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Fred Lecomte for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
UNBELIEVABLE WEATHER...A stroll down Park Avenue is a treat Monday for a mother and children as the wonderful
weather in the area continued to be uncharacteristic for the end of January.

BOE, PTA Invite
Residents to Forum

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood PTA
Council invite residents to attend their
annual round-table discussion. The fo-
rum offers an opportunity for the pub-
lic to ask questions and to learn more
about current topics of interest in the
school district.

The roundtable discussion will be
held on Thursday, February 16, at 7:30
p.m. in the media center at Park Middle
School, located on Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains. For more information,
contact Amy Carow, PTA Council Vice
President, at (908) 889-4918.

Meghan Gill  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SIGNS OF THE TIME...Lawn signs are showing up around town, as supporters
of the teachers union express their views regarding the ongoing contract negotia-
tions with the board of education.

Federal Grand Jury Indicts FW
‘Prodigy’ on Additional Charges
By DEBORAH MADISON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — A 21-year-old
Fanwood resident hailed as a busi-
ness prodigy, Raj Mukherji, has been
indicted by a federal grand jury on
charges of impersonating a U.S. De-
fense Intelligence agent, fraud in con-
nection with unauthorized use and
possession of false identification
documents and lying to the FBI when
questioned about the source of those
credentials.

Mr. Mukherji was previously in-
dicted by a state grand jury in No-
vember on charges of stalking two
women, witness tampering, burglary
and contempt of court.

Mr. Mukherji, who was arraigned
on the federal charges on Friday, Janu-
ary 27, told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that state and federal
charges stem from unfounded accu-

sations and are erroneous. He main-
tains that the prosecutors are being
misled by false accusations being
made by one of the women he was
accused of stalking.

The 11-page indictment, a public
document obtained by The Times, al-
leged that on October 25, 2002, Mr.
Mukherji sent a letter to a Justice of
the Peace in Harrington, Del., asking
the court to dismiss a speeding ticket.
In that letter, Mr. Mukherji allegedly
stated that he was “a DLPP agent for
U.S. Defense Intelligence.” He also
allegedly identified his e-mail ad-
dress as “Raj@DIA.USDOD.US” in
the letter.

The summons was dismissed fol-
lowing receipt of the defendant’s let-
ter, the indictment stated. According
to the indictment, DOD stands for the
Department of Defense and DIA, a
department under the DOD, is an

acronym for Defense Intelligence
Agency. Mr. Mukherji told The Times
that in the letter he accurately repre-
sented that he was a “DLPT agent”
which, according to Mr. Mukherji,
stands for Defense Language Profi-
ciency Trained.

He said this was the valid title for
his job with the Marine Corps and he
can and will provide documented
proof of this title when court date
arrives. He also claimed that he did
not ask for the speeding ticket to be
dismissed, but merely postponed be-
cause of his impending trip overseas.

The indictment also stated that on
or about November 5, 2002, Mr.
Mukherji walked into the U.S. Con-
sulate in Calcutta, India and stated
that he needed to speak with a repre-
sentative of the Defense Attaché Of-
fice (DAO). According to the indict-
ment, Mr. Mukherji presented a gold
badge purportedly issued by “defense
intelligence” and stated that his or-
ders were to contact DAO regarding
his work assignments.

The indictment further alleged that
the gold-badge, with his name,
“Mukherji” embossed across the top,
also had the words “defense” and
“intelligence” under his name, the
initials “USDOD” and the seal of the
United States imprinted in the middle.
The indictment also alleged that on or
about May 2004, Mr. Mukherji ap-
plied for employment with “WGU,
Inc.,” a security services company
located in Manalapan, a subsidiary of
the “A Group,” a Manalapan com-
puter company.

The indictment alleged that Mr.
Mukherji told WGU that he could
help them secure government con-
tracts to provide security services.
The indictment alleged that Mr.
Mukherji presented his defense intel-
ligence badge to an employee of the
A Group along with a defense intelli-
gence picture identification card and

SP-F BOE Budget Draft
Shows 5.48-Percent Hike

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Board of
education members last Thursday
night heard a PowerPoint presenta-
tion on family math night, received a
summary of the 2006-2007 budget
and approved of the 2006-2007 school
calendar.

The board also received five letters
from members of the community re-
garding teacher contract negotiations,
reflecting support for the board in
these negotiations.

Concerned parent Cheryl Kriney
of Redwood Road in Scotch Plains
addressed the board regarding class
size. She cited an article that ap-
peared in the Star Ledger regarding
Jefferson Township and how the town
“found $400,000” to reduce class
sizes.

She asked the board if this could be
done in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
district. Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Carol Choye responded, “Our
business administrator, Anthony
DelSordi, is one of the best in the
state,” and that if there was an extra
$500,000 to be found in the budget,
then it would be found.

Board member Betty Anne Woerner
said that she was, “surprised and up-
set that the class sizes were what they
were this year,” and hopes that the
situation will improve next year.

Board Vice President Thomas
Russo also addressed Ms. Kriney. He
stated, “Our budget has become bet-
ter; the process is better, it is a much
tighter process. If we were able to
find $400,000 or $500,000, then we
weren’t doing our jobs.”

Mr. DelSordi presented the board
with the first draft of the 2006-2007
school budget, reflecting a 5.48 per-
cent increase over the current 2006-
2007 budget. The proposed spending
plan includes 14 new teachers for the
2006-2007 school year, with “a sub-
stantial number for elementary
schools,” Mr. DelSordi said. He
stressed that there has been no infor-
mation or guidelines from the state
regarding the spending cap rate or
cost of living index, and the district
does not forecast an increase in state
aid.

In other news, the board adopted
the academic calendar for 2006-2007
school year by an 8-1 tally. Board
member Warren McFall voted against
the calendar, noting that the calendar
did not reflect a winter recess, which
he felt was important. The board also
approved English course proficiencies

for the following electives: The Col-
lege Portfolio, Literature to Films,
Debate and Discussion, The Comic
Vision, and The Nature of Evil.

Nominating petitions for seats on
the board of education are due to Mr.
DelSordi by 4 p.m. on Monday, Feb-
ruary 27. Petitions must be signed by
at least 10 voters residing in the dis-
trict, one of whom may be the candi-
date.

Tonight, February 2, will be the
first of the individual budget meet-
ings. An open agenda meeting will
take place on Thursday, February 9,
at 7:30 p.m.

On Wednesday, February 16 there
will be a PTA-Roundtable meeting at
Park Middle School at 7:30 p.m. The
board will conduct a public hearing
on the school budget on Tuesday,
March 28.

Walter DiNizo Retires After 20
Years in Public Works Business

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — As he retires
this week after more than 20 years of
public works service in Union County
— the last 13-plus years as director of
public property in Scotch Plains —
Walter DiNizo says he won’t miss
dealing with the hurricanes, floods,
blizzards and windstorms that have
hit the area over the years.

“I will miss the wonderful people”
in the department, he told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times on his final
day at the office on Tuesday morning.
He called the two dozen public works
employees “great” and “talented”
people who helped him, he said,
“make Scotch Plains a better place to
live.”

Mr. DiNizo became head of the
department in 1992 after stints with
the Union County Department of
Public Works and in Mountainside,
where he served as director of public
works.

It’s been an eventful tenure, Mr.
DiNizo recalled, listing some of the
events he and his department have
weathered over the years. The winter
of 1994, which featured a series of
snow and ice storms, “was really the
worst,” he said. “Then there was the
blizzard of [January] 1996, the tor-
nado on Labor Day 1998 and hurri-
cane Floyd” a year later. “I’ve been
through just about every disaster you
can imagine.”

Mr. DiNizo said there is no season
or time of year worse or better than
another. The biggest challenge, he
said, is the annual leaf collection that
normally occurs in the last two months
of the year.

“It differs from year to year and

depends on when they fall,” he said.
This year, for instance, “there’s been
no snow, and we’re still picking up
leaves and branches” due to the
warmer-than-average temperatures
that has allowed residents to continue
cleaning up their yards.

“This has been the most difficult
year as far as leaves and branches are
concerned.” On the flip side, snowy
weather in December can delay leaf
collection by weeks as has happened
a few times in recent years, he said.

He said the biggest change he’s
seen in public works in the past 20
years is the “the additional paper-
work at all levels — municipal,
county, state,” Mr. DiNizo said. Most
recently, there are the numerous ad-
ministrative requirements associated
with the recently issued state
stormwater management regulations.
The added attention to paperwork has

meant that, “I’m not out on the road
as much as I would like to be.”

While he may be retiring from
service in Scotch Plains, Mr. DiNizo
has no plans to “go gently into the
night.” “I’m starting a new life,” he
said. He expects to consult with
town officials as plans to replace
the roof and heating and ventilation
system at the municipal building on
Park Avenue and to build a new
public works facility move forward
this year. He also wants to increase
his involvement with the American
Public Works Association and fur-
ther plans to work as a notary for
title companies in New Jersey.

And he is “not closing the door on
another position in public works,”
although it would have to be some-
place closer to his home at the Jersey
Shore. “If an opportunity arose,” he
said, “I wouldn’t rule it out.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Senior Center, Lighted Fields
Top Rec. Director’s Agenda

Planning Bd. Hears Concerns
About Midway Ave. Home

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — As he be-
gins his sixth year as the township’s
director of parks and recreation, Ray
Poerio says the biggest challenges he
faces are space, specifically a lack of
it, and “doing more with less.”

Those potential roadblocks, how-
ever, aren’t deterring the department
or the township recreation commis-
sion from pursuing an agenda that
includes development of a senior/
community center, a miniature golf
course, lighted ballfields and addi-
tional programs.

Mr. Poerio, who took over as head
of the department in January 2001,
talked to The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times last week about some of the
accomplishments of the past five years
and some of the projects on his agenda
for the coming years. He saluted his
“wonderful staff” in the department
offices at the municipal building and
the personnel who maintain the parks,
ballfields and the grounds at Scotch

Hills Country Club.
“Their tireless efforts are why the

parks are kept in such good condi-
tion,” he said, pointing out the impor-
tance of maintaining the town’s rec-
reational assets. “The initial invest-
ment [in a park or ballfield] is one
thing,” Mr. Poerio said. “But if you
don’t have the proper staff to main-
tain those facilities, that investment
goes down the drain.” He added that
all the investment made in parks and
recreation programs over the past sev-
eral years “would not have been pos-
sible without the support of the town-
ship council, especially Councilman
Frank Rossi,” who serves as the gov-
erning body’s liaison to the recre-
ation commission.

One of the items on Mayor Martin
Marks’ 2006 agenda is the construc-
tion of a new senior/community cen-
ter. The mayor told The Times last
month that the new facility would
likely be based at Brookside Park,
although he did not rule out the pos-

By JAMES HALLERAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough’s
planning board heard testimony last
Wednesday concerning the remodel-
ing of a home on Midway Avenue.
Construction has been halted, while
the board and building department
investigate several violations of the
original construction plan approved
by the board in 2004.

Neighbors brought several concerns
before the board concerning a retaining
wall, which, according to the neighbors,

abuts their properties. In addition, they
alerted the board to damage done to trees
on their properties. Borough officials
noted that an extra floor of living space
was added to the floor, which is a viola-
tion of the borough zoning laws.

Alex Segal is seeking approval on
variances, which include rear-, side-
and front-line set backs, as well as a
seven-foot retaining wall in his back
yard. The Fanwood Building Depart-
ment originally approved the remodel-
ing construction plans on February 22,
2004. Mr. Segal’s original architect had
reported to the building department
that the side-yard set back had been 10
feet, which is within variance.

However, Marsha Gelfand of 8
Rainier Road, whose property is lo-
cated directly in back of Mr. Segal’s,
had paid for a survey, which cost $700.
She testified that she found the side-
yard set back to be six feet and not the
10 feet as reported by Mr. Segal’s
architect. She said she brought it to
Building Inspector Bruce Helmstetter
who halted construction as a result.

Besides the issue of the side-yard
set back, there is an issue with the
backyard retaining wall. Mrs.
Gelfand’s property had been up on a
slope about a 40-degree angle ac-
cording to her testimony. Mr. Segal
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Filing Deadline for
BOE is February 27

AREA – Residents interested in
becoming a candidate for the board
of education must sign and deliver
their petitions with the board secre-
tary by the 4 p.m. deadline of Mon-
day February 27. Petitions can be
obtained at the board of education
secretary’s office.

To find information on the boards
of education in Union County, see
www.njsba.org/county/union/
union_01.htm.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education office is located at Ever-
green Avenue and Cedar Street,
Scotch Plains. The telephone number
is (908) 232-6161. The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood board secretary is Anthony
Del Sordi.

The annual school election will be
held April 18.

Detailed candidate information can
be viewed at www.spfk12.org/ and
kits can be obtained at each board of
education office.

Amy O’Brien for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLOSING DOWN…David Sutter, owner of Lancaster, Ltd, on Elm Street, has
announced the closing of the store after 45 years. Mr. Sutter, who is retiring, has
owned the store for 20 years.

FW Council Hears
Police Budget Details

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen Mahr
and the borough council held the sec-
ond in a series of special budget meet-
ings Tuesday night at borough hall. The
main focus of the meeting was a lengthy
presentation – done at the request of the

mayor and council – by borough police
department officials regarding their
2006 budget requests and any changes
from the current budget.

Police Chief Donald Domanoski
explained that there are a few main
differences in the 2006 budget request.
The first is the proposed purchase or
lease of two new police cars at a cost of
$50,000. Chief Domanoski told the
mayor and council that the department’s
current fleet of vehicles is aging and
becoming increasingly expensive to
repair and keep in service. In fact, he
said the borough spent about $9,000 on
vehicle maintenance in 2005, primarily
blamed on three heavily-used patrol
vehicles which keep needing repairs.

Noting that the police department
received no new vehicles last year and
only one SUV the year before, Chief
Domanoski said the department would
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