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4Connections Seeks
Approval for WF Streets

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – At last month’s
Westfield Town Council conference
session, telecommunications com-
pany 4Connections presented a pro-
posal to put dark fiber technology on
existing poles down North Avenue.

The company’s interest is to even-
tually create a hub between the county
engineering building in Scotch Plains,
the Ralph Froehlich Public Safety
Building in Westfield, Union County
College in Plainfield and, eventually,
county buildings in Elizabeth.

4Connections’ Controller Arlene
Scala told the Westfield Leader that
the company wants to use a few mu-
nicipal streets to finish securing the
route. Ms. Scala said the reason to get
off the main route is that there is a
“section of town that has no tele-
phone poles, so we have to go to the
side streets. It will make a ‘V’ to go
back on North Avenue.”

She said the company is looking
for permission to franchise with
Westfield but “most towns don’t ask
where you’re going.”

4Connections is an Elizabeth-based
company whose customers include
Union County College, other county
buildings and Trinitas Hospital in
Elizabeth. The five-year old company
has operated in Elizabeth for four
years and was located in Bernardsville
prior to that.

Company president Gil Santaliz ex-
plained that 4connections didn’t come
fully prepared to last week’s meeting
with a town map and wished to hook up
with Kimball and North Euclid Av-
enues and Cowperthwaite Place.

Mr. Santaliz said, “The (county)
freeholders have approved us to oc-
cupy county roads, the state has ap-
proved us to occupy state roads. Since
we wish to go off the county right of
way, we need permission to occupy
the public right of way.”

Mr. Santaliz said he misspoke at that
meeting and that “we do need their
(Westfield’s) approval. Technically, we
do need their approval. We do need
municipal consent, we’re just not sup-
posed to be unreasonably withheld.”

In terms of benefits, he said, “It
serves the interest of Union County
itself,” he added. “It’s a win for the
county, especially when costs are
manageable.”

Union County has been a customer
of 4Connections for two years. Mr.
Santaliz expressed that Union County
is not “usually involved in the indi-
vidual franchising.”

Union County Manager George
Devanney, in a written response, said,
“To further clarify this matter, there is
no contract between Mr. Santaliz, or
his company, 4Connections, and the
County of Union to do any work in
Westfield and Scotch Plains.”

For $500 a month, Mr. Santaliz ex-
plained, Westfield can get access to
Union County fibers and have a direct
fiber connection and access to tax
maps. He said to look at only Westfield
might be too small a scale to show the
benefits, but rather stressed the county
and state effects of bringing in presti-
gious firms to the area.

“By having the opportunity to offer
folks who are well compensated jobs
in the area promotes economic devel-
opment. You take the CEO out of din-
ner in Westfield and the hotels in the
local area,” he added.

In Scotch Plains, Robert Lacosta of
the building department, said the
Scotch Plains township council four
or five months ago passed a resolution
to hook up to UCC and its satellite
colleges in Scotch Plains (VOTech)
and UCC in Plainfield.

“It was a recommendation to the
council based on the presentation to
the technology committee and we
said ‘we support the endeavor by the
county,’” Mr. Lacosta said. “I can’t
speak for Westfield, but whatever
questions we had were satisfied. It
was very education based and it’s
hard to fight connectivity with educa-
tion,” he added.

“We didn’t get any money out of it;
we’re just being a good neighbor,”
Mr. Lacosta added.

Air Traffic Noise Committee
Warns of New FAA Routes

AREA — Residents can expect to
see a lot more aircraft noise and not
much benefit if new routes proposed
by the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA) go into effect, according
to Jerome Feder of Westfield, Acting
Chairman of the Union County Air
Traffic Noise Advisory Board.

On December 20, 2005, the FAA
released a Draft Environmental Im-
pact Statement (DEIS) outlining al-
ternatives for revamping the air-
space in the NY/NJ/Philadelphia
metropolitan area. Three proposals
are promoted. The first proposal
consists of simple modifications.
Two other plans are both called “In-
tegrated Airspace,” with the “more
ambitious” variant proposing con-
solidation of FAA operations in a
new Integrated Control Center cost-
ing an estimated $2.5 billion, ac-
cording to Mr. Feder.

Alarmingly, all three proposals,
would discard noise abatement pro-
cedures south of Newark Liberty In-
ternational Airport (EWR) in favor of
“fanning” of aircraft departures im-
mediately after take-off.

Current procedures take advan-
tage of the large industrialized air-
craft south of Newark Airport to
allow aircraft to climb before over-
flying residential areas. The pro-
posed procedures direct aircraft im-
mediately over residences.

“Elizabeth, Hillside, Linden,
Roselle, Roselle Park, and Union are
closest to EWR (Newark Airport) and
will be hurt the most. The FAA is
withholding most of the noise in-
crease data from ‘fanning,’ but ad-
mits that approximately 30,000 resi-
dents will see more than a three-fold
increase in over-flight noise and that
an additional 35,000 residents will
see more than a two-fold increase,
Mr. Feder explained in a press re-
lease.

“Close to the airport, an additional
5,480 residents living in high noise
areas will see a noticeable increase in
air traffic noise, he said. The latter are
mostly minorities, raising environ-
mental justice concerns. Union
County residents further west will
see increased noise due to shorter
flight paths and lower altitudes, but
the FAA will not disclose details un-
less the noise increases exceeds a
factor of 3.2.

“Relatively few residents see noise
decreases, although puzzlingly the
industrialized area south of Newark
Airport receives much less noise.
Early in redesign process, the FAA
promised to search for better noise
mitigation, so it is especially disturb-
ing to see it’s proposals moving
sharply in the opposite direction,”
said Mr. Feder.

More broadly over the tri-state
area, the picture is also bleak, Mr.
Feder stated. “The most ambitious
plan increases noise for more than
330,000 residents and the other two
affect almost 200,000. The last air-
space redesign, the Expanded East
Coast Plan (EECP), performed in
1987, increased noise for 45,000
residents, yet caused widespread
uproar, leading to Congressional
intervention, and a bitter 10-year
battle with the FAA over repairs.
The new proposals negatively af-
fect four to seven times this num-
ber of people, which will yield un-
precedented public outcry,” Mr.
Feder said.

“The benefits of the FAA propos-
als are weak. The FAA cites opera-
tional advantages but admits that there
will not be much increase in capacity
or reduction in delays. Small capac-
ity increases are rapidly taken advan-
tage of by the carriers to schedule
additional flights during traffic peaks,
preventing delay reduction,” Mr.
Feder said.

A public comment period for the
proposed new FAA traffic patterns
closes on Thursday, June 1. The FAA
will be holding public meetings in for
New Jersey residents to comment.
Residents are urged to attend the pub-
lic meetings and comment.

The FAA plans two meetings in
Union County. The first will take
place from 6:30 to 9 p.m. on Thurs-
day, February 23, at the George Wash-
ington  School No. 1 in Elizabeth,
located at 250 Broadway. The second
meeting will be in Springfield from
6:30 to 9 p.m. on Tuesday, March 21,
at the Holiday Inn, 304 Route 22
West, Springfield.

For more information, access the
FAA website, http://www.faa.gov/
nynjphl_airspace_redesign and the
website of the New Jersey Coalition
Against Aircraft Noise (NJCAAN),
www.njcaan.org.

Are Students Aware
Of Available Scholarships?

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Every year the nonprofit and phil-
anthropic arms of our local area be-
stow scholarships on the most de-
serving of high-school seniors set-
ting their sights on a college career.

We have heard from Westfield clubs
on how the selection process is under-
taken. We welcome Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and other towns to help un-
cover how the selection process works,
who benefits, who doesn’t and whether
the local schools are doing their part to
make students aware of opportunities.

From our Westfield research, we
found that one such criterion for the
scholarships is financial need. How-
ever, in a town like Westfield, is there
such a thing as financial need amongst
New Jersey’s elite, or is it only rela-
tive status?

If such a financial need existed,
would one want their financial status
known by others in such a close-knit
town?  Is it a matter of pride?  If such
trepidation towards revealing one’s
status exists, does it limit the amount
of scholarship hopefuls?

Through asking questions of the
clubs who give their time and money
to further the education of Westfield’s
youth, perhaps it is not the fear of
reprisal or embarrassment for admit-
ting that help is needed, but rather
that the local schools are not advertis-
ing to their students what is available
and how much.

Jennifer Jaruzelski, president of the
College Women’s Club (CWC), said
her organization looks for a female
graduate who has lived in Westfield
for at least one year.  The award will
be based on academics, financial need,
character and leadership. Despite the
smaller-than-expected numbers, she
said, “We can only choose among the
applicants that apply.”

“Since the school has done away
with class rank, we judge on a basis of
GPA, but there is no minimum GPA.
Last year there were 16 applicants,
and we awarded eight,” she said. “The
applications aren’t due until the end of
February. The actual award number
varies with the candidate pool and the
amount of funds available that year.”

Last year, the CWC gave out
$28,000 in total, the largest being
$8,000 and ranging to $1,000.  She
said that perhaps with college costing
$40,000, students view the scholar-
ships as an auxiliary means of sup-
port, with the college providing the
foundation.

“I believe the students in great fi-
nancial need will get those concerns
addressed from the schools them-
selves, who offer a greater financial
packages,” she said.

In terms of guaranteeing anonym-
ity, students have to submit a FAFSA
form and include tax returns. “Every-
thing is kept confidential and sent to
an independent auditor, who reviews
and ranks them for our committee,”
Ms. Jaruzelski added.

“The financial forms arrive and
return sealed, and sending to an inde-
pendent person should avoid embar-
rassment.”

She said that financial need is part
of the equation, but the group also

looks at athletics, community involve-
ment and groups such as Model UN.
“We choose based on track records,
personal references. It’s somewhat
hard but we’ve been in the commu-
nity long enough we know the orga-
nizations (Hi’s Eye et. al.) and know
what’s required and know the extra
time and hours.”

Gaile Boothe, a past president of
CWC, did indicate that sometimes
there are instances where someone
gets unfairly docked because of the
family dynamic.

“We have had cases where if you’re
the oldest in the family, it looks as
though you have enough money.”

She remembers a case in the past
where the auditor deemed the oldest
of six or seven not in financial need.
She said that one-parent families are
prevalent in town and when parents
divorce, it looks like there’s great
need because “it’s not said if the
father will kick in.”

Megan Decker, the chair for the
Scholarship Committee this year for
the Junior Women’s Club, said they
offer the scholarship to Westfield resi-
dents in six schools (Westfield High
School, Oak Knoll, Union Catholic,
Mount St. Mary’s, Oratory Prep and
Mother Seton).

Last year, the club awarded two
$1,500 scholarships. Usually getting
20 applicants overall, last year the
club received only five applications
from the high school, and more from
the other institutions.

“I wouldn’t think someone from a
private school was as needy as some-
one from the high school,” Ms. Decker
said. “Even the guidance counselor
we dealt with at the high school wasn’t
sure why there were so few. Perhaps
they needed more money and were
looking for a larger amount elsewhere.”

Still, the junior women’s club posed
the same question – ‘why are so few
applying?’

“We review the applications as a
group of six,” Ms. Decker said. “We
choose who we feel based on GPA,
involvement, etc. If six people have all
the same thing going for them but one
father’s an attorney and one’s a janitor,
that might be the deciding factor.”

She said last year’s recipient was
extremely thankful to have the $1,500,
but “we didn’t get as many as you
would think are out there dying to
find assistance for college. We’re al-
ways thinking there would be more
people looking.”

She said the club asks what the
annual family income is, profession,
total savings and investment, funds
for college expenses. “These are broad
questions, so I don’t think people
would be that concerned.”

If the students are truly in need,
these scholarships may be the impe-
tus that pushes the student to go away
to college, or simply not go at all if
funds are not available.  The Westfield
clubs raise money and give to altruis-
tic causes. They want to help Westfield
students.  Are the high schools, par-
ticularly Westfield’s, acting as a hin-
drance or a help to the process?  As a
newspaper, all we can say is if you are
interested in a scholarship, packets
are available in the guidance office.

PACKING CREW…Members of the Troop Support project of Temple EmanuEl
pose with 65 well-stocked boxes to be sent to our troops in Iraq.


