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Scotch Plains Dems Prepare
Campaign for Council Seats

CAMPAIGN PLANNING…Scotch Plains Township Democrats prepare for the
fall council campaign. Pictured, left to right, are: seated, Neal LeStrange and
Kevin Glover; standing, Steven Weinberg, Jeffrey Strauss and John Curry.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Democratic Committee met
on August 23 at the Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad building to support the
campaign of Neal LeStrange, Kevin
Glover and Jeff Strauss for Township
Council. Chairman Ken Lipstein in-
troduced the candidates, who spoke
to the members about the progress of
the campaign and thanked the mem-
bers for their support.

The candidates noted the “over-
whelmingly positive” response they
have received to their campaign and
strong support from “many who wel-
come a change” in town government.

Campaign coordinator Joanne Glover
reported on the success of fundraising
activities to date and the plans for fur-
ther fundraising activities. She thanked
the committee members for their finan-
cial and volunteer contributions.

Dick Samuel, campaign chairman,
laid out the structure of the campaign
and told the members that an invita-
tion would go out shortly relating to
several planned events. He thanked
individual committee members for
their efforts, including John

Thompson’s development of a data-
base and search engine that made re-
search on the issues “much easier.”

Dan Grossman, who headed the voter
registration and absentee ballot drive,
thanked the people who had already
worked on getting voter registration
and absentee ballot request forms out.
He asked for help in continuing this
important service to the community.

Charles Lamb explained the work
he had done so far on setting up the
campaign website, which is sched-
uled to go online shortly. Suzanne
Tepper, event coordinator, explained
the help needed to make the planned
campaign events successful. She ex-
pressed appreciation for the people
who volunteered to help. Phil Wiener,
campaign treasurer, asked for volun-
teers for a phone bank to help remind
voters of the planned events.

Members of the committee enjoyed
refreshments and left with bumper
stickers and lawn signs.

Anyone interested in participating
in the Democratic campaign may call
(908) 490-1900, or e-mail
scotchplainsdem@aol.com.

off to a terrific start,” Superinten-
dent of Schools William Foley said.
“Dennis Fyffe will be an excellent
interim principal while we begin a
search for a permanent replacement
at [WHS].”

Mr. Maczynski comes to Westfield
from Georgetown Preparatory
School in North Bethesda, Md.,
where he was director of college
counseling. He spent nine years in
school counseling, previously taught
AP Government and moderated the
school’s Model United Nations De-
bate Teams.

Elsewhere, the principals of
Westfield’s Wilson and Washington
elementary schools have switched
positions, with Joseph Malanga tak-
ing over at Wilson and Andrew Perry
moving to Washington.

Jim DeSarno has taken over as var-
sity football of the WHS Blue Devils,
replacing Ed Tranchina, who will
continue to serve as the athletic direc-
tor. Mr. DeSarno is a former assistant
coach at Shabazz and Linden High
Schools and most recently was head
coach at Kinnelon High School.

According to Lorre Korecky, school
community relations coordinator, new
classes have been added at WHS,
including new broadcast journalism
and broadcast TV production courses.
Additionally, students entering the
eighth grade have the option of new
advanced debate and science quest
classes.

New improvements in technology
have also been approved for the up-
coming school year. Computers and
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Back to School
software will be installed in all
fourth-grade classrooms and
Roosevelt and Edison Intermediate
Schools will receive three mobile
laptop carts. Containing 30 laptops
each, the carts will increase the ratio
of computers to students in the dis-
trict.

Mrs. Korecky said upgrades of the
technology infrastructure would al-
low teachers to have easier access to
Internet resources, high-speed digital
media and the ability to share resources
over a district-wide network.

The district will continue its “Lead-
ers Project,” a program developed to
help motivate targeted students in
grades six through eight by offering
additional help after school as well as
planned activities at the Westfield
YMCA. With the help of local orga-
nizations such as the Westfield United
Way and the contribution of 16 laptops
from Pfizer Pharmaceuticals, the pro-
gram will continue this year due to
positive feedback from the students
and teachers involved.

This year, the BOE plans to con-
tinue the Citizens Advisory Com-
mittee on Enrollment that it estab-
lished last year to develop recom-
mendations on enrollment issues.
Working with Mr. Foley and the long-
range planning committee, the BOE
plans to propose a solution concern-
ing the overcrowding at the elemen-
tary schools to the voters of
Westfield. Ideas include renovating
an older school building to accom-
modate kindergarten and pre-K dis-
abled students.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TIME TO SMELL THE FLOWERS...Residents enjoy the variety of summer
flowers at the popular farmers market in Scotch Plains.

POLICE BLOTTER

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STEPPING UP ENFORCMENT…Scotch Plains police are participating in the
state’s crackdown on drunk drivers. Pictured above is Patrolman David Lavery.

Westfield
Saturday, August 19, a resident of the

200 block of Golf Edge reported that his
home was burglarized. It was undeter-
mined what had been taken. The front
door lock on the home was visibly dam-
aged.

Sunday, August 20, Iesha Loyal, 28,
and Angela Garrett, 42, both of Newark,
were arrested and charged with theft in
the 100 block of Central Avenue. The pair
allegedly shoplifted more than $300 worth
of perfume from a Central Avenue busi-
ness. Loyal and Garrett were held on
$5,000 and $7,500 bail, respectively.

Loyal was released on her own recog-
nizance on criminal warrants from Eliza-
beth, for $110, and Newark, for $850.
Garrett was released on her own recogni-
zance on a West Orange criminal warrant
for $200.

Monday, August 21, a bicycle valued
at $400 was reported stolen from a resi-
dence in the 400 block of East Dudley
Avenue.

Monday, August 21, a Mountain Av-
enue resident reported the theft of his bi-
cycle from the north side Westfield train
station. The bicycle is valued at $600.

Monday, August 21, two bicycles
owned by residents of Clifton Street were
reported stolen from the south side
Westfield train station. Each of the bi-
cycles was valued at $200.

Tuesday, August 22, Raymond Warrell,
19, of Westfield was arrested in the 300
block of East Dudley Avenue and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI). He
was released to a responsible individual.

Tuesday, August 22, a Westfield resi-
dent reported an apparent unlawful use of
her credit card during a period of approxi-
mately one month. A total of $1,214 in
unauthorized charges was placed on the
account.

Tuesday, August 22, a Central Avenue
resident reported that his house was bur-
glarized during the day on August 22.
One or more individuals apparently re-
moved a screw and entered the residence
through an unlocked window. A televi-
sion valued at $300 was the only item
reported taken at the time, although sev-
eral items of jewelry also may have been
removed.

Tuesday, August 22, Christopher
Gallego, 18, of Westfield was arrested
and charged with providing alcohol to
underage persons and maintaining disor-
derly premises. Police had responded to a
report of a loud party at his Woodbrook
Circle residence. He was released with a
summons.

Wednesday, August 23, a resident of
the 700 block of East Broad Street re-
ported a burglary at her residence. Entry
was gained through a basement window.
Several rooms had been ransacked, al-
though it was unknown if anything was
missing.

Wednesday, August 23, a Tuttle Park-
way resident reported the theft of numer-
ous pieces of jewelry from a private stor-
age area. The items were discovered miss-
ing when the victim returned from vaca-
tion. There were no signs of forced entry.

Wednesday, August 23, Linda P. Wyatt,
55, of Plainfield was taken into custody at
a North Avenue store and charged with
shoplifting $160 worth of jewelry and
clothing. She was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, where she was pro-
cessed and later released with a sum-
mons.

Wednesday, August 23, a resident of
the 900 block of West North Avenue
reported that his home was burglarized.
One or more individuals gained access to
the premises by breaking and then enter-
ing through a first floor window. Jewelry
valued at $500 was removed from the
residence.

Wednesday, August 23, a resident of
the 1100 block of Boulevard reported that
his bicycle was stolen from the south side
Westfield train station sometime between
7 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. that day. The bicycle
was described as white with blue letter-
ing.

Thursday, August 24, Thomas
McDonough, 23, of Rahway was arrested
and charged with DWI following a motor
vehicle stop at Central and Ayliffe Av-
enues. He was released to a responsible
individual.

Thursday, August 24, James Gockel,
18, of Westfield was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
warrant for a traffic violation out of Mays
Landing. He was released after posting
$300 bail.

Thursday, August 24, a Piscataway
resident reported that his motor vehicle
was the target of criminal mischief while
it was parked in the area of Kimball and
Lawrence Avenues. The windshield on
the vehicle was cracked in two separate
places.

Thursday, August 24, Corey Miller,
19, of Parsippany and two juveniles were
arrested following a motor vehicle stop at
Central Avenue and Quimby Street. All
three were charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of suspected mari-
juana and possession of drug parapherna-
lia. Miller was released with a summons
pending a September 6 court date. The
juveniles – a 17-year-old Cranford fe-
male and a 17-year-old Westfield male –
were released to their parents.

Friday, August 25, Terell Shaw, 18, of
Westfield and two male juveniles, also
from Westfield, were arrested and charged
with underage possession of alcohol fol-
lowing an investigation in the 500 block
of Dorian Road. Shaw was released with
a summons pending a September 6 court
date. The juveniles – a 17-year-old and a
16-year-old – were released to a parent.

Saturday, August 26, Pierce Gaynor,
19, Nicholas DeRosa, 19, and Jeffrey
Meierdierck, 18, all of Westfield, along
with three Westfield juveniles, were ar-

rested and charged with possession of
less than 50 grams of marijuana follow-
ing an investigation in the 400 block of
Birch Avenue.

All three adults were released with
summonses pending a September 6 court
date. The three juveniles – a 17-year-old
female, a 16-year-old female and a 17-
year-old male – were released to their
parents.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, August 22, a contractor re-

ported that several pieces of equipment
were stolen from his truck. The truck was
parked at a job site on Plainfield Avenue.
The items were valued at $525.

Wednesday, August 23, a resident of
Mountain Avenue reported being the vic-
tim of theft. He stated that one or more
unknown individuals removed his bicycle,
valued at approximately $350, which was
left in front of a friend’s house on Elm
Court.

Thursday, August 24, a resident of
Westfield Road reported being the victim
of criminal mischief. He said one or more
unknown individuals damaged his motor
vehicle by scratching words on the trunk.

Thursday, August 24, a resident of
School Place reported being the victim of
theft. He stated that one or more unknown
individuals entered his garage and re-
moved his motorized scooter. Entry to the
garage was gained by pushing in a win-
dow.

Friday, August 25, the manager of a
Route 22 fast food chain reported that a
jug of money for a fundraiser was re-
moved from the counter. It is unknown
how much money was in the jug.

Fanwood
Wednesday, August 23, Thomas J.

Ferro, 19, of Scotch Plains was arrested
after a field investigation and charged
with possession of a controlled danger-
ous substance (CDS) and drug parapher-
nalia.

Thursday, August 24, Edwin H. Chris-
tian, 39, of New Brunswick was arrested
after a foot chase that ensued when he
allegedly fled from a field investigation.
He was charged with obstruction of jus-
tice, possession of burglary tools, posses-
sion of stolen property and providing
police with false information.

Friday, August 25, Carol A.
Ganczewski, 41, of Scotch Plains was
arrested after a field investigation on out-
standing warrants issued by Scotch Plains
and Springfield. Ganczewski also was
charged with possession of drug para-
phernalia.

Sunday, August 27, George Mosley,
51, of Linden was arrested and charged
with numerous outstanding warrants out
of Plainfield, Paramus and Irvington fol-
lowing a motor vehicle stop on Martine
Avenue.

Sunday, August 27, Lisa D. Minder,
33, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with an outstanding warrant out of North
Plainfield following a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue. She also was charged
with providing police with false informa-
tion.

Jamie J. Johnson, 29, of Bangor, Pa., a
passenger in the vehicle, was arrested on
an outstanding Fanwood warrant. She
also was charged with providing false
information to police.

Mountainside
Tuesday, August 15, James V.

Raymond, 3rd, 50, of Berkeley Heights
was stopped on Route 22 for failure to
maintain a lane and later was arrested for
allegedly having an open container of
alcohol in a motor vehicle and driving
with a suspended license.

Tuesday, August 15, a resident of
Pembrook Road reported being the vic-
tim of theft. He stated that one or more
unidentified individuals stole newly
planted shrubs from his front garden. The
value of the shrubs was $1,000.

Tuesday, August 15, Gordon R. Bar-
ber, 65, of Mountainside was arrested and
charged with simple assault. He also was
charged with unlawful possession of a
weapon and possession of a weapon for
an unlawful purpose.

Thursday, August 17, Enllibe L. Garcia-
Marte, 20, of Newark was arrested at the
Newark Police Department on an out-
standing warrant.

Tuesday, August 22, David Schmidt,
37, was arrested at the Hudson County
jail on an outstanding warrant.

Tuesday, August 22, a resident of Ris-
ing Way reported being the victim of
fraud. The victim stated that one or more
unidentified individuals successfully
opened an E-Trade account in her name.
The individuals then attempted to with-
draw approximately $100,000 from her
bank account. The incident is under in-
vestigation.

Tuesday, August 22, Eric Mayfield,
45, of Orange was arrested for allegedly
driving with a suspended license follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Route 22 for
failure to observe a red traffic signal. He
also was charged with an outstanding
West Orange warrant in the amount of
$500.

Wednesday, August 23, Raymond F.
Heiss, 39, of Mountainside was stopped
for speeding on Deer Path and charged
with driving with a suspended license. He
also was arrested on an active warrant out
of Summit in the amount of $145.

Thursday, August 24, John H. Scott, 48,
of Bloomfield was arrested at the Berkeley
Heights Police Department on an outstand-
ing warrant in the amount of $415.

Friday, August 25, Maria J. Gutierrez,
30, of Mountainside was arrested and
charged with DWI following a motor
vehicle stop for failure to maintain a lane
on Route 22.

Monday, August 28, Charles E. Pol-
lard, 43, of Plainfield was arrested at
Cranford police headquarters on an out-
standing warrant in the amount of $1,035.

Pedestrian Dies Following
Accident on North Avenue

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – An 82-year-old
Westfield woman died Monday sev-
eral hours after being struck by a car
as she attempted to cross East North
Avenue between Central Avenue and
Elmer Street.

Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department said
Marie Schlieske was crossing the
street at 11:43 a.m. when she was
struck by a Toyota traveling west-
bound. The captain said she was not
walking in a crosswalk.

Westfield Rescue Squad personnel
transported her to University Hospi-
tal in Newark. Captain Auchter said
the Westfield Police Department was
notified at 5:05 p.m. that the victim
had died from her injuries.

The driver of the Toyota was iden-
tified as 72-year-old Florence Pecker,
also of Westfield. Captain Auchter
told The Westfield Leader Tuesday
that no charges had been filed against
the driver and that the incident re-
mained under investigation by the
Westfield Police Department’s Traf-
fic Safety Bureau.

Anthony Romano, a UPS driver who
was traveling eastbound on North Av-
enue and saw the accident, said he
witnessed no error on the driver’s part.

“She wasn’t going fast, she was in
the left lane; she was not out of her
lane,” said Mr. Romano, adding that
the victim was looking downward as
she crossed the street. He said the
driver pulled into a nearby parking lot
after the accident occurred.

Mr. Romano called 911 from a
cellular telephone in his truck. With
an operator providing instructions
over the telephone, he said he and
another man who stopped at the scene
attempted to assist the unconscious
victim at the side of the road.

A nurse who was in the vicinity of
the accident then took over until the
rescue squad arrived.

The victim reportedly was cross-
ing over North Avenue from the
Coldwell Banker office to Drug Fair
when she was struck, according to an
additional source.

The incident was the first pedes-
trian fatality in Westfield since De-
cember of 2003, when a 58-year-old
Mountainside woman was killed af-
ter being struck by a motor vehicle,
also on North Avenue.

MS, GW School Districts
Prepare for Opening

BY CALEB ZIMMERMAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mountainside
School District Chief Administrator
Richard O’Malley has outlined mul-
tiple improvements and changes for
the 2006-2007 school year, set to
begin on September 7.

With 11 new staff members, a new
assistant principal and curriculum
coordinator (Thomas Conroy) and
supervisor of technology (Michelle
Savvides), the school district hopes
to better serve its 704 students.

A new science curriculum for kin-
dergarten through fourth-grade stu-
dents, a new spelling program for first
and second graders at Beechwood El-
ementary School and new honors En-
glish and science classes for eighth-
grade students will be among the
changes for the upcoming year. Mr.
O’Malley said three classrooms have
been equipped with multi-media hard-
ware including projectors, smart boards,
DVD players and laptop computers.

“The smart boards look like white
boards in that they can be written on,
like the screen of a laptop,” he said.

New wireless laptop carts will add
40 new computers at the Deerfield
Elementary School and 48 new com-

puters in middle-school classrooms.
“We bought laptops for the child

study department so they can gener-
ate reports in a more efficient man-
ner,” Mr. O’Malley said.

New lights were installed on the
Deerfield athletic fields.

The Mountainside School District
website has been newly redesigned;
more information can be found at
mountainsideschools.net.

The Garwood Board of Education,
serving more than 400 students, has
faced few changes this summer, as the
major renovations of Lincoln/Franklin
(grades one through eight) and Wash-
ington Schools (pre-kindergarten and
kindergarten) were completed during
the 2005-2006 school year.

“The construction was quite an ex-
pansive change over the school year,”
said William Murphy, superintendent
of schools. Mr. Murphy also noted the
adoption of the Everyday Math pro-
gram for students in fourth grade and
the new Full Option Science System
(FOSS) for fourth and fifth grades.

New hires for the coming school
year included Fran Florio, second-grade
teacher; Anita Livesey, registered nurse;
Jean Deluca, teacher aide, and fifth-
grade teacher Linda Edmundo.

dent occurred five days before the
library director was to be married.
He’d planned to marry Mary Olive
“Mo” Smith, a singer with his band,
Reckon So, on August 6. Instead the
two married two weeks later.

“We’ve been married now for about
a year,” said Mr. Weiss, who has recov-
ered from his neck wound and spoke
to The Times this week from his office
at the library. “We were married Au-
gust 19 last year in a civil ceremony,”
he said, and the band, which plays
acoustic and bluegrass music, is work-
ing again. “We play around quite a bit,
mostly in New York City.”

He said that his 20-year-old son,
who used to live with Dunlap, is “do-
ing very well.”

Following the stabbing, the
Fanwood rescue squad rushed Mr.
Weiss to the University of Medicine
and Dentistry of New Jersey in New-
ark, the state’s trauma center, where
he underwent a tracheotomy. His
voice has recovered completely, but
he said, “Losing [my singing voice]
was never really a concern.”

Declining to speak in depth about
the upcoming trial, Mr. Weiss said he
would not comment yet on how the
stabbing has changed his life, but he
did say he hopes a trial can be avoided.
“That would be the best resolution.
We’ll just see what happens as we get
close to [the trial date].”

According to Mr. Weiss, Dunlap
has been out on bail since approxi-
mately six weeks after her arrest.

“I really rather not say too much,
but I do want to thank everyone again
who’s been so supportive,” he said.

Mr. Connor, who was previously
employed by the County of Union as
its engineer, said, “By doing this we
should be able to effectively deal with
(the) intersection for the next 20 years.”

Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky
told The Times, “At some point, we
should accept what the experts say. I
would hope they’ve done their home-
work. We’ve had a lot of complaints
about the circle and something needs
to be done.”

Mr. Palmer said metered traffic sig-
nals could cause a worsening of traf-
fic delays if not done correctly. How-
ever, he said, the traffic consultants
are cognizant of this and have de-
signed the timing of the signals so
that the traffic delays will be im-
proved, not worsened, at the circle.

“I understand their concerns that
traffic lights might cause delays,” Mr.
Palmer said. “But when coordinated
properly, they improve traffic flow.”

Mr. Palmer said officials looked at
several designs and chose this one as
the best. Officials said that the new
plan will be studied for efficiency and
tweaked if necessary.

“We don’t do these projects in a
vacuum,” Mr. Orlando added.

Mr. Connor said exit 135 would be
open during construction.

 “I’m not going to say that there
won’t be some inconvenience (for
motorists),” Mr. Connor said.

The NJTA will fund the entire cost
of the project. It approved the
$400,000 contract for the initial de-
sign of the project in June.
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Clark Circle

auction.” As first reported in The Star-
Ledger on August 24 and confirmed in
the complaint by Hillside Auto Center, a
copy of which was obtained by The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, Mr. Coon was
awarded a BMW E530i, a Porsche 911
and a Volvo XC90 for the default cost of
$300 after a second bidder declined to
purchase the vehicles at the auction. Ac-
cording to The Star-Ledger story, he also
was awarded the 2003 Mercedes-Benz
E500 that he had originally purchased per
Judge Malone’s decision.

The dealership’s complaint alleges that
Hillside’s president, Raj Srivastava, was
the highest bidder at $110,600 but that
“for unknown reasons” Chief Lester
Sargent of the Union County Sheriff’s
Office, who presided over the auction,
“refused to wait for the delivery of
Srivastava’s payment” from Mr.
Srivastava’s “colleague,” who was wait-
ing at a nearby bank to get a certified
check for the exact amount of the sale.

After Mr. Srivastava’s bid was rejected,
Mr. Sargent offered the vehicles to the
second bidder, who opted not to purchase
them, according to court records.

Mr. Toscano claimed in Hillside’s com-
plaint that the second bidder, represent-
ing Certified Motors, “appeared to func-
tion as a ‘stalking horse’ that made bids
with the intention of driving up the price.”

Mr. Furst said the second bidder “was not
a stalking horse for me or, to my knowledge,
anyone else. [The second bidder] bid ac-
cording to his interest as far as I know.”

Mr. Furst offered a bid of $100 per car
on behalf of his clients and, “shockingly,”
the offer was “accepted” by Chief Sargent,
Hillside’s complaint states.

In his response to Hillside’s show cause
motion, Mr. Furst said he was the first
bidder, making a bid for his clients.

“There was spirited bidding on all three
cars between the only two bidders (the
unnamed bidder and Mr. Srivastava),”
according to Mr. Furst’s brief.

“Raj Srivastava has now admitted that
he did not have the funds available imme-
diately at the conclusion of the auction
and had to obtain them from someone off
site. This violated the terms of the auc-
tion,” Mr. Furst stated, explaining that
“cash, a certified check or approved money
order” were requirements of the auction
and that the bidders were “not permitted
to leave the bid site to obtain funds.”

“Froehlich and Coon were under no
obligation to wait for funds to arrive,” Mr.
Furst said. He further stated he was “con-
cerned that the bids (by Hillside), includ-
ing the posting of the bond ($150,000) or
the delivery of the titles had proven to be
false.” Mr. Furst claimed “numerous re-
quests by e-mail and letter” to Hillside
representatives on May 5, 11 and 18 were
made “to have Hillside comply with the
written agreement” Hillside had signed
on May 2 when sheriff’s officers ex-
ecuted a levy, arranged by Mr. Furst, on
Hillside’s property.

“I neither sought nor received any spe-
cial treatment (in garnering a levy on
Hillside’s property),” Mr. Furst said in
his statement.

Because Hillside had failed to post a
bond per the February 17 judgment, the
county sheriff’s office was given permis-
sion by the court “to seize Hillside’s as-
sets in satisfaction of the judgment,” ac-
cording to Hillside’s complaint. Sheriff’s
officers and Hillside police arrived May 1
at the dealership, at which point Mr. Furst
“ordered” Chief Sargent to “seize all of
Hillside’s property, including office fur-
niture, computer files and approximately
50 luxury vehicles,” according to Mr.
Toscano’s brief.

Mr. Furst said the seizure of Hillside’s
property was ordered per a levy he “ar-
ranged for” through the sheriff’s office on
the dealership’s property after Hillside
failed to post the bond.

During the seizure, “Hillside closed the
security gate at the entrance of the property
to prevent any cars from being removed,”
Mr. Furst said. He said Chief Sargent
contacted Hillside police “to assist in quell-
ing Hillside’s illegal activity.”

Mr. Toscano’s brief states that an attor-
ney for Hillside Auto later arrived on the
scene and argued that the seizure “would
be in extreme excess of the judgment.”
Mr. Toscano said Hillside agreed (as part
of a written agreement with the sheriff’s
office) to turn over the BMW, Volvo and
Porsche for the sheriff’s auction on May
2 “under duress.”

Mr. Furst said in his brief the agreement,
signed by Hillside representatives, includes
language stating that Hillside “knowingly
and voluntarily and with the advice of
counsel” entered into the agreement.

“(Hillside) had at least two opportuni-
ties to challenge this agreement in court.
Yet they allowed the court to enter orders
enforcing its terms without objecting. As
a result, Hillside waived any claim that
the agreement was the product of unlaw-
ful duress,” Mr. Furst stated in his brief.

Mr. Furst said, “The fact the judgment
is on appeal does not impact the propriety
of the auction.” As per the trial when
Judge Malone rendered his decision, Mr.
Furst said, “Hillside did not seek a change
of venue” and “did not object to proceed-
ing to trial before Judge Malone.”

The County of Union has said the
sheriff’s sale was legal.

“The county counsel’s office has re-
viewed all materials and tapes in conjunc-
tion with the auction and has determined the
execution of the sale was thorough and
conducted in accordance with the law,” said
Union County Director of Public Informa-
tion Sebastian D’Elia in a prepared state-
ment. “The Sheriff’s Department executed
the order of the court, as it was charged, in
the highest and professional manner.”

A call by The Times to Judge Malone’s
chambers for comment was transferred to
the court’s Civil Division in Elizabeth but
was not returned by press time.
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Judge Halts Luxury Car Sale


