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STRANGER THAN FICTION...Sixteen-year old Kate Douglas’ “dramedy”
Barely Strangers recently won third place in the Young Playwright contest
sponsored by the Theater Project of Union County College.

‘All The World’s A Stage’
For WF’s Kate Douglas

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD  –  A play written
“on a whim” by a Westfield teen
recently won third place in the Young
Playwright contest sponsored by the
Theater Project of Union County Col-
lege.

Entitled Barely Strangers, the work
is considered a “dramedy” by its au-
thor, 16-year-old Kate Douglas.

“The play centers around a park
bench in New York City, and shows
how strangers interact towards each
other,” explained Miss Douglas, who
will be a junior at Westfield High
School (WHS) in September.

“I was researching possible set-
tings for a play about strangers and a
park bench came to mind,” she con-
tinued.

The young playwright’s interest in
theatre began when she was a student
at Edison Intermediate School. There,
a special educator named Michael
Altman became a mentor and helped
her identify her talent.

“He helped me make good choices
both on the stage and off,” she said.

Around the same time, Miss Dou-
glas appeared as the character
Quince in the Westfield Y’s produc-
tion of “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream.”

In addition, she has been a part of
many WHS performances and an
MTV music video for the song “Romo
Goth” by the band Department of
Eagles.

Miss Douglas also attends the
American Academy for the Dramatic
Arts, where she has participated in a
number of its “Lunching Live” show-
cases for agents and directors.

The young playwright has also
helped out with props and stage man-
agement at several Westfield Com-
munity Players’ productions.

“Without a doubt, I want to be
involved in some aspect of writing
and/or performing for my career,”
Miss Douglas said.

“We chose Katie’s play because
she displayed an incredible ear for
naturalistic dialogue and each char-
acter in her play spoke in a distinctive
voice,” said Mark Spina, artistic di-
rector for the Theater Project.

“She is clearly a gifted and dedi-
cated writer,” he added.

Miss Douglas has a second play in
the works which is untitled, and ac-
cording to Miss Douglas, focuses on
the relationship between a young
mother and her writer son.

“His latest novel is about his mother,
which troubles her quite a bit,” she
explained.

As one might expect, when Miss
Douglas isn’t authoring plays, she’s
in the audience enjoying them. The
number of plays she has attended is
“too numerous to count,” she said,
adding that her very favorite is the
little-known musical The Last Five
Years.

Other activities Miss Douglas en-
joys are watching television and read-
ing. She has also worked on Folio,
Westfield High School’s literary
magazine.

The upcoming months will find
Miss Douglas, along with another
teen, Matt Daley, forming a support
group for young playwrights called
the Young Playwright Association.
The organization will be under the
direction of the Theater Project.

WHODUNIT?…Students in the CSI: Westfield course at the Westfield Summer
Workshop investigate “evidence” with teacher Michael Burgess.

Sweet Sounds Downtown
Jazz Festival is Fun For all

By MEREDITH MANNINO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD –Judging from the
fun-spirited crowd of parents, tod-
dlers, grandparents, teens and playful
pups, it’s clear that Westfield’s Sweet
Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival is a
favorite.

The live music, warm weather and
friendly milieu are extremely capti-
vating, and the after-party cocktails,
dinners and light fare sold at
Westfield’s array of restaurants are a
satisfying way to end the jazz night
festivities.

Sponsored by the Downtown
Westfield Corporation, the Sweet
Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival was
created 10 years ago and features
various jazz and blues bands per-
forming for free every week during
the summer.

Last week’s jazz celebration fea-
tured Full Count Big Band, the Chuck
Lambert Band, Eric Mintel Quartet,
the Sonny Clark Project and the Jeanne
Lozier Band. This season’s final jazz
night will be held Tuesday, Septem-
ber 5..

“Jazz Night is always a lovely
evening,” said resident Elaine
Meredith, who enjoys moving from
corner to corner and listening to great
live music. “It’s another plus to living
in Westfield,” she said.

Allison Siko, 18, with her canine
friends Cory and Riley in tow, appre-
ciates Westfield’s jazz celebration and
commented on the town’s dog friend-
liness.

Attendees are not the only ones
who relish Westfield’s mini-jazz
fest. The event enables performing
musicians to attract new fans. Resi-
dent Rich Carlson plays trombone
for the Full Count Big Band and
enjoys performing at Sweet Sounds
because he loves its neighborly am-
biance.

“My favorite thing about the night
is the community feeling it brings,”
he said. “We’re a local group and lots
of friends and neighbors come out, go
to dinner and see the band.”

“I feel it really brings out a lot of
good town spirit. The DWC has
done a great job bringing many di-
verse styles of jazz to Westfield and
we are proud to be a part of jazz
night as we feel it is kind of like a
homecoming and our favorite gig of
the year.”

This is the second year Jeanne
Lozier and her blues band played at
the event, and the soulful singer
seems poised for a third year at the
the Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz
Festival.

“It’s a great thing. I’m having a lot
of fun,” Ms. Lozier said.

Music School Begins
Classes on Sept. 6

SPRINGFIELD – The Calderone
School of Music in East Hanover and
Springfield is accepting registrations
for new students. Classes for the new
school year begin Wednesday, Sep-
tember 6.

The school provides private instruc-
tion on instruments for students of all
ages and ability levels. The school
also provides Kindermusik classes
for children from birth to seven years
old.

In addition to music lessons, stu-
dents also have the opportunity to
participate in ensembles, auditions,
competitions, and recitals.

For information call (973) 428-
0405 or (973) 467-4688 or visit
calderoneschoolofmusic.com.

Fall Programs Begin at
Workshop for Arts

WESTFIELD - The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts, 150-152 East
Broad Street, Westfield,  announced
its fall programs.

Children ages three to five can
participate in Kids ‘n’ Arts. This
drop-off program is offered for a
two-hour session at 9:30 a.m. to
11:30 a.m. or at 12:30 p.m. to 2:30
p.m. Classes are held Tuesdays,
Wednesdays or Thursdays, begin-
ning October 3 and continuing until
January 25. Instructors Diane
Burkam and Valerie Pineda will
guide the children in art, music and
theater crafts.

Kids on Keys is a group piano
lesson that uses Musique Rapid, a
system that provides students with a
take-home kit that includes a key-
board and a game board. The 10-
lesson program, which begins Sep-
tember 14, is taught by Susannah
Marks.

Both children and adults can enroll
in vocal and instrumental music les-
sons at The Music Studio. Private
instruction is given in a 30-, 45- or 60-
minute format. Instruments include
string, guitar, woodwinds, brass, per-
cussion and piano.

The Music Studio operates from 9
a.m. until 9 p.m., Monday through
Friday, and from 8 a.m. until 6 p.m.
on Saturdays. The 14-week fall ses-
sion begins September 11.

In addition to music lessons, the
Music Studio offers opportunities for
area musicians to play in its bands,
orchestras and ensembles.

The Westfield Fencing Club
(WFC) holds classes in bouting for
fencers from ages 10 to adult. Held
at All Saints Church in Scotch Plains,
the WFC offers classes for begin-
ners, intermediate and advanced stu-
dents in epee, foil and saber. Ses-
sions are given Wednesdays at 6:30
p.m. and 7:30 p.m., and on Satur-
days at 9 a.m., 10 a.m. and 11 a.m.,
beginning September 13. Instructors
include Ron Margulis, John

Hawkins, Charles Dooley and Bruce
Rachman.

New to the NJWA schedule this
year is a course for younger actors
entitled Creative Drama Performance
Workshop. Taught by former
Westfield Public School staff mem-
ber Donna Stein, this performance
class is geared toward students enter-
ing grades three to five and will be
held from 3:30 until 5:30 p.m. on
Tuesdays, beginning September 12,
at the First Baptist Church on Elm
Street in Westfield.

The Musical Theater Workshop,
directed by Broadway actor Juan
Pineda, focuses on more advanced
acting techniques. The beginner
class, for ages 10 to 15, focuses on
basic acting, singing and perfor-
mance techniques. The class meets
Thursdays at 3:30 p.m. The interme-
diate class, for ages 14 to 18, offers
two sessions, one on Thursdays at
4:35 p.m. and one on Saturdays at
1:30 p.m.

Brochures on NJWA programs are
available at the office or by calling
(908) 789-9696.

JAZZERCISE...The Chuck Lambert band entertains in front of the town’s evergreen
tree in train station plaza during the Sweet Sounds Jazz Festival on Tuesday night.

Jazz Concert In The Park
Pleases Local Audience
By KATIE TAYLOR

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The David Aaron Band, a swing-
style jazz band, played to a large
crowd at Tamaques Park last Thurs-
day evening. The threatening skies
didn’t keep the fans of this 40’s-style
music from enjoying the sweet sounds
of this local New Jersey sextet.

This was the second jazz concert this
summer sponsored by the Westfield
Recreation Department and Northfork
Bank. The Northfork bank handed out
bubbles and Frisbees to the children, a
promotion that was a big hit.

The band’s opening piece, ‘’S Won-
derful’ by George and Ira Gershwin,
was full of energy and immediately
got the crowd members moving and
tapping their feet. The jazz band’s
vocalist, the only female in the group,
had a large robust sultry sound.

The St. Onge family agreed the
concert was “a very relaxing way to
spend a summer evening together.”

Another audience member, Les
Maravetz, had come to the park to
walk his dog and by coincidence came
upon the concert. He said, “it was an
added highlight to my summer night.”

From their lawn-chair view, the audi-
ence members enjoyed the band for as

they performed several favorites in-
cluding “Autumn Leaves” and “Avalon.”

Despite the slight drizzle, Westfield
residents were treated to a lovely sum-
mer evening complete with good
music and good community fun,
which was apparent by the many
smiles seen and happy children danc-
ing barefoot on the lawn.

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Whether it’s a prized oil painting,
an antique portrait of your great-
grandparents or vibrant snapshots
from this summer’s vacation, finding
the perfect frames can make all the
difference when integrating these
items into your décor. And while free-
dom of choice is generally a good
thing, being faced with literally thou-
sands of framing options available
may trigger the not-so-good feeling
of being overwhelmed. Fortunately,
there are ways to simplify the selec-
tion process.

Two main aspects to consider when
choosing a frame are the style and
colors within the print, painting or
photo, followed by the colors and
style in the room where you’ll be
displaying the piece.

“The first thing you want to do is
match it to the picture,” said Robert
Bolton, owner of Reflections on Can-
vas Art Gallery and Frame Center in
Westfield.

And matching it doesn’t necessar-
ily mean pulling an exact color from
the print, according to Peter Ure of
Barry’s Frame Shop and Art Gallery
in Scotch Plains.

For example, Mr. Ure said, if you’re
framing a landscape that has pink

flowers in it, using a pink matte may
actually overwhelm the piece and
detract from it.

“Don’t pull the darkest dark or light-
est light from a picture,” he said,
explaining that the contrast is too
high. “The matte should push the
frame away so that the picture can
come forward.”

But do all pieces require mattes?
Both Mr. Bolton and Mr. Ure believe
that oil paintings are probably the
only types that need not be matted.

“In my opinion, it always looks
better when there’s a space between
the frame and the picture, so that’s
where your matting comes in,” Mr.
Bolton said.

According to Mr. Ure, the current
trend in frames is toward classic styles,
with gold or silver being in highest
demand.

“Prints with ‘cool’ colors like blues
and purples go well with silver, and
oranges, reds and browns go with gold”
Mr. Ure said. “Try to match ‘cool’ with
‘cool’ and ‘warm’ with ‘warm.’”

Mr. Ure explained that in addition
to choosing a shade of gold or silver,
another color can also be hand-rubbed
over that for a totally different effect.

Black-and-white pictures are
treated slightly differently than col-
ored prints.

“Go for middle tones like grays and
silvers,” Mr. Ure said. “That way whites
will come forward and blacks will
drop back, giving more dimension.”

Mr. Bolton reported that there are
now mattes available with a “black
core” that work well with black-and-
white prints.

“When you cut the bevel of those
mattes, instead of seeing a white edge,
you see black,” he said.

Mr. Bolton also cited a trend toward
using larger mattes, such as pairing a
one-and-a-half-inch frame with a
three-and-half-to-four-inch matte. He
said mattes in suede and fabrics like
silk and linen are also in demand.

Mattes are now available in archi-
val quality to help prevent the color
changes or browning of prints for-
merly caused by the acidic wood pulp
found in older mattes.

Mr. Bolton additionally discussed
the popularity of “fillets,” which line
the inside of a matte and are approxi-
mately one quarter to one half inch
wide. They give the impression of a
frame within a frame.

Finding one suitable frame can be
enough of a daunting task, but what if
you wish to hang a whole grouping?

One way to harmonize multiple
frames is to stay within the same
families of style or color.

“You can even use different colors,
as long as they all have the same
value,” Mr. Ure said. “Make sure one
is not brighter than all the others
where it jumps out at you.”

Mr. Bolton said you can’t go wrong
by uniting the group with coordinat-
ing neutral mattes such as off-white.

“If you line up all your frames in a
row, they should blend together,” Mr.
Ure said.

He cautioned not to choose any-
thing too dramatic that might draw
the eye too much to frames.

“The focus is the art and should
always be the art,” he said. “You can
break the rules and have it work, but
always try to maintain the integrity of
what you’re framing.”

Do you have a home or garden
question or topic you’d like to see
covered in this column? Send your
inquiries to cstorms@goleader.com.

Chansonettes Begin
Rehearsals on Sept. 6
WESTFIELD – The Chansonettes

of Westfield will begin rehearsal on
Wednesday, September 6, at 7:30 p.m.
for current members.

The Chansonettes is a women’s
choral group under the direction of
Jean Schork and accompanied by Mel
Freda. Rehearsals are held at the Pres-
byterian Church on Mountain Av-
enue in Westfield.

Anyone interested in singing and
bringing the joy of music to others,
may contact Claudia Osborne at (908)
232-0477 or Nancy Vickers at (908)
654-8675 for more information.

The Chansonettes perform for vari-
ous organizations, church groups and
nursing homes. Anyone interested in
booking may call the above contacts.

Reminisce to Perform
At SP Village Green

SCOTCH PLAINS – Reminisce
will perform on Thursday, Sept. 7
from 8 to 9:30 p.m. on the Village
Green in Scotch Plains.
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Does theatre excite and inspire you?

Class Registration for drama, musical theatre,
dance, and voice — ages 8 - Adults

September 6 & 7, 2006 4 pm to 8 pm
728 WESTFIELD AVENUE,WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

(formerly Lincoln School located behind Kehler Stadium)

WYACT – The Most Respected Name in Professional Youth Theatre!

“ANYTHING GOES”
“GUYS & DOLLS”

For information call: 908-233-3200 or 
Email: wyactnj@comcast.net or Website: www.wyact.org

“WEST SIDE STORY”
“WEST SIDE STORY”

Do you wish you could jump up on the stage 
and sing, dance and act?

“RAGTIME”

“RAGTIME”

“RAGTIME”

Jimmy & the Parrots Turn
SP into Margaritaville

By DANIELLA REGENCIA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Not even
threats of rain and storms could keep
local residents away from Jimmy
Buffet tribute band Jimmy & the Par-
rots last Thursday at the Village Green
in Scotch Plains.

Audience members of all ages
brought lawn chairs and leis to enjoy
the two performances of the night. The
first group, a more family-oriented duo
named The Uncle Brothers, performed,
singing songs of goblins, pirates and
even Cinderella. Children and parents
got up and danced in front of the stage,
while other observers clapped and sang
along. The Uncle Brothers gained fur-
ther audience participation through their
song about silly unicorns, involving
hand gestures and acting out many
different animals.

When the feature performance took
the stage the audience was well pre-
pared for foot-tapping and singing.
Beginning its set with

“Margaritaville,” featuring a few per-
sonal touches, Jimmy & the Parrots
delivered everyone’s favorite Jimmy
Buffet songs throughout the night.

Even the elderly got in on the action
and were dancing on the sidewalks.
One elderly attendee, dancing with her
friend, said, “This is the best concert,
especially since we both love Jimmy
Buffett.” Her friend added, “There’s
usually a lot of people here, but they
were probably afraid of the weather
because I would have expected more.”

Residents John Chiodo and Melanie
McCarthy unexpectedly came to the
concert, despite any lingering gray
skies. “We were driving by and de-
cided to come,” Mr. Chiodo said. Ms.
McCarthy added, “This is the first
time we’ve been to one of these con-
certs and it’s a really nice family event.”

All enjoyed the concert and, sum-
ming the experience up, Westfield resi-
dent Marlena Sheridan said, “The con-
cert was great; I think everyone, not just
cheeseburgers, was in paradise here.”


