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Zoning Board Rejects
Billboard Application

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — More than
two years after rejecting an applica-
tion to replace a billboard on Route 22,
the township’s zoning board of adjust-
ment last Thursday denied a new ap-
plication to replace the same billboard.

CBS Outdoor —formerly Viacom
Outdoor and the successor to
NextMedia, whose November 2003
application had been denied by the
board, sought permission last week
to erect a new 10.5 by 36-foot bill-
board on eastbound Route 22 at the
corner of Union Avenue.

Their revised plans called for what
attorney Constantine Stamos termed “a
significantly reduced sized board” that
would have faced eastbound traffic on
the highway. The 2003 proposal called
for two 14 by 48-foot boards, a pro-
posal that was then reduced to one
board before the board rejected it.

The seven board members last week
were unanimous in rejecting the ap-
plication. Board member Tim Livolsi
said he felt the latest proposal called
for a billboard that was “still too big
and too high.” CBS’s plans called for
the billboard to be perched 18 feet
above the ground. In addition, Mr.
Livolsi felt that CBS “hasn’t demon-
strated to us why [a new billboard] is
needed” to replace the existing, and
smaller, board.

During CBS’s presentation, Alex
Zebboni, a professional planner and
engineer, told the board that a new
board would “help stimulate the local
economy.”

 Mary Hudak, a CBS Outdoor rep-
resentative who oversees the
company’s outdoor signs in New Jer-
sey, in response to a question said
rates for advertising on the billboard
were in the $3,000 to $4,000 per
month range. During the board’s dis-
cussion of the application, board
member Mary Thompson questioned
how much a new and larger billboard
would stimulate additional local eco-
nomic activity, saying she wondered
which local merchants would be able
to afford to pay the rates cited earlier
by Ms. Hudak.

Board member Ken Anderson noted
that the township’s new sign ordinance,
passed by the township council last
year, specifically prohibits billboards.

After the zoning board rejected the
November 2003 application,
NextMedia filed suit against the board,
but a state superior court decision in
late 2004 upheld the board’s denial.

At the start of its meeting, a repre-
sentative from Elizabethtown Water
Co. asked that the company’s subdivi-

sion application for its Jerusalem Road
property be postponed because its ex-
pert witnesses were unable to appear.
The application requested the board
hold a special meeting later this month
to consider the application.

 Board Chairman Jim Fawcett noted
that the board has been “up to its
eyeballs in special meeting requests,”
pointing to a special meeting held in
mid-January. Instead, the board de-
cided to hear the water utility’s appli-
cation at its Thursday, April 6 meeting.

At its next meeting on Thursday,
March 2, the board will continue to
hear the application of Cumberland
Farms to expand its Gulf gasoline
station on Route 22.

Cumberland wants to install addi-
tional gas pumps, covering the pump-
ing area with a canopy and replacing
three underground storage tanks.

SP-F Teachers Hold ‘Unity Rally’
To Protest Contract Negotiations

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Nearly 300
teachers from the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school district turned out
for last Wednesday’s “Unity Rally”
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, sporting red hats, coats,
shirts and sweaters, and picketing
along Westfield Road. Wednesday
marked the beginning of their sixth
month without a new contract. The
previous contract expired on June
30, 2005.

“Red is the color of love. We are
wearing red every Friday as a symbol
for our love for our students and our
profession,” Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Education Association (SPFEA)
President Barbara McGuane said.

She said contract negotiations with
the board of education are at a “stand-
still,” and teachers are hoping for a

settlement. “Our members are proud
of the fact that we have put our stu-
dents first by continuing to provide
the same high-quality services as ever.
We provide an above-average educa-
tion. The board should not offer us a
below average contract.”

Ms. McGuane indicated that the
sticking point is not that teachers
have to contribute to their healthcare
insurance, but the amount that they
are being asked to contribute. “In
Westfield, teachers contribute to their
insurance, but they get more sick
days and time off for family illness.
It’s a trade off. Here, it’s just give-
backs,” she said.

Teachers were holding signs that
said “No contract, still working, Al-
ways caring,” “Wanted: $195,000
salary, car expense compensated” and
distributing pins that read, “Together,
we can make a difference.”

Mrs. Roskin, the district’s human-
resources secretary, confirmed with
The Times that Superintendent of
Schools Carol Choye’s salary is
$192,554 per year. The median an-
nual teacher’s salary in the district is
$52,325, according to 2004-2005
New Jersey Department of Education
School Report card. This amount is
$238 less than the state average
teacher’s salary.

Board of  Education President
Linda Nelson, who was out of town
on business for 10 days and did not
see the demonstration, said in a phone
interview Tuesday that the district’s
administrators salaries are “in the
middle range for districts in our cat-
egory.” She said they oversee a bud-
get of $50 million and “have a lot of
responsibility and produce an ex-
tremely well-run district.”

Regarding the demonstration, she
said contract talks have been held up,
waiting the arrival of a fact finder.
Now that one has been assigned, talks
are scheduled to resume on Wednes-
day, March 1.

“The board wants the public to be
aware that we have not come to an
agreement but that the teachers are
working under the terms and condi-
tions of the existing contract and that
the SPFEA members continue to re-
ceive all of their salaries and ben-
efits. The board also appreciates the
excellent job the SPFEA members
continue to do and look forward to
working with the fact finder.

“If the demonstration by the SPFEA
members indicates that they have
something more to bring to the table,
the board will be happy to meet with
them,” Ms. Nelson said.

Ms. McGuane said that the SPFEA
is eager and committed to settling a
fair contract, in accordance with what
other districts in Union County re-
ceive. “The board is offering a salary
proposal below the county average.”

Fanwood Borough Council Looks
For Municipal Budget Savings

Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WE WANT A CONTRACT…More than 300 members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Education Association (SPFEA)
demonstrate for a new contract outside Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School last Wednesday afternoon. Representatives of
the board of education and the SPFEA will meet with a fact finder on March in an effort to reach a settlement.

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council con-
tinued their review of 2006 budget
issues at a special budget meeting
Monday night.

The meeting — the third held in as
many weeks — centered on discus-
sion of several options for limiting
budget increases and offsetting cer-
tain costs where possible.

Chief Financial Officer Fred
Tomkins suggested that the borough
could save a considerable amount of
money on the capital side of the bud-
get by tapping into New Jersey’s Envi-
ronmental Infrastructure Trust Fund.

Mr. Tomkins explained that this is
a perpetual, revolving fund that lends
money to local governments to un-
derwrite part of the cost of the interest
on debt, as long as the money is used
to finance projects or other initiatives
aimed at water quality. The fund pro-
vides half the cost of financing such
projects interest free, and provides
the rest at market rate.

“This fund has become huge, with
several hundred million dollars a year
in financing,” said Mr. Tomkins. “It
used to be limited to financing only
water-related projects, but it has since
been expanded to include sewer
projects because of its relation to
water protection,” he said.

Mr. Tomkins said it is possible to
apply for funding to cover the costs of

replacing the borough’s aging street
sweeper and, more significantly, fi-
nance the borough’s Byron Lane
sewer improvements.

“There’s really no downside to it,”
said Mr. Tomkins, referring to the
state’s trust fund. “But, it only comes
around once a year, and it’s a long
process,” he added.

He said that, although this year’s
program began last fall, there is a
“second chance” option that could
enable the borough to apply within the
next few weeks to finance approxi-
mately $400,000 in capital expenses
and thus reduce the size of the budget.

Agreeing with Councilman
Katherine Mitchell, who called it “a
win-win situation,” Mayor Mahr said:
“I think we should move forward
with it.” The mayor directed Mr.
Tomkins to look into what the bor-
ough needs to do to apply for funding
before the March deadline.

Mr. Tomkins followed up on dis-
cussion from previous special budget
meetings and said the borough is pur-
suing options for receiving financing
for the police department and other
departments from the Union County
Improvement Authority (UCIA).

The borough wants to determine
the particulars for collectively ob-
taining as much as $157,000 in fund-
ing from the UCIA to lease two po-
lice cars, purchase needed computer
and video-recording equipment for
the police department, pay for a re-
peater equipment upgrade for the fire
department, buy a new snow plow,
acquire a portable roadway painting
machine and finance a construction
vehicle to facilitate code inspections.

Mayor Mahr questioned the need
for a new SUV at a time when the
borough is trying to keep costs in
line. Mr. Tomkins said that an in-
crease in construction code fees re-
sulting in more administrative work
and site visits is anticipated because
of the redevelopment taking place
along South and Martine Avenues
and other development in residential
areas. This ultimately has the poten-
tial to produce more tax revenue for
the borough.

Councilman Jack Molenaar sug-
gested that, if the borough does need
a new vehicle for construction code
inspections, money could be saved
by buying an economical car, rather
than a large SUV.

Mayor Mahr said further review of
this issue is warranted and asked Bor-
ough Administrator Eleanor
McGovern to arrange for construction
department officials to come to the
next budget meeting for a discussion.

Mayor Mahr said she wants the
council to hear from public works
officials regarding a $50,000 request
to upgrade bathrooms at the LaGrande
and Forest Road parks. She indicated
the borough is currently doing some
painting, lighting and other improve-
ments to the park bathrooms and that
money could be saved by deferring
other improvements until next year.

Mayor Mahr also directed Ms.
McGovern’s office to update all pre-
liminary budget figures and depart-
mental requests in an effort to get a
better sense of what the capital bud-
get looks like at this stage.

“Something’s got to give, and we’re
getting very close to that situation,”
Mayor Mahr said of the ongoing pro-
cess of trying to firm up the budget’s
line items.

Councilman Bruce Walsh agreed
and pointed out that his informal re-
view of some departmental budget
requests and fixed costs shows that
the new budget is currently as much
as seven percent larger than the
borough’s current spending plan.

Benjamin Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAKING A STATEMENT…This teacher makes a point about the salary of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Superintendent of Schools Carol Choye during last
Wednesday’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood Education Association (SPFEA) demon-
stration for a new contract outside Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

S. Plains Names Charles Cerami
New Public Works Director

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Charles
Cerami was appointed Tuesday night
as the new director of public property
in Scotch Plains and will take up his
duties next Monday. He succeeds
Walter DiNizo, who retired at the end
of January after 13 years of service.

Mr. Cerami has been the director of
public works in Clinton Township
since 2002. Prior to that, he served as
public works director in Belleville
for about seven years. Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins, in announcing
the appointment, noted that Mr.
Cerami “has much experience in the
private sector, since his family was

involved in construction for many
years,” and the construction compa-
nies he worked for did a good deal of
work in public schools, area colleges
and other major facilities.

At its conference meeting on Tues-
day evening, the township council met
with health officer Rick Proctor about
various issues. Mr. Proctor, a Union
County Freeholder, told the governing
body that a county-sponsored animal-
control effort looks likely to be insti-
tuted this year. Several county munici-
palities, including Scotch Plains, have
strongly urged such a county effort,
given the lack of qualified private sec-
tor animal control companies. Scotch
Plains presently contracts with Asso-
ciated Humane Societies of Newark,
the sole provider of animal control
services in the area, at an annual cost
in excess of $40,000.

Mr. Proctor said county officials
are “aiming at putting together a
county shelter on county property” in
a municipality he did not identify,
although he said county personnel
have already met with a township

official. He told the council that once
construction begins, the facility
should be ready to open within six
months. Mr. Proctor did not provide
any details of how the facility would
operate or be financed once it opens.

At the beginning of its Tuesday
evening session, the council passed a
resolution authorizing the township’s
participation in the deer reduction
program in the Watchung Reserva-
tion. The resolution is needed so that
Union County can apply to the state
Division of Fish and Wildlife for a
permit to conduct deer management
activities in the reservation. The deer
management program has been in
place for the past decade and has
resulted in the deer population being
reduced from 180 deer per square
mile to about 20 per square mile.

The two-week-long deer hunt in
the Ashbrook Reservation will wind
up on Saturday, and township offi-
cials will continue their effort to con-
vince state officials to allow a deer
management program to take place
later this year or early in 2007.

Brian Levine To Become
Township Attorney

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — After nearly
five years as municipal court judge,
Brian Levine will leave the bench
next week to become township attor-
ney, succeeding Douglas Hansen, who
died in December. Assistant Town-
ship Attorney Lawrence Woodruff
will remain in his position.

“I’ve enjoyed being a municipal
court judge,” Mr. Levine told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times this
week. “I believe being township attor-
ney will be even more challenging,
and rewarding to me and to the town-
ship.” He thinks his new position “fits
my background and experience.”

Mr. Levine is with the Brenner &
Levine law firm in Somerville and is
certified by the state supreme court as
a civil trial attorney. He said Mr.
Woodruff “will continue to deal pri-
marily with the issues he’s been han-
dling, such as land use and zoning,
while I will handle litigation matters.
Basically, we’re not changing the re-

spective roles from what Larry and
Doug were doing,” Mr. Levine said,
referring to the division of responsi-
bilities when Mr. Hansen was town-
ship attorney.

With Mr. Levine assuming his new
post, the township’s legal team —
with the exception of Mr. Woodruff
— will have all new faces in new
positions in the two months since Mr.
Hansen’s death. Last month, Thomas
Russo was named the township’s new
public defender and Randolph Brause
the new prosecutor.

With Mr. Levine leaving the mu-
nicipal court, a new township judge
will need to be appointed. Township
Manager Thomas Atkins said the town-
ship council will soon begin inter-
viewing candidates to fill that posi-
tion, but did not set any timetable.

Mr. Levine was chosen after the
council interviewed several individu-
als last month. Mr. Atkins noted the
new township attorney’s “well-
rounded experience” and called the
legal team of Messrs. Levine and
Woodruff “a very balanced one.”

Mr. Levine, who was born and
raised in Cranford and received his
law degree from Boston University,
was named municipal judge in April
2001. He had served has prosecutor
since January 2000.

“I don’t think anybody — police or
the public —would consider me to be
either pro-police or pro-citizen,” Mr.
Levine said. “I pride myself on ad-
dressing each issue as it came before
me.” He said he would “miss the
trials” and “miss the interaction with
people, since there’s not as much
being township attorney.” As he looks
forward to his new responsibilities,
though, Mr. Levine joked that his two
sons, Brian, 13, and Jack, nine, were
“disappointed that I’m not going to
be a judge anymore.”

Mr. Levine’s formal swearing in will
take place at next Tuesday’s meeting.
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Westfield Disciplines Det.
Chambers, Action Private

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – In a private com-
munication to the defendant,
Westfield Town Administrator Jim
Gildea implemented disciplinary ac-
tions Wednesday against suspended
Westfield Police Detective Sandra
Chambers. She allegedly fixed a park-
ing ticket for her son. Mr. Gildea
would not make public the actions
being taken.

Detective Chambers was charged
with trying to have a ticket voided for
her son and for lying during an inter-
nal investigation by the Westfield
Police Department.

The official charges against her are
false swearing, official misconduct,
neglect of duty, striking a summons
from the record, conduct unbecom-

ing an employee and attempt to use
authority to control or modify an-
other employee’s action.

During a 15-minute interview
Wednesday morning, Mr. Gildea said
the non-binding recommendation of
hearing officer James Damato was
“not releasable” due to the fact it was
part of a departmental disciplinary
hearing. Actions resulting from those
hearings along with employee per-
sonnel files are not released to the
public per town policy. Mr. Gildea
said he would implement Mr.
Damato’s findings and would send a
letter by 4 p.m. yesterday to attorneys


