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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

I’ll bet you thought the guy who
writes the Devil’s Den was obsessed,
tended to live in the past and remem-
bered things from a long time ago that
nobody else would ever remember.
Am I right? Who else would dredge
up the past with a “perfect day” col-
umn? Hahaha!

Well, I recently got a very nice e-
mail from Bob Ziegenhagen. That’s
one of those names that has been
etched forever into my memory banks
… by my high school swim coach,
Walt Clarkson. Actually it was four
names: Thomas, Monier, Ullrick and
Ziegenhagen. The four guys who made
up the winning 200-yard freestyle re-
lay in 1962, when the Pingry School
(then located in Hillside) beat the WHS
boys swim team 55-40, ending a then-
state record 59-meet win streak for
the Blue Devils.

Dick Thomas. Joe Monier. Andy
Ullrick. Bob Ziegenhagen. For at least
one member of that ’62 WHS swim
team, those names are like “Tinker to
Evers to Chance” or Notre Dame’s
“Four Horsemen.” They are names
that I can never forget. (Joe Monier
was even a Westfield guy. His older
brother Dave was a WHS football star
and the original owner of the Jolly
Trolley.)

You would think 44 years would be
enough time to let it go, to get over it.
And I thought I was. Then came the
surprise e-mail from Bob
Ziegenhagen, who our coach, Walt
Clarkson, had us convinced was some
kind of swimming immortal, prob-
ably similar in talent and mythology
to the way people look at current
Pingry standout Brian Wilson.

Anyhow, here’s part of Bob Z’s e-
mail:

“I just caught up with your May
2005 article about coach Clarkson —
and your mention of the Pingry-
Westfield High swim meet. Boy, did it
bring back memories. That swim meet
was probably the most exciting one I
was ever in and, just like you, I re-
member so many details from that
afternoon. The noise! Our coach, Dick
Weiler, had tossed the lineup a dozen
ways until he finally found one, which
offered us some hope — having sev-
eral of us in some unexpected events.
I was in the 200 free, which was a real
risk because I’d never raced the dis-
tance and usually died after 100 yards.
Dick warned me that if I lost, we had
no chance of winning the meet, so I
was pretty nervous. Not as nervous as
the Westfield swimmer (name?) who
smacked his head so hard on the first
turn that he wasn’t a factor (the far end
of our pool was unfairly dark). Our
second swimmer, Chris Wescott, did
the best time of his life and got a
second. I better stop this now — I can
feel the adrenaline. Ridiculous!

“Anyway, coach Clarkson shouldn’t
have felt bad — no one could have
expected our lineup … and who would
have guessed all Weiler’s risks would
have come through.

“I also remember that my Summit

YMCA beat the Westfield Y that next
weekend and we again broke a long
winning streak. I played three sports
through high school, and most of col-
lege, and have kept on competing ex-
cessively since then, but nothing is
half as memorable as that Westfield
High meet. Thanks for bringing it
back.”

Bob Ziegenhagen
Pingry School, Class of 1963
Epilog: The Westfield YMCA’s

Wallace Pool opened the following
year (1963).

Coach Walt Clarkson wouldn’t let
WHS use it for a meet until Pingry
came to town.

Pingry had most of its team return-
ing, including Bob Ziegenhagen, but
WHS had an influx of amazing sopho-
mores (Dave Perkowski, Peter Heesch,
Gregg Smolenski, Steve McCoy, Chip
Demarest and others) and rolled 61-
34 on the way to a 14-0 season.

MORE FROM THE E-MAIL
The “perfect day” column produced

a couple more interesting e-mails.
Here’s a couple of partial responses,
from former WHS athletes in Mos-
cow, Idaho and Germany.

“Thanks for a great day. Without
criticizing your choices in any way, I
couldn’t help but notice the food in-
take: cheese omelet, home fries and a
pepsi; two large cheeseburgers; a six-
pack of Rheingold (what about des-
sert?); an American cheese and balo-
ney sub with the works, and takeout
beer containers. Needless to say, this
day has not been approved by the
American Heart Association.

“Of course, all that intake was off-
set by a lot of activity. Walking through
a snowstorm; walking to swim prac-
tice; a swim workout; bowling; lots of
softball; full-court basketball, and
coaching the Steelers against the
Bears. Overall, you probably did burn
more calories than you consumed.

“My own notes: I thought Duke’s
subs at the South Ave. circle were the
best. Just say the name and you can
smell the unique mix of aromas —
vinegar, salami, baloney, provolone.
When I played center for the Bears,
Mr. (Bob) Brewster (Sr.) was the
coach. I’m sure we beat the Steelers.
Swim practice at the Connells, fol-
lowed by a cold, juicy apple (they put
out a small bushel of apples for the
team every day).

Thanks!
Pete Klaiber, WHS ’69
“I am writing to you from Germany

where I am living and studying Ger-
man. The other day I received two
editions of The Westfield Leader from
my grandparents. I want to let you
know how much I enjoyed reading the
Devil’s Den and how much it made
me feel back at home in good ol’
Westfield. I have lived in Westfield
my whole life and even though I’m
too young to have experienced some
of what you wrote about, I greatly
appreciated reading about the Rialto
and White Diamond. I was also pleased
to read the article about our rivalry

with Scotch Plains (as a soccer goalie
I always enjoyed beating them) and
how we are dominating them in sports.
It made me feel like I was back at
home reading the Leader at my kitchen
table. Go Blue Devils!

Sincerely
Erik Schoenemann, WHS ’00

LID ON THE HOOP
Did you notice the result of the WHS

girls basketball game against Roselle
Catholic a week ago? It must have been
“Turn Back the Clock” night, as
Westfield won 15-14! In overtime!

Erin Miller’s only basket of the
game came with six seconds left in the
extra period as WHS improved to 14-
5, despite not scoring in the opening
quarter and having just two points at
halftime.

Word from coach Joe Marino is that
sophomore Stephanie Slodyczyk
won’t return to the lineup this year
(knee injury), but should be OK for
her junior and senior years. Consider-
ing there are no seniors on this year’s
squad, adding Slodyczyk and incom-
ing freshman Dianna Venezia to a
team that includes Miller, Gabby
O’Leary, Danielle Infantino, Casey
El Koury, Katie Cronen and Tara
Handza should make the Blue Devils
very close to an elite team.

WE’RE NOT ALONE
Did you know that, according to the

MaxPreps.com website, in addition
to our WHS Blue Devils, there are six
others high schools in America called
Westfield? Here they are, with nick-
name and location:

Westfield Bulldogs in Chantilly, Va.
Westfield Mustangs in Houston.
Westfield Hornets in Perry, Ga.
Westfield (Mass.) Bombers.
Westfield (Ind.) Shamrocks.
Westfield (N.Y.) Wolverines.
There is also a Westfield Vo-Tech,

located in Westfield, Mass.
BACK AT THE PIT

The WHS wrestling team earned a
berth in the North 2 Group 4 tourna-
ment for the first time since 1996 and
for a reward got to open up at
Phillipsburg’s fabled Pit this past Tues-
day. Westfield was to wrestle Edison,
with the winner facing the Stateliners
later in the night.

Once upon a time, a WHS-P’burg
match was one that held the entire
state’s interest. Back in the 1970s,
WHS was coached by Gary Kehler
and Jan Dutt was in charge of the
’Liners, and a packed-to-the-rafters
gym was a guarantee. The teams met
four times in the late ’70s, with P’burg
winning all four matches by scores of
31-12 in 1976, 31-12 in 1977, 26-15
in 1978, and 39-12 in 1979.

Westfield also finished second at
the Phillipsburg Holiday Tournament
in December 1971, with Sean Kelly
and Kurt Stiefken capturing individual
titles.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic sports season. Contact us
with comments, suggestions or trivia
questions at bj1019@aol.com.

Thomas, Monier, Ullrick, Ziegenhagen
Memories Dredged Up by An E-mail

LOOMIS, SCHARDIEN, O’NEILL ROLL WITH KEY PINS

Raider Grapplers Dominate
BridgeH2O Panthers, 55-24

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Heavyweight John Loomis started
a string of six victories that led the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood wrestling
team to a 55-24 victory over 9-11
host Bridgewater-Raritan on Febru-
ary 11. The 14-8 Raiders won eight of
10 bouts via pins.

The Panthers won the first two bouts
(135 and 140) via falls to take a 12-0
lead. Pat Mineo, who jumped up to
145-lbs, smothered Sherrif Abozoid
in 47 seconds. After Panther Wayne
Hampton recorded a fall at 152-lbs,
Raider Joe Bachi (160-lbs) baited
Jimmy Bruno with a walk over
takedown and whipped him over with
a half nelson at 0:49.

“I was fired up when the score was
18-6,” said Bachi. “Giannaci really
got me pumped up and I went out
there, got a front head, took him down
and chopped him into a half and stuck
him.”

At 171-lbs, Mike O’Neill broke a
2-2 bout by clamping Andrew Hamp-
ton in 3:04.

“My main move was the Jimmy
John that set him up for the bump over
and the run for the pin,” said O’Neill.
“I have been working real hard in
practice trying to advance in every

match and it showed here today.”
Nick Giannaci (189-lbs) put the

Raiders on top, 24-18, when he
cranked George Koumcuzis his back
in 0:52 but Panther Roy Dragon coun-
tered with a fall at 215-lbs.

Loomis disposed of Paidric Czekay
in 57 seconds. At 103-lbs, Gary
Schardien took a 5-0 lead on Panther
Cody Hreson with a takedown and a
three-point near-fall. Hreson added a
reversal and a two-point near fall but
Schardien turned out the lights with a
headlock in 2:16.

“I went out there and tried to work
some trips, put him on his back and
get six for the team,” said Schardien.
“I worked some Jimmy Johnsons and
legs to get the job done.”

At 112-lbs, Mike Ferrara
decisioned Kenny Giorandino, 7-6.
Ferrara carried a 5-4 lead in the sec-
ond period. Giorandino got a reversal
to take a 6-5 lead in the third period.
Ferrara pivoted around with a rever-
sal to grab the victory.

“Early in the match I was looking
for my opening trying to take him
down but he surprised me when he
took the shot, so I knew during the
match that I had to work from bottom
which I did,” said Ferrara. “I got my
reversals, my escapes here and there

and it paid off. When I got on my feet
again, I knew I could take him down
and set the tone. My confidence is
real high because I know I can win
these close matches like this at the
end all year.”

“We had a hard week of practice
and it definitely paid off,” said Raider
Head Coach John Scholz “There
were big match-ups today. It was
great to see my senior, Mike O’Neill
win. He’s had so many close matches
so that was really great. Mike Farraro,
in a close back-and-forth match, was
able to get his points when he needed.
They beat us up last year, so it was
nice to come in here and it was fun.
It was a great way to know that we’re
on fire, that the oil is in the machine
and that we’re ready for the
sectionals.”

119-lb Sal Gano dropped Ryan
Radwanski with two takedowns and
two 3-point near falls before pinning
him with a far-side cradle at 3:35.

“We’re starting to peak at the right
time,” commented Gano.

Trevor Cannon (125 lb) earned an
8-0, major decision over Panther An-
drew Conkin.

“I knew I had him in the first period
when I used a short-bye takedown
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A warm welcome awaits you in this pristine 1925 colonial set on a quiet street within walking
distance to award winning schools, downtown and New York City transportation. Wonderful
chestnut mouldings and shining hardwood floors enhance the inviting Living Room with wood
burning fireplace flanked by bookcases and stained leaded glass windows, the formal Dining Room
with chair rail and the Den with vaulted ceiling. The first floor also features an updated Kitchen
with Breakfast Nook and Powder Room. The second floor boasts three lovely Bedrooms and an
updated full Bath. The fourth Bedroom and full Bath are located on the third floor and offer a great
retreat for a teenager or guest suite. The basement, features a Playroom, Laundry, Utility Room
and additional storage space. Enjoy relaxing on the large deck overlooking the private, fenced-in
yard with perennial gardens.  Offered for $649,900  WSF0046

OPEN HOUSE:  Sunday, February 19th  •  1-4PM
513 Dorian Place, Westfield

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR SUGGESTIONS…Raider Mike Ferrara, top, looks to the coaches for suggestions in his 112-lb bout with
Panther Kenny Giorandino. Ferrara won 7-6.


