
Page 10 Thursday, February 9, 2006 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

WWW.WESTFIELDSYMPHONY.ORG

Funding has been made  possible in part through a grant by the New Jersey State Council on the  Arts/Department of State, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts.
The Residency of Robert Aldridge is made possible through  Music Alive, a residency program of the American Symphony Orchestra League and Meet The Composer.  This national 
program is designed to provide orchestras with resources and tools to support their presentation of new music to the public and build support for new music within their institutions.  
Funding for Music Alive is provided by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation and The Aaron Copland Fund for Music.

DAVID WROE
Music Director

SAT., FEB. 11th, 2006 8PM
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield

MY MUSICAL VALENTINE

SPECIAL OFFER
CHILDREN AND STUDENTS $5 WITH PURCHASE OF ADULT TICKET!

BERNSTEIN Candide Overture
THE NEW COLOSSUS world premiere

PROKOFIEV Romeo and Juliet 
Symphonic Suite

This flyer has been made possible through the generosity of COMMERCE BANK, 560 North Ave E. Westfield NJ 07090

call 908 232 9400 for tickets 
or email us at 

WSO@westfieldsymphony.org

POLICE BLOTTER
Mountainside

Tuesday, January 31, Kenneth E. Sand-
ers of Irvington was transported from the
Essex County jail for outstanding war-
rants in the amount of $500.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, February 2, a Harding Road

resident reported that her cleaning lady
verbally harassed her after they argued
over the quality of work performed.

Friday, February 3, a resident of Wil-
low Avenue reported that an individual
rode past her on a bicycle and yelled at
her. Police said there are no suspects at
this time.

Saturday, February 4, Alex Paredes,
35, of Plainfield was arrested on Route 22
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated. Paredes also was charged with
careless driving, police said. He was is-
sued a summons and released to a family
member.

Saturday, February 4, a resident of
Country Club Lane reported being the
victim of theft. The victim said someone
removed a tire from his motor vehicle,
which was in front of his house at the
time.

Saturday, February 4, a patron of a
Route 22 restaurant reported being the
victim of theft. The victim stated he parked
his vehicle in the lot and when he re-
turned, an unknown person had broken a
window on the vehicle and removed a
cellular telephone and charger. The vic-
tim reported that the value of the items
was $300.

Fanwood
Tuesday, January 31, Beverly D. Miller,

38, of Plainfield was arrested at Martine
and North Avenues on outstanding war-
rants following a motor vehicle stop.

Tuesday, January 31, Johnetta C.
Riddick, 31, of Plainfield was arrested on
outstanding warrants following a motor
vehicle stop on Midway Avenue at Russell
Road.

Wednesday, February 1, Joseph Hanna,
25, of Old Bridge was arrested on South
Avenue on outstanding warrants follow-

Law Offices of

Robert G. Stahl, LLC

Criminal Defense - Federal & State

Civil & Employment Litigation

DWI & Municipal Court

Robert G. Stahl

Christopher M. Farella

Korey Kerscher Sarokin

220 St. Paul Street,

Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001908-301-9001908-301-9001908-301-9001908-301-9001

www.stahlesq.com stahlesq@bellatlantic.net

Very private sale:
Estate item, frankly, too nice for charity, consignment or

thrift shop.  An unusual and timely bargain.

Mink collar with matching mink hat

Persian Lamb Coat

Custom tailored.  Quietly exquisite styling.
Below knee length, medium size.

Superior condition, of course.
Asking $2,350.

Examine by appointment,

in Westfield: 908-233-4972

58 Elm Street • Westfield

908-232-3278

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

Serving The Community for 30 Years

www.juxtaposegallery.com

“Lovers”
Etching by Helen Frank

Erratum
A story on the Fanwood planning board

hearing on the expansion of a Midway
Avenue home should have reported that a
retaining wall was built after Alex Segal
dug into Marsha Gelfand’s property.

FW Council Discusses
Staggard Place Rezoning
By MEREDITH MANNINO

Specially Written for The Scotch-Plains Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The rezoning of
Staggard Place was a topic of discussion
at this week’s borough council meeting.
Planning Board Chairman Greg
Cummings addressed the council about
this issue, expressing his view that the
area should be residential; the area is
currently zoned as a light industrial dis-
trict.

Councilman Jack Molenaar disagreed
and, stating that changing the zone to
residential would negatively affect the
borough.

“I think by changing this to R-75 would
put the town at a huge risk,” he stated.

In other public works news, Borough
Engineer Joe Pryor presented his monthly
progress report. According to Mr. Pryor,
a proposal has been submitted for the
construction phase of the Watson and
Russsell Roads project, which is being
funded in part by New Jersey Department
of Transportation’s (NJDOT) Municipal
Aid Program.

Regarding Pleasant Avenue, the bor-
ough received a $180,000 grant from
NJDOT’s 2005 Municipal Aid Program,
and an additional $220,000 in discretion-
ary funding. According to Mr. Pryor’s
report, the entire project “excluding con-
tingencies,” is expected to cost $800,000.
The borough submitted the plans, specifi-
cations, estimate and an engineer’s certi-
fication to NJDOT, so the project can go
out to bid.

A public meeting was held on Novem-
ber 14 to review the project with Pleasant
Avenue residents. Per the residents’ in-
put, it was agreed that sidewalks would be
deleted from the contract. Residents also
requested traffic calming measures. In
December, the council approved a pro-
posal from Mr. Pryor’s firm, Kupper As-
sociates, to review and update the plans.
Work has begun, and a second public
meeting is pending for mid-March.

In land use and historic preservation
news, the council discussed the possibil-
ity of storing the borough’s historical
documents, which are currently housed at
the library, on the first floor of the
Fanwood train station. This would coin-
cide with the museum-like atmosphere
that the borough is planning to create
when the historical caboose is placed at
the train station.

“The idea is to take the first floor of the

train station and use it for preservation of
documents,” explained Mayor Colleen
Mahr.

Councilwoman Kathy Mitchell dis-
cussed the Fanwood Memorial Library
renovation project, which is being funded
by grant money. The entire lower level of
the library will be renovated, as well as
the stairwell, the main entry lobby, the
area surrounding the circulation desk,
and the reference area.

The library renovation is expected to
be completed by the end of the month.

Councilwoman Mitchell said she is
enthusiastic about the renovation, and
described the design and plans of the
library’s refurbishment as “very bright.”

The borough council will meet on Tues-
day, February 14 at 7:30 p.m.

ing a motor vehicle stop.
Wednesday, February 1, Carlos O.

Iraheta, 30, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with shoplifting at a South Av-
enue grocery store. He also was arrested
on outstanding warrants.

Saturday, February 4, Arlene Capitaz,
26, of Elizabeth was arrested on active
warrants following a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue at Terrill Road.

Sunday, February 5, Richard D. Forbes,
41, of Shillington, Pa. was arrested on
outstanding warrants following a motor
vehicle stop on North Avenue.

Sunday, February 5, Vanita Bentley,
38, of Scotch Plains was arrested on
Patterson Road following a motor vehicle
stop, which revealed outstanding war-
rants.

Monday, February 6, Stacee Y. Petty,
32, of Plainfield was arrested on numer-
ous outstanding warrants following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road at
Seventh Street.

Monday, February 6, Steven L. Petty,
28, of Hillside was arrested on outstand-
ing warrants following a field investiga-
tion.

Monday, February 6, Derek W. Ship,
Jr., 28, of Plainfield was arrested on ac-
tive warrants following a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue.

Monday, February 6, Lonnie J. Ward,
Jr., 29, of Orange was arrested following
a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road on
outstanding warrants.

Proposed $22 Mil. Budget
Has Higher Mandated Costs

SP-F BOE Deliberates
Instruction, Special Services

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The board of
education met February 2 to continue its
deliberation on the 2006-2007 budget.
Instruction and special services budgets
were reviewed by the board. The overall
proposed budget reflects a 5.48 percent
increase, or $69,823,701.

Total budget expenditure for instruc-
tion is projected to be $34,953,147. This
figure includes teachers’ salaries, instruc-
tional aids, tuition, self-contained class-
rooms, speech, basic skills, ESL, co-cur-
ricular programs, and athletics.

Board Secretary Anthony Del Sordi
explained that the 2006-2007 total in-
structional expenditure would be
$2,702,214 higher than last year.

Total projected expenditure for sup-
port services for the coming year is marked
at $31,162,315, reflecting a $990,633 in-
crease over last year. The largest increase
in this area falls under custodial and main-
tenance services, due to “some new staff
and the rise in utilities,” Mr. DelSordi
said. This increase is projected to be
$508,189 higher.

The area of transportation also reflects
an increase of $345,496.

Dr. Margaret Hayes, assistant superin-
tendent for curriculum, instruction and
assessment, presented the curriculum
development portion of the budget to the
board. The expenditure for this portion of
the budget will be $70,641, which reflects
a $5,236 decrease over last year.

The largest proposed expenditures in
this area are due to course revisions, with
the largest amounts allocated for science,
math for grades 6 through 12, and lan-
guage arts revision for grades 6 through
12.

Dr. Hayes is also responsible for the
textbook budget, which will increase by
$12,482 over last year. This increase in-
cludes a new social studies grade 6 geog-
raphy textbook and grade 8 world cul-
tures text.

The grade eleven British literature
books need to be replaced because of
wear and tear, as well as the grade 6
vocabulary textbooks. Dr. Hayes said she
wants to replace the Anatomy, Physiol-
ogy, AP Biology, Chemistry and Physics
texts, at a cost of $44,140.

Thomas Beese, Jr., director of special
services, presented the board with the
proposed budget, which reflects 18 per-
cent of the entire budget for the district.
The total proposed for these programs is
$12,417,613, which covers areas such as
out of district placements ($4,353,704),
speech programs ($1,161,741), resource
center ($3,512,432), and aide salary
($616,393).

In 2005, the total number of students
requiring special services was 894, with
96 receiving out-of-district placements.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins last week submitted
to the township council his recommenda-
tions for the 2006 municipal budget, which
includes a 4.95 percent increase in appro-
priations.

Mr. Atkins called his proposal “solid
and practical with no luxuries,” but said,
“It continues the same levels of service to
our residents and taxpayers.”

The $22,037,548 budget that the town-
ship manager proposes is $1,040,849 more
than last year, and nearly all of that in-
crease is due to higher mandated costs.
Sharply higher costs are being experi-
enced in several areas including pension
contributions, sewerage fees, health in-
surance for township employees and debt
service.

The council will now spend the next
several weeks reviewing the budget, con-
sidering revenue levels and setting a mu-
nicipal property tax rate before the
budget’s expected introduction in late
March or early April. Two budget meet-
ings have already been scheduled for Feb-
ruary 23 and March 6, with both sessions
starting at 7 p.m.

Of the $1.04 million in increased ex-
penditures for this year, 95 percent of that
total, or $985,586, are in areas where the

township government states it has little or
no control. Mandated contributions to the
state’s police and fire retirement system
this year will be $374,603 -about double
the 2005 level. And it’s expected that
township contributions in 2007 and 2008
could be more than $500,000 or $600,000.
Contributions to the state’s public em-
ployees retirement system will be $83,000
this year, an increase of more than $54,000
from last year.

The township’s fees paid to the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority will be
$965,414 this year, a 25 percent increase
over last year. Mr. Atkins said it is pos-
sible that the 2007 contribution could be
around $1.2 million, with the 2008 pay-
ment exceeding $1.5 million. Much of
this increase is due to the utility’s court-
ordered capital improvements being made
at its Rahway facility.

Other areas of the municipal budget
facing large increases include an addi-
tional $121,702 in debt service, an addi-
tional $235,923 for group health insur-
ance premiums and an extra $45,000 for
gasoline expenses associated with the
recent spike in energy costs.

The council is expected to continue
with its fee-based permit system for con-
ducting the annual spring clean-up in
June. The program was instituted last
year in an effort to save money as pro-
gram costs threatened to skyrocket. Mr.
Atkins told the council this week that the
work to get ready for this year’s program
is “moving ahead.”

He said the fall leaf pick-up program
this year “could be quite challenging,”
not only because of the new stormwater
management regulations enacted last year,
but also because the township might not
have a site to store leaves since the
Jerseyland site that has been used in past
years might not be available.

Mr. Atkins said it is possible that a
more structured collection program on a
neighborhood-by-neighborhood basis
might be necessary, but he will wait to
hear comments and proposals from town-
ship public works personnel before any
decisions are made. He did emphasize,
though, that mandatory bagging of leaves
would be “an absolute last resort.”

Annual Roundtable
Scheduled for Feb 16
SCOTCH PLAINS – Area residents

are invited to attend the annual roundtable
discussion between the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Parent Teacher
Association (PTA) Council. Less formal
than a traditional board-of-education
meeting, this forum offers a valuable op-
portunity for the public to ask questions
and to learn more about current topics of
interest in the school district.

The roundtable discussion will be held
on Thursday, February 16, at 7:30 p.m. in
the media center at Park Middle School,
located on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.
For more information, contact PTA Coun-
cil Vice President Amy Carow at (908)
889-4918.

“We are very hopeful that we can get
our contract settled before the budget
referendum. Regardless if we settle or
not, taxes are going up,” she said.

George Huk, field representative for
the New Jersey Education Association
and negotiations spokesperson for the
SPFEA, confirmed that a fact finder, Joel
Weisblatt, has been assigned, and will be
meeting with teachers and the BOE on
March 1. They will go over the major
issues in mediation and hold a formal
hearing sometime in April.

Mr. Huk said the latest issue with the
SPFEA is that members have involun-
tarily been appointed to after-school
projects. Confirmed Ms. McGuane, “The
administration has assigned teachers to
participate in test-prep classes at all lev-
els. Teachers are doing this under duress
and without a contract.”

BOE Vice President Thomas Russo
also made a statement on the BOE’s be-
half. “There is no one on the board inter-
ested in delaying contract negotiations.
We have met over a dozen times; we have
an interest in resolving contract issues in
a fair and reasonable way. The problem is
sky-rocketing healthcare costs.”

He said that the board has no intention
of taking away health care benefits from
teachers in the district, that they are ask-
ing the teachers to choose an alternative
health-care policy. “All we have heard is
‘no’,” Mr. Russo said.

He said parents who are concerned
about the increase in class size should
remember that if the district lowers costs
in all areas, then class sizes will decrease
and more resources can be spent on hiring
new teachers.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SPFEA
Demonstrates

While that work-in-progress estimate
will surely shrink in the next several
weeks, as the mayor and council, review
the budget line-by-line, Mr. Walsh said it
is important for the borough to be as cost-
effective as possible in determining what
equipment and expenses are really neces-
sary to provide basic services to resi-
dents.

“Given our town’s budget and size, I
don’t think we can afford everything that
would be nice to have,” said Mr. Walsh,
mentioning the pension, insurance and
other fixed-cost budget items discussed
during previous meetings.

Mayor Mahr concurred. “We haven’t
even seen the full picture yet, and it
might not be a good one,” she said,
noting that the borough still has a lot of
budget-drafting work to do before get-
ting a clearer sense of where the borough
stands.

The mayor and council plan to hold at
least one more special budget meeting in
addition to regular meetings later this
month, after determining schedules and
ironing out details.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Budget
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WF Detective Chambers
in the Chambers’ matter.

“Even though this particular hearing
was done in public, which was at the
request of the defendant in this matter,
which is obviously her right to do, it is still
not a ‘court case.’ It is an interdepartmen-
tal hearing, which is considered an inter-
nal discipline matter. And so the results of
the particular matter are basically not
releasable and also not releasable under
OPRA (Open Public Records Act) be-
cause it is considered a matter of part of
the personnel record,” Mr. Gildea said.

Mr. Gildea received Mr. Damato’s re-
port last Friday and  discussed it with
Mayor Andy Skibitsky and council mem-
bers of Tuesday night in executive ses-
sion. He said, as administrator, it is his
responsibility to determine the disciplin-
ary action against a town employee.

He said the town hired a hearing officer
for the proceedings to ensure that the
town had a “very independent, unbiased
and fair process for this hearing due to the
nature of it. Mr. Gildea said Detective
Chambers’ attorney would have 10 days
to decide if he will appeal the decision.
An appeal, if filed, would be heard in state
Superior Court. Court matters, he said,
are a matter of public record.

Mr. Gildea said he opted not to have

former police chief Bernard Tracy serve
as prosecutor during the hearings. He also
decided not to attend the hearings to avoid
“any appearance of conflict.”

“I am going to issue a report today with
the findings and she will get it. She and
her attorney can divulge what they want
to do,” Mr. Gildea explained.

He said Detective Chambers might
want to divulge the findings to the press,
which he said would be her choice. He
said Detective Chambers remains on paid
suspension pending the outcome.

“We will have to make the change of
her current status depending on what her
decision is,” he said. Mr. Gildea said the
town has not received any intent to sue or
claims from Detective Chambers. The
town settled a discrimination lawsuit
brought against the town by Ms. Cham-
bers in 2001. Mr. Gildea said the lawsuit
and disciplinary hearing are not related.

“As you know, there was a threat of a
civil lawsuit. That has never materialized
at this point; doesn’t mean it can’t, but it
has not. That is not on the table at this
point. This is strictly an interdepartmen-
tal hearing,” Mr. Gildea said.

When asked whether Detective Cham-
bers was to be terminated, Mr. Gildea said
he was discussing all the possible options
without revealing his decision.

During the public hearings, held July,
August and September, the town’s case
focused on allegations that Detective
Chambers had a ticket fixed by her
son. Detective Chambers attorney,
Hassan Abdellah of Elizabeth coun-
tered by alleging that another Detec-
tive, Lisa Perrotta, fixed a ticket for a
friend of hers and that she was not
disciplined.

25th Anniversary Sale

Short Hills
Kings Shopping Center

Manalapan
Galleria Shopping Center

973.376.2450 732.462.3898
www.bellini.com

Visit us and discover why families trust us and our
products for their first child to their last.


