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HIGH ADVENTURE…Members of Boy Scout Troop 33 and their leaders, pic-
tured above, took a 12-day trek this summer through the mountains of New Mexico
at the Philmont Scout Ranch, the Boy Scouts of America’s premier High Adventure
Camp. Along the way, they experienced rock climbing, burro racing, gold prospect-
ing and the study of conservation, ecology and nature. They also climbed Philmont’s
highest peak, Mount Baldy, with an elevation of over 12,400 feet. Troop 33 meets at
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church on Monday evenings during the school year.

Helping Poor Family Brings
Spiritual Rewards For All

By REV. FATHER PETER DELVIZIS

This past July, I had the wonderful
opportunity of traveling with a group
of teenagers from my parish to
Tijuana, Mexico in order to partici-
pate in a home-building mission.

Our effort was directed by Habitat
for Humanity International, a non-
profit, ecumenical Christian hous-
ing ministry which seeks to elimi-
nate poverty and homelessness from
the world.

As we entered the worksite for our
first day of work, we quickly noticed
that the foundation of the house had
not been laid. This meant we had a
lot of labor-intensive work to ac-
complish. Starting our project, I was
very impressed with the energy level
and enthusiasm that the teenagers
showed while lifting heavy buckets
of sand, stone, concrete mix and
water in order to make the cement
that was used in pouring the founda-
tion.

Before this work actually began, I
noticed that the common feelings
existing amongst the kids were in-
trigue and thankfulness. The intrigue
dealt mainly with a curiosity of how,
in the course of a week, can a house
be built; especially, when no one in
our group had any knowledge what-
soever about construction. The
thankfulness consisted mainly of a
feeling of goodwill in that we had
arrived in order to give of our time
and energy to a family who did not

possess much by way of material
belongings.

Comparison is a human activity in
which each of us engages. I spoke to
the group regarding this during our
evening rap sessions. “Possessing a
lot of material stuff doesn’t make
one a better person or superior to
another who might not be blessed in
the same way. Consider another type
of blessing; a spiritual one, which is
far more treasured than any other.”

It didn’t take the kids very long to
recognize the other blessing, the
spiritual one, in the family – and
within themselves.

As our workdays passed, this
newly-found awareness became
more evident, namely, that this fam-
ily was indeed richly blessed and
that something very treasured was
being given to our group from God
by way of this family. We worked
side-by-side with the family, shar-
ing in their fellowship, peace, inner
joy and laughter.

After all is said and done, isn’t this
what each person truly desires from
life: a sense of community, belong-
ing, acceptance, freedom and love? I
can say that our group discovered a
sense of this on our trip to Mexico.

In the end, I think that the impor-
tant lesson learned is that when one
enacts charity, the life of the other is
not the only one transformed; each
person receives a great spiritual
blessing in return that will remain
with them forever.

It was my prayer as we departed
that we recognize our mission, as
children of God, to harness the trans-
forming power of the Lord in order
to effect change in the world. By
caring for and ministering to our
fellow human beings, we help alle-
viate the sufferings of humanity and
at the same time receive many rich
spiritual blessings.

* * * * * * *

Reverend Father Delvizis is the
Presiding Priest of the Holy Trinity
Greek Orthodox Church, located at
250 Gallows Hill Road in Westfield.

Runner to Compete Again
Following Heart Surgery
By CHRISSY HAMWAY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – On Septem-
ber 18, 2005, township resident Steve
Close crossed the finish line at the
27th annual Jefferson Hospital Phila-
delphia Distance Run. Less than a
month later, he was placed on life
support and prepped for open-heart
surgery.

Mr. Close, who grew up in Summit
and moved to Scotch Plains in 1991,
has run seven half-marathons, the first
of which took place in Jersey City in
1999. He maintains a consistent work-
out regimen, adding a few road miles
to his routine a few weeks before races.

Last October, the health-conscious,
42-year-old experienced flu-like symp-
toms and saw his doctor. The doctor
told him that he had the flu and would
be better in a few days.

“I didn’t get better, though; I got
worse,” said Mr. Close. “Still, the doc-
tor said I had the flu and I should hang
in there.”

Mr. Close’s wife finally decided to
take him to Overlook Hospital in Sum-
mit, where he learned he had bacterial
endocarditis, an infection of the heart
and heart valves.

“It’s very serious. It’ll kill you,” Mr.
Close said.

After four days at Overlook, Mr.
Close was transported to Morristown
Hospital in Morristown. On October
19, he underwent open-heart surgery
to replace a diseased and dead mitral
valve with a mechanical heart valve.

Mr. Close experienced a slow re-
covery because he had lost 20 pounds
before the surgery and was in a lot of

pain and discomfort.
“For the first week, I was unable to

do much of anything. Slowly but surely,
I was able to go for short walks, and I
started going back to the ‘Y’ and work-
ing out very slowly on the treadmill,”
he said.

He started to exercise every day,
and as his recovery began to acceler-
ate, he set a goal to complete a half-
marathon at the end of April, which
would be almost exactly six months
after his surgery.

On April 30, Mr. Close ran the
Runner’s World half-marathon in
Allentown, Pa. His goal was to com-
plete the 13.1 miles in two hours. He
finished in one hour, 59 minutes.

Since that race, Mr. Close has been
training to improve his time in this
year’s Jefferson Hospital Philadelphia
Distance Run – the last race he ran
before his surgery last year.

To prepare for the race, which will
take place on Sunday, September 17,
Mr. Close has been working out on
the treadmill and Stairmaster and tak-
ing spin classes at the Westfield Area
“Y,” as well as doing long runs on
weekends.

“I’m motivated to put a major ill-
ness behind me and to compete again
in this great race,” said Mr. Close.

Library Announces Recall
Of Summer Reading Toys

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library, located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, has issued a request
for patrons to return to the library the
bendable dogs and cats distributed
during week four of the library’s an-
nual Summer Reading Program.

The summer materials and theme
were part of a 41-state initiative to
coordinate summer reading. These
specific incentives had been tested
before distribution but recent tests
have indicated a higher lead content
than acceptable, according to a re-
lease issued by the library. The li-
brary has confirmed that it will re-
place these gifts with other choices
and apologized for the problem.

The distributor of the toys, the
Highsmith Company, issued the fol-
lowing statement:

“Highsmith has recently had a lead
content test completed on a sample of
the Bendable Cat and Dog toys sold to
public libraries through the Collabo-
rative Summer Library Program. This
test, completed by Analytical Process
Laboratories Inc., Milwaukee, Wis.,
confirmed an earlier report from the
Indiana Board of Health that the lead
content in these particular toys ex-

ceeds the maximum allowable limit
under current federal regulations.

“The sample Highsmith tested reg-
istered .277 percent lead content.
The Code of Federal Regulations,
Title 16, Section 1303 stipulates that
lead may constitute no more than .06
percent of the weight of the paint
applied to a toy.

“At this time, Highsmith has dis-
continued sale of this item and rec-
ommends all libraries cease distribu-
tion of any remaining Bendable Cats
and Dogs in their possession and is-
sue a recall to all patrons who may
have received this toy.

“On October 14, 2005, prior to
distributing these toys through the
Collaborative Summer Library Pro-
gram, Intertek Testing Services tested
the Bendable that was to be distrib-
uted by Highsmith. The test reported
that the Bendable was in compliance
with the applicable federal code.
Highsmith has documentation of this
test in its possession.”

Individuals are asked to direct any
questions to Matt Mulder, director,
Highsmith Publications, at
mmulder@highsmith.com or (920)
563-9571, extension no. 381.
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– Obituaries –
Abraham Golush, 98, Active In Temple;
Plumbers Union Member For 66 Years

Margaret Modugno, 94
Margaret Lotano Modugno, 94, a

lifelong resident of Westfield, died
on Tuesday, August 8, at her home.

Mrs. Modugno was a homemaker.
Surviving are her husband of 73

years, Alphonse Modugno; two
daughters, Noreen Liddy and Diane
Gervasi; two sons, Al Modugno, Jr.
and Frank Modugno; three sisters,
Connie Keough, Mary Pelusio and
Annette Bracuto; 11 grandchildren
and 11 great-grandchildren.

A funeral service was held on Fri-
day, August 11, at the Dooley Funeral
Home, 218 North Avenue West in
Cranford. Burial took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made to
the American Heart Association, 2550
Route 1, New Brunswick, N.J. 08902.

August 17, 2006

Pauline Petritsch, 75
Pauline Petritsch, 75, of Leisure

Village West in Manchester, N.J.
passed away on Wednesday, August
9, 2006, at the Atlantic City Medical
Center in Atlantic City.

She was born and raised in Brook-
lyn, N.Y. before moving to Suffolk
County, N.Y., where she lived for
nearly 30 years.

Pauline spent much of her life de-
voted to caring for her family.

An avid tennis player, Pauline also
enjoyed dancing and spending warm
winters in southern Florida with her
husband.

She is survived by her husband,
George; her daughters, Pauline Kelsey,
Joyce Scialabba and Susan Llinares,
along with their husbands, Alan, Rich
and Rick, and Pauline’s six beloved
grandchildren, Melissa, Matthew,
Richie, Erin, Nicole and Sam.

In keeping with Pauline’s wishes, a
memorial service was held on Friday,
August 11, 2006, at the Oliverie Fu-
neral Home, located at 2925
Ridgeway Road in Manchester.

Memorial donations to the Faith
Foundation, in care of Pauline Kelsey,
20 Roosevelt Road, Whitehouse Sta-
tion, N.J. 08889, would be appreciated.

To send online condolences, please
visit www.oliveriefuneralhome.com.
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Abraham Golush, 98, of Monroe
Township died on Tuesday, August 8,
at The Elms Nursing Home of Mon-
roe Township.

Born and raised in Bayonne, he
moved to Monroe Township in 1986.

Mr. Golush was a 66-year member
of Plumbers Local Union No. 14 of
Jersey City. He retired in 1986.

He also was a member of Temple
Beth Am and the Brotherhood of
Temple Beth Am, both in Bayonne.

Additionally, he was a member of
the ACME Club and the 33rd Street
Club, also of Bayonne.

During World War II in Africa,
Mr. Golush participated in the build-
ing of military bases for Johnson,
Drake and Piper.

Surviving are his wife of 62 years,
Dorothy Friedman Golush; a daugh-
ter, Ruth Golush of West Windsor; a
son, David Golush of Westfield; a sis-
ter, Fannie Cozewith; a brother, Will-
iam Golush, and two grandchildren.

Graveside services were held on
Thursday, August 10, at the United
Hebrew Cemetery in Staten Island, N.Y.

Arrangements were by Frank Patti
and Kenneth Mikatarian Funeral Di-
rectors of Fort Lee.

Memorial contributions may be
made to Temple Beth Am, 111 Av-
enue B, Bayonne, N.J. 07002.
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Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED

VIRGIN:  (Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven.  Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity.  Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother.  Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth!  I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity.  There
are none that can withstand your
power.  Oh, show me herein you are
my mother.  Oh Mary, conceived
without sin, pray for us who have
recourse to thee.  Holy Mother, I
place this cause in your hands (3X).
Holy Spirit, you who solve all prob-
lems, light all roads so that I can
attain my goal.  You who gave me
the divine gift to forgive and forget
all evil against me and that in all
instances in my life you are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank you for the things as you
confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine. The
person must say this prayer three
consecutive days. After three days,
the request will be granted. This
prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. D.K.

Melita Prado, 78
Melita Prado, 78, of Kissimmee,

Fla. died on Tuesday, August 15, at
the Southern Oaks Health Care Cen-
ter in Saint Cloud, Fla.

Born in Lamas, Peru on July 10,
1928, the daughter of the late Pedro
and Celinda Vela, she came to the
United States in 1959, settling in
Plainfield. She had lived in Scotch
Plains and then in Short Hills for 33
years before moving to Florida in
2002.

Mrs. Prado had worked with her
husband as an administrative assis-
tant for New York Life Insurance
Company in Livingston for 15 years
prior to retiring.

She was a former Girl Scout leader
in Scotch Plains.

Surviving are her husband of 54
years, Meleck Prado; a daughter,
Mary Ann Kent of Westfield; two
sons, Walter Prado and Edward Prado,
both of Santa Barbara, Calif., and
three grandchildren.

Visitation will take place from 2 to
4 and 7 to 9 p.m. on Sunday, August
20, at the Gray Funeral Home, 318
East Broad Street in Westfield. A reli-
gious service will be held on Monday,
August 21, at St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Westfield. Interment will be
at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Alzheimer’s
Association, 400 Morris Avenue,
Suite 251, Denville, N.J. 07834-1365.
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Christine Froden, 97
Christine “Nanny” Froden, 97, of

Westfield died on Friday, August 4, at
Brighton Gardens in Mountainside.

Born in New York City on October
10, 1908, she lived in Westfield for
several years.

Mrs. Froden had been employed
for many years as an educational su-
pervisor with the Singer Sewing Ma-
chine Company in Elizabeth before
her retirement in 1972.

She was a long-time member of the
Eastern Star-Atlas Chapter in
Westfield.

She was predeceased by her husband
of 63 years, Holger Samuel Froden,
and by a son, Holger Alfred Froden.

Surviving are three grandchildren,
Eric Froden of Richmond, Va., Peter
Froden of Fanwood and Kirsten
Froden of Garwood, and two great-
grandchildren.

Private services were conducted
under the direction of the Gray Fu-
neral Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Memorial contributions may be made
to the Eastern Star Home, 111 Finderne
Avenue, Bridgewater, N.J. 08807.
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Susan Eckman, 85
Susan Eckman, 85, of Westfield

died on Friday, June 2, at Overlook
Hospital in Summit.

Born in Jamestown, N.Y., she lived
in Westfield since 1950. She also
maintained a residence in Cape
Canaveral, Fla.

Mrs. Eckman was a homemaker.
She was predeceased by her hus-

band, Bill Eckman.
Surviving are a son, W. Bruce

Eckman of Westfield; two daughters,
Karen Eckman of Cocoa Beach, Fla.
and Susan Eckman of Westfield; seven
grandchildren and three great-grand-
children.

Private services were held under
the direction of the Gray Funeral
Home, 318 East Broad Street in
Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to the Westfield Rescue Squad, 335
Watterson Street, Westfield, N.J.
07090.
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More Community
on Pages 14 &15

Mountainside Brighton Gardens of Mountainside 908-654-4460 1350 Route 22 West AL, ALZ
Westfield Sunrise of Westfield 908-317-3030 240 Springfield Avenue AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living   ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

For more information and a FREE online newsletter, visit www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Please come to an open house with Brighton Gardens
of Mountainside, Sunrise of Westfield and Weichert
Realtors®, who offers nearly 350 company-owned and
franchise offices and specializes in providing personal services
to seniors in regard to senior housing. Learn how the
Weichert team can support and counsel seniors and family
members as decisions about a move become necessary.

Information on the following topics includes:
• Selling your home quickly at the best possible price
• Securing financial services such as mortgages, loans and

insurance
• Providing quick access to the equity in your current home
• Helping with home-related services and repairs
• Organizing your move

Please Join Brighton Gardens of Mountainside,
Sunrise of Westfield and Weichert Realtors for an Open House

Brighton Gardens of Mountainside
Sunday, August 20 • 11:00am-3:00pm

RSVP to 908-654-4460

Sunrise of Westfield
Sunday, August 27 • 11:30am-3:30pm

RSVP to 908-317-3030

Light refreshments
Question and answer session

Open to the public
Giveaways and tours

EVENT DETAILS


