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2006 Year in Review - Government Reform Thoughts
Editor’s Note: Each week in 2006, the

editors of The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times posted
the government reform thoughts listed
below on goleader.com. Anonymous pub-
lic comments are included.

January 26: State senators and as-
semblymen seek ideas on what bills to
sponsor. We suggest that they pass one
that makes it illegal in all fashions for
government entities, authorities and utili-
ties that use public money in any way to
issue retroactive pay raises or benefits in
any form. - by goleader.com.

February 9: We’re trying to find out
if there is a law in the state that controls
rates that towing companies can charge.
Can they charge any fee they wish, such
as the $385 charged last week? Suppose
they charged $600, what would be the
recourse? If they damaged your vehicle,
what would be the alternative? - by
goleader.com.

February 16: As far as government
salaries are concerned, one would be
forced to examine “honorarium” sala-
ries, individuals collecting salaries from
more than one government entity, etc.
Where there are question marks as to
what such an individual may be doing to
deserve a salary, it may be necessary to
request a time sheet to see if that person
is actually there, doing something, or on
another job instead. - by goleader.com.

March 8: Newark Mayor Sharpe
James: You may have noticed that New-
ark Mayor Sharpe James, also holding
office as State Senator, has transferred
about $80 million of taxpayer money to
a trust account and named himself as
director-for-life for the account to dole
it out to support business projects as he
sees fit. The mayor’s action is so outra-
geous, while he defies all authority and
perhaps the law, in our view. Few law-
makers or those responsible for enforce-
ment dare even speak of the matter in
public – although they whisper in dis-
gust to us. Have we now become so
weak in the face of corruption? Have we
sunk this low? We demand that some-
thing be done, but from whom? – by
goleader.com. Comment: Incredible that
the mayor of a major U.S. city can get
away with this. He misappropriates fed-
eral funding to fight terrorism, and now
creates a private account for himself to
decide where it goes? Classic example
of pay to play in Essex County. Is there
any politician in Trenton who can fight
this injustice? To a somewhat lesser
degree, Union County Freeholders are
guilty as well. Mismanaging our hard-
earned money on their own uncontested
pet projects — and then have the nerve
to run a $20M deficit in doing so! Typi-
cal NJ politics, and it must stop. Com-
ment: On Sharp James and the $80
million...Ah, it’s good to be the king.

March 16: The government pension
system in New Jersey is being seriously
abused at the expense of the taxpayer.
Officials and appointees double dip along
with police chiefs, superintendents and
others padding their last year of salary to
artificially boost their retirement pay.
We call for the legislature to bring an
immediate end to this. - by goleader.com:
Comment: There’s nothing that can be
done. It’s yet another reason why ex-
perts such as Larry Sabato of the Univer-
sity of Virginia’s Center on Politics de-
scribe NJ as one of the most corrupt
states in the nation. Comment: Regard-
ing your March 16 column on pensions,
the legislators are looking forward to
their own inflated pensions. Why change
a “good thing?”

March 23: The New Jersey Constitu-
tion requires that the state government
have a balanced budget to protect the
citizens. The state supreme court has
acknowledged that this constitutional

provision has been violated by the state.
Now, in the face of a fiscal crisis, the
governor is increasing spending by 10
percent and borrowing $8 billion, not to
be paid back for 35 years. If not the
courts and not the constitution, now
what? - by goleader.com: Comment:
The constitution is a “living document”
don’t you know. Which means, as was
said by the Queen of Hearts in “In The
Looking Glass,” when questioned about
the law, “It means exactly what I say it
means.”

March 30: Newark Mayor Sharpe
James sees handwriting on the wall and
withdraws from mayoral re-election bid
but presumably intends to stay on as
State Senator; State Senator Ray Lesniak
of Elizabeth proposes to sell the NJ
Turnpike to raise money; State Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield and candi-
date for the U.S. Senate, comes out
strong against Governor Corzine’s tax
proposals and increased spending; It
seems like the war is on in Trenton. Let’s
hope the citizens win. - by goleader.com.
Comment: Asm. Bramnick statement,
“We in the legislature must counterat-
tack this monster government.” See
goleader.com/06mar30/08.pdf.

April 6: Rather than school boards
and mayors battling with residents over
rising property taxes, we believe that it
would be more effective (and the right
thing to do) for all parties to counterat-
tack and campaign where the real prob-
lem (and solution) is - against fraud and
misuse of tax money elsewhere - such as
at UMDNJ, Abbott Districts and the
widespread patronage throughout county
and state entities. - by goleader.com.

April 13: We agree with Asm. Jon
Bramnick, R-21 of Westfield: The gov-
ernor is urged to have U.S. Attorney
Chris Christie send Stern’s investigative
team to audit other state entities after
their work is completed at the UMDNJ
hospital. “There is no doubt we need
audits, reviews and investigations of
many state funded entities,” Mr.
Bramnick said. - by goleader.com.

April 20: Abbott Schools (failed
school districts) in New Jersey are con-
trolled by board members elected by a
dismally low number of voters, yet the
boards control hundreds of millions of
dollars given to them by taxpayers of the
other districts in the state. Widespread
abuse of this money is reported. How
can this matter be corrected? The failed
systems in Union County (Elizabeth and
Plainfield, Abbott schools) and the state
had dismal voter turnouts. Elizabeth, a
town of 120,000 people (four times the
population of Westfield), had only about
1,700 people voting. Plainfield, with a
population of about 50,000, had only a
little more than a thousand people vot-
ing. This is dreadful. See the top school
money list at goleader.com/06mar30/
08.pdf. - by goleader.com.

April 27: A few weeks ago, we la-
mented over the greed and disregard for
the law displayed by Newark Mayor
Sharpe James (also a state senator) as he
put $80 million of city money into pri-
vate trusts that he would control after
leaving office. This week, Governor Jon
Corzine is challenging the mayor/sena-
tor by freezing the funds. This is a ray of
hope for New Jersey. The Governor has
the guts to stand up to powerful indi-
viduals in his own party. Every citizen
and honest politicians of both parties
must step forward and support Gov.
Corzine on this matter of corruption. As
the governor continues on this anti-cor-
ruption quest, it will be easy to see
through the politicians who would try to
stop him. - by goleader.com.

April 27: From NJ Division of Local
Government Services: “Dear Mr. Corbin:
This is in response to your complaint

regarding the proposed establishment
of an $80 million trust fund in the City of
Newark for capital and neighborhood
projects. As you may be aware, the De-
partment of Community Affairs has been
actively involved in this issue to deter-
mine the legality of the proposals and
whether the process is within statutory
parameters. Department staff met with
Newark City officials and after much
discussion, the city has agreed to re-
scind its plan and to comply with all
aspects of statutory and regulatory law.
Please be assured that this office will
continue to monitor the financial trans-
actions in the City of Newark through
our budget review and approval pro-
cess.” - Sincerely, Susan Jacobucci, Di-
rector, Division of Local Government
Services.

May 4: Just as government holds
businesses to a “Truth in Advertising”
standard, shouldn’t government also be
held to the same standard? As example,
governments persistently release state-
ments that they are cutting their budgets.
In reality, they are increasing their ex-
penditures and taxation of the people.
Union County government says that they
have kept budgets to a minimum in that
it has increased by only 1/3 over the last
six years. In reality, the county taxes
have increased by 50 percent over that
period. Other agencies state that they
have reduced the rate of increase – double
talk? - by goleader.com.

May 11: On the editorial page,Mr.
Paul Peyton writes: “Regionalized Mu-
nicipal Departments Could Save Tax-
payers’ Dollars,” and on the same page,
former Westfield Mayor Alexander Wil-
liams discusses “Legislators Should Stop
Playing With ‘Soft Savings’ on Consoli-
dation Issue.” In our view, these discus-
sions form a road map for government
consolidation Do’s and Don’ts - by
goleader.com.

May 18: We applaud the U.S. Attor-
ney and the NJ Attorney General for
vigorously indicting and prosecuting the
officials and public employees stealing
and committing other crimes. Suddenly,
several officials and employees are re-
signing abruptly. As we understand it,
state law reads that if an official or
public employee resigns before being
indicted, that individual gets to keep all
retirement and other benefits, even if
convicted. We think that law should be
changed. - by goleader.com.

May 25: In an effort to reduce mu-
nicipal spending, should our towns look
to shared services such as school admin-
istration, health, recreation and public
works? With the retirement of the
Fanwood recreation executive director,
this could be the time to merge Scotch
Plains and Fanwood recreation services.
As an example, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood regional school system already
brings these two communities together -
sharing a recreation department would
be a logical extension. - by goleader.com.

June 1: Several individuals in New
Jersey are on more than one government
and/or authority payroll (either appointed
and/or elected) and thus receive mul-
tiple taxpayer-funded paychecks. We
believe this is a conflict of interest and
abusive. This practice should be stopped.
- by goleader.com.

June 8: Public tax money funds state
grants. Incumbents are given grant
money to disperse to organizations and
unions in exchange for reelection en-
dorsements. This is an unhealthy prac-
tice that is being abused, in our view. - by
goleader.com.

June 15: Newark Mayor-elect Cory
Booker has started to clean up City Hall
by terminating all department heads ef-
fective July 1. It is time that New Jersey
residents get behind his efforts to revi-

talize Newark city government - by
goleader.com.

June 22: Governor Jon Corzine has
recalled and will be auctioning off 809
state employee issued vehicles — of the
fleet of 6,145 vehicles. Is this enough?
Should all levels of state, school, county
and local governments follow the
Governor’s example to help restore good
fiscal sense in New Jersey? - by
goleader.com.

June 29: Governor Corzine has threat-
ened the shutdown of state government
effective this Saturday, July 1 unless
Assembly Democrats approve the state
budget. All non-essential services would
be closed. If non-essential employees
are to stay home, should these jobs be
considered for elimination to reduce state
spending? - by goleader.com.

July 5: Given the state shutdown and
impact on municipal budgets, should
counties, municipalities and local school
governments be required to include state-
mandated programs in their budgets
without state funding? - by goleader.com.

July 13: After the state budget fiasco,
we suggest that the government be re-
quired to publish the proposed budget
on the Internet and make it available to
all citizens for a month before the legis-
lators and governor vote to adopt it. We
demand an end to disgraceful last-minute
Pork. - by goleader.com.

July 20: Attorney General Zulima
Farber, New Jersey’s chief law enforce-
ment officer should resign for interfer-
ing with police by assisting her boy-
friend who was involved in traffic and
driving offenses. She did this on state
time, in a state issued vehicle and being
driven by a state trooper. Can the public
trust her integrity? - by goleader.com.

July 27: Governments such as
Westfield, Union County and Scotch
Plains seem to be involved in an increas-
ing amount of litigation, particularly
with employee claims. The true cost of
this litigation is seldom revealed. We
believe that upon settlement of all suits,
the total cost including all awards and
legal fees should be itemized and publi-
cized. There is no incentive for lawyers
to resolve matters. We believe that attor-
neys should not be paid for poor perfor-
mance, when dragging out litigation and
when milking the system. - by
goleader.com.

August 3: We believe that the tactic of
government taxing the citizens and then
granting them their money back as if it’s
a favor is wasteful, manipulative and
wrong. Look where it got us. We call on
Governor Jon Corzine to disband these
programs and eliminate the taxes. Tax
relief is needed everywhere in New Jer-
sey, and reducing government spending
is essential. - by goleader.com. Com-
ment: Not that long ago, the state was
looked to as the “efficient” central col-
lector of fees due municipalities such as
right of way fees from utilities. In the
past decade, the state decided that it was
“their” money and the funds were “state
aid.” The state also collects a host of
nuisance fees such as parking ticket
surcharges and excessive recording fees
for real estate that make the municipal-
ity and county look to be the “bad guy”
(But Westfield cannot get permission
from the state to use hand held comput-
erized parking ticket writers). Comment:
The state and all levels of government
must cut its expenditures - start by in-
ducing the municipalities to consolidate
functions that have no municipal law
making - e.g. the construction depart-
ment. The cost and quality of inspec-
tions will be better if Westfield, Fanwood,
Scotch Plains (and maybe one or two
more) consolidate their services much
like the Board of Health. PS, now I am
all angry and bothered thinking about
government abuse and mismanagement.
How will I get any work done now?

August 10: Governor Corzine has
proposed to allow towns to charge a
municipal sales tax on top of the existing
state sales tax. Instead of this proposal,
would it make more sense to allow towns
to collect half of the existing 7-percent
sales tax? - by goleader.com.

August 17: New Jersey is suffering
through its latest disgrace as Attorney
General Zulima Farber was forced to
resign Tuesday over ethics violations.
The view of most in the state is that
Farber should have never been appointed
in the first place. She officially steps
down August 31 and New Jersey will
have yet another “acting official.” Politi-
cal appointee in February and assistant
Attorney General, Anne Milgram, 35,
stands to be the “Acting Attorney Gen-
eral.” When will this all end? Every
lawyer in the state is hoping to receive a
call from the governor for the appoint-
ment. We don’t need another lawyer. We
need Diogenes to help us find an honest
man. On the selection of a replacement
for Attorney General, please see our
editorial of September 22, 2005; We’d
Like to See the Resumes - by
goleader.com.

August 24: In NJ, the party in power
of respective elected positions consid-
ers that office to be their property. When
an elected official is not seeking reelec-

tion or moving on to another position,
the party chooses a replacement. The
replacement then gains the power of
incumbency with a huge advantage to
then becoming elected at the next cycle.
We believe that this is wrong. No elected
office should be filled other than by vote
of the citizens, even if this requires that
the office remain vacant until a vote can
be taken. - by goleader.com.

August 31: We urge immediate pas-
sage of Sheriff of Nottingham legisla-
tion as proposed by New Jersey Assem-
blyman Eric Munoz whereby public
auction of confiscated property would
require: notice of the date, time and
place of the public sale, together with a
description of the items to be sold; the
conditions of the sale, would be required
to be published in a legal newspaper for
at least seven days, but not more than 14
days after the last publication of notice.
In addition, it would require a minimum
bid of at least 80 percent of market value
of the property to be auctioned, and it
will include an “insider trading” provi-
sion precluding anyone from having prior
notice of such auction from bidding on
the items. See editorial for explanation.
- by goleader.com.

September 7: We think the state law
banning nepotism in legislators’ district
offices should be expanded to county
and municipal governments. - by
goleader.com.

September 14: In the absence of ac-
tion by the New Jersey legislature on the
loopholes of Sheriff sales of seized prop-
erty, we propose that codes of conduct
and penalties addressing the issue be
placed in contracts with the Sheriff’s
Unions. Then, we call upon the union’s
to insist that government managers and
executives abide by the same codes and
penalties. See August 31 editorial. by
goleader.com.

September 21: A freeholder is under
investigation by New Jersey Division of
Motor Vehicle Services, the stepson of
the sheriff is being questioned on a pos-
sible auction scam, a passenger fell off a
Paratransit bus and nobody noticed for a
block, but at least the Eastman Street
Bridge in Cranford is no longer a foot
too low. What is wrong with this pic-
ture? - by goleader.com.

September 28: Should employers be
required to show proof of citizenship for
their employees? No one in New Jersey
should be paid off the books. Everyone
should pay their fair share in taxes. We
need everyone to play by the same set of
rules. - by goleader.com.

October 5: Officials in New Jersey
State Government are discussing requir-
ing towns and school districts to merge
and turn over local functions to county
government as a way to reduce cost and
lower property taxes. Long term, this
may be beneficial. However, we believe
that this would result in chaos and delay
tax reform. Substantial implementation
time would be required. Most impor-
tantly, the root cause of the problem is
not being addressed - that of corruption,
exploitation and waste. Everyone knows
what the problem is and what fixes are
required. We say, bite the bullet and get
the job done. Stop wasting time and
money. Stop distractions. The public
will not let up on this issue (we hope).
It’s way above the radar screen. - by
goleader.com.

October 12: The property taxpayers
are looking for answers to the problem
of runaway increases. Policemen,
firefighters, teachers and municipal em-
ployees are looking to be treated fairly
in their contract negotiations. We be-
lieve the only way to achieve account-
ability and fairness along with achiev-
ing balanced priorities is to have all
public employee contracts, including
teachers, to be under the control of one
entity. We suggest that this entity be the
mayor and town council. – by
goleader.com. Comment: Your sugges-
tion to centralize all the contracts under
the mayor and town council have merit.
However, the school board will resist
this move to their dieing breath. Plus,
keep in my mind the most powerful
elected official in town is not the mayor,
but rather the School Board President.
The police, as in Scotch Plains, would
not even talk about benefits and went
directly into arbitration. I would sug-
gest, that we would have to decide to not
deal with the unions and direct hire. The
benefits and salaries would have to re-
flect the private sector. One thing that
would have an immediate impact would
be to allow senior citizens, without chil-
dren in the school system, to be exempt
from that portion of their property taxes
dedicated to the schools. This way if the
parents want services that seniors are
not concerned with, the parents can pay
for it and the seniors will not be forced
to move out of town because of out of
control property tax increases. Just a
thought.

October 19: Union County, New Jer-
sey elects county government officials
on an at-large basis. The urban centers
dominate the winner-take-all contest.
One-party rule results. Suburbs are con-
cerned that they are not represented while

paying a large share of the taxes. Some
counties in New Jersey elect their offi-
cials by district. Perhaps the time has
come for the state to pass a uniform
election law for counties, invoking the
district election concept to enable repre-
sentative government. - by goleader.com.

October 26: At the first meeting of
the Joint Legislative Committee on Ethi-
cal Standards in more than a year, Re-
publican and Democrat representatives
squandered almost two hours fighting
along partisan lines about who should
chair the committee. This deplorable
conduct not only wasted the time of the
non-legislative volunteers on the com-
mittee but also demonstrated the unfor-
tunate reality of party politics in New
Jersey. On a panel with the noble goal of
preserving ethical standards, there is no
place for partisan lines. This committee
must stop squabbling and work to end
corruption in state government. - by
goleader.com: Comment: It would ap-
pear the high ethical standards and NJ
politicians are directly opposites. It is
hard to imagine that after a year of
inactivity, the committee met for two
hours and squabbled like kindergarten
kids. Should these elected officials refuse
to do what we voted them in to deal with,
then get out of the way, give us your
$50,000 a year pay and let a committee
of the common folk rectify the problem.
Comment: We are not shackled by party
loyalty or donations from private inter-
est groups. We have no favors due the
likes of Senator Bryant. Comment: You
elected officials have three choices, lead
(which you don’t seem to want to do),
follow (which seems like it your normal
practice), or get out of the way (horrify-
ing to you in Trenton) and let us to fix the
problem. When does the committee of
common folk meet?

November 2: Ballot questions to dedi-
cate state funds by Constitutional
changes for specific purposes are a trap.
Dedicating funds for seemingly honor-
able and worthwhile purposes is really
only a regrettable compromise because
legislators can’t deal with the waste and
corruption that exists in Trenton. We say
stop the pork. There also is considerable
concern about how these funds would
actually be used. We say, “Don’t do it.”
Take a stand now against corruption and
waste in Trenton. - by goleader.com.

November 9: We hope that in this
week following elections, our newly
elected officials will offer their own
government reform thoughts and will
see them through during their terms in
office. - by goleader.com.

November 16: New Jersey Governor
Jon Corzine is studying adding toll pla-
zas on highways that currently don’t
charge fees. Some of these roads are
Federal highways. Can this be legal? We
disagree with such a plan. It will create
further traffic tie-ups in the nation’s
most densely populated state, and it will
be just another tax on citizens in the
nation’s most intensely taxed state. - by
goleader.com.

November 23: We agree with As-
semblyman John Burzichelli and State
Senator Stephen Sweeney that decep-
tive advertising and cumbersome mail-
in rebates programs should be banned in
New Jersey, such as in legislation in
Connecticut, Rhode Island, Alabama,
Maryland, California, Missouri and New
York. We urge the state legislature to act
on this and similar deception matters. -
by goleader.com.

November 30: Government shall pass
no law imposing or increasing fines for
the primary or incidental purpose of
revenue generation as this is a backdoor
method of increasing taxation. Further,
it has a destructive impact on law en-
forcement, where the goal should be
achieving and maintaining acceptable
social behavior. - by goleader.com.

December 7: We believe that govern-
ments should post all meeting agendas
on their websites in advance of the meet-
ing in a visible, logical place for citi-
zens. Meeting minutes should similarly
be posted following meetings. All levels
of government should use the Internet as
a tool for fostering open communication
with their constituents. Some munici-
palities currently use the Internet in this
manner; we believe all should follow. -
by goleader.com.

December 14: There’s so much mis-
information, or lack of information, on
the budget crisis in NJ. This breeds fear
and conflict. We suggest the state com-
pose an interactive spreadsheet and pub-
lish it on the Internet with as accurate
facts and interrelationships as possible.
Then, the public can manipulate the
factors and see the impacts. - by
goleader.com.

December 21: Is New Jersey state
government reaching a desperate stage?
We think so. Rather than officials re-
forming the corruption and malfeasance
plus curtailing their greed, some legisla-
tors are proposing selling off billions of
the public’s assets, such as the NJ Turn-
pike, to continue fueling their avarice.
Reform legislators in the minority and
the public are outraged with the duplic-
ity. What now? - by goleader.com.

Hello 2007 and Happy New Year Everyone
At the beginning of a new year, you

and we take stock of our lives, resolve
to make positive changes, set goals,
prepare for tomorrow and, impor-
tantly, strive to scribble the correct
year on that first check.

Most of us realize we have many to
thank for our blessings of 2006.
We’re no exception, and we
thank you – our readers, adver-
tisers, neighbors, officials, pub-
lic servants, contributors, print-
ers and postmen. In our case,
we’re fortunate to have so many
to thank that it’s difficult to list.

The Westfield Leader enters
its 118th year now and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
has been on your kitchen table
since 1959. This is an inspiration to
our staff, and it instills in us the con-
viction that we’re doing something
worthwhile – making a contribution
to you and the community.

Many years have passed since that

first edition. With the Internet at
goleader.com and timesnj.com in con-
junction with our newspapers, we
reach more people now than what our
forefathers must have ever thought
possible. But the mission is much the
same, reporting on things that matter

to people and the important
things that people do.

With more than half a million
people in Union County and
over 100,000 in the
immediate area, our
communities enter
2007 on many posi-
tive notes because of
good people with tal-
ent, energy and
dreams. This is the

reason the area is such a
great place to live, to do
business and to raise a fam-
ily. Our towns speak for
themselves.

There are challenges coming in

2007 for all of us — some we antici-
pate and many completely unknown
at this time. There will be many joys
and victories too. We look forward to
sharing these with you in 2007.

Your views and submittals of com-
munity items enrich the news. With
your guidance, we will improve, ex-
pand and innovate in 2007. Reach us
at editor@goleader.com.

Regardless of where you live, please
subscribe to the newspaper
and encourage others to do
so. “Reading is good for
you.”

We are prepared and com-
mitted to you with what the
future may bring. You can
continue to view us with in-
tegrity and trust. We will earn
this expectation each week.

With so much to be thank-
ful for and so much to look

forward to – Hello 2007 and Happy
New Year everyone.


