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By BARBARA LEPARULO
& TERI SQUILLACE

Sixth Grade Science Teachers, Edison Intermediate School

We are thrilled that middle school
students are fascinated by wild birds
– those appealing bits of nature vis-
ible every day in our own New Jersey
backyards.

The idea for a birdwatchers’ club at
Edison Intermediate School began
last summer during a trip to Hog
Island Audubon Camp in Maine
where we participated in a course for
science teachers sponsored by the
Maine Audubon Society and sup-
ported by the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation as part of the staff develop-
ment program. One of the many things
that made this an extraordinary expe-
rience was the opportunity to observe
birds and other wildlife in their native
habitat.

When the school year began and
the new sixth graders came into our
science room, they were immediately
fascinated with the birds who were
regular visitors to the feeders set up
outside our classroom windows. As
the year went on, they were full of
questions, and as their interest and
enthusiasm grew, the Edison Back-
yard Bird Club was born.

The first meeting in November 2005
was attended by a group of 20 stu-
dents with two things in common – a
love of birds and a desire to know
more about these fascinating and
beautiful creatures. Students and
teachers have joined together to pro-
vide opportunities for observing,
learning about and understanding wild
birds and their habitats.

One of the most exciting aspects of
the Backyard Birdwatchers meetings
is learning how to identify common
wild birds of New Jersey. Students
are amazed at how accurately they
can identify specific birds visiting
the feeders at school and in their own
backyards and neighborhoods. They
learn that it’s just like getting to know
your human neighbors.

First, members learned to identify
common songbirds – warblers,
chickadees, finches, sparrows – whose
members all share certain similari-
ties. As their observation skills grew,
they became familiar with the field
marks – colored or patterned areas on
the bird’s body, head and wings – that
help distinguish species.

But the Backyard Birdwatchers’
Club meetings aren’t just about iden-
tifying species of birds. One of our
meetings was devoted to learning
about feeding wild birds and making
treats to attract even more visitors to
our feeders. Students brought pop-
corn, dried fruit, pinecones, healthy
cereals, seed and bird suet as well as

cookie cutters (bird-shaped of course)
to make the treats.

For another meeting students and
teachers made a field trip to Wild
Birds Unlimited in Scotch Plains, and
members were recently visited by an
ornithologist from the Raptor Trust
who brought a live owl and led dis-
cussions about birds of prey.

The club has a formal meeting once
a month, but student members visit
the classroom after school regularly
to observe the birds and work on
identification. Many of the students
come in several times a week.

If you would like to learn more
about our club and see photos of
some of our meetings, just go to the
Edison Intermediate School website,
www.westfieldnjk12.org/edison and
click on the yellow Backyard
Birdwatchers Club button.

Currently, Edison offers 22 clubs
that are run by staff members on a
volunteer basis. The clubs are held after
school and participated in by approxi-
mately 350 students. Most of the groups
do not charge dues. The clubs support
themselves by running small
fundraisers. For example, at Hallow-
een, the Art Club paints pumpkins and
sells them to interested staff and stu-
dents. Funds for the club program as a
whole are also generated through sev-
eral of the school’s bigger events.

Last year’s Edison carnival, for
example, made a substantial profit
that went into the school’s club ac-
count. Donations and/or sponsors are
always welcomed as well. Other co-
curricular activities, including
intramurals, the musical, the fall
drama, and the yearbook are led by
advisors who receive a stipend. More
than 200 students engage in these
activities at Edison.

AUTHOR DAY…From left to right, Tyler Debbie, Una Heinzerling, Siniah
Wallace and Ming Bauer meet with children’s book author Louise Borden,
center.

Children’s Book Author
Visits McKinley School

MEXICAN HAT DANCE…Kindergarteners from Woodrow Wilson Elemen-
tary School in Westfield participate in a Mexican hat dance during a fiesta they
organized. The children entertained guests with singing, dancing, a game and a
speech. Pictured are students from Maryann Sepe’s morning class.
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The weekly column written by local high school students

International Involvement
Needed In Darfur Region

By KATE MCGEE
Specially Written For The Westfield Leader and The Times

In 1994, the African country of
Rwanda faced vicious attacks, which
killed 800,000 people in a matter of
100 days. No one did anything to stop
it. For over three years, something
quite similar is happening again in
the Sudan.

Many factors have contributed to
the continuous fighting that has killed
400,000 people and displaced 2.5
million as reported by savedarfur.org.
In February 2003, fighting erupted in
the Western Sudan region of Darfur,
where two rebel groups, the Sudan
Liberation Movement/Army and the
Justice and Equality Movement, be-
gan attacking military posts, declar-
ing they were ignoring the rights of
their people.

Conflicts have also continued be-
tween the two largest races in Darfur:
the Arabs (who are nomadic herders)
and Africans (who are sedentary farm-
ers). The groups have continuously
argued over land and livestock, but
the recent drought has made land and
water scarce, increasing the tension
between the two.

The continuous rebellions in the
area forced the government, based in
the Sudan capital, Khartoum, to in-
tervene by initiating the “Janjaweed,”
or “evil men on horseback.” The job
of the Janjaweed (Arab soldiers
equipped with arms from the govern-
ment) is to end the rebellions in the
Darfur region. However, these mili-
tiamen have begun to target the Afri-
can civilians who could become pos-
sible rebels, initiating an ethnic
cleansing that has said to be cur-
rently, “the worst humanitarian di-
saster on the planet,” as reported by
Foreign Affairs Journal.

Time magazine wrote, “Survivors,
aid workers, the U.S. government and
human-rights activists say the
Janjaweed often work closely with
Sudan’s regular security forces, at-
tacking alongside government troops

in military vehicles or relying on air
support in the for of bombers or heli-
copter gunships.”

The Janjaweed continue to ram-
page villages, killing the men, raping
and capturing the women and chil-
dren, and leaving them homeless and
hungry. Over 3.5 million people have
gone hungry, and the numbers con-
tinue to rise. Many travel to camps in
nearby towns for safety, but these
camps do not have enough food and
water to help all the people.

The conditions are unsanitary, but
it is unsafe to leave these camps be-
cause the Janjaweed, who guard the
surrounding area, are killing anyone
who tries to look for food or other
supplies. The situation seems hope-
less, and although the government
and rebel groups signed an armistice
in April 2004, the fighting has not
stopped, and the deaths continue.

The people of Darfur have looked
to the rest of the world to help resolve
the issue, but as Foreign Affairs Jour-
nal also reported, “Public debate in
the United States and Europe has
focused less on the violence itself
than on what to call it—in particular,
whether the term “genocide” applies.
In early 2005, the UN Commission
stated that the crimes did not consti-
tute as genocide, and should there-
fore be sent to the International Crimi-
nal Court, while the United States has
urged for more severe action.

Yet some argue that calling the
Darfur situation genocide will increase
international involvement in the cri-
sis, ensuring that the mistakes made in
the Rwanda crisis are not repeated.
However, many countries refuse to
label the situation as genocide, and the
Janjaweed, malnutrition, disease or
unsanitary conditions are killing more
and more African civilians. When will
we start to help? More information
about the conflict can be found at
www.savedarfur.org.

Kate, from Cranford, is a Junior at
Mount Saint Mary Academy.

EIS Students Flock
To Bird Watching Club

WESTFIELD –Children’s book
author Louise Borden visited with
the students at McKinley Elementary
School recently and shared with them
stories of her life as a writer. Ms.
Borden spent the entire day at
McKinley, greeting each age group
in the school’s performing arts center
and entertaining them with stories,
relating her writing experience as
being similar to their own experi-
ences just starting out as young au-
thors.

Ms. Borden brought slides to share
that involved a trip she took to Europe
to research her book: “The Journey
That Saved Curious George: The True
Wartime Escape of Margret and H.A.
Rey.” In this non-fiction book, Ms.
Borden tells the story of how the
children’s book’s authors escaped a
very dangerous Nazi occupation of
France by traveling to Spain on bi-
cycles from Paris. They were not able
to take many belongings but the manu-

script for the “Curious George” book
made it into their backpack.

Ms. Borden is the author of many
picture books, and she has also writ-
ten historical fiction about such sub-
jects as the American Revolution and
World War II. She has written several
picture book-biographies, including
“Fly High! The Story of Bessie
Coleman,” which she wrote with Mary
Kay Kroeger, and “Sea Clocks: The
Story of Longitude.”

In 2000, her book “Good Luck,
Mrs. K,” a school story about a third-
grade class and its teacher, won a
Christopher Award.

Ms. Borden was more than eager to
share with the children at McKinley.
She frequently visits schools to speak
about her writing, visiting more than
500 schools across the country.

Later in the day, Ms. Borden spent
time autographing copies of her books
for the McKinley students to con-
clude the school’s “Author Day.”

The Chelsea at Fanwood
is pleased to host a

www.chelseaseniorliving.com
This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community involvement and family education.

HEALTH FAIR
Presented by Premium Medical Care. 

There will be no out of pocket expense for you, 
but be sure and bring your insurance information with you. 

The following screenings will be offered:

• Fall Risk & Balance Screening • Blood Pressure Screening
• Glucose Screening • Nerve Conditions Screening
• Cholesterol & Stroke Screening • Osteoporosis Screening

When: Thursday, February 23, 2006 
11:00 am – 2:00 pm

Where: The Chelsea at Fanwood 
295 South Avenue • Fanwood, NJ 07023

RSVP: 908-654-5200

Open to the Public. 
Please join us for this informative program. Everyone is welcomed!

Scheduling Now For The April 1st Exam

LEWIS SEAGULL 908-928-9386

SAT WRITING TUTOR

College Professor of English Composition • Certified by College Board

Emphasis on Writing the Essay Under Pressure

Crash Course for SAT Verbal

One-On-One Instruction

5 Sessions - $300.00

DEEGAN

ROOFING
C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
Repairs • Gutters

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

  

Dent istr y for Infants, Chi ldren,  
Adolescents and Specia l Needs

Philip P. Graye, Jr., D.D.S.
NJ Specialty License #2487

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified, NJ Specialty License #3983

Our newly renovated office features:

Game Room • Fish Tank • Reading Room • TV’s

New Patients Welcome
We are available for class trips

555 Westfield Avenue • Westfield, NJ 07090
www.kidsandsmiles.com • 908-232-1231

Amith Majumdar, D.M.D.
NJ Specialty License #5678

Westfield 
Pediatric
Dental Group

Area Residents Named
To Rider Dean’s List
AREA – Rider University’s col-

leges of Business Administration,
Continuing Studies, Liberal Arts, Edu-
cation and Sciences have announced
the names of undergraduate students
who have been placed on the Dean’s
List for the fall 2005 semester:

Area Dean’s List students include:
Leah Kaplow, a senior from Westfield
majoring in Elementary Education
and Pscyhology; Laura Mortkowitz,
a sophomore from Scotch Plains
majoring in English; Kimberly
Pudlak, a junior from Scotch Plains
majoring in Elementary Education
and Psychology; Michael Toffolo, a
junior from Scotch Plains majoring
in Business Administration and Lee
Tomasso, a sophomore from
Westfield, majoring in Management.

GERALD JAY RESNICK
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

JONATHAN I. NIRENBERG

&

STEVEN SIEGLER
(FORMER PARTNERS OF DEUTSCH RESNICK PA)

ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE 

FORMATION OF A NEW LAW FIRM 

CONCENTRATING IN EMPLOYMENT LAW

RESNICK NIRENBERG & SIEGLER
A Partnership of Professional Corporations

101 Eisenhower Parkway, Suite 300
Roseland, New Jersey 07068

(973) 795-1240 (Tel)
(973) 795-1242 (Fax)

Park 80 Plaza West, Plaza II-Suite 200
Saddle Brook, New Jersey 07663

Tel.201-291-2872
Fax.201-368-1944

300 Park Avenue-17th Floor
New York, New York 10022

Tel.212-572-6446
Fax. 212-572-6499

rns@njemploymentlawfirm.com


