds, they got their points be-
cause they were more athletic than
us. Their defensive pressure was un-
believable, so we tried to get what we
could. We made some mistakes but,
overall, we played hard.”

Robinson dropped in six points en

route to a 22-10 Celtic lead in the first
quarter. Lessner hit his first 3-pointer,
Gerckens hit a lay-up and a free throw
and Venezia and Rogers each bucketed
two free throws. Fisher sank eight points
as the Celtics outscored the Blue Dev-
ils, 27-12, in the second quarter to carry
a 49-22 lead into the locker room.
Rogers and Pritsker each hit a three and
Venezia sank three free throws.

The Celtics won the third quarter,
26-11, to take a 75-33 lead but after
Mbala decided to swing on the basket
after a slam dunk, the refs called a
technical foul. Pritsker went to the
line and sank both shots. Rogers hit
his second 3-pointer in that quarter.

“I’m usually the smallest guy on
the court anyway. Even so, these guys
were just monsters. I usually try to
drive to the basket and dish out a little
bit more but they took that away from
me,” commented Bonard. “They put
unbelievable pressure on us. These
kids are some of the best. You can tell
by some of the colleges they are go-
ing to.”
Westfield 10 12 11 19 52
St. Patrick’s 22 27 26 12 87

LOSPINOSO’S PIN CLINCHES TITLE

Brearley Ousts Panthers
For Section Mat Crown

Blue Devils Nip Newton, 32-31,
Fall to Ridge Matmen, 45-35

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Brearley High School wres-
tling team won its first Central Jersey,
Group 1 title by ousting Roselle Park,
39-20, on February 16 in Kenilworth.
The 25-2 Bears clinched the title when
119-lb Joe Lospinoso pinned Brian
Skiff in 3:15 with one bout remaining.

Bear Joe Mraz got the match roll-
ing with a 4-3 decision over 130-lb
Jorge Branco after recording a
takedown with 21 ticks left.

“He took a poor shot, I kept my
head down and got behind him. I beat
him earlier but he upset me at the
counties because I was not focused so
in this third meeting, I knew how to
start out right and remained focused,”
said Mraz.”

The Panthers won the next three
bouts. Ross Suarez (135) topped Matt
Loffa, 7-2, Mike Montgomery (140)
won a 17-4 major decision over Elan
Traeger and Mark Mross (145) out-
pointed Tommy Mannix, 15-2.

Bear Anthony Evans (152) defeated
Vinny Bonassisa, 11-5, and Hany
ElSheikh (160) edged Burim Kadrijaj,
6-4. Mike Kurant (171) nudged Travis
Dilts, 3-2, to give the Panthers a 14-9
lead. Bear Connor Shannon (189)
defeated Jimmy Sinatra 10-7.

“Guys who got pinned the last time
we wrestled them, did not,” said Shan-

non. “I knew he couldn’t stop my snap-
down and I took him down with it.”

Jesse Boyden (215) stuck Mike
Lefano in 1:07 to give the Bears an
18-14 lead.

“I still have that bad taste in my
mouth the last time I wrestled him
because I didn’t pin him,” said
Boyden. “I looked for a quick half on
the way down. I found it and it ended
the way I planned.”

Heavyweight Eric DuBeau flat-
tened Panther Anthony Weiland in
5:49 and Danny Knapp (103) posted
a 7-6 decision over Anthony Zangari.
Lospinoso followed with his title-
clinching fall.

“I had a feeling it was going to be a
little bit more challenging since he
was looking not to get pinned like the
last time,” said Lospinoso. “I put in
my mind to turn him and that nothing
was going to stop me. This is awe-
some. Nothing like this has ever hap-
pened at Brearley.”

Bear Sean Kane (125) added top-
ping with a 3:38 pin over Tom Degnan.

“Mannix got off his back and he
saved us points. Evans went out
strong. We had some problems on
bottom but he gutted it out. They
bumped up their better wrestler (Mike
Kurant) against Dilts at 71 but he
wrestled great. He just kept on going
and lost a close 3-2 match. Shannon
wrestled a great match and came up
strong,” said Brearley Head Coach
Brian Luciani. “You can’t say enough
about DuBeau. Last time he was ankle
cut by Weiland and taken to his back.
This time he kept going and got the
takedown. On bottom, they took top
for a reason. They knew they had to
pin him. Early in the year they prob-
ably would have gotten him. This
time he battled great. For a big boy
who weights 278, he has great hips. It
was deafening in here when he stepped
over, sat in and pinned him. I was
awed for a moment. Lospinoso and
Kane, you can’t teach what they do.
You just watch, smile and say okay.”

The Westfield High School wres-
tling team had a mixed day after defeat-
ing Newton, 32-31, and falling to Ridge,
45-35, in a meet at Basking Ridge on
February 18. With the split, the Blue
Devils’ record shifted to 13-6.

Blue Devil Colin Willard (171-lbs)
recorded two falls by sticking
Newton’s Ralph Carratura in 1:03
and Ridge’s Zach Mertz in 52 sec-
onds. Matt Kamel (130-lbs) pinned
Newton’s Joe Daniele in 2:25 and
stopped Ridge’s Chris Peres in 3:57.
Andrew Shaffer (145-lbs) grabbed a
20-5, 5:43, technical fall over Ridge’s
Steve Bercik and won a 6-5 decision
over Newton’s Mike Malson. Colin
MacKay (125-lbs) pinned Alex Gacos
of Ridge in 1:12 and received a forfeit
against Newton.

WESTFIELD 32, NEWTON 31:
119: — Sam Reichback (W) p Sean
Smith, 1:01
125: — MacKay (W) won forfeit
130: — Kamel (W) p Daniele, 2:25
135: — Matt Shaffer (W) p Shawn
Beliveau, 2:54
140: — Austin Alpaugh (N) p John
Falzon, 2:31
145: — Shaffer (W) d Malson, 6-5

152: — Jeff Mason (N) md Andy
Castrorao, 12-2
160: — Mark Boyd (W) p David Ramos,
1:36
171: — Willard (W) p Carratura, 1:03
189: — Don DeGarmo (N) p Andrew
Wenta, 0:16
215: — Ben Kissane (N) p Steve
Cruikshank, 3:10
Hwt: — Matt Cafaro (N) d Zach Bullek, 3-0
103: — Kyle Molitoris (N) won forfeit
112: — John Barnes (W) d Kevin
Campana, 10-4

RIDGE 45, WESTFIELD 35:
130: — Kamel (W) p Peres, 3:57
135: — Bennett Radenovic (R) p M.
Shaffer, 1:04
140: — Ricardo Johnson (W) p Tom
Formisano, 1:05
145: — Shaffer (W) tf Bercik, 20-5, 5:43
152: — C.J. Lyons (R) p Castrorao, 1:53
160: — John Lorio (R) d Boyd, 6-2
171: — Willard (W) p Mertz, 0:52
189: — Kyle Franks (R) p Wenta, 0:21
215: — Cruikshank (W) p Nick Wilson,
2:25
Hwt: — Ryan Monghan (R) p Bullek,
1:56
103: — Ryan Metcalfe (R) won forfeit
112: — Clemment Bommier (R) p
Barnes, 3:51
119: — Evan Kahn (R) p Reichbach,
5:28
125: — MacKay (W) p Gacos, 1:12
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The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team defeated
Hightstown, 43-27, and Bound Brook,
50-16, then lost to Toms River North,
34-28, in Toms River on February 18.
Sal Gano (119-lbs) was the only
Raider to win all three of his bouts.

SPF 50, BOUND BROOK 16:
103: — Gary Schardien (S) p Henry
Shapiro, 4:24
112: — Mike Ferrara (S) won forfeit
119: — Sal Gano (S) md Gabe Gleason,
10-2
125: — Trevor Cannon (S) p Hayes
Cozza, 3:14
130: — Nick Murray (BB) p Ricky Olsson,
3:41
135: — Nestor Paffur (BB) d Rob Desiato,
12-7
140: — Damien Gibbs (S) p Ben
Benciavenga, :52
145: — Jesse Harrington (BB) md Pat
Mineo, 14-0
152: — Dave DeNichilo (S) md Chris
Konysz, 10-2
160: — Joe Bachi (S) md Jeiner Ramirez,
13-0
171: — Chris Jeskie (BB) d Mike O’Neil,
6-3
189: — Nick Giannaci (S) p Pablo Alpizar,
1:52
215: — Keith Baker (S) d Steve
Lawrence, 8-3

Hwt: — John Loomis (S) p Oleem
O’Garro, :52

SPF 43, HIGHTSTOWN 27:
119: — Gano (S) p Sean McEvenie, :33
125: — Ricardo Callamari (H) d Trevor
Cannon, 7-5
130: —Ricky  Olsson (S) d Tim
Trivisonno, 4-0
135: — Rob Desiato (S) p Brandon
Walsh, 3:00
140: — Mineo (S) p Brunetti, :46
145: — Erik Crawford (H) p Gibbs, 5:11
152: — Dan Indellicati (H) won forfeit
160: — Bachi (S) d Matt Fried, 7-6
171: — Dan Rather (H) p O’Neil, :55
189: — Nick Giannaci (S) p Ken
Amponsa, 3:52
215: — Rick Vetick (H) p Baker, :41
Hwt: — Joe Foote (S) d Ben Rosenberg,
8-6
103: —Gary  Schardien (S) p Zach
Donohue, 1:48
112: — Ferrara md John Aponte, 10-0

TOMS RIVER NORTH 34, SPF 28:
112: — Matt Oliver (T) p Ferrara, 3:15
119: — Sal Gano (S) md Dan Scejarok,
13-2
125: — Trevor Cannon (S) p Matt
Franceshi, 3:25
130: — Ricky Olsson (S) md Nick
Esposito, 13-0
135: — Marcos Flores (T) p Rob Desiato,
1:55
140: — Mineo (S) tf Mark Derouville, 20-2
145: — A.J. Ruggerio (T) d Gibbs, 9-4
152: — Rod Castro (T) won forfeit
160: — Chris Kau (T) p Bachi, 2:576
171: — Brian Newman (T) d O’Neil, 5-2
189: — Dave Newman (T) d Nick
Giannaci, 5-3
215: — Baker (S) p Sang Son, 1:42
Hwt: — John Cassliez (T) p Foote, 4:58
103: — Taylor Kau (T) md Schardien, 9-1

Raider Matmen Win Two at Toms River

See photos on the Web!
www.goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DRIVING FOR A LAY-UP…Blue Devil Josh Gerckens, No. 11, prepares to roll
in a lay-up in the UCT game against No. 3 St. Patrick’s.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GROWLING OUT TO VICTORY…130 lb Bear Joe Mraz comes out the back
door and gets behind Panther Jorge Branco to earn a 4-3 decision. Brearley ousted
Roselle Park, 39-20 for the Central Jersey, Group 1 title.

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate
Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: SueChecchio@comcast.net
www.WestfieldMoves.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

New Westfield Listing! Larger than it looks, this four Bedroom, two full Bath home boasts many wonderful
features. An airy floor plan offers Living Room with soaring ceiling and fireplace which opens to the
expanded Dining Room. The eat-in Kitchen offers plentiful cabinetry and sliding glass doors lead to the
private backyard. The first floor is completed by three bedrooms and full bath. The second floor hosts a
getaway Master Suite with cozy Sitting Room, updated full Bath and Bedroom with two walk-in closets. A
large Recreation room is located in the Basement, along with Laundry, Storage and Utilities. This wonderful
home is located within walking distance to Tamaques Park and schools. Offered for $610,000.

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday, February 26th  1-4PM     23 Tamaques Way
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Blue Devil Swim Girls Splash
Red Devils in NJSIAA Semis

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Blue Devil Swim Boys Whip
Mo’town, 114-56, in Semis

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

A Special Thank You
I take great pride in congratulating our distinguished
sales associates on this great accomplishment. 
The exceptional service and wealth of knowledge that 
they provide to our clients has allowed them to achieve
this coveted honor and place them among 
the industry’s best Realtors®. They demonstrate
Burgdorff’s philosophy of superior service,
commitment and dedication.

I thank these deserving agents for all that they bring 
to our company, but more importantly for offering 
our clients the extraordinary real estate experience
they deserve.

Pat Hoferkamp, 
President and COO of Burgdorff ERA

WESTFIELD OFFICE
600 North Avenue West � Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-0065

Elizabeth Bataille
NJAR Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award ’05 Gold

Joyce Taylor
NJAR Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award ’05 Gold

For all your mortgage needs call 
ERA Home Loans 1-888-421-3813

Owned and Operated 
By NRT Incorporated. 

NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award 2005

—GOLD—

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award 2005
—SILVER—

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award 2005
—BRONZE—

For Everything You Do
To The Many Extraordinary Professionals Exceeding Expectations at Burgdorff ERA 

www.burgdorff.com

Anne Sank-Davis
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’05 Bronze

Susan Massa
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’05 Bronze

Beth Maloney
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’05 Bronze

Jill Skibinsky
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’05 Bronze

Rebecca Wampler
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’05 Bronze

Anne Weber
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’05 Bronze

Robert Gilmore
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’05 Bronze

Mary Collins
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’05 Bronze

Marjorie Brown
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’05 Bronze

Diane Kontra
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’05 Bronze

Tammy Lieberman
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’05 Bronze

Sharon Lies
NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’05 Bronze

Beth Sullivan
NJAR Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award ’05 Silver

Carol Tener
NJAR Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award ’05 Silver

Cathy Splinter
NJAR Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award ’05 Silver

Mary Ellen O’Boyle
NJAR Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award ’05 Silver

Patricia Plante
“Pat”

NJAR Circle of Excellence 
Sales Award ’05 Silver

Julie Murphy
NJAR Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award ’05 Silver

Jocelyne Holden
NJAR Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award ’05 Silver

Elaine Demyen
NJAR Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award ’05 Silver

Laura Brockway
NJAR Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award ’05 Silver

Patricia Connolly
NJAR Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award ’05 Silver

Lois Berger
NJAR Circle of Excellence 

Sales Award ’05 Silver

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JUST TOUCHED OUT FOR FIRST...Blue Devil Pat Daurio, front, just gets
touched out by Morristown’s Jeff Gomez in the 500-freestyle.

Devil Swim Girls Top
BrH2O for Crown

The No. 8 Westfield High School
girls swim team made it four North
Jersey, Section 2, Public A titles in a
row by downing No. 19 Bridgewater-
Raritan, 104-66, at Lincoln Commu-
nity School in Bayonne on February
20. The 10-2 Blue Devils, who also
defeated the Panthers for the title last
year, 98-72, won six of the seven
individual events and touched  first in
all three relays .

Alexi Kuska and Kylie Fraser each
won two individual events and swam
on two winning relays. Kuska touched
first in the 200-freestyle at 1:59.88 and
the 100-free in 56.02. Fraser touched
first in the 100-butterfly at 1:01.17 and
the 100-backstroke at 1:03.48.

Kuska, Liz Hawkins, Katie Mor-
gan and Brittany Reyes won the 200-
freestyle relay with a time of 1:43.7.
Kuska, DarrellAnn Smith, Reyes and
Fraser won the 400-free relay with a
time of 3:49.64. Fraser, Morgan,
Reyes and Lauren McCurdy touched
first in the 200-medley relay with a
time of 1:56.21.
50 free: Reyes (W) 26.04
100 free: Kuska (W) 56.02
200 free: Kuska (W) 1:59.88
500 free: Morgan Sawin (B) 5:30.58
100 breast: Morgan (W) 1:11.43
100 fly: Fraser (W) 1:01.17
100 back: Fraser (W) 1:03.48
200 IM: Smith (W) 2:17.18
200 free relay: W (Kuska, Hawkins,
Morgan, Reyes) 1:43.7
400 free relay: W (Kuska, Smith, Reyes,
Fraser) 3:49.64
200 medley relay: W (Fraser, Morgan,
Reyes, McCurdy) 1:56.21

Similar to last year’s showdown
between the No. 10 Westfield High
School boys swim team and No. 4
Bridgewater-Raritan, the North Jer-
sey, Section 2 Public A title was not
decided until after the final event, the
400-free relay, in Bayonne on Febru-
ary 20. Last year’s meet ended in an
85-85 tie but the Panthers won by
virtue of power points. This time, the
Panthers won 88.5-81.5.
50 free: Brandon Cuba (W) 22.64

100 free: Kevin Gallagher (B) 50.73
200 free: John Benigno (B) 1:48.69
500 free: P.J. Harley (W) 4:49.11
100 breast: Pat Daurio (W) 1:02.54
100 fly: Chris DeLaFuente (W) 54.59
100 back: Benigno (B) 55.07
200 IM: Daurio (W) 2:01.22
200 free relay: W (Matt Green, Harley,
Daurio, Cuba) 1:33.75
400 free relay: B (Joe Knolmajer, Josh
Gonzalez, Andrew Frank, Benigno)
3:22.57
200 medley relay: D (David Yao, Jeff
Reyes, Knolmajer, Frank Cuzzola)
1:40.01

BrH2O Nip Westfield For Boys Swim Title

Sullivan third (27.41).
“We tried for some good times for

a lot of our swimmers and that made
it a pretty good day,” said Reyes.
“Since the injury to my shoulder, I
have tried to cut back a little bit until
state finals. I swam relaxed, however,
hard because I wanted to win but I did
hold back a little bit.”

It was another one, two, three fin-
ish when Hawkins propelled the Dev-
ils to first place in the 100-yard fly in
1:07.40. Crissy Isabella touched sec-
ond (1:09.44) and O’Neill, third
(1:11.74).

“I tried to go all out long and strong

we swum against since I have been
coach. Public school! I told them
that I fully expected them to win the
meet. Bridgewater knows it too. They
follow every meet we swim. They
know that we went with a crazy,
mixed up lineup the first time (against
them), Pat (Daurio) was in weird
events, P.J. (Harley), who did not
compete against Morristown, was in
weird events. Everybody was in
events they won’t be in Monday
night. I think they know it should be
a barnburner like last year. They
have improved some too, so it’s not
like we are the only team that im-
proved. Historically, their kids tend
to swim basically the same events in
this meet coming up as they did in
the earlier meet and our kids tend to
swim way faster because they are all
shaved and tapered.”

TOP INDIVIDUALS:
50-free: Brandon Cuba (W) 23.46
100-free: Matt Green (W) 51.21
200-free: Pat Daurio (W) 1:52.91
500-free: Jeff Gomez (M) 5:05.98
100-breast: Matt Morgan (W) 1:10.22
100-fly: Mark Albright (M) 59.34
100-back: Luke Baron (W) 57.13
200-IM: Phil Anton (W) 2:10.98

and then come back with whatever I
had,” said Hawkins. “My time was
okay. I know that I can go faster and
will do so in the state finals.”

Stephanie Albright won the battle
in the 100-yard freestyle in 59.50. In
the 500-yard free, Morgan (5:52.26)
and Cederroth (5:59.30) finished sec-
ond and third, respectively.

“It was an okay day,” summarized
Morgan. “In the 200 medley, my goal
really was to pull ahead, I did and I
was happy with that. In the 200 IM, I
was not expecting that girl (Nicole
Wain – 2:17.72) at all. We had
strategized earlier and found her best
time to be 2:24. I still swam around
my best time and really did not expect
to beat her.”

Blue Devils O’Neill, Lauren
McCurdy, Reyes and Sullivan were
the stars in the 200-free style relay
touching first with a combined time
of 1:48.38. Jean Metz delivered a
second place performance in the 100-
yard backstroke in 1:10.41.

Coach Ruszala put in one of her top
guns in the 100-yard breaststroke and
was not disappointed when McGuire
won the event in 1:15.20. The Blue
Devils behind O’Neill, Stephanie
Albright, Cederroth and Isabella put
the finishing touches on the last event,
the 400-freestyle relay, finishing sec-
ond with a time of 4:04.75.

200-free relay: W (Rob Whitehead, Matt
Gelmetti, Dan McGrory, Justin Lo)
1:42.74
400-free relay: M (John Sittman, Jeff
Gomez, Jim Cox, Mark Albright) 3:42.05
200-medley relay: W (Luke Baron, Phil
Anton, Matt Blutfield, Colin Sullivan)
1:46.58

weichert.com

Open House:
 Sunday 2/26  12-4PM

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Invite Phyllis in,
and she’ll bring results!

Phyllis Brown

Call For
More Information!

Rare opportunity to own a notable Craftsman style Colonial residence strategically
located within moments of vibrant downtown Westfield. Choose to use as your private
home or as your professional address. Six spacious rooms plus finished basement
offer endless design possibilities to suit your needs. As a residence, the updated
kitchen, lustrous chestnut trim, wood flooring, wood-burning fireplace, built-ins,
charming wrap around porch, plus delightful second floor balcony will capture your
heart. So many possibilities for this treasure! Call today for your personal tour.   DIR:
South Ave. to Westfield Ave. #585 $624,900 (052000NEW)

Blue Devil Icemen Level
Summit, 6-3, in Van Cott

By ANDREW GOLDMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School Blue
Devils Ice hockey team began their
week with a meaningless game
against South Brunswick because
the game fell after the February 13
deadline for state and conference
tournament seeding. The Blue Dev-
ils were clearly more focused on
their upcoming first round game of
the Van Cott cup against the Summit
Hilltoppers, whom they would de-
feat, 6-3, and lost 5-3 to South
Brunswick, a team they beat 9-3
earlier in the year.

In their game against Summit, the
Blue Devils realized it would not be
an easy road to defend their title. The
Hilltoppers was a team that had
proven to be able to play with them.
In their three previous meetings, the
Blue Devils had won once and tied
twice.

Summit jumped out to an early 1-
0 lead, but Westfield responded with
goals from Sal Esposito and sopho-
more Craig Esposito to take a 2-1
lead just five minutes later. The first
period ended with Westfield still
holding its 2-1 advantage.

The game became much more in-
tense and physical in the second pe-

riod, with much more contact than in
the opening period. Summit scored
two consecutive goals to end the
second period with a 3-2 lead.

Following a brief intermission for
the Zamboni to cut the ice, the Dev-
ils came out flying to start the third
period. On their first shift of the
period, the second line of John
Attanasio, Alex Hodara and Mike
Foley got Westfield the tying goal it
desired after Hodara and Foley ex-
ecuted a perfect two-on-one break
in, finished off by a great pass from
Hodara to Foley who put the puck in
the net.

On the next shift less than a minute
later, Sal Esposito scored his second
goal of the game to put the Blue
Devils in front, 4-3. Westfield de-
nied the Hilltoppers any opportunity
to get back in the game by control-
ling the play for the majority of the
period. Jimmy Bender scored to give
Westfield the first two-goal lead of
the game. Later, Sal Esposito scored
his third goal to put the game away.

The Blue Devils’ second round
opponent was to be No. 15-ranked
Montgomery. Westfield’s seeding
and first round opponent in the
NJISSA State Tournament will have
been announced this week.

Raider Girls Glide
To Swim Finals

The No. 9 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School girls advanced to the NJ,
Section 2, Public B finals by defeat-
ing Caldwell, 109-61, in the semifi-
nals on February 16. On February 15,
the Lady Raiders defeated Lenape
Valley, 103-67.
50-free: Jillian Murphy (S) 26.27
100-free: Mary Henkels (S) 58.35
200-free: Kristen Henkels (S) 2:08.31
500-free: Brittany Larkin (S) 5:52.23
100-breast: Breanne Stillo (C) 1:12.16
100-fly: Murphy (S) 1:01.16
100-back: Courtney Trivino (C) 1:04.23
200-IM: Kim Rizzo (S) 2:24.04
200-free relay: S (Anne O’Halloran,
Amanda Gianni, Stephanie Glover, Mary
Poillon) 1:55.02
400-free relay: S (Liz Ferraro, Avery
Boettcher, Carol Montiero, Cheryl
Montiero) 4:29.6
200-medley relay: C (Casey Alon, Stillo,
Trivino, Leanne Delosh) 1:59.52

50-free: Mike Miller (S) 23.23
100-free: Mike Miller (S) 51.83
200-free: Matt Miller (S) 1:53.21
500-free: Matt Miller (S) 5:05.92
100-breast: Jon Bender (C) 1:05.13
100-fly: Chris Dart (C) 56.0
100-back: Zach Peart (S) 1:00.09
200-IM: Dart (C) 2:05.9
200-free relay:S (Peart, Eric Walker, Matt
Miller, Mike Miller) 1:38.51
400-free relay: C (Nick Trojanowski, Ed
Bradley, Joe McShane, Dart) 3:34.53
200-medley relay: C (Dart, Bender, Scott
Belfiore, David Lemons) 1:47.7

Raider Boys Stroke
To Swimming Finals
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School boys advanced to the NJ, Sec-
tion 2, Public B finals by defeating
Chatham, 91-79, in the semifinals on
February 16. On February 14, the
Raiders defeated Caldwell, 95.5-74.5,
in the quartersfinals.
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RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

   

email: grace.rappa@cbmoves.com
Visit My Listings at: www.GraceRappa.com

New Westfield Listing . . . Charming Westfield vintage Colonial with warmth and character, 5 Bedrooms and 3 Full
Baths, expanded and updated in all the right places for today’s lifestyle: eat-in kitchen with island, first floor family room,
large master suite with tons of closet space, flexible first floor bedroom/office/guest suite with full bath. Presented in move
in condition, with sought-after details such as a wood burning fireplace, built-in cabinetry, and central air conditioning.
Two bay windows overlook deep yard with flowering perennial borders. Enhanced by a great location on a quiet street in
the Washington School District. Offered at 779,000. Call Grace Rappa 908-301-2019 for an appointment.

OPEN HOUSE: Sun. February 26th  1-4 PM
760 Fairacres Avenue, Westfield

908-233-5555

A VERY SUCCESSFUL HOOPS SEASON…The Westfield High School Blue
Devils freshmen basketball team finished its season with a record of 15-5.
Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Josh Firestone, Craig Dyer, Bret DeFazio,
Mike Irving, Jimmy Reardon and Matt Isabella; back row, Coach Neal Horne,
Jihad Billups, Jake Fox, Joey Kopser, Tony DiIorio, Mike Clark and Chris
Sheehan.

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Mary McEnerney
(908) 301-2052

Susan Checchio
(908) 301-2014

This wonderful three bedroom ranch boasts an excellent location close to
Franklin Elementary School. Within the gracious interior, you’ll find a tradi-
tional design and a comfortable floor plan. The eat-in country kitchen is
adjacent to the Family Room with beautiful brick fireplace and vaulted, beamed
ceiling. The lower level features a 32 x 22 Recreation Room. This lovely home
boasts spacious rooms, quality appointments, hardwood floors, central air and
much more.  Offered for $799,000. WSF0993

Open House – Sunday, 2/26 1-4 pm
118 Oak Tree Pass, Westfield

©2006 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

SP-F Raider JV Icemen Top
Westfield JV Blue Devils, 4-1

Golf Pro Points Out Mental,
Physical, Mechanical Aspects

By MICHAEL KIERNER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Golf has become an extremely popu-
lar and competitive sport in recent
years. Many of the world’s top players
use different coaches to try to give
them an edge over the competition.
This specialized and targeted instruc-
tion has been creating a distinct ad-
vantage. But that gap is being closed,
and it’s being closed in our area.

Golfer’s Edge may be the
northeast’s only comprehensive per-
formance-enhancement program for
players looking to consistently im-
prove their skills. The program brings
together three critical pieces for golf
improvement: mental, mechanical
and physical aspects of the game.

The mental coaching can help play-
ers reduce the stress, which blocks
improvement. Mechanical instruction
with a PGA Teaching Professional
exploits state-of-the-art video and
computer equipment in a way, which
helps the player understand the me-
chanics of his golf swing. Certified
strength and conditioning specialists
use cutting-edge training science and
diagnostic golf technologies to im-
prove on weaknesses and imbalances.

With such precision and accuracy,
players’ scores just keep getting lower.

This set-up is truly the new step in
golf instruction. Young athletes use
this type of program in other sports.
Since golf is becoming more of an
athletic sport, golfers must learn to
train like athletes in order to have an
edge over others. Offering golf-spe-
cific exercises is beneficial to all golf-
ers who are looking for improvement
within their game and better physical
fitness in the process. An indoor fa-
cility also gives golfers the opportu-
nity to improve over the winter months
or during inclement weather, making
improvement more realistic and at-
tainable 12-months-a-year.

Michael Kierner is an instructor at
Golfer’s Edge, located in Scotch
Plains. For information about instruc-
tion or appointments, please call (908)
322-2003.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Golf Instructor Michael Kierner tests his swing at Golfer’s Edge

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Junior Varsity ice hockey team
defeated the Westfield Junior Varsity
Blue Devils, 4-1, at the Woodbridge
Community Center in Woodbridge in
a recent game. The Raiders and Blue
Devils played a spirited physical game
in front of their many supporters.

Both teams registered some great
hits in the first period. Raider Nick
Ryskasen opened the scoring mid-
way through the first period while the
Raiders’ defense played aggressively
and kept the Blue Devils from having
good scoring opportunities.

Early in the second period,

Ryskasen scored again with an assist
from Eric Kaufman. After a scramble
in front on a penalty kill, the Raiders
had their lead cut in half after a goal
by Blue Devil Phil Cohn. The Raiders
stretched their lead to 3-1 after a
sniper shot from the blue line by Max
Jones. To seal the deal, Ryskasen
scored his third goal of the game into
an empty net giving him a hat trick on
his birthday.

The Raiders are currently second
in their league games having only lost
one and tied one. Playoffs begin the
first weekend in March at Floyd Hall
Ice Arena in Montclair.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

The Planning Board of the Borough of
Fanwood has scheduled a Special Meet-
ing for Monday, March 13th at 7:30 PM to
be held at Fanwood Borough Hall, Mayor
and Council Chambers, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey at 7:30
PM. The purpose of the meeting is review
and possible approval of both the Housing
Element of the Fanwood Master Plan, and
the Municipal Stormwater Ordinance.

Official action may be taken.
Pat Hoynes

Planning Board Secretary
1 T - 2/23/06, The Times Fee: $14.79

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

See photos of recent sporting events!

Susan M. Checchio
Sales Associate
Direct Line: 301-2014
E-mail: SueChecchio@comcast.net
www.WestfieldMoves.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

Westfield . . . First floor living at it’s best! This custom three Bedroom, two Bath ranch boasts practicality and
charm. This embracing home features a Vermont slate Entrance Foyer, a spacious Living Room with picture
window and wood-burning fireplace, Dining Room with wainscoting, crown moulding and large French doors
overlooking the fenced-in manicured backyard with deck and paver patio. There is also an inviting Family
Room with knotty pine paneling and entrance to three-season porch and a sunny, updated eat-in Kitchen with
wainscoting and crown moulding. The lower level features a large Recreation Room, Laundry, Workshop and
abundant storage. Additional amenities include hardwood floors, central-air-conditioning and two car attached
garage, central sound speakers and more! Offered for $650,000 WSF0044

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday, January 29th  1-4PM     779 Lamberts Mill Road

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2004
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006
Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@aol.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

SCOTCH PLAINS                                                         $699,000

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Spacious Split Level in Parkwood section on nearly half an acre, with 3 Bedrooms, 2 Full and 1 Half Baths.
Living Room with 10’ bow window, marble fireplace, formal Dining Room with greenhouse window, large
Family Room with cathedral ceiling, skylights and access to deck via French sliders. Eat-in Kitchen with breakfast
bar, grade level Recreation Room with back yard access. Master Bedroom with full Bath and walk-in closet.
Attic storage with walk-up, ready to be finished. Basement level utility area with separate finished room for an
office. Central Air Conditioning and an attached 2-car garage. WSF0029

OPEN HOUSE 2110 Seward Drive, 2/26 1-4PM
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NIKI FRY
2005 NJAR Circle of Excellence

Gold

NANCY R. KRONHEIMER
2005 NJAR Circle of Excellence

Silver

RICHARD M. GUARD
2005 NJAR 

Circle of Excellence
Bronze

DIANE L. HOLLOWAY
2005 NJAR 

Circle of Excellence
Bronze

Westfield Office 908-654-7777

TO ALL WHO CHOSE TO WORK WITH OUR AWARD-WINNING ASSOCIATES IN 2005, WE SAY THANKS.

ALAN RUBIN
2005 NJAR 

Circle of Excellence
Bronze

PATRICIA O'CONNOR
2005 NJAR 

Circle of Excellence
Bronze

ADIE K. SHAALAN
2005 NJAR 

Circle of Excellence
Bronze

PEGGY TOMKO
2005 NJAR 

Circle of Excellence
Bronze

ANDREW I. WEISSMAN
2005 NJAR 

Circle of Excellence
Bronze

MARTHA J. SCHILLING
2005 NJAR 

Circle of Excellence
Bronze

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 06-03-R

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on February 14, 2006. Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

This ordinance amends Section 115
of Chapter 184 Land Use by adding
conditional uses and prohibited uses
in the Central Commercial Business
District.

This ordinance is scheduled for adop-
tion on March 14, 2006, 7:30 P.M. Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 2/23/06, The Times Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on March 6, 2006 in Council Chambers in
the Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at 8
p.m. to hear and consider the following
application:

06-01 MILLENNIUM PROPERTIES,
LLC, 1423 & 1453 EAST BROAD
STREET, BLOCK 1904, LOTS 32
AND PART OF LOT 33 SEEKING
MINOR SUBDIVISION AP-
PROVAL WITH NO VARIANCES.
APPLICATNT SEEKS TO
TRANSFER APPROXIMATELY
1,167 SQUARE FEET PARCEL
OF LAND (10 FEET X 167 FEET)
FROM EXITING LOT 33 TO LOT
32 AND CREATE TWO NEW
CONFORMING BUILDING LOTS
FROM THE TRANSFERRED
1,167 SQUARE FOOT PARCEL
AND EXISTING LOT 32.
Variances, waivers or exceptions
from certain site plan details or
relief from requirements may be
sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T - 2/23/06, The Leader Fee: $31.62

WESTFIELD:
Richard W. and Barbara B. Lang,

Jr. to Sean P. and Colleen F.
McDonald, 1301 Prospect Street,
$1,800,000.

James F. and Mary C. Donovan to
Charles H. Paden, Jr. and Cheryl
Sacra-Paden, 555 Colonial Avenue,
$1,600,000.

William G. and Margaret L. Brown
to Rodney and Gretchen North, 541
Cumberland Street, $417,500.

Mitchell C. and Anita C. Beinhaker
to James David and Jessica R.
Gannaway, 656 Norman Place,
$800,000.

Lewis J. Wood to Alon Rand, 546
Trinity Place, $336,000.

Benny V. and Gina DiDario to Kevin
and Laura Morris, 232 Windsor Av-
enue, $284,900.

CR Real Estate Company, Inc. to
751 Central Avenue, LLC, 751 Cen-
tral Avenue, $999,999.

John and Luci Apostolos to Krista
M. Mullen, 930 Irving Avenue,
$582,000.

William and Susan McCusker to
David Geller, 1738 Dakota Street,
$555,500.

Jose A. and Margaret Rodriguez to
John and Denise Baldwin, 728 Cres-
cent Parkway, $1,420,000.

Sally L. and Steven A. Kroll to
David and Hillary Crall, 1005 Kimball

Recent Home Sales

Avenue, $2,625,000.
James J. and Jane W. O’Connor to

Richard M. and Shelagh Monihan,
23 Gallowae, $930,000.

Charles H. Paden, Jr. and Cheryl
Sacra-Paden to Christian and Kim-
berly M. Tosi, 224 Chestnut Street,
North, $999,900.

16 Hoptkins, LLC to William R.
and Patricia Forbes, 761 First Street,
$789,000.

Frank R. and Jean Marie Wiesinger
to Joseph and Antoinette F.
Bencivenne, 1051 Coolidge Street,
$720,000.

Joseph C. and Donna R. Dwyer to
Mark and Ann Stratton, 784 Carleton
Road, $619,900.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Public Notice is hereby given that the
ordinance as follows was passed and
adopted by the Town Council of the Town
of Westfield at a meeting thereof held on
February 14, 2006.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

GENERAL ORDINANCE  NO. 1864

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE TOWN CODE OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
CHAPTER 13 “MOTOR VE-
HICLES AND TRAFFIC” BY
AMENDING CERTAIN PRO-
VISIONS THEREOF
(An ordinance to establish

handicapped parking spots)
1 T - 2/23/06, The Leader Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 06-02-39

CONTRACTOR: ARCHP, Inc.; 16
Wernik Place, Metuchen, New Jersey
08840-2422

NATURE OF SERVICE: Professional
Architectural Services/Development of
Architectural Design Guidelines

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2006

AMOUNT: Not to Exceed $10,000.00
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 2/23/06, The Times Fee: $19.38
PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 06-01-S

CALENDAR YEAR 2006 OR-
DINANCE TYO EXCEED THE
MUNICIPAL BUDGET AP-
PROPRIATION LIMITS AND
TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK
N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on February 14, 2006..

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 2/23/06, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 06-02-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 67 OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD CONCERNING
AVAILABILITY OF BOR-
OUGH PATROL CARS

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on February 14, 2006..

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 2/23/06, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 06-02-38

CONTRACTOR: Kupper Associates; 15
Stelton Road, Piscataway, New Jersey
08855-0036

NATURE OF SERVICE: Professional
Engineering Services/Reconstruction of
portions of Watson and Russell Roads/
Construction Phase and core testing

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2006

AMOUNT: Not to Exceed $19,500.00
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 2/23/06, The Times Fee: $20.40

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2005
Platinum Level: 2003-2005
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

#1 Listing Agent - Westfield Office 2004-2005

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

$699,900
Well maintained 3 Bedroom, 1 1/2 Bath Colonial feat: Living Room w/fireplace; Formal Dining Room; large
Eat-in Kitchen; large 1st floor Family Room; Master Bedroom w/dressing alcove/office; basement, attic & 1
car Garage for storage. Convenient to Jefferson school; situated on a 170’ deep lot. WSF0105

Westfield

 

Coldwell Banker 
908.301.2004 - Direct Line 

Kim.Haley@cbmoves.com 

www.KimHaley.com 

Business 908.233.5555 

209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090    

RESIDENTIAL  BROKERAGE 

Kimberley Aslanian Haley 

 

Redefining Real Estate 
 

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE PLATINUM LEVEL 2002, 2004 & 2005   

Charming Westfield Colonial ideal for entertaining.  Formal Dining 

Room and Living Room with wood burning fireplace, sun filled Den, 

spacious & updated Eat-in Kitchen, hardwood floors and new 

windows, Recroom and wine cellar in basement, new deck 

overlooking rear yard. Walk to town and Wilson elementary school.   

         Offered for $650,000. 

© 2005 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity 

Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.  

Immaculate and charming is this spacious Colonial situated in a quiet 

neighborhood offering 5 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths, an updated Kitchen 

with breakfast bar, formal Dining Room & Living Room with 

fireplace and built-ins, Den, Mudroom and Laundry Room, hardwood 

floors, close to downtown Westfield and NYC transportation. 

          Offered for $649,900. 

OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1~4PM 

754 CARLETON ROAD 

CHARM ABOUNDS IN THIS  

REMARKABLE WESTFIELD COLONIAL  

Direct: (908) 518-5448
E-Mail: hogaboom@eclipse.net
200 North Avenue, East • Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Peter Hogaboom

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

ABR, CRS, GRI, SRES

Selling Distinctive Homes Since 1986

Broker Associate Properties Unlimited

Brick Front 1965 Colonial

Prestigious Dudley Park, Westfield location.  Situated on a

82’x154’ corner lot.  Large Formal Living and Dining Rooms.

Hardwood flooring under wall-to-wall carpeting.  Eat-IN Kitchen

with sunny eating area.  Brick fireplaced Family Room and 1st

floor laundry just off the kitchen.  Rear screened porch.  Two car

attached garage.  Many inclusions.  Asking $837,500.  Call

Pete with questions or request to see!  View color photos at

hogaboom.com/2246496

11 Room Split on ½ Acre Lot

Super family room addition, with vaulted ceiling and large fire-
place.  Formal Living Room with fireplace and bay window.  Large
extended Formal Dining Room.  Eat-In Kitchen with large eating
area overlooking the Family Room.  Five Bedrooms, office, grade
Family Room and 3 baths top off this possible related living
home.  Located on a quiet street, in Scotch Plains, asking

$699,900.  Call Pete with questions or to see!  View color photos
at hogaboom.com/2216613

Cellular: (908) 247-7630
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AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

Annual Contracts for Start-Ups & Shut-Offs • Guaranteed Immediate Response • Fully Licensed & Insured

908-791-1820

Drip Systems • Lawn Sprinklers • Planting Beds

Landscape Design

Year Long Plantings

Lawn Maintenance

Patio • Walks • Masonry

Retaining Walls

Custom & Unique
Landscape For Your Home

Designing & Building All
Your Walkway & Patio Needs

  

Goods & Services You Need! email PDF to:
sales@goleader.com

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275
Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

~Air Conditioning            
~Alignment
~Batteries
~Brakes
~Computer Diagnostic
~Electrical
~Engine Repairs
~Lube & Oil Change
~Collision Repair

~Exhaust
~Cooling System
~Suspension
~Tires
~Towing 
~Transmission 
~Tune-Up
~Windshield Chip Repair
~Glass Replacement

Direct Billing To Insurance Companies, Warranty, GSA & National Fleets

You’ll Love Coming Home To a Clean House
We provide “top to bottom” thorough cleaning

Free in-home consultation and customized estimates
We offer weekly, alternate weekly, monthly or occasional service

We are fully bonded & insured  www.mollymaid.com

908-322-9989

R O M A N
Home

Improvements

(732) 680-9626

All Types of Carpentry

Free Estimates     Fully Insured

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Bedrooms • Living Rooms

Basements • Decks • Stairs

HEATING
Scott Seib

Serving Westfield & vicinity for 24 years

Specializing in replacing,

rebuilding & repairing steam

& hot water heating systems.

Lic. #6548

908-654-1818

Plumbing &Heating, Inc.

ABS Drywall

• Sheet Rock

• Spackling

• Light Framing

• Drop Ceiling

• Metal Stud Framing

973-818-1366

“Big Enough to Cope,
Small Enough to Care”

(908) 418 2611
Free Estimates Fully Insured

Crystal Clear

908-245-3650

Aquarium &
Pond Services

Animals, Reptiles, Birds

Home Or Office

Pet Sitting

Pet Consultation

908-249-2573

Interior & Exterior Painting

Wall Papering

Wood Staining

Power Washing

Competitive Pricing – 10% off any job
Free Estimates • Fully Insured

CLASSIFIEDS

Class Ends Spanish
Unit With Fiesta

WESTFIELD –Donning handmade
vests and sombreros, kindergarteners
in Joellen Surace’s class at Franklin
Elementary School in Westfield con-
cluded their study of Mexico with a
fiesta. In addition to learning to count
and sing in Spanish and exploring the
culture and geography of Mexico,
students also worked with art teacher
Marie Coveney to create authentic
Mexican Tinware sunbursts from
punched tin as well as Papel Picado
(pierced paper) designs.

During the fiesta, they enjoyed tor-
tilla chips and sombrero cookies and
concluded with the traditional break-
ing of a piñata.

St. Barts Announces
Honors Recipients

SCOTCH PLAINS –Principal Sister
Louise and Saint Bartholomew
Interparchial School have announced
that the following students have re-
ceived honors for the second marking
period. Principal’s list student have
achieved all A’s, First Honors have
achieved primarily A’s and one or two
B’s and the Second Honors is a mix of
A’s and B’s with nothing lower than a B.

PRINCIPAL’S LIST
5th Grade

Caitlin Carroll                 Colleen Dow
Caitilin Conroy                 Molly Gaynor

Nicole Viviano
6th Grade

Anthony Livingstone         Amanda Searls
Ananya Sen Gupta
7th Grade

Colleen Cassidy         Kara Gaynor
William Shore         Ellen Tomljanovic

Laura Sammon
8th Grade

Alexandra D’Aluisio           Christopher Freeman
Adele Delaney           Shanice Huggins

Melissa Marks
First Honors
5th Grade

Jacqueline Carelli              Patricia Magnus
Gabrielli Gubernat              Tara Sweeney
Kate Long              Earl Velarde

Thomas Wang
6th Grade

Blair Bamrick                         Anthony Krajcsik
Sabine Cardio                         Daniel Quintin

Mary Soorial
7th Grade

Bridget Ryan                        Caroline Nucatola
Diana Ngo                        Joseph Carroll

Oliver Howarth
8th Grade

Caitlin Gartner        Claire Shashaty
Second Honors
5th Grade

Danielle Galasso                Jessica Howard
Kayla Giordanella           Annabelle Ponterdolph

Kathleen Ryan
6th Grade

Geoffrey Chmura                  Corinne Luongo
Francis Degnan                  Keith Monteiro
Edward Lopez                  Megan Trollo

Kurtis Walcott
7th Grade

John Luongo        Sydney Handsman
8th Grade

Gina DeFalco Elizabeth Jones

Rowinsky Named
To BC Dean’s List

SCOTCH PLAINS – Justin
Rowinsky, son of Heidi and Kay
Gerhard of Scotch Plains, received
academic honors at Boston College,
by making the Dean’s List for the fall
2005 semester.

A freshman, Justin majors in Biol-
ogy at the School of Arts and Sci-
ences. He earned a 3.63 grade point
average this past year and is a mem-
ber of the “Screaming Eagles” march-
ing band at Boston College.

WF’s Tammam Earns
Dean’s List Status

WESTFIELD – Jason Tammam of
Westfield has been placed on the
Vanderbilt University Dean’s List for
fall 2005. Jason, enrolled in the Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences, is the son
of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Tammam of
Westfield.

To qualify, students must receive
grades equivalent to a 3.5 on a 4.0
scale for the semester.

WALLPAPER INSTALLATION

RICHARD’S WALLPAPER
YOUR EXPERT FOR

WALLPAPER INSTALLATION
AND REMOVAL
(973) 467-2011

OFFICES FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
OFFICE RENTALS

• 7 room, 2nd floor, quality offices,
1040 sq. ft. $2000 per month.

• 3 room, 2nd floor, central busi-
ness, 506 sq. ft. $995 per month.

• 2 room, 2nd floor, central
business, heat, CAC, com. area
incl., 500 sq. ft. $975 per month.

• 2 room, central business, 390
sq. ft. $775 per month.

Call Saul Drittel at
(908) 233-6478 for details.

BURGDORFF ERA
Realtors Westfield

(908) 233-0065

SALE: DINING ROOM SET

Gently used double pedestal
dining room table 66" long

(90" w/leaf) 6 chairs and custom
table top pads included: $550

Call (908) 518-0434

CHILDREN’S PARTY LEADER

TumbleJam, a local music center for
young children, is looking to hire two
(2) energetic people to lead birthday
parties at our location in Scotch Plains.
Requirements include musical
experience (either guitar or piano),
teaching or equivalent experience
with children, and reliability!
If you are interested in working
with children in a fun & flexible
environment, then call us today!

(908) 322-TJAM (8526)

ESTATE SALE

Sat 2/25 & Sun 2/26
9 AM - 3 PM

184 Belvidere Ave, Fanwood
Unique furniture & accents in
excellent condition for the “Shabby
Chic” home! Cash & pick up only.

HOUSE CLEANING

Polish woman is looking for
more homes to clean.
Very good experience

and references.
Tel. (732) 952-3451

HOUSE CLEANING

Slovak lady available
Mondays for House cleaning.

Honest & Reliable
Local references available.

Please call
Gabrielle (908) 397-8578

SUMMER RENTAL

Belmar - Great family street. 4
bedrooms 2 baths,  screened-in
porch,  2 blocks to beach. Avail
May thru July, monthly or weekly.

Call (908) 317-6889.

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

FANWOOD
First floor unit feels like a house
with large living room and dining
room, new eat-in kitchen, and
three bedrooms. This unit has
many walk-in closets, study and
deck off master bedroom, finished
basement with laundry area, and
large fenced in yard.
$1,950/month + utilities
Second floor unit is sunny, and
offers two bedrooms, another bed-
room or living area, and kitchen
with private deck; laundry area
and storage in basement.
$1,250/month + utilities
Bus stop across street, few min-
utes to NYC trains.
Both units available, March 1st.
Contact Diane at (908) 226-9091

CHILDCARE / HOUSEKEEPING

Responsible person to care for
5-year-old in our Westfield home.
Includes pick up from school,
cooking, errands. 5 days, 4-6.5 hrs
daily, paid vacation plus milage
expenses. Must have experience
and valid drivers license.
Please call (908) 789-0271
evenings or leave a message.

HELP WANTED

Real Estate: Thinking of making a
change? Prudential NJ Properties
is now interviewing for full time
real estate agent positions,
Westfield Office. Call Margie

(908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

DINING ROOM

Beautiful double pedestal table, 8
chairs and Hutch/Buffet still in box.

List $2900 sell $1475.
Call (732) 259-6690

BED

A King mattress set
new in plastic w/warranty

sell $215
(732) 259-6690

MATTRESS SET

Queen pillow top
New in plastic w/warranty.

Can deliver.
Sell $165

Call (732) 259-6690

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Also
needed:  copy editor. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:
edi tor@goleader .com .

OFFICE BUILDING FOR RENT

Insurance Agents, Lawyers
Accountants.

2400 sqft Office Building
Furnished, Utlities, Internet,

Kitchen, Conf. Room, Parking
Mountainside (908) 337-7200

BEDROOM SET

7 pcs., Cherry sleigh bed, dresser/
mirror and 2 nite stands. New still
in box. Value $4000. sell $1550

Call (732) 259-6690

SUMMER RENTAL

North Beach, LBI - Single  Family,
4 Bedrooms, ocean side sundeck
& screened-in porch, garden,
100 ft to beach, $2900/wk in July,
$3200/wk in Aug. Call
(908) 233-6751 after 6:00pm.

HOT TUB / SPA

Never used, still in wrapper,
factory warranty, 6 person

w/lounger, loaded,
delivery available

Cost $8000 Sell $3895
Call (973) 902-8306

HOME FOR SALE

Garwood - Mother/Daughter
306 Spruce - 4BR 2BA M/D

24 HR Recorded Info
 Call 1-800-724-8134 Ext 8032

Must See!! $459,900
www.lenshomes.com

INTERIOR DECORATING

Spectacular & Affordable
Window Treatment
Interior Decorating

by professional designer.
Free consultation - Local references

(732) 726-0241

OFFICE/STUDIO FOR RENT

Westfield-Northside center of town,
Beautiful, Landmark Building. 800
sq ft, 6 windows, corner property,
Furnished, includes all utilities,
Available immediately, per diem
or monthly. (908) 301-0301

NANNY NEEDED

Looking for a responsible and
trustworthy person to care for our
son who is 2 and our daughter who
is 1. Must own their own car. Hours
are from 7am to 6:30pm at least 2
days/wk and some additional hours
on the remaining days. Up to 33 hrs
wk. Can be flexible on the days.
email: nanny_251@yahoo.com

APT FOR RENT IN LINDEN

2 bedrm luxury apt in 2 family
quiet house, 2 bths, living rm,
dining rm, laundry rm, balcony.
Separate entrance, private
parking, 5 mins walk to train &
park. For 1 or 2 persons, no pets.
$1400 + 1-1/2 mos security.
(917) 930-3095 or (908) 862-1299

HOUSE FOR RENT

!!!! NO REALTOR FEES !!!!
3 bdrm, 2 full baths, appl, f/place,
quiet street, near park, Washing-
ton school, 2,400 month + utls.

(908) 654-5207

LUCY’S HOUSE CLEANING

Portuguese house cleaning
services. Family owned &

operated. Honest & Reliable.
Reasonable prices.

Please call (201) 835-0601

SHARED OFFICE SPACE

Shared Office Space
& storage for rent
In Scotch Plains
(908) 301-1554

CHILDCARE PROVIDER

Experienced Mom
to care for your child in my
Westfield home, F/T, P/T.

Safe and nurturing environment.
(908) 232-5705

HOUSE CLEANING

Will clean your house or apart.
organize your clothes, kitchen,
make laundry. Own car, good
references. Please call me!

(973) 277-5657 or  (862) 849-3672
Neide ($10.00 off 1st time)

HELP WANTED

Assistant to interior designer;
very successful, fast paced interior
design firm located in Westfield,
NJ seeks junior designer with
design background to assist in all
aspects of our business.
Wonderful learning & growth
potential for the right candidate.
Please call (908) 233-8128

VETERINARY

Veterinary Technicians /
Receptionists / Kennel Attendants
- Growing state of the art multi
doctor veterinary hospital in
Westfield seeks FT, PT and
Saturday individuals to join our
team. Responsibilities include
animal husbandry, doctor
assistance and reception.
Experience preferred, but will train
dynamic candidate. Great salary
and benefits. Fax resume

(908) 654-5355

EMPLOYMENT

Drivers: CDL-A/B
Owner Operators

Local/OTR Round Trip
Lease/Purchase Available.

Excellent Pay!
(800) 366-3685

www.goleader.com

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy and Sell
on the Net!

CLEANING SERVICE

Honest lady to clean your
house, office or apartment.

Have references, transportation
& 15 years experience.

(908) 380-1721

AEROBICS INSTRUCTORS

Help Wanted:
Aerobics instructors for JCC in
Scotch Plains. Please e-mail

resumes to krosen@jccnj.org
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EVENING OF POETRY…Getting ready for The Children’s Institute’s (TCI)
“Evening of Poetry” are TCI students Ian B. of Westfield, left, and James S. of
Wayne with their teacher Jessica Valentine of Madison. The “Evening of Poetry”
featured 50 original works by the TCI Middle-school students. This was a
culmination of months of poetry style and creative writing classes.

WF Professor’s Scholarship
Honored By Rider Univ.

WESTFIELD – Dr. Stefan Young
of Westfield, professor of music
composition at Westminster Choir
College of Rider University, will be
recognized for his creative work at
the Honoring Faculty Scholarship/
Development Luncheon at Rider
University on February 21, from
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the
university’s Student Recreation
Center Lobby.

Dr. Young will be recognized for
his work in musical composition. He
has written an anthology of art song,
which resulted in a CD, and a piano
quintet. Currently is working on some
etudes for orchestra.

This work was facilitated by fel-
lowships and/or research leaves ne-
gotiated by the faculty union, the
American Association of University

Professors, which is sponsoring the
luncheon. More than 1,115 leaves,
fellowships and reimbursements as-
sociated with scholarly/developmen-
tal work have been awarded to 279
individual faculty members in the
past 32 years, since the formation of
the union.

The event will celebrate the
achievements promoted by these
leaves, and more than 50 recipients
will be on hand to demonstrate their
work.

Also attending the event will be
Rider’s president Dr. Mordechai
Rozanski. The public is invited to
attend the display and talk with pro-
fessors about their research. For more
information, call (609) 896-0092
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

CULTURE SHOCK…First graders at Woodrow Wilson Elementary School,
along with teacher Julie Morgia, learned about African textiles during a recent
visit by Christa Clarke, curator of African Art at The Newark Museum (and a
mother of one of the children in the class). Above, first graders in Class 1M get a
close look at kente, a type of strip-woven cloth from Ghana once worn only by
royalty.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 3/23/06 and
opened and read for:

Median Cross Over Protection Contract #6, Contract No. SWI033162 Various
locations on Rt I-78 & I-80, Townships of Springfield, Milburn, Mt. Olive,
Jefferson, Rockaway, Wharton Borough, Montville & Fairfield Borough

Union, Essex and Morris
Federal Project No: STP-080-5(066)

DP  NO: 06103

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, For Federal aided projects; bidders must register with
the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue, prior to the time of contract
execution. Appropriate proof of registration should be provided to NJDOT as soon as
possible after receipt of the Notice of Award.

Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.

Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.

Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 2/23/06, 3/2/06 and 3/9/06, The Leader Fee: $208.08

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

SEALED BIDS will be received from bidders classified under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et
seq.; in the NJDOT MULTIPURPOSE ROOM, New Jersey Department of Transporta-
tion, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; until 10:00 A.M. on 3/23/06 and
opened and read for:

Rt. 1 & 9 (6) - Magnolia Avenue, Contract No. UNI961492; Bridge Replacement;
City of Elizabeth, County of Union
Federal Project No: BRM-7520(103)

DP  NO: 06104

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, For Federal aided projects; bidders must register with
the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue, prior to the time of contract
execution. Appropriate proof of registration should be provided to NJDOT as soon as
possible after receipt of the Notice of Award.

Pursuant to the “Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et
seq. (P.L. 2003, c. 91), bidders must register with the New Jersey Department of Labor,
Division of Wage and Hour Compliance.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the contract award.

Drawings and specifications for the proposed work are available at Bid Express
website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe follow the
instructions on the website. The fee is $35.00 per month for unlimited access to view and
download the documents and additional $95.00 per month for unlimited access to
download the plans, directly payable to Bid Express.

Drawings, special provisions, and bid documents may be inspected (BUT NOT
OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 2/23/06, 3/2/06 and 3/9/06, The Leader Fee: $198.90

Discovering

New Worlds

The

Wardlaw-

Hartridge School

1295 Inman Avenue
Edison, NJ 08820

www.whschool.org

NEXT
ADMISSION

INFORMATION
SESSION:

April 12, 2006
9 to 11 a.m.

R.S.V.P by calling
(908) 754-1882 x 155

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-16568-05
FILE NO. 9235-05

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
BRENDA JOYCE RIVERS;
JOHN DOE HUSBAND OF
BRENDA JOYCE RIVERS,
SAID NAME JOHN DOE BE-
ING FICTITIOUS; MARTIN
MACK; CLAUDETTE MACK;
JOAN W. RIVERS;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
& FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is 290 US Highway 46
West, DENVILLE, NEW JERSEY 07834,
an Answer to the Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which WACHOVIA CUST FOR
PLYM PK TAX SERV is the plaintiff and
EDDIE LEE RIVERS, ET ALS; are defen-
dants, pending in the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket No. F-16568-
05 within thirty-five (35) days after Febru-
ary 23, 2006 exclusive of such date. If you
fail to answer or appear in accordance
with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may
be rendered against you for relief de-
manded in the Complaint. You shall file
your Answer and Proof of Service in dupli-
cate with the Clerk of the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex -
CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in
accordance with the Rules of Civil Prac-
tice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may
communicate with the Lawyer Referral
Service of the County of Venue and that if
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
communicate with the Legal Services Of-
fice of the County of Venue. The tele-
phone number of such agencies are as
follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-353-
4715 - Legal Services Office 908-354-
4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate: 1. A certain tax certificate
03-046, recorded on 7/7/2003, made by
JOSEPH P. SKELLY , Collector of Taxes
of HILLSIDE, and State of New Jersey to
WACHOVIA CUST FOR PLYM PK TAX
SERV and subsequently assigned to plain-
tiff, WACHOVIA CUST FOR PLYM PK
TAX SERV. This covers real estate lo-
cated in HILLSIDE, County of UNION, and
State of New Jersey, known as LOT 56
BLOCK 1003 as shown on the Tax As-
sessment Map and Tax Map duplicate of
HILLSIDE and concerns premises com-
monly known as 85 WILLIAMSON AV-
ENUE, HILLSIDE, New Jersey.

YOU, BRENDA JOYCE RIVERS, are
made party defendant to the above fore-
closure action because you are the owner
of a property which is the subject of the
above entitled action.

YOU, JOHN DOE HUSBAND OF
BRENDA JOYCE RIVERS, SAID NAME
JOHN DOE BEING FICTITIOUS, are
made party defendant to the above fore-
closure action because plaintiff has been
unable to determine whether defendant
BRENDA JOYCE RIVERS is married, and
if married, the name of BRENDA JOYCE
RIVERS’s spouse. If BRENDA JOYCE
RIVERS is married, the plaintiff joins JOHN
DOE HUSBAND OF BRENDA JOYCE
RIVERS, SAID NAME JOHN DOE BEING
FICTITIOUS as a defendant for any pos-
sessory or marital rights you may have.

YOU, MARTIN MACK and CLAUDETTE
MACK, are made party defendant to the
above foreclosure action because on Janu-
ary 17, 1975, Eddie Lee Rivers and Joan
Rivers, executed a mortgage to Martin
Mack and Claudette Mack in the amount
of $2,500.00, which mortgage was re-
corded on Janaury 22, 1975 in the UNION
County Clerk’s/Register’s Office in Mort-
gage Book 3048 at page 566. Said mort-
gage is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, JOAN W. RIVERS, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on August 19, 1993, a child sup-
port judgment was entered in the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Union County, by
Union Co Bd Social Servs and Joan W.
Rivers against Eddie L. Rivers disclosing
a debt. Said judgment was entered as
Judgment No. J-141997-1993,
CS80546613A. Said judgment is subordi-
nate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED: February 17, 2006

Donald F. Phelan,Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
1 T - 2/23/06, The Leader Fee: $94.35

By DAVID DELLA FERA
Westfield High School English teacher

There we were, the student and I,
poring over her draft of a paper on
Kafka’s “The Metamorphosis,” try-
ing to determine how she could more
precisely explain the nature of Gregor
Samsa’s relationship with his younger
sister, when out of the blue the stu-
dent asked me with the all the subtlety
of the 7:20 a.m. warning bell:

“Don’t you get sick of reading the
same thing every year?”

It is a question that has been asked
of English teachers ever since the
word “curriculum” entered the lan-
guage, and it is usually delivered in
one of three ways: with utter baffle-
ment, with heartfelt pity or with genu-
ine curiosity. Having just finished a
lesson on subtext with a class reading
“Macbeth,” I recognized the third in
her voice, and answered as I always
do, with mild amusement and total
sincerity:

“No.”
Something about the simple truth

in that answer seemed to please her,
and without any need of further ex-
planation we carried on with our work.

Had I felt the need to continue, I
would have said something like the
following: Any novel, story, play or
poem worth studying in class should
be worth reading time and time again,
not only because of its own merits but
because of the possibilities it offers
every new group of students. What
one comes to realize as an English
teacher is that each student, even the
one who seems most resistant, ap-
proaches each novel, story, play, or
poem with the expectation that it holds
something for him or her, some truth
or some reflection or some irresist-
ible word-magic.

Everything a teacher does in the
classroom should be designed to help
the student discover what that some-

Not The Same Old Story

P.E.O. Announces Educ.
Loan Fund For Women

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Chapter As of P.E.O. has announced
the availability of a 2 percent low
interest educational loan fund for
Central New Jersey women entering
their junior or senior year in college
or pursuing graduate work. P.E.O., a
philanthropic and educational orga-
nization, established the loan fund in
1907 to lend money to worthy women
students to assist them in securing a
higher education.

A local P.E.O. chapter must spon-
sor the recipients of the loan, which is
available in installments totaling a
maximum of $9,000. The Westfield
chapter initially has targeted up to
two women to sponsor each year for
this program. The chapter will make
its sponsorship selection based on an
applicant’s financial need, academic
excellence, outstanding contributions

to the community and a commitment
to higher education. The international
P.E.O. chapter must then approve the
loan application.

Applications are processed year-
round. The average processing time
is approximately three months from
candidate selection to financing. Can-
didates applying for the loan must be
either a citizen or legal permanent
resident of the United States or
Canada. Eligible participants must
have two co-signers for the loan and
the applicant may not currently be
involved in bankruptcy proceedings
or discharged from bankruptcy within
the last three years.

For further information, go to
www.peointernational.org. Interested
women should contact the chapter to
confirm eligibility at
asnjpeo@yahoo.com.

thing is. After all, each of us remem-
bers making similar discoveries, and
each of us understands the impor-
tance of continuing to do so. Other-
wise, who could possibly care any
longer about Gulliver’s travels,
Gatsby’s greatness, or red wheelbar-
rows next to white chickens?

Helping students to make their own
discoveries is not always an easy task.
As an English teacher you try to
present things in interesting, relevant
and fresh ways; you try to stress that
language is both an art form and a tool
for communication; you try to elicit
excitement, empathy, laughter, tears
or outrage from the printed and spo-
ken word. You try to do justice to the
work and to your students, but the
extent of your success is difficult to
gauge or quantify outside of grades
and test scores.

Thinking about sheer numbers, I
decided to take a look through my
record book to review what I had
graded so far this year. The tally was
476 essays; 601 tests and quizzes;
439 short stories, poems, plays, and
memoirs; and hundreds of homework
assignments. I had held more than
200 individual writing conferences.
Somewhere in all of that, I hoped,
more than a few kids had made some
important discoveries of their own.

I said none of this to the student
diligently working on her “Metamor-
phosis” paper. In a little while she
made a breakthrough. What’s impor-
tant, she said, is that Gregor, the main
character, eventually becomes inci-
dental, almost beside the point. We’re
supposed to focus on his younger
sister, the girl who, in the end, stretches
out with all the possibility and won-
der her future holds.

“Good job,” I said.

Will More People Watch
The Olympics’ Final Days?

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

By ELENA TINFOW
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader and The Times

An athlete stands atop the podium
and a medal is placed around his
neck. Competitors from two other
countries are on either side of him.
The national anthem of his country
plays as everyone cheers. Many tears
are shed as life-long dreams come
true.

Events such as this occur every two
years for about 17 days, when either
the summer or the winter Olympics is
held. The sad part, though, is that here
in the United States, the Olympics are
not the most-watched program on
television. Regular programming has
held more viewers throughout the
week. On certain days, the Olympics
have held their own, but on other
days, the normal programs have
beaten them in the ratings.

This year in Torino, about 2600
athletes are competing in seven dif-
ferent sports: Biathlon, Bobsleigh,
Curling, Ice Hockey, Luge, Skating
and Skiing to win 84 gold medals.
Twenty-six-hundred people are all
competing for eternal athletic glory,
but only about 10 percent of them
will actually earn a medal. About 3
percent of them will win gold.

The Olympics games have been
around for over 2000 years, since the
first were held in 776 BCE. Though
the events have changed, and now
there are summer and winter compe-

titions, the spirit of the games has
remained intact. The competitors are
still looking to go down in history as
the best athletes in their event. They
still strive for that moment when they
will be able to claim that they are the
greatest.

They always search for the time
when they can stand atop the podium
and hear their national anthem play-
ing in the background. They hope
that one day their entire country will
be proud of them and how the country
competed against the world. When
they return home, they can come back
to millions of people who cheered
them on and who are proud of them.

One of the most desperate situa-
tions is that of well-known athletes
who have emerged victorious in many
competitions but have not won gold
at the Olympics, like Michelle Kwan.
This year, nothing did more sadden-
ing than seeing a great athlete have to
give up her dream because of an in-
jury.

The Olympics are over very shortly;
the last day of competition is Febru-
ary 26. The finals of the ever-popular
figure skating have still not taken
place. Hopefully, in these final few
days, more people will watch athletes
fulfilling their dreams and going down
in history.

Elena, a sophomore, attends the
Union County Magnet School.

Rowan Announces Fall
2005 Dean’s List

AREA – Several local students
earned recognition on the Rowan
University fall 2005 Dean’s List for
earning a 3.45 grade point average.
The students include:

Fanwood’s Elizabeth Black, Jenni-
fer Nigro, Matthew Ruggieri and
Allison Williams majoring in Psy-
chology, Communication, Law/Jus-
tice and Collaborative Education, re-
spectively, Mountainside’s Brian
Wolford majoring in Mechanical
Engineering, Scotch Plains’ Erin
Sullivan majoring in Education and
Westfield’s Robert Jahn and Justin
Tullo majoring in History and Com-
munication, respectively.

Justin Tullo Earns
Dean’s List Status

WESTFIELD – Justin Tullo of
Westfield was recently named to the
Dean’s List of Rowan University for
the fall semester. Justin, a freshman,
graduated from Westfield High school
in 2005 and is majoring in Radio,
Television and Film production.

To be eligible for the Dean’s List, a
student must have a grade point aver-
age of 3.4 or higher. Justin is the son
of Stephen and Diane Tullo.

Cognetti Graduates
From Bloomsburg

WESTFIELD –Westfield’s Elisa
Cognetti recently graduated from
Bloomsburg University with a
Bachelor of Science in Education
degree in Elementary Education.

Franklin Enjoys
Chinese New Year

WESTFIELD – First grade stu-
dents at Franklin Elementary School
in Westfield took part in a Chinese
New Year Celebration for 2006, the
Year of the Dog. They learned about
Chinese customs and traditions, mak-
ing lanterns and practicing how to
write Chinese symbols. The celebra-
tion was highlighted with their par-
ticipation in a dragon parade through-
out the school, which included rib-
bon dancers, Chinese drums and fan
dancers. Students wore red and some
dressed in traditional Chinese cos-
tumes. The Franklin PTO and Cul-
tural Arts Committee organized the
event.

Scheduling Now For The April 1st Exam

LEWIS SEAGULL 908-928-9386

SAT WRITING TUTOR

College Professor of English Composition • Certified by College Board

Emphasis on Writing the Essay Under Pressure

Crash Course for SAT Verbal

One-On-One Instruction

5 Sessions - $300.00

  

Dent istr y for Infants, Chi ldren,  
Adolescents and Specia l Needs

Philip P. Graye, Jr., D.D.S.
NJ Specialty License #2487

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified, NJ Specialty License #3983

Our newly renovated office features:

Game Room • Fish Tank • Reading Room • TV’s

New Patients Welcome
We are available for class trips

555 Westfield Avenue • Westfield, NJ 07090
www.kidsandsmiles.com • 908-232-1231

Amith Majumdar, D.M.D.
NJ Specialty License #5678

Westfield 
Pediatric
Dental Group
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– Obituaries –

Evelyn O’Connor, 92
Evelyn Anna O’Connor, 92, of

Ormond Beach, Fla. died on Sunday,
February 12, at Bishop’s Glen Health
Care Center in Holly Hill, Fla.

Born in New York City, she had
lived in Scotch Plains prior to moving
to Ormond Beach in 1991.

Mrs. O’Connor was a former mem-
ber of the Messiah Lutheran Church
in Plainfield.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, William O’Connor.

Private arrangements were by the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood.

February 23, 2006

Margaret Harrington, 97, Was Lector;
Served on Notre Dame Library Council

John Apgar, 89, Passaic Zoning Officer;
Was Navy Veteran of World War II

Kenneth R. Terry, 85, Retired Salesman;
Was Army Medic During World War II

Kenneth R. Terry, 85, of Scotch
Plains died on Monday, February 20,
at his home.

Born in Scotch Plains, he had lived
in Westfield for many years before

moving back to Scotch Plains many
years ago.

Mr. Terry had worked as a sales-
man for several trucking companies
throughout New Jersey, retiring in
1983.

He was a United States Army vet-
eran, having served as a medic in the
Philippines during World War II, and
was a member of American Legion
Martin Wallberg Post No. 3 in
Westfield.

He was predeceased by a brother,
William Terry.

Surviving is a brother, Edward Terry
of Mountainside.

Funeral services were held yester-
day, Wednesday, February 22, at the
Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield. Interment fol-
lowed at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

February 23, 2006

John N. Apgar, 89, of Westfield
died on Saturday, February 11, at
Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Newark, he had lived in
Madison for 40 years before moving
to Whiting. He lived in Westfield for
the past 12 years.

Mr. Apgar had been a zoning of-
ficer for Passaic Township in
Millington for five years prior to re-
tiring in 1987.

He was a United States Navy vet-
eran of World War II and a member of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

He was predeceased by his wife,

Henrietta H. Apgar, in 1997.
Surviving are a son, John D. Apgar

of Gaithersburg, Md.; three daugh-
ters, Joyce Luy of Ellicott City, Md.,
Joanne Ketch of Spring, Tex. and
Janice A. Wyckoff of Rahway; a sis-
ter, Joyce Williams of Vermont; eight
grandchildren and a great-grandchild.

A memorial service will be held at
noon on Saturday, March 4, in the
Chapel of The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield. Burial of cremains will
follow in the Revolutionary Cem-
etery in Westfield.

Arrangements are by the Gray Fu-
neral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

February 23, 2006

Margaret M. Harrington, 97, died
on Saturday, February 11, at home in
the Green Hill Retirement Commu-
nity in West Orange.

Born in Indianapolis, Ind., she had
lived in Mountainside from 1939 to
1994, when she moved to Green Hill.

A founding member of the Our
Lady of Lourdes Roman Catholic

Church in Mountainside, Mrs.
Harrington served as a lector at the
church for many years.

She was a former member of the
Library Council of the University of
Notre Dame in Indiana and of the
Laurel League of Plainfield.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Paul J. Harrington, Sr., and by
a grandson, Timothy Paul Harrington.

Surviving are four sons, Paul J.
Harrington, Jr. of Pinole, Calif., James
H. Harrington of Cranford, John C.
Harrington of Northborough, Mass.
and J. Timothy Harrington of Madi-
son; two daughters, Mary Post of
Mountainside and Margaret MacNeill
of New Providence; 19 grandchil-
dren and 28 great-grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Wednesday, February 15,
at the Our Lady of Lourdes Church.
Interment took place at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to a favorite charity.

February 23, 2006

Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

Hillside Cemetery 
Scotch Plains 

908.756.1729 

www.hillsidecemetery.com 

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED

VIRGIN:  (Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven.  Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother.  Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth!  I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity.  There
are none that can withstand your
power.  Oh, show me herein you are
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee.  Holy Mother, I
place this cause in your hands (3X).
Holy Spirit, you who solve all prob-
lems, light all roads so that I can
attain my goal.  You who gave me
the divine gift to forgive and forget
all evil against me and that in all
instances in my life you are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank you for the things as you
confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine. The
person must say this prayer three
consecutive days. After three days,
the request will be granted. This
prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. K.M.C.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

SPECIAL MEETING

The Westfield Planning Board will meet
at a special meeting on Thursday, March
9, 2006 in Council Chambers in the
Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
8:00 p.m. to hear and consider the follow-
ing application for preliminary and final
major site plan approval with variances:

05-09(V) 751 CENTRAL AVENUE,
L.L.C., 751 CENTRAL AV-
ENUE, BLOCK 4001, LOT
96.01 SEEKING PRELIMI-
NARY AND FINAL MAJOR
SITE PLAN APPROVAL WITH
VARIANCES. APPLICANT
SEEKS TO CONSTRUCT A
THIRD STORY ON AN EXIST-
ING TWO STORY BUILDING
AND TO CONSTRUCT A
THIRD STORY ADDITION TO
THE REAR OF THE EXISTING
BUILDING, AN EXISTING DE-
TACHED GARAGE TO BE
DEMOLISHED. PROPOSED
BUILDING WILL INCLUDE A
BANK, WITH TWO DRIVE-UP
LANES ON THE FIRST
FLOOR, COMMERCIAL AND/
OR PROFESSIOANL OF-
FICES ON THE SECOND
FLOOR AND THREE RESI-
DENTIAL APARTMENTS ON
THE THIRD FLOOR.  THE
EXISTING PARKING TO BE
EXPANDED AND
RECONFIGURED AND TO
MAKE VARIOUS OTHER IM-
PROVEMENTS RELATED TO
DRAINAGE, LANDSCAPING,
LIGHTING, SIGNAGE, ETC.
Applicant seeks variances from
the following:
List of New C.40:55D70c Vari-
ances Requested:
Section 11.28G.7 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance lim-
its the height of principal build-
ings for mixed residential and
non-residential use to no more
then 38 feet.  Applicant pro-
poses 40 feet.
Section 11.28G.11 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance lim-
its the coverage by all improve-
ments to no more than 70% of
percent of the lot area.  Appli-
cant proposes 85% of lot area.
Sections 16.04E.1.b and
16.04E.2.b of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance limits
height of wall signs on the
ground floor to no more than 12
feet.  Applicant proposes two
wall signs at a height of ±14
feet.
Sections 17.02A.1, 17.02B
and 17.02C Land Use Ordi-
nance. Ordinance requires that
the proposed development pro-
vide at least 37, 40 or 42 off-
street parking spaces.  Appli-

cant proposes 28 parking
spaces.
Section 17.03B.5 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance pro-
hibits parking in street side yard.
Applicant proposes 4 spaces.
Section 17.03C.3 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires driveways and parking
areas for non-residential uses
and zones be located 10 feet
from any property located in a
residential zone. Applicant pro-
poses 6.55 feet.
Section 17.03C.5 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires driveways and parking
areas be located at least 2 feet
away. Applicant proposes 0.5
for parking and one foot for drive-
way.
Section 17.10.C of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires level of illumination not to
exceed 0.3 footcandle. Appli-
cant proposes 0.4.
Section 17.10.H of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires light poles be set back 3
feet. Applicant proposes 30
inches (2.5 feet).
Sections 17.11, 1711.A,
17.11.B and 17.11.C of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires parking areas be
screened from view and pro-
tected from damage. Applicant
proposes less screening then
required.
List of Existing Non-Conform-
ing Zoning Conditions:
Section 11.28G.11 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance lim-
its the coverage by all improve-
ments to no more than 70% of
percent of the lot area. Existing
is    ± 81%.
Section 17.03B.5 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance pro-
hibits parking in street side yard.
Existing is 6 parking spaces in
street side yard.
Section 17.03C.3 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Ordinance re-
quires driveways and parking
areas for non-residential uses
and zones be located 10 feet
from any property located in a
residential zone. Existing is 7.1
feet.

Variances, waivers or exceptions form
certain site plan details or relief from re-
quirements may be sought as appropriate.

Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday be-
tween 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Arthur P. Attenasio, L.L.C.
324 East Broad Street

P.O. Box 490
Westfield, New Jersey 07091

(908) 233-6013
1 T - 2/23/06, The Leader Fee: $121.89

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

ORDINANCE NO. 623-2006
INTRO 1/26/2006

FINAL ADOPTION:  2/16/2006

was introduced and passed on first read-
ing by the Board of Chosen Freeholders at
a REGULAR MEETING on January 26,
2006, and said Ordinance has been pub-
lished with Notice of Introduction thereof
and of the time and place fixed for its
further consideration and the Board has
duly held a hearing thereof and has given
all persons interested an opportunity to be
heard.  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-
SOLVED, by the Board of Chosen Free-
holders that said Ordinance be and the
same hereby is finally passed and adopted,
and be it FURTHER RESOLVED, that the
Ordinance published herewith has been
finally adopted on February 16, 2006, and
the 20 day period of limitations within
which a suit, action or proceeding ques-
tioning the validity of such Ordinance can
be commenced has begun to run from the
date of first publication of this statement.

Nicole L. Tedeschi, Clerk of the
Board of Chosen Freeholders

AN ORDINANCE SETTING FEES FOR
UNION COUNTY PARK FACILITIES

FOR THE YEAR 2006

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders of the County of Union as
follows:

1.  That the schedule of fees attached
hereto are hereby adopted as the official
fees for the use of all County Park Facili-
ties.

2.  That this Ordinance shall take effect
at the time and manner provided by law.

3.  That the Clerk of the Board be and is
hereby authorized and directed to publish
the required notice in the appropriate news-
paper of such introduction and of a public
hearing on February 16, 2006 and shall
forward one certified copy, upon final pas-
sage, to each Clerk of all Municipalities
located within the County of Union.

4.  That the plans pertinent to this Ordi-
nance are on file in the Clerk of the Board’s
Office.
1 T - 2/23/06, The Leader Fee: $44.88

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

CHANGE OF MEETING DATE

In compliance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-8D
(Open Public Meetings Act), the Westfield
Board of Adjustment wishes to advise the
public of a meeting change.  The regular
scheduled meeting for April 10, 2006 has
been moved to:

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5, 2006

The meeting will be held in Council
Chambers in the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.

Applications and plans to be considered
at this meeting will be on file in the office of
the Secretary of the Board of Adjustment,
959 North Avenue, West, Westfield, New
Jersey and may be seen Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Lori A. Boyd, Secretary
Westfield Board of Adjustment

1 T - 2/23/06, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RECREATION COMMISSION

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings
Act (Chapter 231, P.L. 1975)  requires that
the Recreation Commission of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains post and maintain
posted throughout the year, a schedule of
its regular meetings,

AND WHEREAS, the Open Public Meet-
ings Act (c. 231, P.L. 1975) also requires
that the Recreation Commission of the
Township of Scotch Plains post and main-
tain posted throughout the year, the sched-
ule of caucus meetings,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE AND IT IS
HEREBY RESOLVED THAT, the Recre-
ation Commission of the Township of
Scotch plains, Union County, adopts the
schedule of regular and caucus meetings
listed below, pursuant to said act;

2006 REGULAR MEETINGS OF THE
RECREATION COMMISSION

8:00 P.M. SCOTCH HILLS
COUNTRY CLUB

820 Jerusalem Road
 Scotch Plains, New Jersey

Jan. 9 July 24
Feb. 13 August 14
March 27 Sept. 11
April 10 Oct. 16
May 8 Nov. 13
June 12 Dec. 11

2006 CAUCUS MEETINGS OF THE
RECREATION COMMISSION

7:30 P.M. ROOM 202
MUNICIPAL BUILDING

430 Park Avenue
 Scotch Plains, New Jersey

Jan. 23 June 26
Feb. 27 Oct. 30
April 24 Nov. 27
May 22

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT,
The Recreation Commission will prohibit
public attendance at any caucus meeting
when items enumerated in C:10:4-12 of
the Open Meetings Act (Chapter 231, P.L.
1975) are to be discussed.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, a
copy of the schedule of regular and cau-
cus meetings will be posted in the offi-
cially-established bulletin board in the
Municipal Building Lobby, 430 Park Av-
enue, Scotch Plains.

I certify that the above is a true and
exact copy of resolution adopted
by the Recreation Commission at
its regularly scheduled meeting on
February 13. 2006.

ED ZAZZALI, CHAIRMAN
Scotch Plains Recreation Commission

1 T - 2/23/06, The Times Fee: $55.08

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT
FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BY

THE BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

RESOLUTION 06-02-37

CONTRACTOR: Kupper Associates; 15
Stelton Road, Piscataway, New Jersey
08855-0036

NATURE OF SERVICE: Professional
Engineering Services/Reconstruction of
LaGrande Park Ball Field Bid Award and
Construction Phases

DURATION: For a period ending no
later than December 31, 2006

AMOUNT: Not to Exceed $23,900.00
A Copy of the Resolution and Contract

relating to the services are on file and
available for public inspection in the office
of the Borough Clerk, 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 2/23/06, The Times Fee: $20.40

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 06-04-R

AND PUBLIC HEARING

An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on February 14, 2006. Copies of
this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through
Friday.

This ordinance amends Section 8 of
Chapter 184, Land Use, by revising vari-
ous definitions relating to the fronts
and sides of properties and related to
issues of coverage.

This ordinance is scheduled for adop-
tion on March 14, 2006, 7:30 P.M. Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 2/23/06, The Times Fee: $21.93

John Buldo, Sr., 88, Army Veteran;
Had Owned NJ Solid Waste Co. Inc.

John Buldo, Sr., 88, of Westfield
died on Tuesday, February 21, at his
residence.

Born in Pescopagano, Italy, he
came to the United States in 1933
and settled in Westfield.

Mr. Buldo had owned New Jersey
Solid Waste Co. Inc. of Westfield
for 40 years prior to retiring in 1983.

A United States Army veteran of
World War II, he served as a heavy
machine gunner with H Company
361st Infantry.

Mr. Buldo was a member of the
Pesco Paganese Society-Casa Co-
lombo of Millburn and the Madonna
DiMonte Mauro Club of East Or-
ange.

He was predeceased by a brother,
Michael Buldo.

Surviving are his wife of 66 years,
Annette Gonnella; a daughter,

Theresa Kay; two sons, Anthony
Buldo and John Buldo, Jr.; a sister,
Ann Mauti; two brothers, Patrick
Buldo and Joseph Buldo; five grand-
children and six great-grandchil-
dren.

A Funeral Mass will be offered at
10 a.m. tomorrow, Friday, February
24, at the Holy Trinity Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield. Visi-
tation will be from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9
p.m. today, Thursday, February 23,
at the Rossi Funeral Home in Scotch
Plains. Interment will take place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Center For Hope Hos-
pice, 1900 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076. Letters of con-
dolence also will be accepted at
rossifh@comcast.net.

February 23, 2006

Elizabeth W. Eitel, 92
Elizabeth W. Eitel, 92, of Westfield

died on Wednesday, February 15, at
the Delaire Nursing Home in Linden.

Born in Waterbury, Conn., she lived
in Westfield all of her life.

A member of the 1942 graduating
class of the Franklin School of Nurs-
ing in Newark, Mrs. Eitel had worked
as a private duty nurse in the Westfield
area for more than 35 years, retiring
in 1977.

She is survived by a sister, Marga-
ret Corby.

Services were held on Friday, Feb-
ruary 17, at the Gray Funeral Home,
318 East Broad Street in Westfield.
Interment followed at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

February 23, 2006

IHM Plans Sessions
Of ‘Why Catholic?’

SCOTCH PLAINS – The small,
community-based program entitled
“Why Catholic?” will begin the week
of Sunday, February 26, at the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.

Day or evening sessions will be
held on various days and will con-
tinue throughout the weeks of Lent.
Using “The Profession of Faith: What
We Believe” material, sessions will
focus on helping deepen Catholic
adults’ understanding of the complexi-
ties of their faith and applying these
beliefs to everyday life.

The Immaculate Heart of Mary
Church is located at 1571 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. For further
information, please call the Parish
Center at (908) 889-2100.

The Arc of Union County
To Hold Candlelight Ball

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Arc of
Union County will hold its 42nd An-
nual Candlelight Ball on Saturday,
April 8, at L’Affaire in Mountainside.
There will be a cocktail reception at 7
p.m., with the dinner and awards pre-
sentation to begin at 8 p.m.

Beverly Roberts, who for the past
17 years has been The Arc of New
Jersey’s Director of Mainstreaming
Medical Care, will be honored during
the event with the 2006 Community
Service Award.

Mrs. Roberts has been contribut-
ing to the welfare of individuals with
developmental disabilities for over
30 years, having served as an admin-
istrator, health care advocate, news-
letter editor and counselor.

An advocate who helps ensure that
health care providers are educated
about the special needs of persons
with disabilities, she also acts as a
resource to help consumers and their
families resolve problems related to
Medicaid managed care.

The Kendall Park resident travels
throughout New Jersey helping to
educate professionals, providers and
families who are seeking understand-
ing and guidance.

Additionally, Mrs. Roberts spear-

heads the Healthy Times newsletter
and the Annual Conference on Medi-
cal Care for Persons with Develop-
mental Disabilities.

Offered through The Arc of New
Jersey, both are designed to help health
care professionals, staff from pro-
vider agencies and caregivers expand
their knowledge and to provide in-
creased access and a coordinated ap-
proach to medical care for people
with developmental disabilities.

Area residents and members of the
business community are invited to
attend the event, which will feature
dinner, dancing and celebration. For
ticket price and/or advertising infor-
mation, please call (973) 315-0000.
Additional information on The Arc of
Union County and The Arc of New
Jersey are available on their respec-
tive websites, www.arcnj.org and
www.arcunion.org.

Arboretum to Conduct
Maple Sugar Program
SUMMIT – The Reeves-Reed Ar-

boretum, located at 165 Hobart Av-
enue in Summit, will present a family
program on maple sugaring on Satur-
day, February 25.

Participants will learn how to iden-
tify a sugar maple tree and tap it for its
sap. Indoors, they will be able to
watch the sap boil down into syrup
and then taste the result.

Demonstrations are scheduled be-
ginning at 9 a.m. The fee for the pro-
gram is $5 per person. Children under
two will be admitted for free. Pancake
breakfasts will be available starting at
8:15 a.m. for an additional fee.

The arboretum also offers hands-
on after-school Family Fun work-
shops designed to educate children
about nature in a fun format. Those
pre-school age through second grade
are eligible for the classes, which run
on Mondays and Fridays from 3:30 to
4:30 p.m.

Pre-registration is required for the
Family Fun workshops, maple sugar-
ing and pancake breakfasts. Inter-
ested individuals are asked to call
(908) 273-8787, extension no. 15.

Second WF Senior Citizens
To Reopen Waiting List

WESTFIELD – The Second
Westfield Senior Citizens Housing Cor-
poration has announced the opening of
its waiting list. Beginning on Monday,
March 13, and ending Friday, March
24, applications for tenancy can be
picked up weekdays between 10 a.m.
and 4 p.m. at 1129 Boynton Avenue.
They must be returned by 4 p.m. on
Friday, April 7, or postmarked no later
than Wednesday, April 5.

“We are delighted to respond to the
many calls and visits asking us for an
opportunity to apply for these afford-
able senior units,” said Ruth Smith,
the corporation’s executive director.

Sitting on 8.5 acres of land on

Boynton Avenue, this three-story
building is designed for seniors, and
the grounds are designed with the
safety, security and special needs of
the residents in mind.

“Our mission,” said Ms. Smith, “is
to promote and prolong the contin-
ued independence of older adults by
providing special programs and sup-
portive services to meet their needs.”

Second Westfield is funded through
low-income housing tax credits. Ap-
plicants must be 62 years old or older,
and their maximum annual income
must be $33,720 or below for a single-
person household or $38,520 or lower
for a two-person household.

For more information, please call
the office at (908) 518-9586.

Community News
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Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TIMES…At a recent rehearsal of How to Succeed in Business Without
Really Trying, Matt Forman, left, and Andrew Bellasari of Scotch Plains, practice
a dance move with Kyle English of Cranford in the musical number, “Brother-
hood of Man.” The 1967 musical will be presented at The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School in Edison during early March.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

The Pink Panther:
Not The Cat’s Meow

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
2 popcorns

While ardent fans of the Pink Pan-
ther films directed by Blake Edwards
and starring Peter Sellers might
scream sacrilege, the less emotion-
ally invested might find something of
worth in the latest reprise. Not much,
mind you, but something. To dis-
cover more in this misfiring homage
and supposed prequel to the 1964
original, one would indeed have to
possess the guileless optimism of its
main character.

If nothing else, Steve Martin in the
role of the indefatigably bumbling
inspector Jacques Clouseau, assigned
to track down the killer of a famed
soccer coach whilst also recovering
the Pink Panther diamond, is a hoot.
He entertainingly reminds us just what
a versatile and talented comedian he
is. Problem is, you can take that quali-
fication literally. There is virtually
nothing else to recommend this movie.

Steve Martin and a committee of
screenwriters failed to pen a witty
script. Having no so-called ball to run
with and evidently possessed of no
superhuman directorial abilities, film-
maker Shawn Levy fails to rise above
the morass. And just to add insult to
injury, the Panther redux squanders
some truly terrific talent in the bar-
gain.

Certainly this latest Clouseau em-
braces the comic heritage of the origi-
nator. But what’s truly a credit to
Martin’s judgment and ability is that
he manages to make the portrayal
both a tribute to Sellers and a panoply
of his own skills without ever directly
mimicking his predecessor. Rather, it
is an interpretation, a proper varia-
tion on a theme imbued with that
loveable persona Mr. Martin is so

adept at bringing to the screen.
As such, there’s no mistaking a

touch of Chaplin and a dab of Keaton
in his clown. He is part sad sack, part
king…a fool in search of recognition
and dignity no matter what seem-
ingly unconquerable obstacles are
tossed in his path.

However, there is an extra ingredi-
ent here. It is the serendipitous trait
that differentiates the species
Clouseau from the garden-variety
schlimazels of his genus. You see, the
humorously maladroit inspector is a
success despite himself. The happy
implication being that there is hidden
greatness in all good folk.

Unfortunately, despite these tac-
itly acknowledged abilities, Martin’s
oddball everyman has no power to
likewise make redemptive the perfor-
mances of his fellow cast members.
Save for Emily Mortimer as Nicole,
the geeky but pretty secretary who
unreservedly believes in Clouseau,
there is nary a supportive portrayal
worth mentioning.

For all these reasons, artistic and
technical, director Levy’s much less
than purr-fect copycat will only please
viewers under 15 and very dedicated
Steve Martin fans. However, there’s
another factor, an ironic clue to the
film’s destined failure that perhaps
only Clouseau himself might have
picked up on. This being the 10th
official film in the series, it may just
be that The Pink Panther has used up
its nine lives.

* * * * * * *

The Pink Panther, rated PG, is a
Sony Pictures Entertainment release
directed by Shawn Levy and stars
Steve Martin, Jean Reno and Emily
Mortimer. Running time: 92 minutes.

DANCE DANCE REVOLUTION…Westfield Summer Workshop dance teacher
Irene Ulesky teaches students a routine in the popular dance/pom class.

Westfield Summer Workshop
Celebrates 35th Anniversary
WESTFIELD – Since the summer

of 1972, thousands of area children
have had the experience of participat-
ing in a distinctive and comprehen-
sive fine and performing arts pro-
gram, which will celebrate its 35th
anniversary this summer.

The Westfield Summer Workshop
began in response to parent and stu-
dent interest in having options for
children to pursue music activities
throughout the summer. Dr. Ted
Schlosberg, a young music teacher in
the Westfield Public Schools, an-
swered that response. He devised a
five-week program, the Westfield
band-orchestra-chorus summer work-
shop, which was first held at Westfield
High School, and later at both Edison
and Roosevelt Intermediate Schools.
The program, in that initial year, was
attended by approximately 100 stu-
dents and staffed by 20 teachers.

The following year, the program
grew to encompass musical theater,
and eventually drama and dance. In
1974, a department of fine arts and
crafts was added. Succeeding years
saw the inclusion of various creative
disciplines in language, writing, spe-
cial interests and pre-school.

Today, the Westfield Summer
Workshop generally enrolls 450 to
500 students and is staffed by ap-
proximately 40 to 45 classroom teach-
ers. Its course selections have evolved
to include such classes as architec-
ture, basketry, graphic design, scrap
booking, magic, TV production,
chess, fencing, Irish dance, crime
scene investigation, cooking and com-
puters. This summer, the workshop
will be held from Tuesday, June 27 to

Friday, July 28 at Edison Intermedi-
ate School in Westfield.

Eighty-three individual courses are
being offered, including pre-school
and kindergarten self-contained work-
shops and two major musical produc-
tions, Seussical and Carousel.
Degreed and/or certified teachers,
experienced performers and profes-
sional artists and musicians teach
classes. An afternoon program is also
available in conjunction with the
Westfield Y.

To celebrate the growth and suc-
cess of this non-profit organization,
the WSW is holding an art contest for
registered students to draw something
illustrating their reasons for enjoying
the workshop. Thirty-five winners will
receive a free ticket to this summer’s
production of Seussical.

A second drawing will be held for a
registered student to win a free tuition
for the current summer. The winner
will be announced at the Arts Festival in
July and that child’s family will receive
reimbursement for the 2006 tuition.

WSW brochures are currently be-
ing mailed to households with chil-
dren in Westfield, Mountainside,
Fanwood, Scotch Plains, Cranford,
Clark, Garwood, North Edison, War-
ren and Watchung.

For a brochure or more details
on the Westfield Summer Work-
shop, call the special WSW num-
ber (908) 518-1551 or visit the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
office at 150-152 East Broad
Street, Westfield. Also, log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com
for information on all NJWA pro-
grams.

Ethel Washington Book Celebrates
County Black Americans in Images

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – The history of Union
County’s Black Americans is rich and
vibrant, and one that dates back to the
days when New Jersey was ruled by
its first royal governor, Philip Carteret.

The contributions made by Union
County Black Americans to medicine,
history, education, culture, religion and
other fields are numerous and varied,
and play an important role in the his-
tory of the county.

A recently published
book, “Union County
Black Americans,”
chronicles in photo-
graphs and drawings the
stories of black men,
women and families
whose efforts and ac-
complishments have
contributed to Union
County’s rich history.

“Union County Black
Americans” is filled with
black and white photo-
graphs, among them
snapshots of weddings,
graduations, anniversa-
ries, reunions and
gravesites depicting the
lives of Union County Black Ameri-
cans.

The book introduces us to Jude and
her daughter, Sarah, both black ser-
vants of John Denman, the first white
settler in Cranford.

Officer James “Austin” Saunders
graduated Plainfield High School
around 1900 and became the city’s first
black police officer. The book shows a
picture of him dressed smartly in his
patrolman’s uniform, standing next to
his bicycle near the Babcock Building.

A photograph of the Lattimore fam-
ily attending the swearing-in cer-
emony of the Reverend Everett C.
Lattimore as Union County’s first
black freeholder in 1970 also is fea-
tured in this book.

Another photograph shows Westfield
physician and board of trustees’ mem-
ber Dr. Howard Brock grinning widely
for the camera at the Westfield Com-
munity Center’s groundbreaking cer-
emony in the late 1940s.

Dr. Charles C. Polk
had a busy medical
practice in Roselle for
over 50 years, and im-
ages of his family are
highlighted in the book
as well.

In 1967, the Ameri-
can Mothers Commit-
tee chose his wife, Ol-
ive Mae Bond Polk, as
New Jersey State
Mother of the Year. In
1992, two years after
Dr. Polk’s death, a
Roselle elementary
school was renamed in
his honor. A picture of
the school is included
in this book.

Ethel M. Washington, the history
programs coordinator for Union
County’s Division of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, is the author of the
book.

Ms. Washington, a Union County
resident, undertook the book project
independent of her position for the
county, which she has held since 2001.

“As a member of the black commu-
nity, I felt it was my responsibility to
write this book,” she stated.

She explained how it took about
eight months to investigate, research
and compile the approximately 200
photographs in the book.

The images came from historical
societies, churches, public institutions
and private collections.

Ms. Washington has long been an
advocate of the study of black history
and culture. She is a 30-year collector
of black art and artifacts.

In 1993, she established the Afri-
can American Design Archive of the
Cooper-Hewitt National Design Mu-
seum at the Smithsonian Institute.

“Union County Black Americans”
is available from area bookstores or
online.

Community Libraries Meet
Variety of Patron Needs

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA – Public libraries used to
serve a sole purpose in the commu-
nity – providing books for pleasure
reading and research.

Those days are long gone. Today’s
public library is much more than
books. With a wide range of expanded
services, such as lectures on medical
issues and tax preparation help, li-
braries – especially those in Union
County – are losing the “books only”
association and becoming more like
mini-community centers. This is lead-
ing to an interaction between librar-
ies and their communities in ways
never before explored.

For example, Meg Kolaya, director
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
(SPPL), reported an ongoing rela-
tionship with the public school sys-
tem. In conjunction with Dr. Carol
Choye, superintendent of schools,
SPPL is working on a joint mission to
academically support public school
educators.

One way SPPL is strengthening its
bond with the school system is by
running workshops and assisting
teachers with reserve books and class
pages. SPPL also recently renovated
its children’s reading room.

In addition, this past April, SPPL
entered into a Shared Services Part-
nership with the Fanwood Memorial
Library. This arrangement allows both
libraries to share computerized data
and hardware, resulting in an avail-
ability of more than 120,000 items
between the two libraries. Residents
of either municipality can take ad-
vantage of the services at both librar-
ies, regardless of where they reside.

Dan Weiss, director of the
Fanwood Memorial Library, empha-
sizes that, along with books, public
libraries typically offer public ac-
cess to the Internet and computers,
online databases, DVDs, CDs and
videocassettes. In addition, Mr.
Weiss said that most Union County
libraries offer reciprocal borrowing
with almost every other library in
Union County, and many in
Middlesex County as well.

“Books are still a big part of what
we do despite all the new directions
we embrace,” explained Mr. Weiss.

Miriam Bein, director of the
Mountainside Public Library (MPL),
told The Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood that
the last few months have seen an
increase in interest in adult programs
at her library.

As one of the ways of meeting this
need, on Tuesday, March 28, at 7
p.m., Dr. Frank Ancona, a professor

at Sussex County Community Col-
lege, will present “The DaVinci Code:
Fact or Fiction?” Also, author, record
producer and music historian Chuck
Granata will give two presentations
at MPL, both musically oriented.

On Tuesday, April 18, at 7 p.m., he
will present “Behind the Music with
Frank Sinatra,” and on Thursday, May
25, at 7 p.m., he will offer “Behind
the Music with the Beach Boys.”

Future activities at the Clark Pub-
lic Library (CPL) will take place in a
brand new building. According to
Maureen Baker Wilkinson, the new
library is double the size of the old
facility and contains additional space
for meetings. Also, CPL has expanded
its children’s programs and now of-
fers online book clubs and an elec-
tronic newsletter.

“We are 30 percent busier than
before the addition,” said Ms.
Wilkinson.

The largest library in the area in
terms of collections is the Plainfield
Public Library (PPL), according to
Library Director Joe Darold. Mr.
Darold also reported the PPL has the
largest collection of local history re-
sources, as well as the largest literacy
program in the county. PPL’s build-
ing recently received an upgrade of a
new sound system and screen.

“There are many exciting things
happening at the Westfield Memorial
Library,” (WML) enthused Tammy
Lee, library publicist. One program
that will occur this spring is the “Great
Decisions” series. Developed by the
Foreign Policy Association, the lec-
ture series provides information to
the community about select current
events.

Upcoming topics include “U.N.
Reform” and “Human Rights in the
Age of Terrorism.”

“Great Decisions” is co-sponsored
by WML, the Westfield Area League
of Women Voters and the Westfield
Adult School. Registration may be
completed through Westfield Adult
School.

Another successful program at
WML is “TGIF – Thank God I’m
50.” These lectures, developed for
adults, are facilitated by WML’s Head
of Reference Allan M. Kleiman and
are usually based on a theme.

In addition, WML has special
children’s programs including book
discussions and a “Kid’s Film Fest”
which will begin in March.

You can’t judge a book by its cover,
as the old saying goes. Neither can
you judge a building from the out-
side. Those who haven’t visited their
local library lately are invited to take
a stroll inside.

UCC Theatre Prepares
Discounted Family Week

CRANFORD – Family Week at the
Union County College Theatre is an
annual statewide festival offering free
and discounted tickets to young
people. This program has been devel-
oped to encourage families to attend
professional theater together by mak-
ing the experience affordable, educa-
tional and exciting.

Across the state, in all 21 counties,
young people age five to 18 will re-
ceive free tickets to more than 100
performances and special events in-
cluding free classes, workshops and
backstage tours.

Several events will be held at UCC’s
Cranford campus, located at 1033
Springfield Avenue in Cranford. One
will be the performance of A Few
Steps in a Stranger’s Shoes, a play
where the audience interacts with the
characters to brainstorm, problem-
solve and walk a few steps in a
stranger’s shoes.

Suitable for children 12 and up, it is
free for youngsters, while adults can
make a $10 donation. The show will
take place on Saturday, March 11, at
11 a.m.

On Sunday, March 12, the Theatre
Project will display Speaking Up and
Writing It Down, a lively workshop
that will be taught by award-winning
playwright Jewel Seehaus-Fisher at 1
p.m. Students will brainstorm ideas
and learn to use conflict, character
and structure during the in-class writ-
ing of a mini-play. Students will be
given time to read from their scenes.
Refreshments will be served at the
conclusion.

Additionally, on March 12, all are
invited to see the New Artists Show-
case at 3 p.m. Suitable for ages 12 and
up, it will begin at 1 p.m. and be free
for all. Interested parties must regis-
ter for these events by Thursday,
March 9, by calling (908) 659-5189.

the beach at Ipanema and just re-
member crying when I had to leave, I
was so overwhelmed. I’ll never for-
get that.”

As a performer, Ms. Bryson says
she overcomes creative hurdles by
being inspired to learn new material,
branching out a little bit and expand-
ing her repertoire. “It’s very easy to
be complacent. I’ve been going
through old song books, trying to
rediscover them as well as finding
new songs to sing,” she explained.
The Leader and The Times asked if
Ms. Bryson felt there were fewer op-
portunities for jazz singers today.

She noted, “I think there is always
going to be a core of people who love the
classics – any kind of art. Jazz is the
classic style of music. It’s the craft of the
American songbook, which will always
be timeless. Jazz gives us a chance to
appreciate a classic tune that is uniquely
American. But jazz is very much still
happening – at festivals, jazz programs
at universities and at Lincoln Center.”

And one other venue – The
Northside Trattoria.

NJ Opera Company
Presents La Boheme

CRANFORD – The Little Opera
Company of New Jersey, a division
of the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts, will present two performances
of Giacomo Puccini’s renowned op-
era La Boheme at the Roy Smith
Theater at Union County College in
Cranford. Performance dates are Sat-
urday, March 4, at 7:30 p.m. and
Sunday, March 5, at 3 p.m.

Robert Butts, who recently made a
guest appearance conducting the New
Jersey Symphony Orchestra at the
Nous Theater in Blairstown, will con-
duct La Boheme. Honored as Arts
Professional of 2004 by the Arts Coun-
cil of the Morris County area, Mr.
Butts is also the principal conductor
of the Baroque Orchestra of North
Jersey.

The director of La Boheme will be
Fausto Pineda, who has performed
extensively throughout the United
States. A member of the National
Tour Company of The King and I and
Grease, Mr. Pineda has appeared at
the Actors’ Playhouse, where he was
honored with the Carbonell Award
Nomination for Best Supporting Ac-
tor in a Musical for his role as Lun
Tha in The King and I.  This past
summer, Pineda was the musical di-
rector of the Showcase Theater pro-
duction of Into the Woods.

Cast in the ensemble with solos are
local children including Luke Miaro
and Brian Woo from Cranford, Will-

iam Shore from Scotch Plains and
Emily Grabryzewska from Linden.
Local teenagers featured are: Sarah
Queller, Jennifer Dilzell and Natalie
Narotzky from Westfield, Andrea
Roberts from Edison and Sarah
Dwider and Kyle Aslin from Cranford.

Other young artists featured in the
ensemble are Connor Jennings,
Frankie Cierpial, Felicia Erlich, Amy
Reich, Elizabeth Rich, Sarah Szollar,
Coleen Cleary, Pamela Marks and
Dara Silverman of Westfield, Brianna
Redmount, Andrea Redmount and
Katie Lauricella from Scotch Plains,
Maria Gabryzewska of Linden, Julia
Zappi and Davonna Approvato of
South Plainfield and Stephanie Louis
of Elizabeth.

Local adults performing in the en-
semble include Joy Adolfo of Rahway,
Cherly Muthig of Cranford and Shelly
Narotzky of Westfield.

To harmonize with the theme of La
Boheme, and to coordinate  with Youth
Art Month, for this production, the
LOC is providing an opportunity for
area teens to showcase their artwork.
Prior to the La Boheme performance,
during intermission and after the fi-
nal curtain, opera patrons will be able
to view the student artwork on dis-
play in the theater lobby.

Tickets for La Boheme are $30 for
adults, $25 for seniors and $15 for
students. For more information, call
the NJWA office at (908) 789-9696.

LITTLE SHOP OF OPERA...Little Opera Company of New Jersey cast mem-
bers perform in a recent production of Donizetti’s L’Elisir d’Amore.  The latest
LOC offering will be Puccini’s La Boheme on March 4 and 5 at the Roy Smith
Theater at Union County College in Cranford.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Trattoria,
Live Music

Town Book Store
Holds Book Signing

WESTFIELD — For those who
enjoy historical fiction, The Town
Book Store of Westfield is hosting a
meet-and-greet book signing on Sat-
urday, March 4, from 2 to 4 p.m.

West Orange author Judith
Lindbergh will be in the store to pro-
mote her new book, “The Thrall’s
Tale.” Set in Viking Greenland in
A.D. 895, this dramatic novel focuses
on the intertwined lives of three
women straddling the pagan past and
Christian future.

If you are unable to attend this
event, call and reserve an autographed
copy at (908) 233-3535.

WF, SP Teens Star
In Wardlaw Musical
AREA – Jennifer Randolph, pro-

ducer/director of the Wardlaw-
Hartridge School’s Upper School
musical, How to Succeed in Busi-
ness Without Really Trying, an-
nounced that many local teens are
performing in the show, to take place
between Thursday, March 2 and 4.

Matt Forman, Michael Mietlicki
and Andrew Bellisari and Alyssa
Torpey, four students from Scotch
Plains and Lexi Faust of Westfield
have roles in the 1967 musical.

The show’s curtain goes up at 8
p.m. and $10 tickets may be pur-
chased at the door. For more infor-
mation about the performance or di-
rections to the Inman Avenue cam-
pus, call (908) 754-1882 during regu-
lar school hours or go to the school’s
website at www.whschool.org.

Youth Art Month Held
At IKEA Elizabeth

AREA — Artwork from various
schools in Union County is being
showcased for the Art Educators of
NJ’s (AENJ) Youth Art Month. This
is an annual observance each March
in the State of New Jersey to empha-
size the value of art education for all
children and to encourage support for
quality school art programs.

Union County’s Youth Art Month
exhibit will be held at IKEA Eliza-
beth on Ikea Drive in Elizabeth from
March 1 through April 4.

A reception is also planned on
Wednesday, March 1 from 6:30 to 8
p.m. for all participating artists and
their families, friends and art teach-
ers.

Artwork from students in grades K
through 12 will be on display, and
each student artist will receive awards.

Visitors to the IKEA Youth Art
Month Exhibit will see a variety of
media used by the artists, such as
pastels, acrylic paints and pencil.

Three dimensional projects, draw-
ings, paintings, prints and photo-
graphs will be on exhibition to show-
case the wonderful art programs
throughout our county.

All artwork can be seen at
www.artsonia.com/unioncounty1.
For further information, contact Car-
rie Davey, Youth Art Month chairper-
son, at barbie0414@comcast.net or
phone (908) 272-7762.

Jennings Performs
In Pingry’s Urinetown
WESTFIELD – Pingry students will

present the Tony Award-winning musi-
cal, Urinetown. Westfield resident and
senior Katie Jennings will star as Hope
Cladwell in the school’s fall production
to be held on Thursday, February 23 at
7 p.m.; Friday, February 24 at 7:30 p.m.
and Saturday, February 25 at 2 p.m. and
7:30 p.m. in the Leola and Amos
Hostetter Arts Center at Pingry’s
Martinsville campus. Tickets will cost
$10 and can be purchased by calling
(908) 647-5555, extension no. 1389.

Urinetown is directed by Pingry drama
teacher and Gillette resident, Stephanie
Romankow; choreographed by fellow
drama teacher and Westfield resident,
Trisha Wheeler, and assistant choreo-
graphed by junior and Basking Ridge
resident Heather Benjamin. The play
features a cast of more than 20 actors.
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Cynthia Graham
To Give Author Talk
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Saturday,

February 25, Scotch Plains author
Cynthia Graham will join the Scotch
Plains Public Library to discuss her
recent book “And When They Call”
at 2 p.m.

All book lovers are invited to at-
tend this free program. For more in-
formation, contact (908) 322-5007,
ext. 204 for further information. Light
refreshments will be served.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located on 1927 Bartle Avenue, a
block away from the center of the
town on Park Avenue.

First Congressional
To Present Musicales
WESTFIELD – The First Congre-

gational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, resumes its ac-
claimed series of concerts, the Mid-
Day Musicales, on Wednesday, March
1. These free, half-hour noon pro-
grams are held in the church sanctu-
ary, and followed by a soup and sand-
wich luncheon available in the church
social hall for $5.

The March 1 concert will feature
the chamber music group Maya -
Sato Moughalian, flute; Jacqueline
Kerrod, harp, and John Hadfield, per-
cussion. Their program on March 1
will include works by Bach,
Romaneiro, and Ravi Shankar. Maya,
a trio formed in the summer of 2005,
performs classical music, ethnic mu-
sic and incorporates improvisations
into its performances.

For further information, contact the
church office at (908) 233-2494.

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

On Saturday and Sunday, March 4
and 5, Puccini’s La Boheme, featur-
ing Kam Chang who starred in the
Broadway production, will be at the
Roy Smith Theater at Union County
College in Cranford. Tickets are $25
to $35, and show times are 7:30 and 3
p.m. respectively. This is a Little
Opera Company of New Jersey per-
formance. For information call (908)
789-9696, or log onto: http://
www.njworkshopforthearts.com/.

* * * * * * *
Café Vivace, on the Fanwood/

Plainfield border, has a Thursday
evening Mix and Mingle Network-
ing get-together for singles every
week, between 5 and 7 p.m. There is
a card exchange, finger foods, live
entertainment, and, of course a bar.
The restaurant is located on 1370
South Avenue. Who knows, you may
wind up meeting someone special
and staying for dinner. Reach them at
(908) 753-4500.

* * * * * * *
The Nearly New Shop, located in

the lower level of Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church, 716 Watchung
Avenue, Plainfield, is having a Fill A
Grocery Bag event. For a flat fee of
$5 you get to fill an entire grocery bag
with clothes. It is taking place from
now through March 3. The shop is
open from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Wednes-
day, Thursday and Friday. For more
information, call (908) 226-8352.

* * * * * * *
The Work O’ The Weavers: A

Heartfelt Celebration of America’s
Pioneering Folk Group, is a tribute
to one of the original folk groups.
They will perform on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 25, at 8 p.m. in Chatham. Led
by Pete Seeger, some of their hits
included ‘If I Had A Hammer,’ ‘ ‘This
Land Is Your Land, ‘House Of The
Rising Sun,’ and ‘Michael Row The
Boat Ashore.’ Using songs and tales,
you will the group will enlighten you
about the Weavers’ fight against cen-
sorship and repression 50 years ago.
Sound familiar? Tickets are $20, and
the doors open at 7:30 p.m. in the
Presbyterian Church. For informa-
tion log onto: http://
www.sanctuaryconcerts.org/ or call
(973) 376-4946.

* * * * * * *
Debra Galant, author of the fiction

book “Rattled,” will be at Barnes &
Noble Booksellers on Route 22 West
in Springfield on Wednesday, March
8, at 7:30 p.m. This book has all the
elements of a good soap, from a New
Jersey housewife to animal activists,
slimy developers and McMansions.
Call (973) 376-8544.

Get Outta’
The House

Metro Chorus Enjoys
Seventh Anniversary
CRANFORD – This is a milestone

year for the members of Metro
Rhythm Chorus, as they celebrate
seven years as a Sweet Adelines In-
ternational barbershop-singing cho-
rus. Since the chapter was issued its
charter in early 1999, ladies from
across Northern and Central New Jer-
sey and Staten Island have sung,
danced, competed in costume and
learned the skills of this four-part
harmony style of music.

The chorus has welcomed new di-
rector Daniel Chernosky, who has
taken up the task of polishing the
performance level, while improving
the chorus’s technical skills.

Anyone who enjoys singing and
fellowship is encouraged to join the
chorus any Wednesday evening at
7:30 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church,
located at the corner of Springfield
and Union Avenues in Cranford. For
more information, call Janice Uhlig
at (732) 391-2535. All ladies are wel-
come.

Palmer to Sign Copies
Of ‘Patriot James’

WESTFIELD –Westfield native
Rob Palmer will meet readers and
sign copies of his novel, “Patriot
James,” from 2 to 4 p.m. on Saturday,
February 25 at The Town Book Store,
255 East Broad Street in Westfield.
Mr. Palmer, a 1970 graduate of
Westfield High School, lived in
Westfield for 33 years. His father,
Marshall, still resides in Westfield.

Mr. Palmer’s thriller explores con-
temporary issues: the ethics of un-
controlled surveillance, the morality
of killing terrorists and the line be-
tween patriotism and revenge. “Pa-
triot James” is the story of Cynthia
James, a woman who asks herself:
“how far will I go to avenge a brother
killed by terrorists?”

Having previously reviewed the
work, The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times called
“Patriot James” “an excellent novel
for those who wish to escape into
finely written fiction…. the reader is
challenged to rethink previous ideas
about patriotism, especially in a post-
9/11 world.”

“Patriot James” is available at The
Town Book Store, as well as online
through ropalmer.com, amazon.com,
and barnesandnoble.com.

Linda Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DIZZY UP THE GIRL…Daughter of Dizzy Gillespie, Jeanie Bryson, and Chuck Mangione guitarist Coleman Mellett ‘kick
it up a notch’ every Wednesday night in the lounge at Northside Trattoria.

Northside Trattoria’s Great Food,
Talent Are Recipe For Success

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The recent addi-
tion of a bar and newly renovated
lounge at the Northside Trattoria has
all the right ingredients for mixing
eclectic cuisine with great music
thrice weekly. Wednesday night’s fea-
tured act boasts a famous musical
lineage and some amazing creden-
tials.

In a recent interview with the
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, Times, jazz
vocalist Jeanie Bryson and guitarist
Coleman Mellett spoke about them-
selves and their regular gig at their
new “home.”

Ms. Bryson is the daughter of the
late Dizzy Gillespie, a fact she had
kept hidden until after his death in
1993. Early in her career, Ms. Bryson
sang for her father at one of his en-
gagements. Fondly recalling the mo-
ment, she told the newspaper, “He
was playing near Atlantic City and
invited me to come up on stage with
him. My son was just about two at the
time and waiting backstage for me.
There I was, standing at the mic,
when he runs out to find me and
clings on to my leg, as I’m singing
(Billie Holiday’s) ‘God Bless the
Child’ for my father.”

Ms. Bryson admits that having
Dizzy Gillespie for a dad may have
helped her career, but only partially.
“I think maybe cosmically, and surely
genetically, it definitely helped, but
politically, no. What most people
don’t know is that I had a very good
relationship with my father. I remem-
ber him coming to see me in the late
’80s, to see me play at a mid town jazz
club in Manhattan. And he was just so
proud.”

Ms. Bryson’s mother is songwriter
Connie Bryson. “My mom was a very

big influence on my music career.
There was always music in the house,
all kinds of music, and a lot of jazz of
course. Her birthday was just the other
day, and I had been cleaning out the
basement and came across about 25
years of sheet music, demo tapes and
recordings on cassette. One of them
was a tape she made for me singing
one of the songs she wrote when I was
about five or six. I played it for her on
her birthday and the words came right
back to me as if they were sung yes-
terday.”

Her mom also wrote the lyrics for
Ms. Bryson’s recording “Deja Blue.”
Her album Some Cats Know for
Telarc, a label that has released sev-
eral of her recordings, is a tribute to
Peggy Lee. A selection of her CDs is
available at the Trattoria, and Ms.
Bryson is happy to autograph them.

She married her husband of two
years, whom she warmly refers to as
“Coley,” at Dizzy Gillespie Park in
Cheraw, S.C. In attendance were Mr.
Gillespie’s first cousins, Renee Wil-
son and Hanson MacIntosh. Mrs.
Wilson and husband, Jack, hosted the
couple’s wedding party.

No stranger to big names himself,
Mr. Mellett is Chuck Mangione’s
guitarist. He started playing music
early on, first on the piano. “My fa-
ther played a little guitar, so I started
getting interested in that. Then I took
guitar lessons from a nun. She was
very strict,” he said.

Obviously, the discipline has paid
off. Hired by Mangione in 2000 to
perform as a member of the “Feels So
Good” band, Mr. Mellett also tours
globally. Several months following
the nuptials, Mr. Mellett was sched-
uled to play an engagement in South
Africa. As a wedding present,
Mangione and his wife, Rosie, sprung
for airline tickets for the bride so the

two could have a belated honeymoon
in Cape Town. Mr. Mellett also teaches
guitar at the Jazz Institute of New
Jersey, and his new guitar actually
played a small role in landing the gig
in town.

So how did the couple end up at the
Northside Trattoria? The two revealed
that it was a series of interesting coin-
cidences. Mr. Mellett told The Leader
and The Times, “John Reynolds of
Golden Age Fretted Instruments re-
cently moved his vintage guitar store
to Westfield. He kept telling me about
the Trattoria and that I should come in
to check it out because they were
starting to feature live music and it
might be the perfect place for us.”

Ms. Bryson was getting the same
signals, but from a different source.
Her good friend, Toni Lissman, the
manager of Town and Country Wine
– the Trattoria’s cheese supplier –
mentioned the same thing.

One night, the two stopped in for
dinner and, according to Ms. Bryson,
“From the moment we walked in the
door, we knew we found our home.”
When the couple talked to the own-
ers, they discovered they had some-
thing else in common.

Although they had never met, both
Ms. Bryson and Trattoria co-owner
Chris Boyle worked together – in
different ends of the restaurant – 15
years ago in Madison at the Cook
Plaza Café. The musicians and the
restaurateur took it as a sign, and the
rest, as they say, is history.

Ms. Bryson has performed in inter-
nationally acclaimed jazz clubs all
over the world. Out of the 20 some-
thing countries she has toured, she
counts Brazil as the most memorable
of all. “The music is imbued in the
Brazilian culture. The people there
are very knowledgeable about indig-
enous music – all kinds of music,
really, and they love jazz. I can re-
member once when I was playing on

Mother Nature Rolls Out White
Carpet For Symphony’s Valentine

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – “World Premiere”
connotes an occasion replete with
celebrities and a red carpet. While the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) may have provided the guest
composer celebrities for their Febru-
ary 11 concert, Mother Nature
switched the red carpet to a snowy
white one on the night touted by the
media as the “Blizzard of ’06.”

Despite the inclement weather, the
show went on, consisting of three
distinct parts: Leonard Bernstein’s
“Overture to Candide,” the world pre-
miere of “The New Colossus” and
excerpts from Prokofiev’s “Romeo
and Juliet.”

Musical Conductor David Wroe
opened the musical valentine at a
fantastic pace—almost like a child
ripping open a chocolate-filled crim-
son heart. Precision and magnificence
entwined to fill the Westfield Presby-
terian Church’s sanctuary with the
familiar Bernstein piece. The effer-
vescent “Glitter and Be Gay” seg-
ment of the overture fairly skipped
along at breakneck speed.

A pale-pink program insert gave
background as to how the next section
of the night’s program originated.

“The concept (of “The New Colos-
sus”) came out of a creative partnership
between WSO’s Music Director David
Wroe and the Geraldine Dodge Founda-
tion, whose vision coincided in the de-
sire to create a work representing a mani-
festation of the ‘American Dream,’ as
expressed by New Jersey artists,” it said.

Each artist represented a different
sphere of the world- Africa, South
America, Asia or Europe.

Local composer and choral arts
director for the Westfield Methodist
Church Trent Johnson was one of the
four men commissioned to write a
section of the larger work. He said he
had no foreknowledge of what the
other composers were planning. “We
did not meet as a group,” Mr. Johnson
told the Westfield Leader and The
Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood. dur-
ing intermission, “but we were given
a portion of the Emma Lazarus poem
to interpret through music.” The fa-
mous poem is engraved at the base of
the Statue of Liberty.

Representing an African voice, Mr.
Johnson opened his composition with
bird-like flutes, which suggested
dawning, and a luxurious harp to cre-
ate waves lapping on the American
shore. Three sections of his piece
gave the listener a snippet of a Euro-
pean jig, an African song and a Ko-
rean tune.

One’s imagination could soar envi-
sioning the diversity of people stand-
ing before Lady Liberty as the mag-
nificent strains filled the air.

Representing South America was
composer Carlos Frangetti, who said
in the program notes, “This short
work encompasses my reflections,
my thoughts, and the merging of in-
digenous Latin-American music with
American music.” He used the actual
poet’s words during a portion of his
piece, narrated by Kristin Rothfuss,
mezzo-soprano.

A flamboyant brass section and
syncopation featuring xylophone and
maracas enhanced the flavor of his
music.

The third section of the quartet of
short compositions reflected Ge Gan-
Ru’s interest in combining Eastern
and Western music. He explained in
the program notes, “While in West-

ern music composers are concerned
with the relationships between
pitches, in Chinese music what is
important is the particular pitch and
microtonal and timbral character.”

Soprano Carole Farley translated
Ge Gan-Ru’s portion in untraditional
vocal sounds. Unfortunately, the or-
chestra overpowered her bird-like
staccato vocal notes. A lovely cello
and viola section echoed a memo-
rable refrain.

Segment four of “The New Colos-
sus” was written by Mark McGurty,
who said in print, “This work is a very
simple three-part structure with an
extended obligato for mezzo-soprano
soaring over a lush orchestra state-
ment.”

Mr. McGurty’s music spotlighted a
gorgeous duet of Ms. Rothfuss’ talent
and a marvelously mellow flute.

After the brief intermission, the
Prokofiev “Romeo and Juliet” proved
to be well worth the wait.

Maestro Wroe worked his magic
with the responsive orchestra mem-
bers, who struck a good balance be-
tween the percussion and strings.

In the “Montagues and Capulets,”
especially, the two distinct clans were
easily imagined. With a crisp snare
drum and impressive tympani, the
fortissimo/pianissimo contrasts were
stunning.

The “Young Juliet” segment
sparkled with energy and delightful
flutes. Likewise, “Friar Lawrence”
fit the character with plodding, lum-
bering sounds of a deep-throated tuba,
mellifluous cello, oboe, clarinet and
bass.

One of the advantages of sitting
near the front of the auditorium is

seeing Maestro Wroe up close. He is
a focused whirlwind of activity that
echoes the sentiment of the music.
Just watch his fingers, hands and
wrists and you’ll see a master crafts-
man molding the composition like a
potter with a piece of malleable clay.
So thoroughly entranced by the
sounds the orchestra produced, he
barely glanced at the Prokofiev score
even once. It was impressive indeed.

Many people in the Union County
area will remember the crippling snow-
storm of February 11, yet others will
recall the night for the musical valen-
tine presented by this master conduc-
tor and equally talented New Jersey
composers and the musicians who
made the old and new music sing.

Junior Musical Club
To Perform Ensemble
WESTFIELD – The members of

the Junior Musical Club will perform
in their annual ensemble concert on
Sunday, March 5, at 1:30 p.m. The
concert will take place at the First
Baptist Church, located at 170 Elm
Street in Westfield.

This free concert will be open to
the public and everyone is welcome
to attend. The concert will feature the
talents of musicians from Westfield
and the surrounding area.

The Junior Musical Club has wel-
comed Ben Baron to its ranks following
his induction at the February 1 auditions.
Current club officers are as follows:
President, Jean Namkung; Vice Presi-
dent of Programs, Kirsten Mandala; Vice-
President of Auditions, Ellen Scariati;
Treasurer, Andrew Gibson; Secretary,
Wendy Lin; Hospitality, Elena Tinfow,
and Publicity, Bryan Krichilsky.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 19

Susan M.Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TUNING UP…Moments before the Westfield Symphony Orchestra present their
musical valentine to the community on February 11, orchestra members do last
minute tuning in the Westfield Presbyterian Church sanctuary. The blizzard of
’06 didn’t deter too many of the diehard fans.

BohemePuccini'sLa
The

LittleOpera
Company

The Little Opera Company is a division of the New Jersey Workshop for the Arts

Conducted by Robert W. Butts
Directed by Fausto Pineda

7:30 PM Sat. March 4
3:00 PM Sun. March 5

Roy Smith Theater
at Union County College
1300 Springfield Ave
Cranford, NJ

Adults $30
Seniors $25
Students $15

For tickets call:
908-789-9696


