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My First Intern Assignment on State
And Federal Government Events

By DAVID RIGGS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — This summer, I
came back to intern at The Westfield
Leader and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times knowing that things would be a
little different. While I had the expe-
rience and know how to accomplish
the usual tasks set before me, I would
also have to help teach many new
interns about the operations of the
newspaper, from editing and layout
to answering the phone and taking
down subscriptions.

At first I wasn’t terribly enthusias-
tic about these changes, but along
with the help of fellow senior interns
Cassie Lo and Don Williams, I man-
aged to guide several younger interns
through the daily routine at the paper.

My first few weeks back at the
paper were just like the year before,
as none of the new interns were there
yet. I copy-edited pages, helped lay
out pages and wrote articles. I was in
my comfort zone. And just like last
year, I got to interview the Grand
Marshal of the Westfield Memorial
Day Parade and cover the parade it-
self.

Things were in full swing for me at
The Leader/Times by the time June
came around and I was working side-
by-side with the other two interns on
a daily basis whether it be on an
outside story or in the office. How-
ever, within the next few weeks we all
knew things were going to drastically
change, as we would be in charge of
guiding the new group of interns. We
were all slightly apprehensive about
what to do with them and how to
properly divide up the workload in
the office.

It was even more difficult for me
because less than a week after we got
our first group of new interns, I left

for the month of July to work at a
summer camp in Louisiana. Just as
the new interns who I had to get to
know and work with and teach were
arriving, I was leaving.

When I returned, I was unknown to
many of the new interns. Over the
course of my first few days back
however, I got to know many of them
and work on assignments with them.

In fact, my most exciting assign-
ment of the summer came in my final
month at The Leader/Times. I had to
cover a press conference at Children’s
Specialized Hospital in Mountainside
that featured Congressman Mike
Ferguson.

Previous assignments allowed me
to meet local officials in the area, but
this was my first assignment involv-
ing someone on the state and federal
government level. I had a chance to
interview the Congressman for my
article and get a photograph with
him.

By the end of the summer, I had the
opportunity to work with many new
people and take a new role at the
newspaper as a teacher of its policies
and operations to the new interns.
While in many ways working at The
Westfield Leader and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times was very familiar,
the new intern program also made it
an exciting new adventure.

I would like to thank the publisher
Horace Corbin for allowing me to
come back again this summer, as-
signment editor Paul Peyton for giv-
ing me many great stories to work on
and Don Williams and Michael Pol-
lack for successfully running the in-
tern program.

I also give my best to the entire
Leader/Times staff and to the interns
on a successful return to school,
whether it be at high school or college.

By GOP Freeholder Candidate Patricia Quattrocchi

End This Madness; Restore Ethics
22nd District News

Senator Nicholas Scutari, Linden

There is a clear need to tighten
employment requirements for par-
ticipation in public retirement sys-
tems. Pension benefits should be re-
served for career employees. The cur-
rent $1,500 a year threshold is out-
dated and serves to undermine the
system’s legitimate purpose of at-
tracting and retaining skilled public
workers.

It’s clear that there are still substan-
tial savings that can be realized
through pension reform. By elimi-
nating abusive practices and ensuring
that employee and employer contri-
butions are dedicated solely to fund-
ing retirement benefits, we can re-
duce our liabilities and stabilize the

Pension Benefits Should be
Reserved for Career Employees

system’s finances.
We need to push pension reform,

while taking into consideration not
only how our system compares to
public retirement systems in other
jurisdictions, but what is fair and af-
fordable for New Jersey taxpayers.
Our financial situation is much dif-
ferent that those of New York or Penn-
sylvania, and this process must re-
flect that.

Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-Lin-
den) is Co-Chair of the Joint Com-
mittee on Public Employee Benefits
Reform. His remarks above were is-
sued last week after the panel’s hear-
ing on the public employee pension
system.

Lifestyle diva Martha Stewart told
Barbara Walters in a 2004 interview;
“I didn’t cheat anybody out of any-
thing.” She was sentenced to five
months in prison and five months of
home confinement after a jury found
her guilty of obstructing justice, con-
spiracy and making false statements
during an insider trading investiga-
tion into her sale of ImClone stock.

Martha called the badly timed sale
totally innocent. The feds called it
Insider Trading and a jury of ordinary
folks agreed, so off she went on an all
expense paid trip up the river.

Likewise Michael Milken, who has
been called the embodiment of the
“booming ‘80s” earning a whopping
$550 million in 1987 alone, also had
the privilege of enjoying the ameni-
ties of the Graybar Hotel. He served
almost 2 years for using information,
that the “Average Joe” just didn’t
know about or have access to, to earn
millions.

Both cases involved illegalities but
also both Martha and Michael, were
considered to have acted unethically
when they used their position and
special knowledge of available op-
portunities for their personal gain and
perhaps that of their inner circles.

If you are of the mind that this kind
of stuff only happens with the rich
and famous think again. Just this week
the Star Ledger, in a front page story,
told the sleazy tale of longtime Union
County Sheriff Ralph Froelich’s step-
son, a UC sheriffs officer as well,
who was able to acquire three luxury
cars valued at over $100 grand for a
mere $300 “smackeroos.” Purchased
at a sheriff’s sale, the cars had been
confiscated by the sheriff’s depart-
ment from a local car dealer which
sonny boy had sued for damages after
purchasing a vehicle with a defective
radio from the same dealer.

It has been reported that the only
ananouncement of the impending sale
was a notice on the wall of the sheriff’s
office, where of course, we all stop in,
on a daily basis, to check the specials.
Ever at the ready to do damage con-
trol, county spokesperson Sebastian
D’Elia issued a statement that the
county counsel’s office had reviewed
the affair and determined that all was
on the up and up. He didn’t say if the
transaction was reviewed before or
after the fact and the sheriff naturally
had no comment.

Prior to his heart attack, singer Isaac
Hayes had been contracted to appear
in Union County at an event in a
county park arranged by the Board of
Chosen Freeholders. Roberta Flack
was booked to replace Hayes at an
additional cost of $35,000. When
learning about the last minute change,
Freeholder Betty Jean Kowalski ex-
pressed her delight in an Email to a
staffer, which was obtained thru the
OPRA. “I love Roberta Flack” she
wrote; then she went on to request
that 8 VIP passes be put aside for her
— that she would pick up at the
upcoming freeholder meeting. VIP
passes allow “special guests” access
to catered refreshments and the best
viewing area in the venue. One has to
wonder just who Ms Kowalski was
using her position to entertain that
particular evening with the bill being
footed by the taxpayers.

By now, almost everyone in Union
County has learned of Angel Estrada,
a sitting Union County Freeholder,
manager of the Elizabeth office of the
MVC, and his role in the affairs of
Attorney General Zulima Farber,
which cost her a job. The state Ethics
Board is currently investigating to
determine if Mr. Estrada used his
position for the personal benefit of
himself or his friends. If that is found
to be the case he could face fines, loss
of his job, elected office and possible
criminal charges.

After the Stewart trial one of the
jurors said, “This is a victory for the
little guys.” The GOP candidates for
Freeholder — Quattrocchi, Mortimer
and Barabas want the “little guys” to
know that they themselves can put an
end to this madness and restore ethics
to Union County government by sup-
porting us on Election Day.

By GOP Freeholder Candidate Glenn Mortimer

Taxes Should Not Pay for Vacations
Labor Day is the unofficial end of

the summer season. I wish everyone a
very safe and happy holiday. It is time
to get that one last trip down the
shore, or to a faraway locale. As work-
ing men and women of this country
we work hard for our money. And we
are entitled to spend the “after-tax”
portion of our income as we see fit.
This includes a well-deserved vaca-
tion.

Former Newark Mayor Sharpe
James seems to have it backwards.
He spent $6,500 of other people’s tax
money for a trip to Rio De Janeiro,
Brazil. The mayor took his trip in
June, an early summer vacation, be-
fore his term expired on July 1.

Mayor/State Senator/Professor
James receives several hundred thou-
sand dollars in compensation for his
various positions. He therefore can
afford to pay for his summer vaca-
tion. I imagine he thought “why pay
if the taxpayer will pick up the tab?”.
I believe the $6,500 should be re-
funded to the City of Newark.

Why should a Union County resi-
dent care about Mayor James’ expen-
ditures? The majority of the money
spent by the City of Newark comes
from the state of New Jersey. This
means that the residents of all 21
counties are subsidizing Newark’s

spending, and thus Mayor James’ trip.
I do not feel this is the best use of my
tax dollars.

Of course, Mayor James is not the
first elected official to take a trip on
the taxpayer’s “dime.” Former Gov-
ernor McGreevey took his well-pub-
licized trip to Ireland using state funds.
Only after the press exposed the ex-
cesses of his trip did he refund the
money using campaign funds. Last
year, several members of the all
Democrat Union County Board of
Freeholders took a taxpayer paid trip
to Hawaii.

Meetings and conferences are part
of a public official’s duties. However,
these must not be used as an excuse to
take a taxpayer financed vacation to
an exotic location. Public officials
need vacations too, but not at tax-
payer expense.

Please vote for me, Glenn Mortimer,
Republican candidate for Union
County Freeholder. To learn more
about me, please visit the Union
County GOP website
www.Unioncountygop.org or call our
county headquarters at (908) 789-
0200.

By Linda Stender, DEM Candidate for Congress

“Women’s Equality Day” Importance
SCOTCH PLAINS – Linda Stender,

Democratic candidate for New Jersey’s
7th Congressional District, commemo-
rated “Women’s Equality Day” last Fri-
day knowing that it is vital to protect a
woman’s right to choose.

“On this important day where we
commemorate the important strides
women have made, we also must re-
member that there is work to be done,”
said Ms. Stender (D-Fanwood). “Roe v.
Wade must be protected. Nobody has
the right to tell a woman what to do with
her body. Choice is a decision made
between a woman, her family, and her
doctor.”

In 1971, Congress designated August
26 as Women’s Equality Day. The date
was selected to commemorate the 1920
passage of the 19th Amendment to the
Constitution, granting women the right
to vote. This was the culmination of a
massive, peaceful civil rights movement
by women that had its formal begin-
nings in 1848 at the world’s first women’s
rights convention in Seneca Falls, New
York.

The observance of Women’s Equality
Day not only commemorates the 19th
Amendment, but also calls attention to
women’s continuing efforts toward full
equality. Workplaces, libraries, organi-
zations, and public facilities now par-
ticipate with Women’s Equality Day

programs, displays, video showings, and
other activities.

“Women’s Equality Day is the per-
fect time to talk about one area where
women’s equality is still up for debate
and that is the issue of choice,” said Ms.
Stender. “We must continue to equate
equality with this important issue and
that is why I am unequivocally pro-
choice, with no restrictions.”

Ms. Stender stated that she is devoted
to protecting women’s health and de-
fending a woman’s right to choose. As a
state Assemblywoman and member of
the Health and Senior Services Com-
mittee, Ms. Stender sponsored legisla-
tion requiring pharmacists to dispense
prescribed medications, including con-
traceptives, to women, regardless of per-
sonal belief.

Ms. Stender co-sponsored legisla-
tion that was just recently signed into
law that requires insurers to include
prescribed contraceptives on an equal
footing with other covered medications.
She also supports legislation pending
before her committee that would in-
clude family planning in a pilot com-
munity health project designed to im-
prove the health of low-income women
and families.

NARAL Pro-Choice America,
Planned Parenthood and EMILY’s List
have endorsed Ms. Stender’s campaign.

WF Women’s Club
Supports N.O. Libraries

WESTFIELD –New Orleans Pub-
lic Library System President William
Settoon recently thanked the Women’s
Club of Westfield Literature Depart-
ment for raising $500 to contribute to
rebuilding efforts. Eight of its twelve
branches were ruined during Hurri-
cane Katrina. So far two have re-
opened; their progress is online at
nutrias.org.

The Women’s Club can be reached
at 233-4856.

Cast Your Vote!
goleader.com/poll

16 Prospect Street, Westfield    908-232-7320
THE ONLY LIVE ENTERTAINMENT IN TOWN

Live Jazz

LUNCH: Tues. – Sat.  DINNER: Tues. – Thurs. • 5:00pm – 9:30pm
Fri. – Sat. • 5:00pm – 10:00pm Sun. • 4:30pm – 8:30pm

Tuesday thru Saturday

A perfect wine for a
Labor Day Picnic.  A not
too heavy blend from the

historic Western Cape
Region of South Africa.

The Cabernet (80%)
provides nice cherry and

cassis tones and just
enough structure.  The

Shiraz adds black fruit, a
dash of black pepper and
some mid-palate stuffing.

A medium rare
cheeseburger would

be perfect.

A crisp refreshing
sparkling wine from
France.  Lots of ripe

forward fruit that moves
well into the mid-palate.
The finish is long, clean

and dry.  Try it with a
slice of peach as a

perfect start to a party.
Works well in Kir and

Mimosa too.

The perfect goodbye to
the summer.  Grown in

the south of France
near the Mediterranean
Sea, this is light and a

bit sweet, but in
absolutely perfect

balance.  Easy to drink
with gentle flavors all
around.  Melon and

lemon zest with hints
of flowers.  Try it with

light fare before dinner,
or after a good meal

with some fresh fruit.

From Everywhere at Every Price
Herding Cats

Cabernet / Shiraz
$8.99

Henry Varnay
Blanc de Blanc

$11.99

Domaine de
Regusse Muscat
Moelleux  $9.99 Pommard is one of the greatest and most historic

regions in Burgundy.  The Roux is filled with
berries, earth tones and floral hints.  It is a great
bargain example of one of the world’s best areas.
Try it with a rich pork dish.  Buy two because this

will age for another ten years.

Roux Pere & Fils
Pommard Burgundy

$37.99

Your Favorite Value Wines
Mondavi Coastal Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Beringer Founders Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Woodbridge Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Vendange Cab/Merlot/Chardonnay
Fetzer Cabernet/Chardonnay
Cavit Pinot Grigio
Walnut Crest Cabernet
Cesari Pinot Grigio
Bolla Soave
Beringer White Zinfandel
Franzia Burgundy/Chablis/Chianti
Carlos Rossi Burgundy/Chablis/Paisano/Sangria
Opici Homemade Barbarone

Your Favorite Wines
Blackstone Merlot
J Lohr Chardonnay
Simi Chardonnay
BV Coastal Cabernet/Merlot
Hess Select Chardonnay
Toasted Head Chardonnay

$8.99
$10.99
$12.99
$7.99
$9.99
$10.99

750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml
750ml

$16.99
$15.99
$10.99
$6.99
$12.99
$11.99
$8.99
$10.99
$10.99
$8.99
$10.99
$8.99
$11.99

1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L
1.5L

5L
4L
4L

We reserve the right to limit quantities while quantities last.  Not responsible for typographical errors.  All prices do not include state sales tax.

HOURS: Mon. -  Sat. 9am to 9:30pm • Sun. 12pm to 8pm
OPEN LABOR DAY: 9am to 5pm

LABOR DAY SPECIAL!
Any 2 bottles of wine

with this coupon

Mix & Match is O.K.  Sale items are excluded.  750ml only.  Expires 09/06/06

10%

OFF
Any 12 bottles

or more of wine
Any 6 bottles

or more of wine

20%

OFF 10%

OFF

Mix & Match

is O.K.

Sale items are

excluded.

750ml only.

Your Favorite Rum
Captain Morgan     $24.99   1.75L

Bacardi Silver     $19.99   1.75L
Bacardi Gold     $19.99   1.75L

Malibu     $23.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Gin
Bombay Sapphire     $34.99   1.75L

Tanqueray     $30.99   1.75L
Hendricks     $27.99   750ml
Beefeater     $26.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L
Seagrams     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Whiskey
Jack Daniels     $35.99   1.75L

Jim Beam     $24.99   1.75L
Seagrams 7     $15.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Scotch
Dewars White Label     $29.99   1.75L

Chivas Regal     $53.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Black     $56.99   1.75L
Johnnie Walker Red     $29.99   1.75L

Clan MacGregor     $16.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Vodka
Absolut 80     $32.99   1.75L
Ketel One     $34.99   1.75L

Grey Goose     $26.99   750ml
Smirnoff     $19.99   1.75L

Stolichnaya     $30.99   1.75L
Skyy     $24.99   1.75L

Wolfschmidt     $13.99   1.75L
Gordons     $14.99   1.75L

Your Favorite Cordials
Baileys     $17.99   750ml

Romana Sambuca     $17.99   750ml
Kahlua     $15.99   750ml

Southern Comfort     $13.99   750ml
Amaretto Di Saronno     $18.99   750ml

“We will always continue to search diligently and
intelligently for new wines.”


