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SP-F Raiders Claim 2 Champions, Brearley Bears Get
Team Championship at Union County Mat Tournament

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

tapes my matches. I was studying
what he does and just used it against
him,” said Giannaci, whose New Jer-
sey record is 21-1.

Blue Devil Colin MacKay may have
had an identity crisis when he began
the tournament but his trip to the 125-
lb finals, where he placed second,
served notice that he was a contender.
MacKay reached deep inside to grasp
a 9-5, overtime decision over Jon
Santoni (R) in the quarterfinals.

“I said, ‘Hey! This is the Union
County Tournament. If I win this, I’m
in the semis. I need to do this now or
it’s not going to happen.’ I reached as
deep as I could and that is how I won
the match,” explained MacKay.

In the semis, MacKay recorded a
takedown then clamped second-
seeded Mike Williams of Plainfield
in 3:05.

“Last time I wrestled him I spent
most of the time on bottom. I knew I
was better on my feet. I saw his legs
and went for it. I kept my hips down
and saw his shoulders on the mat,”
MacKay described.

In the finals, MacKay was taken
down by top-seeded Baldwin (NP)
then tied the score with a third-period
takedown before yielding a reversal
to fall just short, 4-2.

Rahway’s Ryan Wilson, last year’s
112 state champ, won his third UC
title with a 5-2 decision over Mike
Boccellari (NP). Caldwell, a two-time
returning state champ, cruised to his
fourth UC title and fourth OW Award
– this time for the upper weights – by
pinning all three of his opponents
swiftly in the first period. Caldwell is
now within 10 pins of breaking the
all-time career record of 101 set by

Pat Lynch of Ocean City. Neblett,
ranked fifth in New Jersey, settled
Panther Anthony Weiland in 3:27 to
claim the heavyweight crown.

Blue Devil Andrew Shaffer, seeded
first at 145-lbs, tallied a 10-3 victory
over Bear Steve Margolin but was
stunned, 10-6, in the semis by NP’s
Peotter, who also stunned Panther
Mark Mross, 10-7, in the finals and
received a strong applause from the
crowd when his victory clinched the
team title for Brearley. Shaffer, re-
grouped to seize a 22-10, majority
decision over Anthony Davis (E) then
pancaked Cranford Cougar Jeb Den-
nis in 5:09 to take third place.

“It was very disappointing. Com-
ing out, I didn’t wrestle very well and
wrestled his match,” Shaffer said of
his bout with Peotter. “My next
matches, I knew I had to pick it up
and went with what I do best,
snapdowns and high-C’s to score my
points and ended up placing third.
It’s time to start working harder dur-
ing practice.”

Raider Sal Gano (119-lbs) pinned
Blue Devil Sam Reichbach in 1:01
then was locked in a 1-1 tie with Bear
Lospinoso who recorded a takedown
in the final second to win 3-1.

Lospinoso went on to defeat Johnson’s
Anthony Priore, 3-1, for the title.
Gano then pinned Muath Aljaludi (R)
with a double grapevine in 3:49 and
placed third by decking Panther Brian
Skiff with a cradle in 1:09.

“He took a shot. I cross-faced him
and I like the cradle,” commented
Gano.

Raider sophomore Keith Baker
continued improving his skills and
placed third at 215-lbs after defeating
Panther Mike Lefano, 3-2. Earlier, he
defeated Cougar Dave Veca, 3-2, and
pinned Jon Veras (R) with a lateral
throw in 3:18.

“This is only my second year of
wrestling. I’m finally learning a little
bit more. Coach has been teaching
me an arm drag, to a single leg to a
double. It’s helping out a lot,” said
Baker.

Raider Ricky Olsson lost his sec-
ond, 2-1, triple overtime bout of the
season in his third-place match with
Panther Jorge Branco, whom he
pinned earlier in the tournament.
Olsson also won a 10-0, majority
decision over Johnson’s Matt Rusin.
Raider heavyweight John Loomis
recorded three falls to place fifth and
teammate Mike Ferrara (112-lbs) won
a majority decision and a 6-4 deci-
sion to grab fifth. Blue Devil Colin
Willard won three bouts to take fifth
at 171-lbs.

Raider Dave DeNichilo recorded a
fall in his first bout then took apart
Panther Burim Kadrijaj, who had de-
feated Raider Joe Bachi in a recent dual
meet, with a 12-4, majority decision.

“I saw what he did against Bachi,
one of my best friends. He gave me
some good tips on him. It was a great

win,” said DeNichilo.
He then pinned Cougar Chris Cook

with a power half, chest on chest
combination in 1:13 to place fifth.

TEAM TOTALS:
1. Brearley (B) 227, 2. Roselle Park (RP)
208.5, 3. Rahway (R) 205, 4. New Provi-
dence (NP) 166, 5. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (S) 154, 6. Cranford (C) 139.5,
7. Elizabeth (E) 106, 8. Governor
Livingston (GL) 87.5, 9. Westfield (W)
70, 10. Plainfield (P) 39, 11. Johnson (J)
38, 12. Union (U) 33, 13. Linden (L) 2

CHAMPIONSHIPS:
103: — Knapp (B) p Juan Herrera (R), 3:46
112: — Rahman Fuquan (E) d Craig
Montgomery (RP), 4-3
119: — Lospinoso (B) d Priore (J), 3-1
125: — Baldwin (NP) d MacKay (W), 4-2
130: — Wilson (R) d Boccellari (NP), 5-2
135: — Rob Coughlin (GL) d Ross
Soares (RP), 4-2
140: — Mineo (S) p Montgomery (RP), 4:43
145: — Peotter (NP) d Mross (RP), 10-7
152: — Evans (B) d Nicasio (R), 3-2
160: — Caldwell (R) p Hany ElShiekh
(B), 1:26
171: — Pat Hogan (C) p Shedrick
Goodridge (R), 3:05
189: — Giannaci (S) d Tabor (E), 7-4
215: — Boyden (B) p Trevor Martin (NP), :46
Hwt: — Neblett (R) p Weiland (RP), 3:27

THIRD PLACE:
103: — Peter Terrezza (NP) p Anthony
Zangari (RP), 5:18
112: — Dan Conroy (B) d Matt Nobbs, 4-3
119: — Gano (S) p Skiff (RP), 1:09
125: — Williams (P) d Santoni (R), 6-4
130: — Branco (RP) d Olsson (S), 2-1, 3 OT
135: — Chris Ridente (C) d Oscar Zuniga
(R), 3-1
140: — Erick Ogada (E) d Kevin Fedison
(NP), 10-7
145: — Shaffer (W) p Dennis (C), 5:09
152: — Granados (NP) d Matt Fullowan
(GL), 9-3
160: — Jeff Norville (E) p Scott Mack
(GL), 3:53
171: — Kurant (RP) d Dilts, 2-1, 3 OT
189: — Conor Shannon (B) p Nemick
(RP), 4:57
215: — Baker (S) d Lefano (RP), 3-2
Hwt: — Williams (E) p Eric Dubeau, 2:43

Blue Devil Icemen Tie Summit,
Fall to No. 13 Montgomery, 3-1

By ANDREW GOLDMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With the February 13 deadline for
state tournament qualification ap-
proaching rapidly, each game for the
Westfield High School Blue Devils ice
hockey team is growing in importance.

The Blue Devils opened their week
with a match up against division rival
Summit, which ended in a 2-2 tie.
Coming into the game, the two teams
had played twice with Westfield win-
ning the first game 7-4 and tying the
second 3-3.

In the third game against the
Hilltoppers, the Blue Devils produced
very little offense, tallying around 15
shots in the game, but found them-
selves with a 2-1 lead late in the first
period as a result of goals from Sal
Esposito and Jimmy Bender. Summit
managed to tie the game at two just
before the end of the second period.

The third period was played very
conservatively by both teams. The

Blue Devils were called for a penalty
with 2:35 remaining but goalie Eric
Zagorski was up to the task to stop the
Hilltoppers’ tenacious attack during
the games closing minutes. Zagorski
finished with 23 saves.

Division leader and 13th-ranked
Montgomery, the Blue Devils’ next
opponent, jumped out to an early 2-0
lead, but Westfield showed determi-
nation and refused to allow them to
run away with the game. Bender
struck to pull Westfield within one in
the second period.

Although controlling the tempo
most of the third period, the Blue
Devils could not penetrate the Mont-
gomery goal. Montgomery added an
empty net goal for the 3-1 win.
Zagorski had another strong game
with 38 saves.

After the loss, the Blue Devils were
one game below the .500 record re-
quired for states with the deadline
drawing near.

County Wrestling
Photos on Website

Over 140 pictures of the Union
County Wrestling Tournament will
be available by this weekend on
The Westfield Leader website.

Visit www.goleader.com click
photos and scroll to 06feb04-UC-
Wrestling

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTING UP A TILT…Raider Nick Giannaci, top, works a tilt on Panther Kevin
Nemick in the 189-lb semis. Giannaci went on to win the 189-lb title.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING A SINGLE LEG…Blue Devil Andrew Shaffer, left, tries to get a
single leg takedown on Pioneer Larry Peotter in the 145-lb semifinals.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE TAKEDOWN…Blue Devil Colin MacKay, left, works a takedown
on Plainfield’s Mike Williams and records a pin in 3:05 in the 125-lb semis.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUNTY COACH OF THE YEAR…Westfield Head Coach Glen Kurz, left,
accepts the Union County “Coach of the Year” Award from Brearley Head Coach
Brian Luciani whose young team won the tournament.
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For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

If you’re thinking of selling…
find out why Burgdorff, ERA 

listings in Westfield and surrounding
towns on average sell for

higher*

than the rest of the MLS.

Contact a Burgdorff Professional today.

Extraordinary Professionals Exceeding Expectations.
* Based on the average list price/sale price ratios from GSMLS data for period 6/03-6/04 

for Westfield, Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside, Scotch Plains

In Westfield

MOUNTAINSIDE $1,195,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $690,000

MOUNTAINSIDE $569,000 WESTFIELD $1,510,000

Sophisticated Ranch, 5400 sq ft, offers amazing views! An entertainers delight,
40 x 16 Great Room, Formal Dining Room and 2 fireplaces.  Completely move-in
condition! Flat access at front and flat thru garage!

You will want to own this fabulous Split Level with 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths,
multi-zone heat and air conditioning, open floor plan (perfect for entertaining),
in-ground pool and sensational yard.

Very spacious Colonial Cape on nearly a half acre tranquil wooded lot features 7
rooms and includes 4 Bedrooms, 2 baths & newer Kitchen with dining area,
fireplace, oak floors, 1st floor laundry & so much more.

Perfection plus!  Exceptional “Wychwood” Colonial brimming with charm &
quiet sophistication.  Completely updated in 2005. Offers 10 rooms, 4 Bed-
rooms, 3.5 stunning baths, 3 fireplaces, gourmet Kitchen and so much more!


