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Congressman Encourages Solar Energy
Use to Lower Bills, Help Environment
With the rising costs of cooling and

heating your home - including the
expected sharp price increases this
winter for natural gas and home heat-
ing oil - New Jersey homeowners are
increasingly turning to the sun.

Hundreds of homeowners have in-
stalled solar panels in recent years to
generate the power which keeps them
cool in summer and warm in winter.
Because solar power doesn’t produce
any emissions, it’s the cleanest renew-
able energy technology available.

New Jersey’s businesses and farm-
ers are joining the trend, too. At its
facility in Montgomery, Johnson &
Johnson last year installed the largest
ground-mounted solar panels east of
the Mississippi River. Farmers in the
state also are using solar to power their
irrigation systems and heat their barns.

The benefits of solar power include
not only falling utility bills but also a
healthier environment. For example,
at the Johnson & Johnson facility, the
solar panels are expected to reduce
carbon dioxide emissions by an esti-
mated 7,000 tons - the equivalent of
removing nearly 1,400 cars from New
Jersey’s roadways.

New Jersey is a national leader in
promoting solar power. Since 2000,
the New Jersey Clean Energy Fund
has offered generous state rebates to
homeowners and businesses who in-
stall solar panels - including saving
up to 70 percent of the purchase and
installation costs of solar-electric
technologies. All equipment pur-
chased that is directly related to solar
systems also is exempt from the state’s
6 percent sales tax.

Congress also has enacted tax in-
centives to further stimulate the de-
ployment of clean, emission-free so-
lar electricity. Congress last summer
enacted legislation that, beginning this
year, creates a $2,000 federal tax credit
for homeowners and businesses that
purchase and install solar panels.

But the federal tax credit expires in
2008. That’s why I’ve introduced in
Congress H.R. 4300, the Clean and
Green Solar Tax Credit Act. My bill
would extend that federal tax credit to
through 2011, encouraging more
homeowners and businesses nationwide
to install the energy-efficient systems
and renewable-energy technologies.

The benefits of solar power aren’t
limited to lower utility costs and a
healthier environment. In August
2003, New Jersey and seven other
states were affected by a widespread
power blackout. A solar power sys-
tem with batteries gives homeowners
and businesses peace of mind - and an
uninterrupted supply of electricity
during power outages.

For more information on New
Jersey’s solar rebates and incentives,
visit the New Jersey Clean Energy
Fund online at www.njcep.com.

For tips on preparing your home
for the winter season, visit the U.S.
Energy Department’s Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewable Energy Guide
online at www.eere.energy.gov/con-
sumer/save_energy.

Whether it’s to benefit the farm,
home or business, every New Jersey
resident has a chance to benefit from
this technology - and save money and
strengthen the environment, too.

FANWOOD — In response to New
Jersey’s $1 million-per-day costs of
providing prescription drug relief to
many Medicare Part D recipients, As-
semblywoman Linda Stender (LD 22,
Fanwood) has sponsored a resolution
urging Congress to reimburse states
for emergency expenditures related
to Medicare Part D enrollment errors.

“Due to disastrous administrative
problems, far too many low income
seniors and persons with disabilities
are unable to receive much needed pre-
scription drugs under Medicare Part D,
she said. “New Jersey has taken neces-
sary action to ensure that its residents
receive essential medications without
interruption. The federal government
must take full responsibility for these

failures and fully reimburse our state.”
Approximately 140,000 New Jer-

sey residents are dually eligible ben-
eficiaries under Medicare and Med-
icaid. As of January 1, 2006, all du-
ally eligible beneficiaries were auto-
matically enrolled in Medicare Part
D and were no longer covered under
New Jersey State Medicaid.

The “Medicare State Reimburse-
ment Act” would authorize full fed-
eral reimbursements, plus interest, to
states that provided emergency pre-
scription drug relief to their citizens.
The reimbursement would be in the
form of reductions in payments from
individual states to the federal gov-
ernment to pay for Medicaid savings
due to Medicare Part D.
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Income Tax Check-Off For
Trade Ctr. Fund Now Law

TRENTON — Legislation sponsored
by Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick of Westfield and
Assemblyman Eric Munoz of Summit
(all LD 21) that permits taxpayers to
make voluntary contributions on their
tax returns to the New Jersey World
Trade Center Scholarship Fund has been
signed into law.

“New Jersey was particularly affected
by the devastating events of September
11th,” said Senator Kean. “When the
scholarship was created, the state made
a commitment to help the families
whose loved ones were killed on 9-11.
Our law will provide ongoing financial
support for years to come.”

The New Jersey World Trade Cen-
ter Scholarship was established by the
legislature in 2001 to aid the depen-
dent children and surviving spouses of
New Jersey residents who were killed
or are missing as a result of the acts of
terror committed against the United
States on September 11, 2001.

“This legislation was long overdue,”
said Asm. Munoz. “Nearly 700 New
Jersey residents were killed in the at-
tacks on the World Trade Center, leaving

behind 889 minor children who would
benefit from such a scholarship. This
measure is a way to honor the victims
and aid surviving family members with
the rising cost of a college education.”

The District 21 representatives said
this measure has particular impor-
tance to their constituents because a
report issued by Mount Sinai School
of Medicine ranked Legislative Dis-
trict 21 as having the largest number
of bereaved children in New Jersey.

Public Law 2005, chapter 298 pro-
vides for a designation on state gross
income tax returns that allows taxpay-
ers to make voluntary contributions to
the scholarship fund. The bill states any
cost incurred by the Division of Taxa-
tion will be paid through collected do-
nations.

“Every New Jersey citizen lives with
the haunting memories of September
11, 2001,” said Asm. Bramnick. “Each
victim left behind a family. Those fami-
lies continue to struggle with the events
of that fateful day. This bill gives people
an opportunity to help those families
and will provide additional financial
support to a very worthwhile cause.”

22nd District News

Assemblywoman Linda Stender, Fanwood

Stender Urges Congress To
Reimburse For Medicare D

Meghan Gill for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BUDGET PRESENTATION...Westfield parents gather in the high-school audi-
torium to hear Superintendent of Schools Dr. William Foley present budget
options for the upcoming year.

Michael Pollack for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOOD DAY SUNSHINE…A Westfield family enjoys the unusuallywarm Janu-
ary sunshine on Monday at Mindowaskin Park in Westfield, as temperatures rose
to the low 60’s.

TOWN & COUNTRY
Fine Wines & Spirits Marketplace

TOWN & COUNTRY for those with a taste for value.

MICRO MADNESS PRICE

Smutty Nose all types, 24- 12oz bottles $25.99 
Brooklyn all types 24-12 oz bottles $25.79 
Flying Dog
all types except Horn Dog 24-12 oz bottles $25.99 
Long Trail all types 24-12 oz bottles $22.99 
Climax Brewing 1/2 Gallons 
all types excluding Dopple Bock $7.59 
Flying Fish all types 24-12oz bottles $22.99 
Saranac all types 24- 12 oz bottles $18.89 

MALTERNATIVES

Smirnoff Twisted 6pk bottles all flavors $6.69 
Mike's Hard 6 pk bottles all flavors $5.99 
Woodpecker Cider 6 pk bottles $6.89 
Bartles & James Coolers 4 pk bottles all flavors $3.79 
Seagram's Coolers 4 pk bottles all types $3.79 
Jose Cuervo Authentic Margaritas 1.75 lit. $13.89 

All prices are for full cases unless otherwise noted.

DOMESTIC BREWS                                 PRICE

Coors Light or Original  30 pk cans $16.39 
Bud or Bud Light 30 pk cans $16.59 
Bud or Bud Light 18 pk bottles $10.99 
Coors Light  18 pk Bottles or cans $11.29 
Michelob Ultra 2-12 Bottles $16.59 
Yuengling Lager 2-12 bottles $14.99 
Miller Genuine Draft or Lite 12 pk cans $7.29 
Rolling Rock or Rock Green Light 2-12 bottles $13.49 

IMPORT FAVORITES

Corona and Corona Light 2-12 bottles $22.49 
Heineken Loose bottles 24 pk $21.69 
Heineken 12 pk cans $10.79 
Amstel Light 12 pk cans $10.79 
Bass Ale 2-12 bottles $22.69 
Guiness Pub Draft 2-12 bottles $22.69 
Warsteiner 2-12 Bottles $18.79 
Stella Artois 2-12 bottles $22.79 
Pilsner Urquell 2-12 bottles $21.69

YOU’LL BE
BOWLED
OVER BY

OUR SUPER
PRICES.

VISIT
TOWN & COUNTRY 

FOR ALL YOUR 
SUPER BOWL 
PARTY NEEDS.

Stock up for the Big Game. 
At Town & Country you’ll 

find imports, domestics, micros…
all for a reasonable price. And, 

you can count on us for kegs, too. 
We offer a selection of fine quality
wines and spirits – plus appetizing

cheese platters, ice, even beer-themed
baskets – all at prices you can’t beat. 
Town & Country. We’re known for 

our friendly service, diverse 
selection, quality products and 
convenience. When it comes to 
Super Bowl party planning …

the odds are on Town & Country. 
We bet you can’t beat our value. 

WESTFIELD – 333 South Ave. East, Westfield NJ 07090     908-232-8700
Hours: Mon.–Thurs. 9a.m.–9p.m. Fri.–Sat. 9a.m.–10p.m. Sunday–12noon–7p.m.     Free Parking

We are not responsible for typographical errors. Prices do not include sales tax. We reserve the right to limit quantities while supplies last.
T&C accepts MC, AE, VS, DV. In the event of error the lowest price allowed by New Jersey State Law will apply.

20% off 
ANY CHEESE 

PLATTER. 
Order must be placed no later than 02/01/06

20% off 
ANY PRE-MADE
GIFT BASKET. 

Offer valid through 02/05/06


