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Historical Society to Learn
Aspects of Colonial Living

WESTFIELD – Hollace Hoffman
will present a slide/lecture program
entitled “Life Before Supermarkets”
to the Westfield Historical Society on
Friday, February 17, at 7:30 p.m. in
the Community Room of the Westfield
Municipal Building at 425 East Broad
Street.

Ms. Hoffman, a former director of
the Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter in Union County, will discuss life
in Colonial times, long before the

advent of large supermarkets, the va-
riety of goods available today and the
convenience of cellular telephones to
touch base with home regarding shop-
ping lists.

She will tell how there was a time
when forest and field provided hous-
ing, food, medicines, tool handles,
dyes and more, and how early farm-
ers utilized natural resources to
supplement meals from cultivated
crops and domestic animals. Many
old-time crafts, machinery and tools
also will be featured.

Originally from Massachusetts,
Ms. Hoffman holds a degree in plant
ecology. She currently is the coordi-
nator of Operation Archaeology for
the County of Union, a program for
fifth graders. The public is invited to
attend at no charge and light refresh-
ments will be served at the end of the
program. For more information,
please call (908) 233-6360.
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LUNCHEON SPEAKER…Bob Miller, Program Chairman, and the Reverend
Vicky Ney of The Presbyterian Church in Westfield, right, join Frances Poranski,
who spoke to the Westfield Historical Society February 1 about some of her
experiences as a 33-year volunteer counselor to inmates of the East Jersey State
Prison in Avenel.

Congratulations
To Marsh-Lazarowitz
Congratulations to Westfield Town

Engineer Kenneth Marsh and former
Westfield Town Councilwoman
Claire Lazarowitz, who were married
during the Christmas weekend. The
couple resides in Springfield.

Early Renewals Urged
For Driver Licenses

TRENTON – Local New Jersey
Motor Vehicle Commission (MVC)
agencies will renew almost 2.05 mil-
lion driver licenses in 2006, a record
number that represents an increase of
almost 90-percent over last year, ac-
cording to a spokesperson.

A number of factors are influenc-
ing this increase including the elimi-
nation of non-photo paper license
renewal by mail, the 2004 introduc-
tion of New Jersey’s digital driver’s
license, and the requirement for all
New Jersey motorists to go through
the state’s six-point identification
verification program.

The MVC encourages individuals
to access the agency’s toll-free num-
ber or website for transactions not
requiring in-person processing, such
as vehicle registration, address
changes and surcharge payments.

All motorists renewing a driver’s
license in 2006 should prepare early
and consider renewing their driver
license before the last minute, the
spokesman said. Learn online about
ID verification program and more at
www.njmvc.gov, or dial, toll-free,
(888) 486-3339.

SP Dem Club to Meet,
Elect Officers Feb 16.
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains Democratic Club will meet on
Thursday, February 16, at 8 p.m., at
Executive Suites located at 1812 Front
Street in Scotch Plains. The entrance
to the building is from the rear park-
ing lot.

Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(LD 22, Fanwood), a candidate for the
United States Congress from the Sev-
enth District, will be the guest speaker.

There will be an election of officers
at the meeting. Anyone interested in
participating in the club’s activities is
encouraged to attend.

For further information, please e-
mail scotchplainsdem@aol.com or
call (908) 925-6343.

Freeholders’ Fiscal Panel
Eyes Program Cuts, Layoffs

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The county free-
holders began budget meetings last
night at the county administration
building in Elizabeth. County Man-
ager George Devanney presented a
$413-million executive budget last
month, which represents a $23-mil-
lion increase over the board’s adopted
spending plan last spring.

The county manager and Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella have
said they intend to trim the increase by
$6 million. A hiring freeze was issued
until after this year’s budget is adopted
late in the spring. The county currently
employs 3,000 people.

Westfield property owners pay the
second-highest county tax among the

21 municipalities in the county with a
projected 2006 tax bill of $2,190, or
$22.56 million town-wide, followed
by Mountainside at $2,054, or $6.19
million borough-wide. Scotch Plains
homeowners will pay $1,593 on aver-
age, or $13.02 million township-wide,
with neighboring Fanwood paying
$3.6 million total, or $1,354 per house-
hold. Garwood’s county tax is pro-
jected at $2.1 million, or $1,177 per
household.

According to Sebastian D’Elia,
public information director for the
county, the freeholders’ fiscal com-
mittee is looking to cut $6 million in
programs, develop additional sources
of revenue and trim the county’s
3,000-employee workforce.

The county is also looking at an
employee furlough program whereby
department directors and freeholders
themselves would be asked to take
two vacation days without pay. An
early retirement program is also be-
ing considered. Such a program must
be approved through state legisla-
tion. The county manager said such a
program would have to include the
elimination of positions if the county
is to realize any “long-lasting finan-
cial impact on government.”

“During budget hearings, we will
look at each and every program with
a goal of minimizing any potential
layoffs,” said Mr. Devanney in a letter
to the freeholders dated January 17.

Mr. Devanney said the county
would look to explore “the sale of
several county-owned properties,
sponsorship opportunities involving
our parks, facilities and vehicles, ad-
vertising and vending machines.”
Officials are looking to sell adver-
tisements on Paratransit vehicles to
generate revenue.

Additional budget meetings will
be held Saturday, February 15, at
5:30 p.m. and Thursday, February 23,
at 5:30 p.m. Meetings will be held in
the board’s conference room on the
sixth floor of the administration build-
ing, located on Elizabethtown Plaza
in Elizabeth.

County Dem Party Leaders
Endorse Sires for Congress

UNICO National
Applauds Alito’s

Appointment
AREA — UNICO National, the

largest Italian American Service Or-
ganization in the United States, with
chapters in 20 states, congratulates
Judge Samuel A. Alito, Jr. of New
Jersey on his appointment to the
United States Supreme Court.

UNICO believes Judge Alito, as
his record has shown, will be a fair
and impartial justice and an out-
standing role model for the future
generations of Italian American
youth. UNICO congratulates Presi-
dent Bush on his fine choice.

For all the Italian Americans
throughout the United States this is
indeed a proud moment for Judge
Alito conducted himself with dig-
nity and pride throughout the nomi-
nation process and will no doubt
bring those attributes with him to the
Supreme Court along with his intel-
lect and experience.

RAHWAY – On Monday, Union
County Democrat Party leaders en-
dorsed former Speaker of the State
Assembly Albio Sires for Congress
in the 13th Congressional District
who is seeking to become elected to
the seat vacated by Robert Menendez
(D-Hudson County) who was named
U.S. Senator by newly elected Gov-
ernor Jon Corzine to fill his vacated
Senate seat. The 13th Congressional
District is largely in Hudson County
although a portion covers some of
Elizabeth and Linden.

Union County Democrat Party
Chairwoman Charlotte DeFillipo
said, “Union County Democrats stand
united behind Albio Sires and look
forward to having him represent us in
the United States House of Represen-
tatives. He has been a leader in the
General Assembly on issues like edu-
cation, health care and homeland se-
curity and he will be a leader on the
same issues in Washington.”

State Senator Ray Lesniak (D-
Elizabeth), Assemblymen Neil Cohen
(D-Roselle), Jerry Green (D-
Plainfield) and Joseph Cryan (D-
Union), Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (D-Fanwood), Surrogate
James LaCorte (D-Elizabeth) and
Freeholder Angel Estrada (D-Eliza-
beth) attended the endorsement press
session.

“On behalf of my colleagues in the
Legislature and throughout Union
County, I am happy to endorse Albio
Sires because we have seen firsthand

how much he has accomplished for
the residents of Union County and of
New Jersey as Speaker,” said Senator
Lesniak. “It is because he is so effec-
tive as a legislator in Trenton that I
have every confidence he will be just
as effective on our behalf in Washing-
ton.”

“I thank Chairwoman DeFillipo and
the Union County Democratic orga-
nization for its endorsement,” said
Mr. Sires. “Together, we have worked
to improve our schools and county
colleges, provide job security and
protect the health and safety of our
neighbors. In Washington, I pledge to
continue my hard work on behalf of
the residents of Union County and
the rest of the 13th Congressional
District.”

Leader/Times to Offer
Summer Internships

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times invite college and
high school students to apply for sum-
mer internships. A few paid intern
positions are available.

Interns participate in most aspects
of the newspapers including
copyediting, proofreading, reporting,
and page design. Writing assignments
will involve news, arts and entertain-

ment, sports, editorial, photography
and meeting reporting.

A letter and résumé should be sub-
mitted to The Westfield Leader, Attn:
Assignment Editor, P.O. Box 250,
Westfield, NJ 07091 or e-mail to:
editor@goleader.com. The deadline
for submissions is Friday, March 3.
Please include writing clips if avail-
able. For more information, call Mr.
Peyton at (908) 232-4407.

Bramnick Street-Gang
Bill Passes Committee
TRENTON – Assemblyman Jon

Bramnick (R-21), a member of the
Law and Public Safety Committee,
has proposed a bill concerning crimi-
nal street gangs. Bill A-183 would
increase the degree of the crime to the
next highest level if the act was com-
mitted during a gang initiation ritual.

According to Asm. Bramnick, street
gangs like the Champagne Posse, the
Latin Kings, the Bloods and the Crips
have infiltrated counties that include
Essex, Union and Hudson. State po-
lice estimate the number of gang
members to be in excess of 17,000.

According to an article in The New
York Times, state authorities estimate
that one in five homicides in New
Jersey are gang-related. The State
Commission of Investigation also re-
leased a study that concludes that
street gangs represent the new face of
organized crime.

Asm. Bramnick, a Republican, has
joined with Democratic Assembly-
man Peter Barnes (D-18), on a bipar-
tisan basis to support this new law.
Asm. Bramnick believes the growing
problem with gang violence affects
all of the citizens of New Jersey.

TOWN & COUNTRY
Fine Wines & Spirits Marketplace

TOWN & COUNTRY for those with a taste for value.

TOP WINE VALUES PRICE

Barnard Griffin Merlot $13.49 
Ravenswood Vintner's Blend Zinfandel $8.99 
Frescobaldi Nippozzano Chianti Classico $15.99 
Altos De Luzon Jumilla $13.49 
Oxford Landing GSM $5.99 
Archaval Ferrer Malbec $17.99
Villa Antinori Toscana Red $16.99 
Stefano Farina Barolo $25.99 
Allegrini Pallazzo de la Torre $13.99 
Ehler's Merlot $20.99 
Ortman Pinot Noir $19.49 
Rosemount GSM $22.99 
Borsao Tres Picos $9.79 

TOP WINE VALUES PRICE

Icardi Babera Tabarin $10.49 
Ravenswood Vintner's Blend Chardonnay $8.99 
Hedges CMS White $8.99 
Lagar de Cervera Albarino $14.99 
Gini Soave $10.99 
Ecco Domani Pinot Grigio $7.99 
Meredith Vineyards Chardonnay $7.99 

WINTER WARMERS
Kahlua 750 ml. $15.99 
Sambuca Romana 750 ml. $17.99 
Courvoisier XO Cognac 750 ml. $88.99 
Glenfiddich Single Malt Scotch 750 ml. $31.99 
Chopin Vodka 750 ml. $25.99 
Jose Cuervo Tequila Gold 750ml. $17.99 

BLUSHING BUBBLY                              PRICE

Domaine Chandon Blanc De Noir $13.99 
Michel Freres Brut Rose $14.99 
Banfi Brachetto D'Acqui $14.99 
Moet & Chandon Brut Rose $41.99 
Mionetto Il Prosecco Rose $9.99 

All prices are valid from 2/09/06 - 2/15/06.

WESTFIELD – 333 South Ave. East, Westfield NJ 07090     908-232-8700
Hours: Mon.–Thurs. 9a.m.–9p.m. Fri.–Sat. 9a.m.–10p.m. Sunday–12noon–7p.m.     Free Parking

We are not responsible for typographical errors. Prices do not include sales tax. We reserve the right to limit quantities while supplies last.
T&C accepts MC, AE, VS, DV. In the event of error the lowest price allowed by New Jersey State Law will apply.

IMPORTED FROM HOLLAND, 
LEONIDAS CHOCOLATES

20% off 
ANY PURCHASE OF 1/2 LB OR MORE. 

Offer valid through 02/15/06. Coupon must be presented at time of purchase.

20% off 
ANY PRE-MADE GIFT BASKETS.  

Offer valid through 02/15/06. Coupon must be presented at time of purchase.

At Town & Country, value means service, savings and selection. For more than 20 years, we’ve been serving your Westfield 
community…and we’ve been rewarded with your loyalty. 

Visit Town & Country and find the widest selection of wines, beers and spirits…all at affordable prices. In fact, our top three 
hundred items are ranked as the best prices in town. 

Shop at Town & Country for cheese, gourmet products and gift baskets, too. We have everything you need to eat, drink 
and be merry. What’s more, our sales staff is knowledgeable, friendly and courteous. Simply put, at T&C we’re known for our “TLC.”  

If you have a taste for value, visit Town & Country. We guarantee a very satisfying experience. 

FOR THOSE WITH A TASTE FOR VALUE.


