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Raider Matmen Zoom Past
Minutemen Matmen, 39-27

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School wrestling team stopped the
Elizabeth Minutemen, 39-27, in
Scotch Plains on January 25. The 11-
7 Raiders won nine of 14 bouts, in-
cluding four pins.

Raider Rob DeSiato (135-lbs)
broke a 5-5 deadlock with a reversal
then cranked Ransi Jimenez into a
nearside cradle to earn a fall at 2:50.
Pat Mineo (140-lbs) scored two high
crotch takedowns then added a go
from behind reversal on to come up
with a, 6-1decision over Erick Ogada.
Joe Sette (145-lbs) pulled out a, 5-3
decision over Anthony Davis. Dave
DeNichilo (152-lbs) gave the Raid-
ers an 18-0 lead when he built a 6-0
first-period lead then pinned Jason
Pryor in 3:24.

“I tried to work an arm bar and
turned him over. Once I got my double
arm bar in, it began slipping out, so I
sat on one of his arms with my stom-
ach. It looked kind of funky but I
guess it got the job done,” said
DeNichilo.

“DeSiato, being the real tough kid
that he is, made things happen. Mineo
and Ogada, I was happy they didn’t
bump Ogada down and let him wrestle
straight up because that was a really,
really good match. He stayed inside,
got some of the takedowns and, again,
it shows the class and the type of

wrestler that Mineo is,” said Raider
Head Coach John Scholz. “Sette’s
match, he did everything right and is
doing a nice job. I want to see him do
a couple of more takedowns and I
think he needs to be more confident,
which he is every time he steps on the
mat. Dave puts the legs in and he
knows how to wrestle them properly.”

Raider Alan Nassiri (160-lbs) suf-
fered a heartbreaking, 12-9 defeat to
Jeffrey Norville. With the score tied
at 9-9 late in the third period, Norville
escaped and added a takedown.

“He should have beaten that kid,
however he made a mistake,” com-
mented Scholz.

Raider Mike O’Neil (170-lbs) had
a 6-2 lead but Kris Jackson squirreled
loose and pinned him with a headlock
at 3:37. In a physical and exciting
bout, Nick Giannaci (189-lbs)
grabbed a 6-3 victory over Richard
Tabor. With the score 3-3, Giannaci
seized a second period takedown then
added an escape in the third period.

“Nick asked me if he looked gassed.
I said, no. The kid’s wrestling you
smart. Just come in for the shot. He’s
showing other kids in the county that
he’s top dog,” said Scholz.

Raider Keith Baker (215-lbs) edged
Jose Xiacara, 3-2.

“He needs to learn to lower his
level, take a couple of shots and trust
in himself and he’ll get it,” said Scholz.

Hafis Williams clamped Raider Joe

Foote in 2:20 and Angelo Matias (103-
lbs) pinned Gary Schardien in 3:42.
At 112, Rahman Fuquan put the Min-
utemen ahead, 27-24, by pinning Wes
Morrison in 1:20. Raider Mike Ferrara
(119-lbs) broke a 6-6 tie with an es-
cape and a takedown to claim a 9-6
win over Michael Baldoo.

“He was bigger and you could tell
that he was stronger than me,” said
Ferrara. “I thought about the team
over myself and went out there to
wrestle my best because I knew if I
won it would help the team a lot.”

After Sal Gano (125-lbs) pinned
Chinedu Eleanya in 1:00, Ricky
Olsson finished the job by bouncing
Hang Zangenez to his back with a tilt
in 0:49.

“Basically it was just a move where
I could stack him up and pin him. I
tilted him up pretty good, got the pin
and the points for the team,” said
Olsson.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
135: Desiato (S) p Jimenez, 2:50
140: Mineo (S) d Ogada, 6-1
145: Sette (S) d Davis, 5-3
152: DeNichilo (S) p Pryor, 3:24
160: Norville (E) d Nassiri, 12-9
171: Tobos (E) p O’Neil, 3:37
189: Giannaci (S) d Tabor, 6-3
215: Baker (S) d Xiacara, 3-2
Hwt: Williams (E) p Foote, 2:20
103: Matias (E) p Schardien, 3:42
112: Fuquan (E) p Morrison, 1:20
119: Ferrara (S) d Baldoo, 9-6
125: Gano (S) p Eleanya, 1:00
130: Olsson (S) p Zangenez, :49

ZAZZALI PUMPS IN 14, KAYE GETS 11, MAINS STEALS

Raiders’ Pressuring Contains
Lady Tiger Hoopsters, 49-37

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Excessive pressure was the name of
the game and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls basketball
team applied it big time in the third
quarter to secure a 49-37 victory over
Linden in Linden on January 28. The
Pressure created confusion within the
7-8 Tigers’ ranks and led to a rash of
Raider steals instigated primarily by
Lauren Mains and Allie Zazzali who
swiped four and three, respectively.

Zazzali led the 13-4 Raiders with

14 points, netting five in both quar-
ters of the first half and four in the
third quarter before being allowed to
become a spectator in the final quar-
ter to give the Raider bench an oppor-
tunity to play. Loni Kaye put up 11
points, Lauren Benovengo bucketed
seven points and Mains sank five
while Kaylan Jaichon and Jackie Law

both hit four points. Deanna Overton
sank 14 points and Ondya Morgan
scored 13 for the Tigers.

The Raiders spread the wealth in
rebounds with Law, Mains and
Benovengo each grabbing seven and
Jaichon pulling six. Zazzali had six
assists and Mains contributed four.

While the Tigers’ shooting hand
turned to ice for the first five minutes
of the opening quarter, the Raiders
burned the net with an 11-0 run before
Morgan finally scored a 2-pointer.
Zazzali opened the scoring with a 3-

pointer followed by Mains sinking
both of her free throws. Kaye and
Zazzali sank respective 2-pointers and
Benovengo hit both of her free throws
to indicate that the Raiders were on the
mark from the charity line. Kaye added
four more points and Benovengo added
two to put the Raiders ahead, 17-8,
entering the second quarter.

The Tigers warmed their hands,

beginning with back-to-back 3-point-
ers from Morgan and Maeston Deeb,
to outscore the Raiders 13-10 in the
second quarter and narrow their lead
to 27-21 at the half. Kathryn
DeCataldo and Zazzali, however, neu-
tralized those 3-pointers in the quar-
ter with threes of their own.

“We started in a press and it was
working. We got some turnovers but
we got tired, then we started to get into
some foul trouble. So, we had to back
out of it for a little while,” said Raider
Head Coach Bruce Davis. “They were
able to score against us when we went
to 2-3 (defense) because they hit a few
3-pointers. We switched back to a 3-2
(defense) to take those wing shots
away. From there, they had to work
really hard to get something inside and
we are pretty tough inside. We may not
be the biggest but Law and Mains are
as tough as nails.”

The Raiders pushed to a full-court
press in the third quarter, making the
Tigers’ paws sweaty which led to
turnovers and steals.

“We went back to the press in the
third quarter. We got more turnovers.
We got some easy scores out of them
and that makes a difference,” said
Davis.

Although the Raiders outscored the
Tigers, 12-6, in the quarter they failed
to capitalize even more when they hit
only 3-for-10 from the line.

“We didn’t shoot very well from
the free throw line that could have put
this game away a lot earlier,” said
Davis.

The Raiders’ bench proved their
worth in the fourth quarter and played
even, 10-10 with the Tigers.

“The kids who came off the bench
did a good job,” expressed Davis.
“Those kids are starting to get a little bit
more of a role game-by-game. Hope-
fully, when we get ready for the coun-
ties, if we need them, they can play.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 17 10 12 10 49
Linden   8 13   6 10 37Elizabeth Girls Shock

Blue Devils in Hoops
Tasza Carter and Quinana Porter

bucketed 24 and 16 points, respectively,
to lead the Elizabeth High School girls
basketball team to a 66-55 victory over
11-5 Westfield in Elizabeth on January
24. Blue Devil Erin Miller scored 16
points and Gab O’Leary netted 12 while
Danielle Infantino and Casey El Koury
each scored 11 points. Katie Cronen
had five points.
Westfield 13 16 14 12 55
Elizabeth 11 19 17 19 66

Blue Devil Boys Conk
Kardinal Cagers, 68-62

The Westfield High School boys
basketball team improved to 8-6 with
a 68-62 victory over host Kearny on
January 26. Dan Pritzker fired in nine
of his 19 points in a 21-15 first quarter
run by the Blue Devils.

Tom Bonard sank 18 points, Josh
Gerckens hit 12 and Peter Antonelli
put in 10 points.
Westfield 21 14 13 20 68
Kearny 15 11 18 18 62

New Photos on Web!
Each week photos from recent

sporting events are listed on The
Westfield Leader/Times website. To
view visit www.goleader.com Click
photos on upper right portion then
click photos on left side and scroll
to appropriated listed events.

RECENT LISTINGS:
06jan18-Wf-SPF-Wrestling
06jan19-Wf-Pl-GBasketball
06jan21-SPF-RP-Wrestling

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING AFTER THE FAR LEG BREAKDOWN…Raider Nick Giannaci, with bandage, goes after a far leg breakdown in
the 189-lb bout with Minuteman Rich Tabor, last year’s 189-lb District 11 Champion. Giannaci won, 6-3.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SHOOTING A LAY-UP…Raider Loni Kaye, No. 13, shoots a lay-up against the
Tigers. Kaye scored 11 points in the 49-37 victory. See another picture on page 15.

WESTFIELD

Custom Cape Cod with an inviting open floor plan.  This home is perfect for the large or extended family with 7 bedrooms
and 3 full baths.  The recent addition in 2000 also includes 2 new bathrooms, an eat-in kitchen with breakfast bar, and
possible master suite.  If these rooms are more than you need, there are floor plans available to make six bedrooms into
3 or 4 spacious bedrooms.  A finished basement complete with rec-room, home office, and family room make this home
perfect for your family to move right in.  For further information go to www.guardr.com.  DIR: Central to Ayliffe to
Boulevard.  (052000705)

SCOTCH PLAINS
Center Hall Colonial featuring 9 rooms, four bedrooms, 2 ½ baths.  Large 1+acres of newly landscaped property
with many updates including eat-in kitchen, new siding, roof, baths.  Family room with brick fireplace, skylight,
enclosed porch, deck, patio, 2 car garage, finished basement.  Family friendly floor plan. (052000467)

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Westfield residence with a premier 180° unobstructed view of Echo Lake
Golf Course.  Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities and an enchanting setting combine to deliver an
unsurpassed level of excellence.  This prestigious 14 room classic includes a grande master suite with fireplace, sitting
room, his and her walk-in closets, spa-like bath and steam shower, 5 additional bedrooms, 5 ½ baths, formal living
room and dining rooms, library, family room, 2 additional fireplaces, 25 x 32 designer kitchen with French doors to
magnificent terrace and manicured grounds.  Call Ralph for more information at: 908-591-6283.  (052000591)

SCOTCH PLAINS
This home sits on nearly an acre of property at the edge of the Ash Brook Golf Course.  Enter into the dramatic,
double-high glass entry which invites you into this great floor plan featuring a gracious living room, vaulted
ceiling & elevated white brick wood burning fireplace.  The eat-in kitchen and dining room provides a great view
of the park-like backyard.  The master bedroom includes a newer master bath & walk-in closet.  Included are 3
additional bedrooms, 2 newer full baths, family room and much more.  The quiet, tree-lined horseshoe street
offers serenity and comfort . . . and is just moments from NY transportation.  (052000662)

SpaciousCenter Hall Colonial

Open House: Sun. 2/5  12-4pmNew Construction – A Chance of a Lifetime $2,600,000 WESTFIELD $585,000

$715,000 $824,000

Elegant Homes by Ralph Rapuano


