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COMMUNITY SUPPORT…Girl Scouts from the Fanwood/Scotch Plains Com-
munity of the Girl Scouts of Washington Rock Council (GSWRC) visit with,
pictured, left to right, Sameen Joseph, Victor Pichado, Miriam Jackson and
Pierette Doss of PNC Bank in Fanwood as part of GSWRC’s 2006 Cookie Sale.
Girls from all 24 communities the council serves will be reaching out to area
businesses and residences through Sunday, February 5, peddling the renowned
treats. For more information on purchasing Girl Scout cookies, please call the
council offices at (908) 232-3236 or access www.westfieldnj.com/girlscouts.
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Erratum
A headline above a story report-

ing the closing of Beautiful Things
in Scotch Plains in the January 26
issue should have indicated that Nell
and Austin Goodwin of Westfield
have owned the store for 14 years.
The store has been existence for 33
years.

The Goodwins bought the store
from Henri Leighton upon the death
of his wife Paula. Mr. Leighton died
in 2004.

an “Intelligence Community” card.
Based on his representations and false
credentials, WGU hired Mr.
Mukherji.

The Defense Intelligence Commu-
nity card stated that the bearer, Mr.
Mukherji, was an employee of one or
more United States Intelligence Com-
munity entities and that he was au-
thorized to carry government-issued
firearms in the course of carrying out
his official duties. The card also stated
that all U.S. and allied personnel were

had landscaped the retaining wall to
about a 90-degree angle, which cre-
ated a seven-foot cliff in her back-
yard.

In the process of building the retain-
ing wall, Mr. Segal’s contractor dug
into the land and the roots of one of
Mrs. Gelfand’s 60-foot trees had been
cut, causing the tree to fall. According
to her testimony, the tree almost hit her
home. Furthermore, it was learned that
Mr. Segal’s retaining wall cuts three
feet onto Mrs. Gelfand’s property. She
has agreed to bring a quick resolution
to the matter and is willing to sign an
easement with Mr. Segal to allow the
retaining wall to remain.

Mrs. Gelfand testified that there is no
fence protecting anyone from falling
off of the seven-foot drop in her back
yard, which she said presents a danger.
She explained that Mr. Segal has agreed
to install a fence in the near future. Mr.
Segal said he has paid an estimated
amount of $6,500 in landscape repairs
to Mrs. Gelfand’s property.

Richard Leona of 6 Rainier Road
testified that in the process of the
excavation work, one of his 60-foot
trees had a large percentage of the
roots cut away. He expressed to the
board that the tree is unsafe and may
fall at any time. He urged to board to
quickly look into the matter.

Walter Scott of 445 Midway,
whose property is located on the side
of Mr. Segal’s, testified that part of
the front-yard retaining wall spills
over to his property line. The board
informed Mr. Scott that he would
have to have an easement drafted
with Mr. Segal.

The original plans for 453 Midway had
called for a two-story home. When Mr.
Helmstetter was investigating the side-
yard set back, he noticed the structure had
been three stories, which had been differ-
ent from the original plans approved by
the board. Mr. Helmstetter explained to
the board that three-story homes are not
permitted in the residential zone where
Mr. Segal’s property is located.

The application will resume at the
board’s Wednesday, March 29 meet-
ing when Mr. Segal’s architect will
explain the changes to the plans,
which were made to the home prior
to construction.

The board approved a new drive-
way for Gary Price at 225 Forest
Road. Mr. Price had agreed to con-
struct a storm management system.

The board also approved Seth
Weingarten’s request that his drive-
way at 55 Shady Lane be widened as
long as he used pavers and replaced
his backyard patio with the same type
of pavers.
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Fanwood ‘Prodigy’
Faces Federal Charges

requested by the director of the card’s
issuing agency and by the director of
the central intelligence to render all
appropriate assistance.

The indictment further stated that
the defense intelligence badge and
the other credentials were not is-
sued or otherwise authorized by the
DOD or the DIA or any of its com-
ponents.

Additionally, the indictment alleged
that on or about Nov. 8, 2004, a New
Brunswick police officer, while in-
vestigating stalking charges filed
against Mr. Mukherji, recovered the
defense intelligence badge and the
other credentials from Mr. Mukherji’s
possession. On or about July 29, 2005,
pursuant to a court-authorized search
warrant, the FBI and the Middlesex
County Prosecutor’s Office found
images of the false defense intelli-
gence credentials on Mr. Mukherji’s
computer.

FBI agents spoke with Mr. Mukherji
about the false credentials, according
to the indictment, and Mr. Mukherji
told the FBI that he was issued the
credentials during his employment
with a company named R6 and that
R6 was a subsidiary of the A Group.
According to the indictment, neither
the A Group nor any of its subsidiar-
ies issued the questionable creden-
tials to Mr. Mukherji, which consti-
tuted Mr. Mukherji knowingly and
willfully making a materially false,
fictitious and fraudulent statement to
the FBI, the indictment alleged.

Mr. Mukherji, who was a busi-
ness partner with former Morris
County prosecutor and one-time gu-
bernatorial candidate Michael
Murphy, told The Times that the
computer confiscated by the FBI,
was Mr. Murphy’s computer, not
his.

According to Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney, Ricardo Solano, who is handling
the case, Mr. Mukherji could be fac-
ing a maximum of 15 years in federal
prison if convicted on all the counts
in the indictment.

Mr. Mukherji’s attorney, James
Plaisted of Roseland, could not be
reached by phone for comment. Mr.
Mukherji maintains he was a “de-
fense intelligence specialist” for the
Marine Corps. He provided The Times
with documentation verifying that his
job designation with the Marine Corps
was specified as being in military
intelligence and as a Middle Eastern
linguist.

“I do not harbor any grudges against
the woman falsely accusing me, but I
do think that she needs help,” Mr.
Mukherji stated. “When this is over,
some people will be held civilly ac-
countable.”

Mr. Mukherji, who remains free on
bail, has run his own Internet market-
ing firm and has been a partner in
several multi-million-dollar market-
ing ventures, including the land deal
between the Borough of Fanwood
and Landmark LLC for development
of the former Dean Oil site.

According to Mr. Solano, a trial
date has not been set. Fanwood Po-
lice Lieutenant Richard Trigo said
the police department is cooperating
and assisting the U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice and the Middlesex County
Prosecutor’s Office with the ongoing
investigation, but he had no further
comment on the case.

sibility of it being situated at the
library in conjunction with a facility
expansion there. The mayor also said
the initial plans for the center, which
would include two gymnasiums, car-
ried too high a price tag and would
likely be scaled back before the coun-
cil gives its approval.

Mr. Poerio said the commission
“has put forth an aggressive proposal
they feel meets the community’s
needs. We certainly understand the
dollars involved with such a project
and will work very closely with the
council to determine what the needs
are for the overall community.”

He expressed his hope that final
decisions will be made this year so
that construction can begin either later
in 2006 or in 2007.

The miniature golf course planned
for the shag field at Scotch Hills Coun-
try Club will hopefully be operating
sometime this spring, according to
Mr. Poerio. The course will be situ-
ated on the triangular piece of prop-
erty at the corner of Jerusalem Road
and Plainfield Avenue. Several
months ago the recreation commis-
sion held a public meeting to which
neighborhood residents were invited
to hear about the plans and ask ques-
tions or raise objections. No one in
attendance raised any significant ob-
jections, Mr. Poerio said.

As part of the 18-hole mini golf
course development, the parking lot at
Scotch Hills will be expanded, adding
40 to 50 additional parking spaces.

With space for additional ballfields
very limited, Mr. Poerio is looking to
expand the hours some of the existing
fields can be used. At present, there
are no lighted fields in Scotch Plains,
but a recent $172,000 grant from
Union County will be used to light
the new soccer and baseball fields
that are planned for Brookside Park.

The township’s recreation commis-
sion is also looking into lighting the
field behind the southside firehouse
on Martine Avenue, Mr. Poerio told

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Planning Bd.
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Rec. Director Discusses
Plans for New Year

The Times. He mentioned that a full-
size football/soccer turf field could
replace the existing Little League field
behind the firehouse. Additionally,
the county is moving forward on re-
furbishing two ballfields, one at the
Union County Vocational-Technical
School and the other at the field on
westbound Route 22.

Plans to turn the former Terry-Lou
Zoo property, which has been unused
for several years, into a passive park
remain on the town government’s
agenda, although Mr. Poerio said “the
higher priority is for active ballfields
right now.” With residents demand-
ing increased ballfields, this is where
the attention must be focused, he said.

The recreation department will
continue to be involved in shared
service efforts, Mr. Poerio said. Al-
ready, the department has been a
player in several three-way arrange-
ments between Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and the local board of edu-
cation, including the field renovation
at Park Middle School, which he
called “the primary example” of a
successful shared-service effort.

The three entities are also purchas-
ing four new pieces of field mainte-
nance equipment, some of which will
be stored at a new jointly financed
maintenance facility at the Depart-
ment of Public Works property on
Plainfield Avenue.

The recreation department hopes
to offer online registration for all of
its programs this year. Mr. Poerio
envisions residents being able to log
onto a website, set up an account and
then register and pay for whatever
program they wish, be it summer camp
or a senior-citizen exercise class.

When asked to name the projects
of which he is most proud, Mr. Poerio
listed Memorial Park on Plainfield
Avenue, whose baseball and soccer
fields opened in September 2003, and
the “Field of Dreams” ballfield reno-
vation at Park Middle School in 2004.
The latter project was unique, Mr.
Poerio said, because “you had four
entities [Scotch Plains, Fanwood, the
board of education and Union County]
come together and facilitate that
project,” which he called a benefit “to
the kids who play there and to the
taxpayers.”

The three local entities each appro-
priated $100,000 toward the project
and the county matched the total
$300,000. The town’s $100,000 in-
vestment, Mr. Poerio noted, returned
$500,000. “That was significant,” he
said.

POLICE BLOTTER
Scotch Plains

Monday, January 23, a resident of
Winding Brook Way reported being the
victim of fraud. The victim told police she
received a letter from her credit card
company stating someone had made un-
authorized charges. She said someone
ordered a Dell computer valued at $700
using her credit card.

Thursday, January 26, a resident of
Crestwood Drive reported being the vic-
tim of identity theft. The victim stated
that someone used her personal informa-
tion to obtain a Nextel phone.

Friday, January 27, a resident of Old
Farm Road reported being the victim of
burglary. The victim stated her vehicle
was entered and items were removed.
The vehicle was parked in her driveway
and was unlocked. She said lose change
was taken from the vehicle.

Friday, January 27, a resident of West
Court reported being the victim of bur-
glary. The victim said he left his vehicle
unlocked in front of his house that some-
one entered the vehicle and took change.

Sunday, January 29, a student at Union
Catholic High School reported that his
vehicle was vandalized while it was parked
in the school’s parking lot.

Fanwood
Tuesday, January 24, Keven C. Wynns,

24, of Somerset was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Midway Avenue
and Forest Road, which revealed out-
standing warrants.

Tuesday, January 24 Deron F. Lespoir,
31, of Elizabeth was arrested on North
Avenue after a motor vehicle stop re-
vealed numerous outstanding warrants.
Lespoir was also charged with obstruc-
tion of justice.

Tuesday, January 24, Jamee E. McCoy,
28, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Farley Avenue at
Thorn Place, which revealed outstanding
warrants.

Thursday, January 26, Sharon E.
Gerald, 51, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on La
Grande Avenue and Forest Street, which
revealed outstanding warrants.

Friday, January 27, Murto Bruno, 32,
of Roselle was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road at Columbia
Avenue, which revealed outstanding war-
rants.

Saturday, January 28, Gaetano P.
Treppiccion, 41, of Stockton was arrested
for outstanding warrants after a motor
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue and La
Grande Avenue.

Monday, January 30, Natwan T.
Jenkins, 28, of Plainfield was arrested for
active warrants following a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road and La Grande Av-
enue. Passenger Nyrisha D. Jenkins, 26,
of Plainfield was also arrested for out-
standing warrants.

Monday, January 30, Shannon V.
Fowler, 34, of New Brunswick was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue and Shady Lane, which
revealed outstanding warrants.

Monday, January 30, Walter Ferrer-
Perez, 28, of Paterson was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on North
Avenue at Hetfield Avenue for outstand-
ing warrants.

Monday, January 30, Eraste E. Pierre,
34, of Elizabeth was arrested on active
warrants following a motor vehicle stop
on Midway Avenue at Shasta Place.

Monday, Janaury 30, Enrique A.
Rivera, 23, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Mid-
way Avenue, which revealed numerous
outstanding warrants.

Mountainside
Wednesday, January 25, Steven J.

Garcia, 30, of Elizabeth was arrested for
eluding police with a motor vehicle in a
high-speed chase after the suspect fled
the scene of a motor vehicle stop on Route
22. According to police, Garcia was be-
lieved to be driving a vehicle that was
suspected of being involved in a burglary.

When the officer approached the driver
side window, the suspect fled the scene,
police said. Before being apprehended,
Garcia caused five vehicles to drive off
the road before rear-ending a civilian
vehicle that was stopped at a red light in
Newark, where the suspect was appre-
hended after a struggle that involved the
suspect trying to steal the officer’s hand-
gun, police said.

A search of the vehicle produced a
notebook containing money along with
names, addresses and two black ski masks,
police said. Garcia was also charged with
outstanding warrants. Santos J. Arocho,
Jr., 26, of Elizabeth, a passenger in the
vehicle was also arrested at the same time
for resisting arrest and for active war-
rants, police said.

Thursday, January 26, Kevin Ballard,
40, of Newark was arrested and charged
with contempt-of-court charges. He was
apprehended at the East Orange Police
Department and transported back to
Mountainside police headquarters.

Monday, January 30, an attendant at a
Route 22 gas station reported that a mo-
torist, who was driving a green Ford Ex-
plorer, filled his tank and left without
paying.

The attendant told police he recorded
the license plate number before the ve-
hicle drove away. According to police,
the license plate was stolen from a similar
vehicle in Scotch Plains. The victim de-
scribed the driver as a white male, ap-
proximately six feet tall with a slim build.
The passanger was described only as a
black male. The total amount of the gas
stolen was $33.37. The incident is under
investigation, police said.

  
  

For Reservations: (908) 233-2822

Music by The David Aaron Trio

Complimentary glass of
Wine or Champagne

B.Y.O.B.

Dinners starting at $15.95 per person
(Children’s Menu Available)

Serving 4pm to 10pm

SHEFFIELD’S RESTAURANT & CATERING HOUSE

(Across from Lowe’s Movie Theater)
1050 Route 22 West, Mountainside NJ

like to auction off two of its problem
vehicles and put new vehicles into pa-
trol service, where vehicles typically
are used most intensely. Older vehicles
could then be rotated into other types of
services that are less punishing, he said.

“The police activity level (in the
borough) has pushed us to the limits,”
Chief Domanoski said, referring to
the need for reliable vehicles in the
department’s fleet.

The borough’s chief financial of-
ficer, Fred Tomkins, said officials are
looking into whether new police ve-
hicles could be leased through the
Union County Improvement Author-
ity, which he said has an annual lease
program that is about to start its next
cycle.

Mr. Tomkins asked whether it is pos-
sible that the borough could use narcot-
ics forfeiture funds to buy new police
vehicles, as it has recently to buy new
vehicle-mounted police rifles, legally
required ammunition or other special-
ized equipment. Police Captain Edward
White responded that conditions for us-
ing such funds are restricted and the
money may not be used to supplement
or replace a budget line item.

Councilman Bruce Walsh questioned
whether the police department could put
bicycle officers into service to supple-
ment the service of police cars, as has
been done in other municipalities.

Chief Domanoski said that is not a
viable option in Fanwood. “You can’t
use bikes for primary patrol. They can
really only be used for specialized
service to supplement patrol cars,” he
said, adding that special training and
equipment would be required.

Chief Domanoski said the other
main issues factoring into the police
department’s budget for 2006 are an-
ticipated cost increases for 911 medi-
cal emergency calls, overtime ex-
penses and contract services for re-
pairing traffic signals along the
Martine Avenue corridor.

In terms of 911 emergency medical
calls, the chief explained that the bor-
ough routes such calls to an Overlook
Hopsital-based service (run by Atlantic
Health System) known as CENCOM,
which charges a per-call fee. Chief
Domanoski said medical calls have in-
creased, due in large part to nighttime
calls from staff at The Chelsea of
Fanwood residences for seniors. There-
fore, police officials would like to put
some extra money into the new budget
to compensate for the growing number
of calls the South Avenue facility.

Captain White explained that the
borough still handles non-medical 911
calls, but he said that taking over
medical calls would require signifi-
cant training expenses and tie-up
manpower. “For liability and training
purposes, it’s well worth it” for the
borough to contract out its 911 medi-
cal calls, said Captain White.

Finally, Mayor Mahr drew attention
to the significant costs of police de-
partment overtime. “We are very spe-
cific in the dollar amount allocated for
overtime this year,” said Mayor Mahr.
Mr. Tomkins put the anticipated over-
time figure at $84,000 for 2006, after

a significant jump in overtime costs
last year – in December alone, the
overtime expenses totaled $9,000.

Chief Domanoski explained that the
police department has three officers off
duty due to disability, and that means
other officers have to cover those duties.

“We need to get back to full strength,
because we can’t afford to do this,” said
Mr. Tomkins, referring to the police
personnel and overtime issue. Police
officials said they are now assessing the
options for either replacing the officers
– two of whom are seriously injured –
or getting them back on duty.

In summarizing the police
department’s budget picture, Chief
Domanoski noted that the department
operates with 21 officers and nine
vehicles on about $73,000. “That’s
nothing compared to what other towns
the same size are doing,” the chief
said. “We’re heroes for working on
this budget,” he added.

In addition to the discussion about
the police department’s budget, the
mayor and council also touched on
some other budget-related issues, in-
cluding the state-mandated formula for
determining how to finance municipal
libraries. Mr. Tomkins indicated that
the formula would require an extra
$30,000 in funding for Fanwood’s li-
brary this year. Councilman Walsh said
he would like to see additional discus-
sion about the library’s budget and sug-
gested that library officials come be-
fore the mayor and council at a meeting
in the near future.

The governing body also discussed
reviewing options for reducing mu-
nicipal court expenses, which have
gone up due to increased expenses
for foreign-language translators and
other factors.

While the borough has not yet pub-
licly released any preliminary 2006
budget figures, Mr. Tomkins pointed
out that, overall, “there is not a lot of
fat” to cut out of the budget. Mayor
Mahr said that, as special budget
meetings continue into the spring, the
borough will “keep looking at every-
thing” in the individual department
proposals to keep expenses in line.

During the public participation
portion of the meeting, Fanwood resi-
dent Joe Nagy suggested that the
borough prepare and mail out to all
residents a simple explanation and
summary of the 2006 budget’s major
expenditures and other details, simi-
lar to the document produced by the
school board.

“There is a monumental ignorance
about the budget (in the borough),” Mr.
Nagy said. “And this could be a first
step toward addressing that,” he said.

“I think that’s a fabulous idea,”
Mayor Mahr responded. She said the
borough will look into options, such
as including “reader-friendly and vi-
sually-appealing” pie charts and other
information that could either be mailed
out with tax bills or distributed in the
“Fanwoodian” publication.

The next budget review meeting is
scheduled for this evening (Thurs-
day, February 2) at 7:30 p.m. in Bor-
ough Hall on North Martine Avenue.
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