
Page 2  Thursday, February 2, 2006 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

LABIB E. RIACHI, MD
Obstetrics/Gynecology, Urogynecology

A urogynecologist on staff at Trinitas Hospital,
Dr. Riachi provides a full range of obstetrical/
gynecological services, and is a national
leader in performing minimally-invasive 
surgical treatment of female incontinence 

and vaginal prolapse.  

Dr. Riachi also 
maintains an 

office at: 
Trinitas Medical 
Office Building

240 Williamson St.
Elizabeth, NJ

JOSEPH D. ALKON, MD

Chief of the Division of Plastic & Reconstructive
Surgery at Trinitas Hospital, Dr. Alkon offers
advanced surgical procedures and expert
care  in  a l l  aspec t s  o f  recons t ruc t i ve  
surgery, body contouring, breast surgery 

and facial aesthetics.  

Dr. Alkon also 
maintains an 

office at: 
640 N. Broad St. 

Elizabeth, NJ

Cosmetic/Reconstructive Surgery

are pleased to announce the expansion of their hospital
practices to a new office located at:

128 South Euclid Avenue, Westfield, NJ

(908)928-1234 (908) 928-9300

Labib E. Riachi, MD
Urogynecology, 
Trinitas Hospital

Joseph D. Alkon, MD
Chief, Division of Plastic &

Reconstructive Surgery, 
Trinitas Hospital

225 Williamson Street
Elizabeth, New Jersey 07207

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

DEEGAN

ROOFING
C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
Repairs • Gutters

Free Estimates • Fully Insured

FEMA Names Stephen
Kempf, Jr. Region II Director

WASHINGTON – Stephen Kempf,
Jr. has been appointed director for the
Region II office of the Department of
Homeland Security’s Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA),
Acting FEMA Director David
Paulison has announced.

FEMA’s Region II is headquartered
in New York City and oversees agency
operations in New York, New Jersey,
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.

Mr. Kempf will return to FEMA’s
Region II office, where he held the
position of regional director from
1990 to 1993.

“Mr. Kempf’s past experience
heading up FEMA’s Region II office
gives him an incredible amount of
institutional knowledge,” said Mr.
Paulison. “His first-hand experience
as a director will be vital as FEMA
works with its regional partners on all
aspects of emergency management.”

Most recently, Mr. Kempf worked
for the engineering firm of Hatch
Mott MacDonald, where he served as

vice president for infrastructure emer-
gency response and coastal protec-
tion divisions.

In that role, he worked on project
development related to infrastructure
security planning, emergency man-
agement, coastal protection and mu-
nicipal engineering.

Prior to his work with Hatch Mott
MacDonald, Mr. Kempf worked with
GPU Nuclear Corporation, where he
directed radiological offsite emergency
preparedness activities for Oyster
Creek Nuclear Generating Station. He
is a certified emergency manager, and
a member of the International Asso-
ciation of Emergency Managers.

FEMA manages federal response
and recovery efforts following any
national incident. FEMA also ini-
tiates mitigation activities, works with
state and local emergency managers
and manages the National Flood In-
surance Program. FEMA became part
of the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security on March 1, 2003.

Legislation Would Regulate
Pharmacy Benefits Mgmt.

Freeholders OK Marksmen
To Cut Ashbrook Deer Herd

Union County Courses
To Add Twilight Golfing

By PAUL PEYTON AND FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The county free-
holders Thursday night took action to
reduce the population of white-tailed
deer on the Ashbrook Brook reserva-
tion in Scotch Plains.

Marksmen, working with Wildlife
Management Services of
Mountainside, began removing deer
from the 600-acre reservation on Janu-
ary 28. Scotch Plains officials have
been meeting with county represen-
tatives to address the overpopulation
problem. The county and township
will split the cost of the program,
which runs until the end of hunting
season on Saturday, February 11.

A year ago, the Scotch Plains coun-
cil awarded an $11,460 contract for a
deer hunt to Wildlife Management
Services to operate the program.

The freeholder board approved a
resolution last Thursday to allow the
vendor permission to enter the Ash
Brook Reservation to remove the deer
according to New Jersey Fish and
Game Code standards. The board’s
action is considered a temporary so-
lution until the township receives state
approval for a deer management plan
in the reservation.

“This has been an ongoing prob-
lem for the folks in Scotch Plains and
the surrounding area,” said Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella at last
Thursday’s meeting. “And I think we
have found that kind of balance (of
deer-per-acre)” similar to a deer man-
agement program held in the
Watchung Reservation.

“We feel like this will provide some
relief to the (Scotch Plains) mayor
(Martin Marks), who has been reach-
ing out to us,” said Freeholder
Mirabella, a resident of the neighbor-

ing community of Fanwood.
Scotch Plains has reported the num-

ber of deer carcasses along the reserva-
tion has increased from 42 in 2000 to 78
in 2004. The township police depart-
ment found more than 278 deer car-
casses between the years 2000 to 2004.

The township has applied to the New
Jersey Fish and Game Council for ap-
proval of its deer management plan.

Mayor Marks said last month that
state officials might approve a deer hunt
permit only if recreational hunting is
permitted first. He said county officials
have said they are hesitant to allow such
hunting in a non-rural area of New Jer-
sey.

“Our first priority has been the
safety of residents around the Ash
Brook Reservation,” County Man-
ager George Devanney said in a press
release issued on January 26. “That’s
why we are insisting on this type of
activity using professional marksmen
who have worked with us before in
management efforts in the Watchung
Reservation.”

When reached for comment on Mon-
day, Mayor Martin Marks said he was
“very appreciative” that the county
had made the deer-reduction program
a top priority. Two weeks ago, the
mayor said he met with county offi-
cials to urge them to make a renewed
effort to convince state officials to
allow the deer hunt to go forward.

Though calling it “a step in the
right direction,” Mayor Marks said
he doesn’t expect to see “noticeable
results in the short-term. It may take
a few years,” he said, noting that a
similar reduction in the deer popula-
tion in the Watchung Reservation
wasn’t apparent until the deer- man-
agement plan was in place for sev-
eral years.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – In an effort to in-
crease county coffers, the freeholder
board last Thursday voted to approve
twilight golf hours at the county’s
four public golf courses.

As part of the annual ordinance
introduced on first reading last week,
twilight tee-off times are noon to 4
p.m. from April until August. Fees
will be $18 on weekdays and $19 on
weekends for Union County resi-
dents. Other twilight fees will be, for
weekdays and weekends, respec-
tively: Seasonal, $15 and $17, senior
citizens, $11 and $18, and youth
fees, $10 and $13. County residents
pay $22 for weekdays and $24 for
weekends for morning golf tee-off
times.

“I think it was a good idea for us to
increase revenue,” Freeholder Chair-
man Alexander Mirabella told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

The county moved a step closer last
week to finalize the $13 million pur-
chase of a 17-acre industrial parcel
on Snyder Avenue in Berkeley
Heights. The board approved a reso-
lution last Thursday to appropriate $8
million from the county’s Open Space,
Historical Preservation and Recre-
ation Trust Fund.

Director of Public Information
Sebastian D’Elia told The Leader and
The Times, “We are getting closer to
it (real estate closing) but there has
not been any closing.”

The county plans to redevelop the
property with playing fields and a
recreational area. Berkeley Heights,
which will pay $5 million of the pur-

chase price, plans to build a senior-
citizen center on a section of the land.
The Snyder Avenue property con-
tains two vacant industrial buildings,
which previously were home to Shaw
Plastics and Barry Oil Service/ Duffy
Fuels.

County officials have said part of
the property is contaminated with
asbestos and oil. The property at one
time was slated for a development of
259 residential units. Officials an-
nounced the purchase in October
2004. Remediation, to be paid by the
current owner, will begin after the
acquisition is completed.

The board also passed a resolution
to increase the contract for T&M
Associates of Middletown by $15,900
to $70,500 for the preparation of bid
specifications concerning the con-
struction of Green Meadow
Children’s Farm in Scotch Plains.
The 25-exhibit educational farm will
be located on the site of the former
Sevell Farm and Ponderosa. The
county purchased the property in 2003
for $10 million through its open space
fund.

Responding to the murder of a
Roselle teenager, Freeholder Chair-
man Alexander Mirabella an-
nounced that the county would
match the $5,000 reward by the
Essex County Prosecutor’s Office
for information leading to an arrest
in the case.

Essex County Prosecutor Paula
Dow reported that the body of Judy
Cajuste, 14, of Roselle was found on
January 13 in Weequahic Park in
Newark. The body was not identified
until January 20. The teenager was
found by Essex County Department
of Parks employees in a maintenance
garage dumpster. The Essex County
medical examiner determined that the
girl had been strangled. The victim
had been reported missing on Janu-
ary 12.

According to a January 26 story in
the The Star-Ledger, the girl told
friends that she met a man through an
online social networking website
called MySpace.com.

Union County Freeholder Angel
Estrada said parents need to keep
track of the websites their kids are
browsing on the Internet.

“For me, it was very disturbing,”
said Freeholder Estrada. “This (kids
using Internet chat rooms) is some-
thing we need to keep an eye on.”

Freeholder Mirabella said he has
instructed county officials “to use
whatever resources” are available to
assist Essex County in apprehending
the suspect.

The board also approved a $1.1
million contract to Finne Building
and Investment, Inc. of Plainfield to
provide utility system improve-
ments to the Deserted Village of
Feltville, a mid-1800s mill town
located on county parkland in Ber-
keley Heights.

TRENTON - Chairman of the As-
sembly Financial Institutions and In-
surance Committee, Assemblyman
Neil M. Cohen, is sponsoring legisla-
tion to regulate pharmacy benefits
management (PBM) companies that
manage prescription drug benefits for
sponsors of health care plans in New
Jersey.

The committee held the measure
for a future vote after hearing testi-
mony from various interest groups,
including pharmacists, representa-
tives of national PBMs and consumer
organizations. Over 30 states have
filed suits against PBMs for ques-
tionable business practices.

PBMs contract with various orga-
nizations in the state, including man-
aged care organizations, self-insured
employers, insurance  companies, and
Medicaid and Medicare managed care
plans. The issue of PBMs and how
they work was raised during the 2005
governor’s race. Republican guber-
natorial candidate Doug Forrester
owned and operated a PBM and the
practices of PBMs became an issue.

“PBMs remain the only unregu-
lated industry directly involved in the
delivery and cost of prescription drug
benefits to New Jerseyans,” said
Deputy Speaker Cohen. “With their
ability to control approved drug lists
and unilaterally switch or swap drugs
for prescribed treatments without
medical authorization, PBMs require
regulation to ensure patient safety.”

Under the bill (A-320), PBMs man-
aging the prescription drug benefits
for New Jersey healthcare providers
would receive a renewable three-year
certification from the New Jersey
Department of Banking and Insur-
ance (DOBI), which also would over-
see the regulation. The commissioner
of DOBI would be authorized to deny,
suspend or revoke the certification of

any PBM in New Jersey and would be
responsible for assessing fines of $250
to $10,000 a day to any PBM operat-
ing in violation of this measure.

“We simply want to make sure
PBMs operating in New Jersey pro-
vide high quality pharmaceuticals to
patients without endangering their
safety,” said Assemblyman Cohen.
“At the same time, we also need to
ensure that PBMs pass cost savings
onto us - the patients and consumers
- instead of quietly enriching them-
selves under the guise of making pre-
scription drugs more affordable.”

HELPING HANDS...Scotch Plains-Fanwood Girl Scout Troop 417 donates five
skeins of wool to the St. Helen’s Prayer Shawl Ministry. The Brunner School
second graders heard about the Westfield church’s new ministry, in which a
group of women have volunteered to knit prayer shawls for those experiencing
illness or needing comfort through prayers and a tangible sign of the love of others,
and wanted to show their support for the church’s effort.


