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Nor’easter Keeps Towns Busy
With Long Weekend Digout

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Last weekend’s
blizzard turned the tables on those
who were supposed to have a long
weekend for the state holiday.

The blizzard, which blanketed most
of Union County with nearly two feet
of snow, had close to 100 county
employees working around the clock.

“It came so hard and fast, we
couldn’t keep up,” said Frank Dann,
Director of the Union County De-
partment of Public Works.

Mr. Dann said crews, which had
been working on major area con-
struction projects, had to immedi-
ately switch gears to snow removal.
“It’s a daunting task,” he stated.

He said two road projects, in
Mountainside and Berkeley Heights,

were put on hold to utilize the trucks
as salt-spreaders.

There were 50 trucks out begin-
ning Saturday evening, with crews
working 12-to-18-hour shifts.

He said engineers, who usually
don’t plow, were called in because
“crews were getting so tired.”

As of Tuesday afternoon, Mr. Dann
said they were still working because
of the ice conditions and large snow
mounds.

He said clean-up from this storm
would take about five days.

Mr. Dann said a storm of this nature
is less costly because more plows than
salt-spreaders are needed. At $40 a
ton, salt “can be expensive,” he said.

In Westfield, school closings al-
lowed residents to obey the “restricted
travel” notice posted by the police

Probe Continues Into Theft
Of St. Helen’s Donations
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Authorities were
continuing their investigation this
week into the theft of collection
money totaling some $17,000 to
$20,000 from a safe at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church on Rahway
Avenue.

According to Sergeant Scott Rodger
of the Westfield Police Department,
the theft is believed to have occurred
between 2:30 and 6 p.m. on January
22, although it was not confirmed
until the following morning. He said
the funds included $6,000 to $8,000
in cash and another $12,000 to
$15,000 in checks.

The money had been collected dur-
ing the Saturday evening mass Janu-
ary 21 and four masses earlier that
Sunday, the Reverend Monsignor Wil-
liam Harms, Pastor of St. Helen’s
Church, told The Westfield Leader.

A parish priest discovered the money
gone from the sacristy safe at 10 p.m.
on January 22, but assumed it had
been transferred to another safe in the
parish center, Monsignor Harms noted.
The theft was realized the next morn-
ing when the money was not found in
the parish center safe either.

The sacristy had been locked after

the money was placed inside the sac-
risty safe, the pastor observed. He
said that while the safe itself was not
fully locked, it was secured enough
so someone couldn’t access it “with-
out knowing what it was.”

He acknowledged that while cer-
tain people affiliated with the church
in an official capacity have keys to the
sacristy, “there is no reason they
should have been at the church at that
hour,” referring to the period of time
it is believed the thefts occurred.

“It’s a little difficult to assess what
is going on,” he added.

Monsignor Harms, who has served
as pastor of St. Helen’s for five years,
said the theft “ impacts us negatively
because we depend on those weekly
contributions to help us meet our fi-
nancial obligations.” He said the locks
would be changed on the sacristy.

The congregation of St. Helen’s
Church includes 3,500 families com-
prising 10,000 people.

Monsignor Harms described the
theft as “very unnerving.” He said the
incident left him and parishioners
upset “because so many of these con-
tributions are paid by check,” prompt-
ing concerns about who may have
access to congregation members’ per-
sonal financial information.

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
FARM OUT…Crowds of residents gather on Monday at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building to protest the proposed petting zoo to be developed by the
county on ‘Open Space’ land at Cooper Road. With attendance estimated at
upwards of 400, the hearing was shut down by authorities and is rescheduled for
February 27 at 7:30 p.m. at Park Middle School. See story on page 10.

department.
Police wanted to “keep the roads as

open as possible,” said Lieutenant
Jim Schneider, so the plows could
finish clearing them.

Westfield crews were out from late
Saturday to late Sunday evening, ac-
cording to Claude Shaffer of the
Westfield Department of Public
Works (DPW).

“Everyone was in,” said Mr. Shaffer,
adding that crews had to plow two,
even three, times.

On Monday, crews were still doing
“touch up” work, salting school and
municipal lots and downtown areas.

“We were on the ball. Everything
went smoothly,” said Mr. Shaffer.

Police reported no major snow-
related incidents and said even the
officers were all sent out in four-
wheel drive vehicles to ensure their
safety.

In Fanwood, two snow-related ac-
cidents were reported, according to
Police Sergeant Howard Jarvis. Yes-
terday on North Avenue, a female
driver spun out of control and hit a
parked car. There were no serious
injuries.

Also in Fanwood, an 11-year-old
girl accidentally hit her 16-year-old
sister with a shovel. The victim suf-
fered a minor cut.

In Mountainside, four snow-related
car accidents were reported Saturday
evening, according to Police Captain
Richard O’Sieja.

He said all of the accidents were
minor and there were no serious inju-
ries.

The accidents, mainly caused by
slippery road conditions, occurred on
Route 22 and the intersections of both
Summit and New Providence Roads.

The town’s fire department had a
less eventful weekend, according to
Captain Matt Watson.

“We used to have a lot of calls, but
not anymore,” he said.

In Scotch Plains, no accidents “out
of the ordinary” were reported, ac-
cording to Sergeant Brian Donnelly.

“It was a Sunday and everyone
knew it was coming,” Sergeant
Donnelly said, noting it’s the smaller
storms that are often more dangerous
because people still venture outside.

“It caught no one by surprise,” he
said.

But Mr. Dann warned residents not
to put the snow boots away just yet.

“Make no mistake. This winter’s
not over yet,” he stated.

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PROUD MOMENT…New Garwood Police Chief William Legg shakes hands
with his father, Donald, as his mother, Irene, standing at right, looks on after he
was sworn into office prior to Tuesday’s borough council meeting.

Guidance, Technology Budgets
Reviewed at WF BOE Meeting
By MEGHAN GILL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The board of edu-
cation heard proposals for the 2006-
2007 academic year from guidance
and the instructional technology de-
partments at Tuesday evening’s board
budget meeting.

The hiring of three new guidance
counselors last year has saved the
district 3 percent over the 2005-2006
budget cycle, due to a reduction in
salaries. “Compared to other districts,
our number of counselors is good,”
said Joan Sullivan, assistant vice-prin-
cipal at Westfield High School and
acting director of guidance.

The instructional technology bud-
get reflects a 1.8 percent increase
over 2005-2006; however, the cost of
implementing a new lease agreement
for computers and related equipment

will reflect a 2 percent decrease from
last year’s budget.

Ms. Sullivan presented the pro-
posed budget items for guidance to
the board, with Business Administra-
tor Robert Berman providing assis-
tance with the numbers.

Contracted salaries for the district’s
21 counselors, a soon-to-be-hired di-
rector of guidance, and 5.5 secretar-
ies will go from $1,892,373 to
$1,836,667; this reflects a $55,706
decrease over last year. WHS guid-
ance would like to add $5,500 to its
budget for college visitations, a new
copier for $3,172 and $1,200 to be
allocated for conferences.

Board member Kimberly Rhodes
stated, “I do not feel that the value for
the dollar is money well spent on
elementary counseling.” The elemen-
tary schools have three counselors

serving 2,856 students.
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wil-

liam  Foley responded to Ms. Rhodes
concerns, explaining that these coun-
selors assist the principals on several
different levels; they teach about bul-
lying in school, address issues sur-
rounding friendship pressures and
adjustment and they conduct small
group counseling sessions. “They help
principals with discipline,” he stated,
“bullying starts at the elementary
level. It is a continuing concern.”

Other expenditures for guidance
include fees for HSPA and WISK
testing in ninth and 10th  grades and
the cost of printing an elementary
handbook for parents of children in
kindergarten and first grade, as well
as new students.

Supervisor of Instructional Tech-
nology Barbara Mammen, with the
assistance of Chief Technology Of-
ficer Hal Johnson, presented the board
with her “Vision of the Future.” Her
presentation discussed how the dis-
trict needs to keep up with educating
the “Net Generation.” This could be
done by some of her proposals, in-
cluding implementing a new curricu-
lum for technology literacy for grades
3 through 8; the design of a new
curriculum for high school students,
to continue to infuse technology re-
sources in schools and classrooms,
the expansion of professional devel-
opment for teachers and enhancing
the district website, including teacher
homepages.

Ms. Mammen has earmarked the
budget for these budget items as
$1,689,715, which reflects a $30,640
increase over last year’s budget. Some
new initiatives include six multime-
dia carts with laptops; 125 Dell com-
puters for grade 4, which includes
five workstations per classroom. The
new Dell computers will replace from
the current MACs, the lease for which
expires this year.

Also, Ms. Mammen discussed the
addition of six wireless computer carts
carrying 24 laptops per cart. These
units could roll into classrooms to

Mountainside BOE Faces
Large Budget Increase

By GINA LEVINE-LEVY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE —
Mountainside’s chief school admin-
istrator presented the “educational
components” of the school budget for
Fiscal Year (FY) 2006-2007 during
Tuesday night’s board of education
meeting.

During this first phase of the bud-
get presentation, Dr. Richard
O’Malley emphasized that this bud-
get is not final and that it is the begin-
ning of the communication process
with the board and the community.

This portion of the budget included
$7,463,012 in salaries and benefits
alone, an increase of $651,409 from
FY 2005-2006.

Dr. O’Malley stressed that this num-
ber alone accounts for at least one-
half of the total budget.

Salaries for the district’s 116 em-
ployees total $6,087,602, an increase
of $351,267 from FY 2005-2006. That
increase includes contractual obliga-
tions as well as increases in summer
school expenditures and athletic sti-
pends.

In the budget, there is a proposal to
hire one additional kindergarten
teacher at a $50,000 annual salary to
facilitate an extra section. This addi-
tional section would lower the num-
ber of students per class to 16, which
is well below the state average of
18.7.

Dr. O’Malley said the idea is that
students benefit more from smaller
class sizes.

He also pointed out that there would
be no three-year-old pre-K class next
year, but rather two, half-day four-
year-old or “Peak” classes.

Despite the new $175 per month
tuition for pre-k, “Peak” classes are
filled to capacity for next year and
there is currently an eight-person
waiting list.

Benefits for the district’s 105 eli-
gible employees total $1,375,410, an
increase of $300,142 from FY 2005-
2006 due to increased costs of
healthcare.

The education plan also listed cur-
riculum and technology initiatives,
among them the creation of eighth
grade honors courses in language arts
and science, a new eighth grade math

program, new graphic calculators for
grades 6 to 8 and increased support
for the arts. The plan also included
“curriculum mapping” to revise spell-
ing programs in grades 1 to 2,  music
programs in grades 3 to 5, science
programs in grades  k to 4 and to
update science programs.

The total projected enrollment in
Mountainside, for grades Pre-K
through 12, is 1,009 students.

Chairman of the Budget and Fi-
nance Committee, Raymond Haggar,
pointed out that the state’s mandated
budget cap, which is still unknown,
would impact the final budget.

The next phase of the budget dis-
cussion, which includes revenue, ap-
propriations, dissolution money, spe-
cial education and tax rates, will be at
the February 28 board meeting.

The board also passed a motion to
hold the school election on Tuesday,
April 18 from 2 to 9 p.m.

In other business, Dr. O’Malley
reported the results of an on-line sur-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

William Legg Sworn In
As Garwood Police Chief

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough’s new
Chief of Police, William Legg, was
sworn in by Mayor Dennis  McCarthy
during a special ceremony prior to
the Tuesday’s regular  borough coun-
cil meeting at Borough Hall.

Chief Legg replaces outgoing Chief
Dennis Lesak, who announced his
retirement earlier this year after 28
years of service with the department.

During the standing-room-only
ceremony, which combined formal-
ity, sentimentality and even humor,
Mayor McCarthy noted that Chief
Lesak followed in the footsteps of his
father, former Police Captain James
Lesak, Sr., making them “the only
father-son team in the borough’s his-
tory to work on the police force at the
same time.”

Before presenting Mr. Legg with
his chief’s badge, Mayor McCarthy
read an official resolution congratu-
lating the former chief on his “much
deserved retirement” and “publicly
commending the performance of his
duties.”

Union County Freeholder Vice-
Chairwoman Bette Jane Kowalski of
Cranford presented a separate county
resolution offering congratulations.
“You will be well-remembered here
and throughout Union County,” Free-
holder Kowalski said, as many resi-
dents, family members, area police
officers and chiefs, state troopers and
borough officials looked on.

In addition, Garwood police of-
ficer James Wright presented the
former chief with a plaque from the
local Policemen’s Benevolent Asso-
ciation No. 117.

“The legacy he leaves behind is
one of respect,” Officer Wright said
of Mr. Lesak’s service as chief.

During sentimental reflections on
his police career and his family’s deep
roots in Garwood, Mr. Lesak said it
was “an absolute pleasure” to work
with his fellow officers and added
that the “mayor and council has made
an excellent selection in keeping the
department on the right path” in tap-
ping Chief Legg for the borough’s
top police post.

Mr. Lesak also admitted that, “it’s
hard to say goodbye to a community
you love so much.” Mr. Lesak and his
wife are moving out of state, where
they have purchased a new home.

Before swearing in Chief Legg,
Mayor McCarthy called the new chief
an “exceptional leader and dedicated
police officer,” pointing out that Chief
Legg joined the Garwood police force
in 1981, was promoted to detective in

1997, sergeant a year later, and cap-
tain in 2000. Chief Legg’s elderly
father, Daniel Legg, retired as a
Garwood police lieutenant in 1979,
and was on hand for his son’s swear-
ing in ceremony.

Chief Legg, gesturing toward the
overflow crowd that spilled into the
hallways of the municipal building,
briefly thanked borough officials, resi-
dents, and his family after taking his

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Suspended Police Detective
Offered Job Back With WPD

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A police detective
who faced termination for fixing a
parking summons for her son has
been offered her job back starting this
Tuesday, February 21.

Detective Sandra Chambers was
found guilty last week on five of
seven charges by a disciplinary hear-
ing officer for the ticket fix and for

lying about it during a police depart-
ment internal investigation. Detec-
tive Chambers, who has been on paid
suspension, was suspended for 15
days without pay.

Detective Chambers was found
guilty by hearing officer James
Damato of official misconduct, ne-
glect of duty, “illegal reduction or
deletion of a parking summons for

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Keren Schultz  for The Westfield Leader
SNOWED IN…Westfield residents woke up Sunday morning to 20 inches of snow on the ground. Pictured above are cars
on South Avenue at Carleton Road.


