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Historical Society Museum
To Welcome Scout Visits

WESTFIELD – Starting in Janu-
ary, the education committee of the
Westfield Historical Society Museum
and Archives will offer programs for
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts at various
grade levels featuring age-appropri-
ate activities.

The museum and archives contain a
collection of documents and artifacts
reflecting the history of Westfield and
surrounding areas over the past four
centuries. It is housed on the third
floor of the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion building at 302 Elm Street.

Highlights include items relating to
Westfield’s Colonial era, the impor-
tance of the railroad and the Westfield
Fire Department.

All programs will include refresh-
ments and a museum tour. A patch will
be given to all participants. In addi-
tion, those in kindergarten and first
grade will have the opportunity to
dress in period clothing and leave with
a souvenir photograph.

Youngsters in second and third grade
will create a scrapbook about
Westfield’s history to take home, while
those in fourth and fifth grade will
learn about Westfield’s historic land-
marks and play a group game.

Middle school scouts will go on a
scavenger hunt inside the museum
and will be able to explore complet-
ing requirements for individual
badges. High school scouts pursuing
high-level awards are welcome to
contact the museum and archives for

more information about opportuni-
ties to work on those awards.

Programs will run from 45 minutes to
an hour and can be scheduled on school
days after 3 p.m. There will be a $5 per
scout materials fee for the programs.

To arrange a visit by a scout group
or to obtain further information, please
contact the Westfield Historical Soci-
ety Museum and Archives at (908)
654-1704 or by e-mail at
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com.

SALUTE TO THE PAST…As part of the
Westfield bicentennial celebration, people
were given permission to paint their neigh-
borhood fire hydrants. This reminder of
the decorative effort was preserved when
construction forced its replacement. It is
now featured at the Westfield Historical
Society Museum, located on the third
floor at 302 Elm Street.

‘Wish Trees’ Offer Chance
To Cheer Needy Families

SCOTCH PLAINS – Area residents
are invited to brighten the holidays
for disadvantaged families through
“wish trees” that have been set up at
several sites in Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. The trees are located in the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue; the Scotch Plains
Public Library, 1927 Bartle Avenue;
Fanwood Borough Hall, 75 North
Martine Avenue and the Fanwood
Memorial Library at North Avenue
and Tillotson Road.

It is requested that items chosen
from a tree be returned by Tuesday,
December 19, to the Scotch Plains Tax
Assessor’s Office, Room 122 in the
Scotch Plains Municipal Building. The
items should be unwrapped but con-
tributors are invited to supply paper.

Participants are asked to return the
ornament with their gift so the right
gift can be matched with the right
recipient. In addition to children, gifts
may be purchased for needy adults. If
an individual takes an item from a
tree and is unable to purchase the
wish, he or she is asked to return it to
a tree so that someone else can pur-
chase the item.

This is the fifth year for the “wish”
tree program. It was begun in 2002 in
response to a decline in contributions
following September 11, 2001. The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Welfare De-
partment decided that a holiday tree
displaying the direct wishes of needy
children and adults in the local com-
munities would inspire residents to
give to those less fortunate.

“Our trees have grown from one to
four over the years and the wishes of
the children have been filled far be-
yond our expectations every year
through the overwhelming generosity

of our residents, churches, organiza-
tions, schools, scout troops, merchants
and the Scotch Plains Post Office,”
said Marie Davis of the welfare de-
partment.

Beginning the first week of Decem-
ber, the trees are set up, ornaments
made and lists submitted by children
and adults reviewed. The trees are
then decorated with the “wishes” and
the collection gets underway. On dis-
tribution day, parents from Evergreen
Elementary School in Scotch Plains
sort and bag the items for each family,
checking the lists to see that each
recipient receives his or her “wish.”
For more information on this program,
please call (908) 322-6700, extension
no. 1-204.

American Legion Post Raises
Funds For Camp Starbright
SCOTCH PLAINS – American

Legion Post No. 209 of Scotch Plains
recently sponsored its annual raffle,
which raised $2,000 to benefit the
Center For Hope Hospice’s Camp
Starbright, located on Glenside Av-
enue in Scotch Plains. The donation
was made in early November.

Post No. 209 was formed approxi-
mately 12 years ago and is presently
under the direction of Commander
Pete Breece. Other board members
include Stan Grausso, Willie Jackson
and Steve Church. Each year, the orga-
nization raises funds that are donated
to various programs within the com-
munity for special needs children.

The Center For Hope’s Bereave-
ment and Grief Counseling Center
offers various bereavement services
and support groups that are available
to the community free of charge. Camp
Starbright is a bereavement camp that
features fun and healing experiences
for children and teenagers who have
suffered the loss of a loved one.

Professional grief counselors, recre-

ation, art and music therapists, spiritual
counselors, hospice staff and trained
volunteers staff Camp Starbright.

“Childhood should be a time filled
with laughter, discovery and love.  But
when children experience the loss of a
loved one, their lives can be filled with
challenges that make enjoyment, hap-
piness and understanding difficult to
achieve,” said Diane Coloney, Director
of Community Education. “Our camp
offers a wide range of activities from
arts and crafts, music, puppetry, sports
and games to quiet time for sharing and
expressing individual losses.”

According to the Center For Hope,
the donation by American Legion Post
No. 209 has contributed to youngsters
being able to attend the camp for free.

“All the members of Post 209 have
a strong history and commitment to
helping grief-stricken children in our
community and believe our fund-rais-
ing efforts for the Center For Hope
has and will continue to make a dif-
ference in the lives of all that are
touched,” said Mr. Breece.

Troop 104 of Scotch Plains
Celebrates New Eagle Scout
SCOTCH PLAINS – A special Court

of Honor was held November 27 at the
All Saints’ Episcopal Church in Scotch
Plains honoring Ryan Dillon Sharkey,
a member of Boy Scout Troop 104 of
Scotch Plains, on becoming an Eagle
Scout. Assistant Scout-
master Lawrence
Rosello served as Mas-
ter of Ceremonies.

Gerard and Debbie
Sharkey presented their
son with the Eagle neck-
erchief, while Scoutmas-
ter Ed Bumiller admin-
istered the Eagle Charge.
Eagle Scout is the high-
est rank in Boy Scouting
and is achieved after rig-
orous scout training,
leadership roles and a
special project that ben-
efits the community.

Ryan’s 26 merit badges included
all the required merit badges for the
Eagle rank as well as additional merit
badges in other areas. He also earned
the Bronze Palm Award and the World
Conservation Award, among other
honors. The new Eagle will be recog-
nized by the Scotch Plains Township
Council at its meeting tonight, Thurs-
day, December 14.

Born in Summit and a lifelong resi-
dent of Scotch Plains, Ryan began his
scouting career with Pack 34 at Ever-
green Elementary School and joined
Troop 104 in 2000. He has served as a
Patrol Leader, Quartermaster and
Troop Guide for Troop 104 and at-
tended Sabbatis Adventure Camp for
six summers.

“I enjoyed being a leader because it
gave me the opportunity to teach other
scouts what I have learned through
my own experiences,” he said.

Ryan’s Eagle Scout project ben-
efited the Scotch Plains Baptist Church,

where he replaced the
safety perimeter of the
nursery school play-
ground and also painted
and refurbished the sand-
box and flower box in-
side the playground.

To complete the
project, Ryan  had to
submit designs and pro-
vide fund-raising, labor
and organization. Troop
104 members helped
with the project under
Ryan’s supervision. At
the Court of Honor,

Cleveland Bowser, a former Troop
104 Scoutmaster and a member of
Scotch Plains Baptist Church,  ex-
pressed the congregation’s apprecia-
tion for a job well done.

A senior at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, Ryan is interested in
ocean and/or mechanical engineer-
ing. He has played football for four
years and has been active since sopho-
more year in the award-winning
Moonglowers, the AAA jazz band at
the high school, playing first tenor
saxophone as a section leader.

Ryan Sharkey

Presbyterian Church
Sets Concert Sunday
WESTFIELD – The Presbyterian

Church in Westfield will present
Christmas Oratio by Camille Saint-
Saens on Sunday, December 17, at
7:30 p.m. in the church sanctuary.
All are invited to attend.

The Chancel Choir will perform
the piece, led by Tom Booth, with
soloists Maureen Scanlan, Debra
Parente-Rosin, Janna Peterson, Dou-
glas Woodfield and Ralph Braun.

A 12-piece orchestra will accom-
pany the choir and, in addition to this
35-minute composition, there will
be an opening and closing carol, a
scripture reading and a prayer.

The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield is located at 140 Mountain
Avenue. For more details, please call
the church office at (908) 233-0301
or visit the church’s website at
www.westfieldpc.org.

MEMORABLE EVENING…Westfield resident Lisa Rubin, center, served as
vice-chairwoman of the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation North Jersey
Affiliate’s 10th annual Pink Tie Ball November 4 at the National Guard Armory
in Morristown. The event featured live and silent auctions, rose raffles, dinner,
dancing and entertainment by Gloria Gaynor and the Pointer Sisters. A record $2
million net was raised for breast cancer research and programs. Also pictured are
Melanie Evans Lowenberger, left, of Hoboken and Marianne Speni of Chatham.

Hanukkah Festivities
Set For December 20
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish

Community Center (JCC) of Central
New Jersey has invited area families
to attend its 20th annual Hanukkah
celebration on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 20, starting at 6:30 p.m.

A variety of crafts, treats and other
Hanukkah activities will be featured.
Participants will have the opportu-
nity to spin a dreidel, eat latkes and
sing, among other offerings. The
evening will culminate in the lighting
of the menorah. All are welcome.

Tickets purchased by tomorrow,
Friday, December 15, are $15 per
family for JCC members and $20 for
non-members. After December 15,
the cost per family will be $20 for
JCC members and $25 for others.

The JCC is located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. For more
details, please contact Jodi Baxter at
jbaxter@jccnj.org or call (908) 889-
8800, extension no. 235. Information
also is available at www.jccnj.org.

Ms. Birnie of Westfield
Joins Visiting Physician

WESTFIELD – Elizabeth Birnie
of Westfield has joined Visiting Phy-
sician Services as a Nurse Practitio-
ner treating elderly and homebound
patients in Union County.

Ms. Birnie has more than 13 years
of experience in the nursing and
healthcare field. Prior to joining Vis-
iting Physician Services, she was a
Nurse Practitioner at Evercare in
New York and before that worked at
St. Vincent’s Catholic Medical Cen-
ter as a Nurse Practitioner in the
geriatric outpatient clinic.

She earned her Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Nursing from St.
Francis College in Pennsylvania and
received her Master of Science de-
gree in Nursing from Hunter Col-
lege in New York. She is a member
of the Sigma Theta Tau International
Nursing Honor Society.

Headquartered in Eatontown, Visit-
ing Physician Services, P.C. is a phy-
sician-based organization that provides
house call services to elderly and
homebound patients. It has a medical
staff of 21 board-certified profession-
als that make house calls in Union,
Essex, Middlesex, Monmouth, Ocean
and Somerset Counties.
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SNOW FIGHTER
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COMPANY
E T PARDLY ETERSEN.

HS928TAS Shown
• Self-Propelled Track Drive

• Infinitely Variable Speed

   Control / Hydrostatic

   Drive System

• 28" Clearing Width

• Discharge up to 49 ft.

Offering a full line of models

from our popular single-stage

paddle-propelled to the

awesome 11-hp 32-in. track-

propelled.  Every one is a

Snow Fighter . . . why shovel?

For optimum performance and safety, we recommend you read the owners manual before operating your
Honda Power Equipment. ©2006 American Honda Motor Co. Inc.


