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NCLB Report Places District’s
Middle Schools on Early Warning

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —Terrill and
Park Middle Schools have been
placed on early warning, according
to the New Jersey 2005-2006 No
Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) Ad-
equate Yearly Progress (AYP) pre-
liminary report.

The report, released by the state’s
department of education on August 22,
shows that Terrill Middle School missed
the mathematics proficiency target,
while Park Middle School has been
placed in the “safe harbor” category.

“Safe harbor is attained if the propor-
tion of students in the subgroup or the

total population scoring partially profi-
cient is reduced by 10 percent over the
previous year,” according to the report.

Incoming superintendent of schools
Margaret Hayes said Park Middle
School met 40 out of 40 indicators
this year and if there were success
next year, the school would be re-
moved from the early warning list.

Terrill passed 39 out of 40 indica-
tors. The school failed on the cat-
egory of mathematics under the stu-
dents with disabilities sub-group.

“We were aware (of the results for
Terrill) and last year we created Reach-
ing Achieving and Succeeding Pro-
gram (RAS). This year we will be ex-

panding the program,” Ms. Hayes told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Ms. Hayes also said the math su-
pervisor is “working very closely to
analyze the results and performance
of students who did not do well.”

A press release issued by Acting
Commissioner of Education Lucille
Davey’s office said, “If a school misses
AYP (adequate yearly progress) in
any one of the 40 indicators for any
grade span after having achieved AYP
in prior years, it is placed on DOE’s
‘Early Warning’ list.”

“‘Early Warning’ schools face no
NCLB sanctions. This is a category
developed by New Jersey as a way to
remind school officials that if they do
not make AYP in the following year,
they will be placed on the NCLB
SINI (Schools in Need of Improve-
ment) list,” the press release states.

“AYP calculations are based on
schools’ scores in the HSPA (High
School Proficiency Assessment), the
GEPA (Grade Eight Proficiency As-
sessment) and the NJASK3, NJASK4,
NJASK5, NJASK6 and NJASK7 (New
Jersey Assessment of Skills and
Knowledge, Grades Three through
Seven.). The tests are administered in
the spring,” the press release states.

This year 439 schools in New Jersey
have been put on the early warning
list. Some area schools on the early
warning list include Columbia Middle
School in Berkeley Heights, Watchung
Hills Regional High School, Arthur L.
Johnson High School in Clark, L.C.
Johnson Middle School in Summit
and Milburn Middle School.

A detailed analysis of the district
results is available at state.nj.us/njded/
news/2006/0822ayp.htm.

Margaret Hayes Begins
Tenure As Superintendent

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —“A very good
place to be” are the words Margaret
Hayes, the new superintendent of
schools, uses to describe the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district. Ms.
Hayes officially starts her new role as
superintendent tomorrow, September 1.

Previously, Ms. Hayes served the
community as assistant superinten-
dent of curriculum, instruction and
assessment since 2002.

“I have the advantage of under-
standing the district,” she told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. “One
of my goals is to nurture and develop
a community of learners who value
excellence, initiative and diversity.”

According to her resume, Ms.
Hayes previously served the commu-
nities of Old Bridge Township as prin-
cipal for two elementary schools from
1997 through 2002. Prior to this, she
was employed at the Parsippany-Troy
Hills Township schools, as district
program supervisor from 1988
through 1990 and principal for two
elementary schools from 1990
through 1997.

Before 1988, Ms. Hayes was em-
ployed as a social studies teacher at
North Brunswick Township High
School and dean of the Bergen School
in Jersey City.

Ms. Hayes received her doctorate in
education from Rutgers University’s
Graduate School of Education in 2001,
her Master of Science degree in edu-
cation in 1975 and bachelor’s degree
(magna cum laude) in sociology in
1971 from Wagner College in Staten
Island, New York.

When asked what attracted her to
the district, Ms. Hayes said that former

superintendent Carol Choye told her
she would be impressed with the dis-
trict because of the “community sup-
port, the integrity, knowledge and com-
mitment of the board of education and
an exceptional administrative team.
She was right on every count.”

Ms. Hayes said she will welcome
more than 50 new teachers next week
and plans on supporting them and the
returning staff.

Regarding contract negotiations,
Ms. Hayes said she feels she “needs
to work hard to build a working rela-
tionship and create a climate forged
for a win-win negotiation process.”

One part of this “win-win” rela-
tionship, she said, is the implementa-
tion of a plan to revise the period
structure at the middle-school level
to increase the number of periods
from seven to eight without increas-
ing the length of the school day.

This new schedule is designed to
prevent students from being “pulled
out” of classes. Working with teach-
ers in this capacity will “be a new
role; I’m very collaborative,” she said.

Of her methods for decision-mak-
ing, she said, “When you are in educa-
tion there is a consistent frame for
decision-making, [focusing on] what
is the best for the student.”

Ms. Hayes will do the work of both
superintendent and assistant superin-
tendent until her replacement is hired.

Her most immediate challenge re-
volves around the opening of school,
she said. In the months ahead, Ms.
Hayes plans to attend activities, visit
classes and report on last year’s ac-
complishments to the board.

“I want every child to enjoy learn-
ing, to seek challenges and to suc-
ceed,” Ms. Hayes said.

SP, WF Schools Open Wednesday;
New Leaders Join Administration

By CALEB ZIMMERMAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – Local school children head
back to the classroom Wednesday amid
the usual newly painted classrooms,
new staff and new administrators in-
cluding a new superintendent of
schools for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
public schools and an interim princi-
pal at Westfield High School.

In the Scotch Plains-Fanwood dis-
trict, Margaret Hayes has assumed the
duties of superintendent, replacing
Carol Choye, who retired after leading
the district for the past 13 years.

Additional hires include 52 “highly
qualified teachers and administrators”
who will greet 5,300 students, accord-
ing to Barbara Roskin of the SP-F
BOE’s human resources department.

“There are major changes in the
central office, as each new superin-
tendent brings [her] own style,” said
district spokeswoman Kathy Meyer.

Taking over in April, Thomas
Thorp, the assistant principal at Park
Middle School, will begin his first
full year as an administrator.

Construction projects throughout
the district have focused on increas-
ing the availability of parking.

“The main push was for increasing
parking at Brunner and Evergreen
Elementary Schools and at the high
school,” Ms. Meyer said. “There was
a parking study done last year, and, as
a result, additional parking spaces
were added.”

 Evergreen School and the depart-
ment of special services and nursing
wing at the high school have under-
gone asbestos removal.

No new improvements have been
made to the athletic facilities yet, but
discussion continues on the replace-
ment of the high school’s football
field with artificial turf, Ms. Meyer
said. Freshman boys and girls soccer
teams have been established, as well
as a varsity ice hockey team.

Curriculum changes throughout the
district include the addition of a phi-
losophy course and revision of the
sociology course at the high school,
changes to the language arts literacy
curriculum for grades six to 12 and
extensive revisions to the social stud-

ies curriculum.
Social studies programs for grades

four and five have been revised, and
the middle-school geography curricu-
lum has received new textbooks. The
eighth-grade world history and cul-
tures curriculum has been revised and
has received a new textbook.

New textbooks for the high school’s
AP science program will offer web
support features, and new materials
for the anatomy and physiology
course have been purchased. Tech-
nology improvements for the school
district include $60,000 for new
laptops and upgrades of older laptops.

In Westfield, 40 new staff members,
who were hired to replace teachers and
administrators who retired or are on
leave, will greet 6,000 students from
kindergarten to high-school seniors.
Westfield High School Interim Princi-
pal Dennis Fyffe and Guidance Direc-

tor Stephen Maczynski are among the
new hires to the school district.

Newly hired teachers have partici-
pated in the district’s New Teacher
Institute, an orientation program.

Mr. Fyffe, a former superintendent
of schools for the Sayreville Public
Schools and interim superintendent
for the Long Beach Island Board of
Education, took over as WHS princi-
pal on July 1.

He replaces Robert Petix, who led
WHS for the past 26 years. Anthony
Akey, an assistant principal at Sum-
mit High School, had originally ac-
cepted but later declined the offer to
be the new principal.

“I am looking forward to a very
successful new school year. I am
particularly excited about the new
leadership at the guidance office
under Stephen Maczynski, who is
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NJTA Plans Improvements
For Clark Traffic Circle

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CLARK — Reconstruction of the
traffic circle in Clark off exit 135 of
the Garden State Parkway will com-
mence in June of 2007 with comple-
tion of the $4.1-million New Jersey
Turnpike Authority (NJTA) project
scheduled for December of 2007, turn-
pike offiicials told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

The planned improvements include
the widening and realigning of the
northbound and southbound exit
ramps, the construction of two new
connector roads and the addition of
four traffic lights to meter traffic onto
the circle, NJTA officials said.

Currently, motorists at the circle
wait for others to yield, a situation
that causes extensive delays, said Joe
Orlando, spokesperson for the NJTA.
The Clark circle has been a source of
traffic delays and other traffic prob-
lems for many years, he said.

Many of the commuters affected
by these traffic delays are residents of
Westfield and other towns surround-
ing Clark, he added. Turnpike offi-
cials said that more than 60,000 mo-
torists use exit 135 daily.

Detective Sergeant Raymond
Palmer, traffic supervisor for the Clark
Police Department, said he has re-
ceived numerous complaints from
drivers about traffic on the circle dur-
ing the past 10 years. Mr. Palmer,
along with town administrators in
Clark and other local police depart-
ments, was a part of the consulting
team that contributed input into the
redesign plans, Mr. Orlando said.

Not everyone agrees with the design
plans for this project. Former Westfield
mayor Bud Boothe told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that although
he agrees with the need for redesigning
the circle, the redesign plans the NJTA
has proposed are “horrible.”

“The metered lights are ridiculous,”
he said. “It will make a bad situation
even worse.” he said he has studied
traffic-engineering issues for many
years and said he is knowledgeable
enough to know bad plans. “They could
do different things. A longer exit is
needed, but not [the lights proposed].”

He said the system would limit the
number of vehicles entering the circle.

Mr. Orlando told The Times he
would not comment on Mr. Boothe’s
opinion. He said, “Everybody who is
appropriate has weighed in on this.
We have taken input from engineers
and local officials. They’re happy with
this design.”

Bruce Connor, senior highway en-
gineer with NJTA and project man-
ager for the traffic circle project, told
The Times that both the NJTA and the
Rutgers Intelligence Transportation
Systems Laboratory conducted analy-
ses for the project and drafted five
conceptual plans. He said turnpike

officials selected the current plan be-
cause it addresses the “(traffic) capac-
ity of the intersection” and offers cost-
effective improvements to solve exist-
ing traffic backups at the intersection.

He described the metered signals
as a “modern battery backup system”
that continues to operate up to 12
hours following a power failure and
can be connected to a generator. Mr.
Connor said metered signals are like
a “platoon type of system.” He said,
for example, a motorist approaching
the circle from Westfield who re-
ceives a green signal should be able to
swing around the circle and access
the Garden State Parkway northbound
lanes without stopping. He said mul-
tiple vehicles would be able to access
the circle simultaneously.
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BEHIND CLOSED DOORS...Three luxury automobiles worth over $100,000 are
housed in Westfield after being confiscated by the sheriff’s department and then
auctioned and sold for a minimum bid of $300 to Sheriff Officer Christopher Coon
as the only qualifying bidder. Mr. Coon is the stepson of Union County Sheriff
Ralph Froehlich. The parties will appear in court on September 8.

READY TO TOOT…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School  Marching Band
prepares for this fall’s show, “Mystic Journey,” including music from Harry Potter
and Lord of the Rings. The band will perform during halftime at football games and
at band competitions. SPFHS will host a band competition on Sunday, October 1.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CAMPAIGN TIME...GOP officials and candidates meet the public in Scotch Plains last Saturday at the Farmer’s Market. (Left
to right) Mountainside Councilman Glenn Mortimer seeks office as Union County Freeholder, Scotch Plains Councilwoman
Carolyn Sorge seeks reelection and Representative Mike Ferguson of the 7th Congressional District seeks reelection.

Courtesy of the New Jersey Turnpike Authority
CLARK CIRCLE…NJ Turnpike officials announced in June a $4-million improve-
ment project for the Clark traffic circle off exit 135 of the Garden State Parkway. The
project includes widening the exit ramps and installing hi-tech traffic signals.

Dunlap Trial for Stabbing
Lib. Director Set for Oct. 16

By NORDETTE ADAMS
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Barring a plea agree-
ment, the trial date for Rosemary
Dunlap, 55, of Westfield has been
scheduled for Monday, October 16
before State Superior Court Judge
William Wertheimer in Elizabeth.
Dunlap has been charged with the
attempted murder of her ex-husband,
Dan Weiss, 55, the Fanwood Memo-
rial Library director.

Last year, Union County Prosecu-
tor Theodore Romankow assigned As-
sistant Prosecutor Maureen O’Brien
to represent the prosecutor’s office in
the case. This week, Executive Assis-
tant Prosecutor Robert O’Leary said
Dunlap is out on bail, which was set
last year at $150,000. She has been
charged with attempted murder and
unlawful possession of a weapon (a
knife), Mr. O’Leary said. She faces
up to 30 years in jail if convicted – 10
to 20 years for the attempted murder

charge and an additional 10 years for
possession of a weapon with unlaw-
ful purpose, Mr. O’Leary said.

Her attorney, Richard Lehrich, was
on vacation this week and unavail-
able for comment.

According to previous coverage of
the case by The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, Fanwood police said
Dunlap allegedly stabbed Mr. Weiss
on August 1, 2005, as he left work,
wounding him in the neck. The inci-
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Car Sale to Sheriff’s Stepson
Halted Pending Court Hearing

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – A state superior
court judge has temporarily halted the
sale by auction of three model year
2004 luxury automobiles, valued at
more than $100,000, for $300 to the
stepson of long-time Union County
Sheriff Ralph Froehlich pending a court
hearing on Friday, September 8.

State Superior Court Judge John
Malone ordered the auction to satisfy
a $142,628 judgment he made on
February 17 against Hillside Auto
Center for violating the state’s “lemon
law” as per the New Jersey Consumer
Fraud Act. Hillside has appealed that
decision and had sought to stop the
sale of the auctioned cars to Christo-
pher Coon, the sheriff’s stepson and
himself a Union County sheriff’s of-
ficer, pending a decision on its ap-
peal. According to an August 24 story
in The Star-Ledger, the dealership
faces seizure of its remaining assets
to satisfy the judgment minus $300.

Hillside filed the “show cause” or-
der for a temporary restraining order
or injunction on August 21, claiming
the August 15 county sheriff’s auc-

tion, held at Sevell’s Auto Body in
Westfield, “was clearly a sham.” Hill-
side has said allowing the sale to move
forward would cause the dealership
“immediate and irreparable damage.”

Henry Furst, a West Orange attor-
ney representing Mr. Coon and his
mother, Marlene Froehlich, said in a
legal brief, “The fact that the bid [by
Hillside] was below the value of the
cars is irrelevant, especially since
Hillside fails to present any evidence
of the value of the cars.”

Judge Malone, who The Star-Led-
ger reported was chosen after two
other judges declined due to the
sheriff’s connection to the case, ruled
in a bench verdict issued December
12, 2005 that Hillside Auto had not
disclosed a defect in a radio for a
2003 Mercedes-Benz E500 purchased
by Mr. Coon from Hillside for $49,500
in July of 2004. Mr. Coon and his
mother, who reportedly had co-signed
for the Mercedes, had filed suit on
September 8, 2004.

Hillside Auto, represented by Nutley
attorney Patrick Toscano, has asked Judge
Malone to “rule on the propriety of the


