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Beautiful Things to Close; WF
Couple Ran Store for 14 Yrs

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader
END OF AN ERA…Beautiful Things owners Nell and Austin Goodwin of
Westfield (with store manager Susan Musano of Scotch Plains, right) close the
store, which they owned for 14 years.

By AMY O’BRIEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — After 33 years
in business, Beautiful Things, the first
contemporary crafts store in New Jer-
sey, is closing its doors. The popular
store, at Second Avenue in Scotch
Plains, represents more than 400 crafts-
men from across the country.

Nell and Austin Goodwin of
Westfield have owned the store for
14 years after buying it from Henri
Leighton upon the death of his wife,
Paula. Mr. Leighton died in 2004.

The Goodwins said that business
had been great up until the last two
years when they noticed it had slowed
considerably. They discussed closing
last year “but they loved it too much to
let it go,” Mrs. Goodwin said.

Mrs. Goodwin noted that it is not
just Beautiful Things that has been
affected by the economy but crafts-
men from across the country as well.
“There aren’t too many stores left
that sell contemporary American
crafts exclusively.”

In staying open, the Goodwins made
a conscious decision not to change the
tenor of the store. “We didn’t want to
start importing, we wanted to keep the
quality high” and stay with our style
of crafts, she said, “but it wasn’t
enough. It is wrenching to say goodbye
to the customers. I’ve watched little
girls grow up who now come in with
their children. We’ve had lots of tears
and lots of hugging.”

The store announced a closing sale
beginning in January but didn’t ex-
pect everything to sell so quickly. The
near-empty store, where everything is
33 percent off, will remain open
through the first week in February
with merchandise 50 percent off and
then close, donating what remains.

The store drew customers from all
over New Jersey. Toms River resident
Michaeleen Smith said, “I’ve looked
for years for the delicate light glass
Christmas ornaments they sold here. I
would travel anywhere for a store like
this and will miss Beautiful Things.”

Mrs. Goodwin said she couldn’t have
made it the last 10 years without the
help of store manager, Scotch Plains
resident Susan Musano, who knows all
the customers and says she has “no
plans for herself after the closing.”

Scotch Plains Business and Pro-
fessional Association President Lisa
Mohn, who owns the Apple Blossom
Flower Shop, said the Goodwins “will
be greatly missed by the town and me
personally, their closing brings tears
to my eyes. They have been very
generous to Scotch Plains — every-
thing they ever donated raised a lot of
money for the scholarship fund.”

The Goodwins have been Westfield
residents for 38 years where they
raised their two children, a daughter
who now lives in Montclair and a
son, who is a metal sculptor and
gallery-owner — the Red Saw, on
Broad Street in Newark. The
Goodwins, who have operated bought
Beautiful Things from Mr.Leighton.

Austin Goodwin, who has been
designing unique, contemporary jew-
elry for 50 years, will continue creat-
ing commissioned pieces from his
home studio. Prior to joining his wife
at Beautiful Things, Mr. Goodwin
taught fine art, metals, ceramic and
jewelry design at Kean College, now
Kean University, for 38 years.

As for the next phase of her life, Nell
Goodwin says, “Who knows? I’ll re-
group. It’s been a long time since I’ve
worked on my own art. I like to cook.
I have all kinds of options.”

  
  

For Reservations: (908) 233-2822

Music by The David Aaron Trio

Complimentary glass of
Wine or Champagne

B.Y.O.B.

Dinners starting at $15.95 per person
(Children’s Menu Available)

Serving 4pm to 10pm

SHEFFIELD’S RESTAURANT & CATERING HOUSE

(Across from Lowe’s Movie Theater)
1050 Route 22 West, Mountainside NJ

POLICE BLOTTER
Scotch Plains

Monday, January 23, a resident of
Winding Brook Way reported being the
victim of fraud. The victim told police she
received a letter from her credit card
company stating someone had made un-
authorized charges. She said someone
ordered a Dell computer valued at $700
using her credit card.

Thursday, January 26, a resident of
Crestwood Drive reported being the vic-
tim of identity theft. The victim stated
that someone used her personal informa-
tion to obtain a Nextel phone.

Friday, January 27, a resident of Old
Farm Road reported being the victim of
burglary. The victim stated her vehicle
was entered and items were removed.
The vehicle was parked in her driveway
and was unlocked. She said lose change
was taken from the vehicle.

Friday, January 27, a resident of West
Court reported being the victim of bur-
glary. The victim said he left his vehicle
unlocked in front of his house that some-
one entered the vehicle and took change.

Sunday, January 29, a student at Union
Catholic High School reported that his
vehicle was vandalized while it was parked
in the school’s parking lot.

Fanwood
Tuesday, January 24, Keven C. Wynns,

24, of Somerset was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Midway Avenue
and Forest Road, which revealed out-
standing warrants.

Tuesday, January 24 Deron F. Lespoir,
31, of Elizabeth was arrested on North
Avenue after a motor vehicle stop re-
vealed outstanding warrants. Lespoir was
also charged with obstruction of justice.

Tuesday, January 24, Jamee E. McCoy,
28, of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Farley Avenue,
which revealed outstanding warrants.

Thursday, January 26, Sharon E.
Gerald, 51, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on La
Grande Avenue and Forest Street, which
revealed outstanding warrants.

Friday, January 27, Murto Bruno, 32, of
Roselle was arrested following a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road at Columbia
Avenue that revealed outstanding warrants.

Saturday, January 28, Gaetano P.
Treppiccion, 41, of Stockton was arrested
for outstanding warrants after a motor
vehicle stop on Martine Avenue.

Monday, January 30, Natwan T.
Jenkins, 28, of Plainfield was arrested for
active warrants following a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road and La Grande Av-
enue. Nyrisha D. Jenkins, 26, of Plainfield
and a passenger in the vehicle was also
arrested for outstanding warrants.

Monday, January 30, Shannon V.

Fowler, 34, of New Brunswick was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop on
South Avenue and Shady Lane, which
revealed outstanding warrants.

Monday, January 30, Walter Ferrer-
Perez, 28, of Paterson was arrested fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on North
Avenue for outstanding warrants.

Monday, January 30, Eraste E. Pierre,
34, of Elizabeth was arrested on active
warrants following a motor vehicle stop
on Midway Avenue at Shasta Place.

Monday, Janaury 30, Enrique A.
Rivera, 23, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on Mid-
way Avenue, which revealed numerous
outstanding warrants.

Mountainside
Wednesday, January 25, Steven J.

Garcia, 30, of Elizabeth was arrested for
eluding police with a motor vehicle in a
high speed chase after the suspect fled the
scene of a motor vehicle stop on Route 22.
According to police, Garcia was believed
to be driving a vehicle that was suspected
of being involved in a burglary.

When the officer approached the driver
side window, the suspect fled the scene,
police said. Before being apprehended,
Garcia caused five vehicles to drive off
the road before rear-ending a civilian
vehicle that was stopped at a red light in
Newark, where the suspect was appre-
hended after a struggle that involved the
suspect trying to steal the officer’s hand-
gun, police said.

A search of the vehicle produced a
notebook containing money along with
names, addresses and two black ski masks,
police said. Garcia was also charged with
outstanding warrants. Santos J. Arocho,
Jr., 26, of Elizabeth, a passenger in the
vehicle, was also arrested at the same
time for resisting arrest and for active
warrants, police said.

Thursday, January 26, Kevin Ballard,
40, of Newark was arrested and charged
with contempt-of-court charges. He was
apprehended at the East Orange Police
Department and transported back to
Mountainside police headquarters.

Monday, January 30, an attendant at a
Route 22 gas station reported that a mo-
torist driving a green Ford Explorer filled
his tank and left without paying.

The attendant told police he recorded
the license plate number before the ve-
hicle drove away. According to police,
the license plate was stolen from a similar
vehicle in Scotch Plains. The victim was
described the driver as a white male,
approximately six feet tall with a slim
build. The passanger was described as a
black male. The total amount of the gas
stolen was $33.37. The incident is under
investigation, police said.

that he met with Mayor Andy
Skibitsky two weeks ago, and he was
assured that this was an issue he would
“try to remedy.”

Councilman Caruana added that
Mr. Goodman should inform his ten-
ants of the “free on-street parking”
nearby on Elm Street.

He added that plans are underway
to “unrestrict” more streets around
the downtown area for parking.

Councilman Caruana also confirmed
that renovations for lots 1 and 8 at Elm
and Prospect Streets would occur over
six weeks in June and July, after lot 8 on
Prospect Street is remediated of all
environmental hazards.

Executive Director Sherry Cronin
discussed the success of the “hour-
free parking” promotion which al-
lows local businesses to purchase dis-
count parking tokens to “reward” cus-
tomers. She said $5,000-worth of to-
kens have been purchased.

Mr. Spector said, “When a customer
complains about parking, it helps.”

In other business, Ms. Cronin dis-
cussed this year’s promotional events,
including “ten nights of jazz” to cel-
ebrate the 10th anniversary of the Sweet
Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival.

She added that The Star-Ledger is
also offering a cross-promotion with
jazz where restaurants can appear in six
full-color ads during the festival. They
will appear in the “Dish” section.

Ms. Cronin said DWC also plans to
partner with Comcast Cable to “en-
courage additional focus on the res-
taurants” by offering the establish-
ments the chance to purchase com-
mercials to air on the Food Network,
CNN, HGTV and ABC Family.

Other promotional items include a
“March for the Arts” in conjunction
with the Newark Museum, family movie
nights outside at the South Avenue Train
Station and a downtown New Year’s
celebration during which a “W” would
drop at the stroke of midnight.

Mrs. Cronin also discussed working
with the Westfield Historical Society to
promote its “Westfield Treasures” event,
a townwide garage sale for businesses
and residents at the South Avenue train
station. The event would include a map
of homes which participate.

Mr. Martone said the goal is to
promote Westfield not only as a down-
town destination but also as a “cul-
tural mecca.”

Mrs. Cronin also displayed the year-
end review ad, which appeared in The
Westfield Leader. The ad highlighted
the DWC’s accomplishments for 2005
and, according to Mr. Martone, re-

ceived positive feedback.
Mrs. Cronin offered a “snapshot”

of some of last year’s proudest ac-
complishments. Forty million dollars
was spent in private investment, 50
buildings were “rehabbed” and vol-
unteers logged more than 2,700 hours.

In other business, the board unani-
mously approved a façade grant for 9
Elm Street, which will soon be occu-
pied by retail store Eileen Fisher. The
design committee met with the retailer
to ensure that the façade will maintain
the historic integrity of the building.
The grant will cover 5 percent of the
total cost of the storefront renovation.

Mr. Martone indicated that the re-
tailer is “closing its location in Short
Hills Mall to move to Westfield.” He
said, “that’s certainly a feather in our
cap” while other towns within the mall’s
perimeters “struggle” to find tenants.

Ms. Cronin said the DWC is trying
to open the lines of communication
with local property owners. DWC
held two property-owner forums to
discuss promotions, design, economic
development and organization.

Mr. Martone said the forums were
a “good opportunity to stimulate dia-
logue” among property owners and
to hear their concerns. He added that
he hopes the property owners will
encourage representatives to attend
DWC meetings.

In other business, Ms. Cronin an-
nounced that one-third of the 2005
budget was used in December for holi-
day-related events and that the year’s
total budget was over by about $1,362
due to a year-end bill for the town’s
joint-insurance-fund contribution.

The DWC will hold its next meet-
ing Monday, February 27 at 8 a.m.
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DWC Holds Meeting

part because of students moving from
Westfield, as well as the “Leaps and
Bounds” pre-school autistic program
implemented last year.

Overall, the district’s special educa-
tion services expenditure will increase
from $16,383,532 to $16,852,393 or
2.86 percent. Of that $16,852,373, the
state will provide $4,563,677 in aid to
Westfield. The extraordinary aid ap-
plication is due Friday, February 24.
Last year the district received $322,168
in extraordinary aid.

Dr Kozlik said instructional and
related services personnel requests
for special education services include
an autistic classroom teacher, para-
professionals for autistic class, full-
time speech land language specialist,
full-time occupational therapist, and
a part-time physical therapist, total-
ing $303,500 per year.

Support staff personnel requests to-
tal $360,000 and include a behavior
specialist, transition coordinator, and
full-time school psychologist at WHS.

In other business, Westfield residents
interested in becoming a candidate for
the BOE can obtain petitions and a
“School Board Candidate Kit” at 302
Elm Street. Petitions need to be signed
and delivered to Mr. Berman by Mon-
day, February 27. The term for an elected
board member is three years.

Board members whose terms are
expiring this year are Board Presi-
dent Anne Riegel, Beth Cassie, and
Kimberly Rhodes. Ms. Rhodes is not
seeking re-election this term.

The next meeting will be Tuesday,
February 7, at 8 p.m., and will cover
fine arts and athletics budget items.

Filing Deadline for
BOE is February 27

AREA – Residents interested in be-
coming a candidate for the board of
education (BOE) must sign and deliver
their petitions with the board secretary
by the 4 p.m. deadline on Monday,
February 27. Petitions can be obtained
at the BOE secretary’s office.

To find information on the Boards
of Education in Union County, see
www.njsba.org/county/union/
union_01.htm. Detailed candidate in-
formation can be viewed at
www.spfk12.org/ and kits can be ob-
tained at board of education offices.

TheWestfield  BOE  office is located
at 302 Elm
Street and can be reached at  (908) 789-
4420. The Board Secretary is Robert
Berman. The annual school election will
be held Tuesday, April 18.  The term for an
elected board member is three years.
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and an “Intelligence Community”
card. Based on the false credentials,
WGU hired Mr. Mukherji.

The Defense Intelligence Commu-
nity card stated that Mr. Mukherji was
an employee of one or more United
States Intelligence Community enti-
ties and was authorized to carry gov-
ernment-issued firearms in the course
of his official duties. The indictment
states that the defense intelligence
badge and the credentials were not
issued or otherwise authorized by the
Department of Defense (DOD) or the
Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA).

Additionally, the indictment alleged
that around Nov. 8, 2004, a New
Brunswick police officer, while in-
vestigating the stalking charges, re-
covered the defense intelligence
badge and the other credentials from
Mr. Mukherji’s possession. About
July 29, 2005,  the FBI and Middlesex
County Prosecutor’s Office found im-
ages of false defense intelligence cre-
dentials on Mr. Mukherji’s computer.

The indictment states that Mr.
Mukherji told the FBI  he was issued
credentials during his employment
with  an A Group subsidiary. The
indictment statedthe A Group nor its
subsidiaries issued  credentials to Mr.
Mukherji, which constituted Mr.
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Mukherji Faces Charges
Mukherji making a fictitious and
fraudulent statement to the FBI.

Mr. Mukherji, who was a business
partner with former Morris County pros-
ecutor and one-time gubernatorial can-
didate Michael Murphy, said the com-
puter confiscated was Mr. Murphy’s.

According to Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney Ricardo Solano, Mr. Mukherji
could be facing a maximum of 15
years in federal prison if convicted on
all the counts in the indictment. A
court date as yet to be set.

Mr. Mukherji’s attorney, James
Plaisted of Roseland, could not be
reached for comment. Mr. Mukherji
maintains  he was a “defense intelli-
gence specialist” for the Marine Corps.
He provided The Leader  with his job
designation with the Marine Corps
involving military intelligence and
Middle Eastern  linguistics.

“I do not harbor any grudges against
the woman falsely accusing me, but I do
think that she needs help,” Mr. Mukherji
stated. “When this is over, some people
will be held civilly accountable.”

Mr. Mukherji, who remains free on
bail, has been a partner in several
multi-million-dollar marketing ven-
tures, including the land deal between
Fanwood and Landmark LLC for de-
velopment of the former Dean Oil site.

desired lot. Eventually, “the permits
will be good at more than just the lot
you sign up for,” Mr. Gildea said.
“We’ll have much more possibility.”

As stated in the Finance Policy
Committee’s report, the committee
awarded a contract to Mike Bielen for
the position of Webmaster. Prior to
the meeting, the council discussed
how Mr. Bielen worked for an adver-
tising firm in Westfield. Mayor Andy
Skibitsky also revealed before the
meeting that he and Mr. Bielen had a
prior business relationship. In addi-
tion, Mr. Bielen volunteered on the
mayor’s re-election campaign.

The council recommended Mr. Bielen
after his help on the gov office website
and software. It also was indicated that
the webmaster would be compensated
at a figure not to exceed $7,200, rather
than an hourly rate, saving the town
between $3,000 and $4,000.

Before the meeting, Mr. Gildea said
the town will move its e-mail, which
currently still resides on westfieldnj.net,
to the westfieldnj.gov e-mail. He esti-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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mates this will save $250 a month.

The council approved the demoli-
tion of single-family dwellings at 46
Moss Place and 940 Minisink Way,
and the already-demolished two-fam-
ily structures at 734 and 728 South
Avenue, West. Officials also approved
the demolition of a single-car garage
at 545 Hort Street.

Councilman Foerst said the South
Avenue properties were demolished
prior to the council’s issuance of a
demolition permit. “We have instructed
our zoning official to take a look at the
property, and the property owner was
given the maximum fine pursuant to
state law of $2,000 a piece,” he said.

Other applications were deferred
prior to the meeting until replacement
tree requests are satisfied. The tree
preservation committee was not able
to meet in January and will have its
first meeting on Thursday, February 9.

The town will create two handicap
parking spaces on Cumberland and
Harrison Streets to assist two handi-
capped residents of those streets.


