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MR. AND MRS. CHAD CHRISTIAN BELL
(She is the former Ms. Melissa Claire O’Neil)

Ms. Melissa Claire O’Neil
Weds Chad Christian Bell

Ms. Melissa Claire O’Neil, the
daughter of Maryadele and Patrick
O’Neil of Scotch Plains, was mar-
ried on Saturday, June 24, to Chad
Christian Bell of Pasadena, Md. He
is the son of Deborah and Ron
Ballweg of Belcamp, Md. and John
and Cynthia Bell of Abingdon, Md.

The Reverend Elizabeth Y. Ander-
son-Domer officiated at the after-
noon ceremony, which took place at
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church.
A reception followed at The Grand
Summit Hotel in Summit.

Given in marriage by her father,
the bride wore a diamond white
Maggie Sottero gown. The strapless
bodice featured a wrapped, pleated
waist and corset back, while the A-
line skirt fell to a chapel-length train
decorated with crystals and pearls.

The bride also wore a tiara of
crystals and pearls and a fingertip
veil adorned with crystals. She car-
ried a white and ivory bouquet of
calla lilies, roses, stephanotis and
orchids.

Dr. Anjalee Galion of Fresno, Ca-
lif., formerly of Scotch Plains, was
the matron of honor for her longtime
friend. Ms. Sara Few of Catonsville,
Md., Ms. Rebecca Sokol of Ellicott
City, Md. and Ms. Jessica Hunter of
Glen Gardner, friends of the bride;
Ms. Laura O’Neil of Fanwood, a
cousin of the bride, and Ms. Briana
Bell of Abingdon, Md., the sister of
the bridegroom, were bridal atten-
dants.

All wore strapless, rose-colored,
full-length dresses with crystals on
the bodice and a corset back, and
carried bouquets of rose-colored
calla lilies and light pink roses.

Miss Hannah McLaughlin of
Whiteford, Md., a cousin of the bride-
groom, was the flower girl. She wore
a tea-length white dress with a rib-
bon around the waist that matched
the bridal attendants’ gowns, and
carried a basket of rose petals.

John Bell, 3rd, of Abingdon, Md.,
the bridegroom’s older brother, was
the best man. Serving as groomsmen

were Ryan Bell of Abingdon, Md.,
also a brother of the bridegroom;
Bryan Pope of Millersville, Pa., Ja-
son Bone of Lusby, Md. and Joseph
McGee of Baltimore, Md., all friends
of the bridegroom, and Brian O’Neil
of Scotch Plains, the brother of the
bride.

Ms. Liane Donato of Abingdon,
Md., a friend of the bride and bride-
groom, and Mrs. Jeanne Gionfriddo
of Neptune City, an aunt of the bride,
did scripture readings. Mrs. Kathleen
Rankin of Lopatcong, also an aunt
of the bride, was the soloist.

A 1997 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, the bride
earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts de-
gree in Dance from Towson Univer-
sity in Maryland in 2001. She is a
dance instructor at Broadneck High
School in Annapolis, Md. and dances
professionally with The Collective,
a modern dance company based in
Baltimore.

The bridegroom, a 1997 graduate
of Bel Air High School in Bel Air,
Md., attended the Bradley Academy
of Visual Arts in York, Pa. He is
employed with Advantage Signs and
Graphics in Dundalk, Md.

The parents of the bridegroom
hosted the rehearsal dinner at
Ferraro’s of Westfield the evening
before the wedding.

The bridal party hosted a bridal
shower on May 13 at Giovanna’s
Restaurant in Plainfield. Another
shower was held on April 22 in
Churchville, Md. at the home of Mrs.
Pam Conley, a friend of the
bridegroom’s mother.

Following a wedding trip to St.
Lucia, the couple resides in Pasa-
dena, Md.

SCENIC SETTING…John Taylor of Westfield is pictured seated in The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield’s Memorial Garden, which he enhanced with the help
of fellow Boy Scouts and church members as part of his Eagle Scout project. He
is a member of Troop 72, which meets at the church, and will be a freshman at
Westfield High School next month.

Local Boy Scout Enhances
Gardens as Eagle Project

WESTFIELD – As his Eagle Scout
project, 14-year-old John Taylor re-
cently created new designs for sev-
eral garden areas surrounding The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield and
led fellow scouts and church mem-
bers in completing the work.

John, who will be a freshman in
September at Westfield High School,
is the son of Susan and Jet Taylor of
Westfield. His renewal of the church’s
Memorial Garden included installa-
tion of a teak park bench and new
shrubs.

Additionally, new trees, shrubs and
flowering plants in beds surrounding
the church and in its parking lot were
put in place. The church is located at
Broad Street and Mountain Avenue.

In planning his project, John con-

sulted David Rogers, chairman of
the church committee on buildings
and grounds; Claudia Heffner, a pro-
fessional landscaper who also is the
church moderator; Ann Robinson, a
member of the church landscape
committee, and other congregation
members.

John revealed that he spent 175
man-hours on the project, “a little
more than my estimate,” he noted.
He said he raised the money himself
to pay for most of the project.

In June, John led members of his
Boy Scout Troop 72, which meets at
the church, and congregation mem-
bers in installing the new garden fea-
tures. The Eagle project is among the
requirements for those seeking to at-
tain the highest rank in Boy Scouting.

Cannonball House
To Be Open Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Osborn
Cannonball House, located at 1840
Front Street in Scotch Plains, will be
open to visitors on Sunday, Septem-
ber 3, from 2 to 4 p.m.

Built circa 1760, the saltbox farm-
house has been a museum since 1972
and is maintained by the Historical
Society of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.
Costumed docents will give tours of
the museum and surrounding gardens.
There will be no admission fee.

Food Donation Program
Marks First Anniversary

SCOTCH PLAINS – “Neighbor to
Neighbor,” a community program
created to generate increased dona-
tions to the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Food Pantry, will celebrate its one-
year anniversary on Labor Day.

Many weeks during the past year,
the public’s generosity made it pos-
sible for Neighbor to Neighbor to
provide the local food pantry with
enough groceries to fill two shopping
carts, according to a program spokes-
woman.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Food
Pantry assists several dozen house-
holds in the two municipalities. These
individuals and families rely on do-
nations to the local food pantry.

Donations may be put into the
marked collection bins near the in-
side entrances of either the Scotch
Plains Public Library or the Fanwood
Memorial Library or brought directly
to the Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing at 430 Park Avenue, where the
food pantry is housed.

Although Gary Herzberg, the
program’s creator, will be away at
college, his family will assume the
responsibilities for keeping “Neigh-
bor to Neighbor” up and running.

Non-perishable foods, cleaning
products and health and beauty aids
are needed year-round. During Sep-
tember, back-to-school supplies also
will be welcome. Items needed for
the food pantry include:

Personal products – shampoo, hair
conditioner, soap, deodorant, shav-
ing supplies, moisturizing lotion,
toothpaste and mouthwash;

Paper products – toilet paper, nap-
kins, paper towels, tissues.

Non-perishable foods – canned and
jarred fruit and vegetables, cereal, soup,
juice, Parmalat milk, rice, pasta, beef
stew, canned meals, peanut butter, jelly,
tea, coffee, ketchup, mustard.

Cleaning supplies – laundry deter-
gent, various cleaning products.

Perishable and non-perishable
items, including fresh produce do-
nated by  home gardeners, also may
be brought to the Scotch Plains Mu-
nicipal Building at 430 Park Avenue
in Scotch Plains. They should be
brought directly to the tax assessor’s
office in Room 122. Items may be
dropped off there  Monday through
Friday from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

For further specific information
concerning the food pantry, please
call Marie Davis at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building at (908) 322-
6700, extension no. 204.

Mothers to Hear Talk
On Feeding Difficulties

FANWOOD – The Union County
Chapter of Mothers & More will host
Maurya Farah, a speech language
pathologist for Children’s Special-
ized Hospital, at its Wednesday, Sep-
tember 6 meeting. The meeting will
be held at 8 p.m. at the Fanwood
Recreation Center, located at Forest
Road Park in Fanwood.

In an informal session entitled
“Feeding Difficulties,” Ms. Farah will
discuss the most common pitfalls for
picky eaters as well as strategies that
will help educate parents on what is
happening or can be happening with
their children’s food habits.

The meeting also will be an oppor-
tunity for interested persons in the
area to learn more about the chapter’s
other activities, which include
playgroups, mom’s night out, mom-
and-tot outings and a book club.

A non-profit organization, Moth-
ers & More champions the value and
necessity of mothers’ work to society,
both paid and unpaid, within and out-
side of the home. For more informa-
tion about the meeting or Mothers &
More, please call Micheel at (908)
620-3202 or Vicki at (908) 259-1161
or access mothersandmore.org.

Martins Welcome
Abigail Grace

Ted and Jennifer Martin of Chan-
dler, Ariz. have announced the birth of
their daughter, Abigail Grace Martin,
on Monday, July 31, at 7:18 a.m. at
Banner Desert Hospital in Mesa, Ariz.

Abby weighed 6 pounds and 6
ounces and measured 19 inches in
length at birth.

She joins her brother, Matthew
Edward, age three-and-a-half.

The baby’s maternal grandparents
are John and Anne Chropuvka of
Monroe Township.

Her paternal grandparents are Ed-
ward and Marion Martin of Westfield.

Anna Chropuvka of Staten Island,
N.Y. is Abby’s maternal great-grand-
mother.

25th Anniversary Special

Short Hills
Kings Shopping Center

Manalapan
Galleria Shopping Center

973.376.2450 732.462.3898
www.bellini.com

Timeless Styling and Quality That Lasts...
That’s Why Customers Keep Coming Back to Bellini.

Central Square Mall

649 Central Avenue, Westfield • 631-355-3506

Gem and Mineral Show
On Tap September 9
FANWOOD – The New Jersey

Mineralogical Society, Inc. will hold
its 35th annual Gem and Mineral
Show on Saturday, September 9, from
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Fanwood
train station, located at North Martine
and North Avenues. Admission is free.

Dealers will feature a large variety
of specimens, including fossils and
jewelry. The rain date is Sunday, Sep-
tember 10. For more information,
please call Russell Brarens at (732)
469-1047.

CONTACT We Care Plans
Open House September 13

WESTFIELD – CONTACT We
Care, a telephone crisis hotline, will
host an open house for potential
volunteers on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 13, at 7 p.m. in the lounge of the
First Baptist Church of Westfield.
The church is located at 170 Elm
Street.

To give visitors an idea of what
CONTACT training involves, Clini-
cal Director Dave Manning and Train-
ing Director Sue Fasano will conduct
a refresher training course for current
volunteers during the event.

The training class, “Reflection of a
Caller,” is designed to hone telephone
workers’ skills in understanding and
empathizing with the plight of callers
who are coping with emotional dis-
turbance – acute anxiety, anger, grief,
depression or other forms of distress.

The event will offer prospective
volunteers an opportunity to meet
current telephone workers and staff
members, as well as to learn what
volunteering on the telephone is like.
Light refreshments will be available.

The open house will take place
during National Suicide Prevention

Week (September 10 to 16) as part of
a nationwide effort to raise public
awareness of the resources available
to people at risk.

CONTACT, which has operated in
Union County for 31 years, is a mem-
ber center of the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline (NSPL) and
takes calls on NSPL’s national
hotline, (800) 273-TALK. Locally,
it answers calls from those in need at
(908) 232-2880.

Volunteers field more than 8,000
calls a year from people in emotional
distress in a primary service area that
covers Union, Essex, Middlesex,
Somerset, Morris, Bergen and Passaic
Counties. An agency of Westfield
United Way and the United Way of
Greater Union County, CONTACT
additionally is supported by grants
from private and public foundations,
corporations, houses of worship, ser-
vice organizations and individuals.

Those interested in volunteering or
attending the open house event are
asked to call the CONTACT business
office at (908) 301-1899 for more
information.

Author to Give Talk
To Cancer Survivors
AREA – Beverly Kirkhart, author

of “Chicken Soup for the Surviving
Soul” and “My Healing Companion,”
will be the guest speaker on Monday,
September 18, at 5:30 p.m. at the
Cancer Center at Overlook Hospital’s
monthly lecture series.

During her talk, entitled “Cancer:
Life’s Unexpected Teacher,” Ms.
Kirkhart will share her own experi-
ence with cancer to illustrate how sur-
vivors can embrace unexpected change
and maintain a positive outlook on life
that leads to personal growth.

This free event is designed for can-
cer survivors and their families. It will
be held in the Wallace Auditorium of
Overlook Hospital, located at 99
Beauvoir Avenue in Summit. Attend-
ees should park in the West Garage.

To register for the program, please
call Kristen Scarlett, Licensed Pro-
fessional Counselor, Oncology Ser-
vices, at (908) 522-5255.

Looking for a HIGHER VIEW?
Tune in to Christian Science Sentinel – Radio Edition

SUNDAYS AT 7:00 A.M. ON WOR RADIO (710AM)
Internet: www.nj.com/wor/audio

••••• September 3 – Living in the Love of God

••••• September 10 – Countering Terrorism on the Front Lines of Your Own Thought

••••• September 17 – Finding Our Safety in God – While Traveling and at All Times

••••• September 24 – God’s Children – Never Identified with Disease or Sin

For additional information on Christian Science visit:

tfccs.com  •  spirituality.com  •  csmonitor.com  •  marybakereddylibrary.org

For Info on Clubs & Groups, see
goleader.com/organizations


