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WF Tennis Association Men’s Singles
Tennis Ladder Results & Standings:

Sc. Plains’ Malanga Inducted
Into NJ Softball Hall of Fame

At a recent ceremony, Jerry
Malanga was inducted into the NJ
Amateur Softball Association Hall of
Fame for his outstanding contribu-
tions to the game. Malanga was the
owner of Malanga’s Florist in Scotch
Plains for many years; he now owns
and operates Malanga’s Springdale
Farms in Warren with his wife Marian,
two sons, Nick and Chris and daugh-
ter-in-law Renee’.

Malanga pitched for 16 years from
1958-1974 and threw primarily for
leagues in Plainfield, North
Plainfield, Berkeley Heights, New
Brunswick and Elizabeth. His pri-
mary teams were Panella’s Masonry,
Mike Kerwin’s Tavern, Rocco’s,
Johnny’s Barber Shop and Seritella
News.

Malanga pitched in the day when
a team typically had one and only
one pitcher. As the pitcher for the
teams mentioned above, Malanga
led his teams to seven North
Plainfield League championships,
seven North Plainfield playoff cham-
pionships, nine Plainfield League
championships, five Plainfield play-
off championships, four Berkeley
Heights League championships,
three Berkeley Heights playoff
championships, two New Brunswick
League championships, two Eliza-
beth League championships, one
Union County championship, one
class A State championship and one
third place AA State Tournament

finish….(note…qualifying for state
tournament back then).

Malanga pitched in excess of 630
games, winning more than 530 for an
85 percent winning percentage with
7,500 strikeouts. He epitomized the
old-school pitcher who showed up
every night, asked for no money, didn’t
say a whole lot except “give me the
ball,” and then let the team ride his
arm to win-after-win.

EARLIER YEARS…Jerry Malanga
pitched 16 years from 1958-1974. He was
recently inducted into the NJ Amateur
Softball Association Hall of Fame
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PRISTINE COLONIAL ON THE BOULEVARD 
Spacious and pristine Colonial home offering ideal location on a tree lined Westfield street.  
Perfect for entertaining are the sun-filled Dining Room & Living Room with wood burning 
fireplace.  This fine home boasts hardwood floors, new central air & furnace, new 
windows, master Bedroom suite with new full bath and deck overlooking fenced yard and 

manicured grounds.                                                                          Offered for $849,900. 
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When it comes to her clients,   
Realtor Grace Rappa is in the know 

      No       No  
   WORRIES   COMPLICATIONS 

 No  No 
   EXCUSES  KIDDING           Top 1% of 64,000 CB Agents Nationwide  

        Direct: 908- 301- 2019 
         

Buying or selling your home is serious business.  Grace understands.  She provides service that removes the unkowns 

so you can rest easy throughout your transaction.  NO worries because she really listens to you. Accomplishing your 

goals is how Grace measures her success. NO complications because Grace is knowledgeable and thorough. 

Contracts are sound and your best interests are always priority ONE.  NO excues because Grace delivers.  Her service 

is based on performance, not talk.  When it comes to being a top real estate professional, Grace doesn’t Kid around.   

She’s as serious about your home as you are. Call her today, You’ll be glad you did!   
                        

                     Open House Sunday August 20th 1-4 pm  
        
 

 

  
 

  
  

       5 Brs. 3.5 baths $1,695,000                  5 Brs. 3.5 baths $1,575,000  
Custom Homes with open porches and exceptional designs indicative of the builder Custom Service Builders.  

Ready for Delivery in September 2006. For information about the builder, visit www.CustomServiceBuilders.com.  For 

more listings information visit www.GraceRappa.com  

 

523 Coleman Place, Westfield 706 Embree Crescent, Westfield

Sports Letter to the Editor
Parent Finds Soccer Experience
To Be ‘Beyond the Competition’

For some time, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School boys varsity soc-
cer team has taken an extended summer
trip as part of a pre-season warm-up to a
variety of places for training and tourna-
ment play. Since youth soccer rules have
made it very difficult for a high school
team to play together in U.S. Tournament
play they have gone out of the country.

This year the trip was to Brazil. It
seems that was a popular choice as the
girls varsity team also planned a trip to
Sao Paolo, and Westfield varsity boys
team also took a training trip to Brazil.

Many people may view this as an ex-
travagance for a high school team and
question why it is necessary? I can only
answer from our experiences since I was
fortunate enough to accompany the team
as a chaperone, but I am sure the experi-
ences are the same for all the teams who
take the time and put forth the effort to do
this type of thing.

The boys participated in many, many
levels of fundraising and had a tremen-
dous level of support from the commu-
nity; especially the member families and
administration of the township soccer
association who contributed money in
exchange for high school players doing
training sessions, allowed us to purchase
at cost marketing items for the associa-
tion and sell them around town, local
businesses met with players and responded
to the request for donations. They ran
miniature golf outings, family fun nights,
canister drives, and other various
fundraising events. From this they learn
to work together toward a long-term goal.
They learn presentation and interaction
with adults outside of a school or home
setting. They learn to deal with the set-
backs and rejection of a business environ-
ment in dealing with the public, and expe-
rience the sense of accomplishment when
a plan works and a goal is achieved.

While in Brazil they experienced first
hand a level of soccer that most had not seen
before. We played seven games in 10 days;
five of these games were with Professional
Club Organization’s Youth Teams. We
played 16- and 17-year-old teams of profes-
sionals (paid players) from the first and
second divisions of a country where soccer
is a religious experience. Naturally we did
not win any of the games. We did however
learn from each game and each team’s
expertise and never lost confidence when
scored upon, in fact our players became
closer and more energized with each score.
Our level of play increased through team
work and composure on the field as we
came closer and closer to a scoring shot,
some saved by the post and others by strong
goalkeeping. This made the joy of accom-
plishment that much sweeter when our first

goal was scored.
Although the local teams played very

competitively on the field, when the game
was over it was nothing but handshakes
and hugs all around – A level of respect
and camaraderie that makes you comfort-
able in hopes for the future. The trading of
equipment and bonding between two
groups with no common language made
me realize how good the tag line from The
World Cup was. “The Game that can
change everything.”

The experience of another country and
its culture, I think we all agree, is a very
educational thing for young people. From
the overwhelming feeling of a trip through
the Rainforest, to trying new foods, pro-
duce and seafood, the experience of local
customs and making new friends without
the use of the English language to the self
confidence gained by navigating large
city airports and travel.

So when added up the life lessons and
growth oriented experiences become
something irreplaceable, the soccer expe-
riences unparalleled, the opportunities to
be responsible young adults are truly price-
less.

I am sure I can safely speak for all three
teams and families who took these trips
this year in saying “Thank You” to all in
the community who supported the idea in
any way. The repayment to you will be
better educated and more self confident
and mature young people in the commu-
nity who realize without your help they
would not have the opportunities they do.

Tom Meredith
Scotch Plains

A few changes occurred to the top
10. Gary Wasserman, Robert Errazo,
Cristina H. Newsome and Dan Siegel
maintained their 1 through 4 rankings
with Wasserman defeating Errazo,
10-7, and Newsome defeating Siegel,
6-2, 7-6 (7-2). Melvin Diep gained
the fifth spot with a thrilling, 4-6, 7-
5, 7-6 (8-6), win over Paul Newsome
who previously bested Tom Bauer,
7-6 (7-4), 6-3. Steve Parker crept
into the top 10 with an 8-6 win over
his doubles partner Mike Gonella.
Tuyen Diep and Richard Pardo were
again the most active with 23 total
matches played. The last reporting
period ends on September 4. Eight
matches are needed to qualify for the
playoffs. The format will consist of
two brackets with the top 16 in one

half and the rest in the other. Please
report all match activity to Richard
Pardo at rspardo531@msn.com.
  1. Wasserman(9)* 20. A. Marotta(5)*
  2. Rob Errazo(12)* 21. Paul DaSilva(4)*
  3. H. Newsome(6)* 22. M. Manders(8)*
  4. Dan Siegel(8)* 23. C. Wendel(14)*
  5. Mel Diep(16)* 24. Josh Suri(12)*
  6. P. Newsome(14)* 25. Chris Miller(7)*
  7. Tom Bauer(17)* 26. David Ferio(8)*
  8. Tuyen Diep(23)* 27. Mark Jackler(6)*
  9. Weldon Chin(16)* 28. Rod North(5)*
10. Steve Parker(8)* 29. T. Bigosinski(4)*
11. Mike Gonella(8)* 30. Chris Farella(11)
12. Chris Blaise(14)* 31. Andy Cohen(9)
13. Bouchouev(12)* 32. Joe Donnolo(1)
14. Vince Camuto(6)* 33. Dewey Rainville
15. Chris Conley(16) 34. Doug Albert
16. Rich Pardo(23)* 35. Ryan Brown
17. Stu Gruskin(11)* 36. Donald Dohm
18. Zac Friss(8)* 37. Steven Shane
19. Warren Friss(11)* 38. Marc Rock
( ) matches played
*match played in current period

FRIENDLY SONS GOLF CHAMP…Pete Davis, left, Brian McGovern, second
from the right and Bill Neafsey, right, all from the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick
Union County, present Ed Jaten with the “Davis Cup” after he won The Friendly
Sons of St. Patrick Union County’s 2006 “Pete Davis Classic.” Held on August 7
at the Suburban Golf Club in Union, this was the first year the Irish-American
organization’s annual golf outing was named for Mr. Davis, a long-time supporter
of the group. The golf outing is one of our two major events the Friendly Sons hold
each year to raise money for their scholarship campaign.
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MORE THAN JUST A SPORTS EXPERIENCE…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys soccer team, left, gained more than just a sports experience
while competing in Brazil this summer.


