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Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
STAR STRUCK...Claudia Romeo, a Wilson Elementary School student, met
Queen Latifah last Tuesday night while she was in town filming Perfect Christmas.
See feature on page 18.

County Proposes Soccer Fields, Sr.
Center for SP Ponderosa Farm
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS - A public ad-
visory panel looking into the best use
for the Ponderosa Farm property in
Scotch Plains recommended to the
county freeholders board last Thurs-
day the construction of soccer fields,
a picnic area, gardens, and a play-
ground area on the 23-acre property.

A water feature was also mentioned
as a possible addition to the property
along with a walking/jogging path
and the refurbishment of the former
Sevell family home into a senior cen-
ter or education center. The panel
rejected the construction of synthetic
turf fields and lights for the fields.

The county bought the property for
$10 million in 2003 through the
county’s open space fund and origi-
nally proposed a Green Meadows
children’s farm for the property. The
county scrapped the idea earlier this
year following strong opposition from
Scotch Plains residents.

Jeff Bottger, a landscape architect
with of T&M Associates, said traffic,
environmental, and wetlands studies
of the property were conducted. He
said an assessment was also conducted
on all buildings on the property.

“Our role was really to facilitate
these sessions,” Mr. Bottger said not-
ing the six-member panel met four
times since May both at the county
administrative building in Elizabeth
as well as at the Ponderosa property.
He said the goal was to balance the
interests of the various Scotch Plains
sports organizations and township

residents residing near the facility
and “to offer something for every-
one” from “toddlers to adults.”

Under questioning from County
Manager George Devanney he said,
“Playing on those fields next year is
unlikely.” Ed Klump, also with T&M,
said the fields would be ready by
spring of 2008. The design is ex-
pected to take six months with  “one
season of construction itself.”

Panel member Phil Melville of
Scotch Plains, who lives near the prop-
erty, said there was “a general con-
sensus” among committee members
under the panel’s recommendations.

“We (neighbors) are strongly op-

posed to a (third) soccer field close to
Marion Lane,” he said. That field
would put added stress on neighbor-
ing property for parking and related
issues, Mr. Melville added.

Tom Paterson, a member of the
committee representing the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Youth Baseball As-
sociation said, although he wanted a
baseball field, he and the panel com-
promised. He said more soccer fields
would free up time on existing mixed-
use fields in the township.

Scotch Plains Recreation Commis-
sion Chairman Ed Zazzali said, “Both
(soccer and baseball) sports really
need additional ballfields” in Scotch
Plains. He said the track record work-
ing with the county on previous
projects, such as the Union County
Vocational-Technical School and

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
MEMORIES, Sept. 25, 2003…State Senator Joseph Suliga spoke at the announce-
ment of the county’s purchase of Sevell Farm for open space. He said the property
would remain a farm, where people could see what life was like “in a simpler time.”
Sen. Suliga is now deceased, but the county is finalizing plans for the property.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Cellphone Companies Look
To Eliminate Local Dead Zones

By KATIE NEWINGHAM
AND SARAH QUELLER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – Service gaps, or dead zones,
have caused some Mountainside,
Fanwood, Scotch Plains and Westfield
residents to question the reliability of
their cell phone service. To eliminate
dead zones, cell phone providers need
to add cell sites, but they must first
receive the consent of a governing
body and then adhere to historical
designations and environmental policy.

The leading providers for local
towns are Verizon and Cingular, with
T-Mobile, Sprint and Nextel repre-
senting less popular options.

Verizon’s website reports test re-
sults indicating that “calls that con-
nect on the Verizon Wireless network
are more likely to stay connected for
the duration of the call.”

Of the 13 states with cited results,
New Jersey is not listed among them.
Verizon’s coverage map shows that
Mountainside, Westfield, Scotch
Plains and Fanwood are located in the
digital area marked by an asterisk,
saying “with all digital devices, you
can only make and receive calls where
digital service is available.” All infor-
mation can be found on the website
under “Best Wireless Network.”

“My Verizon service is awful; there
is no service downtown,” said Anne
Caruso, a Moto Photo employee.

Al Saenz, a Verizon worker at the
East Broad Street location, said, “Ser-
vice problems are primarily in the
center of town, and every time a cell
tower is suggested, it gets shot down.”

Chloe Cherin, a Westfield resident
and Nirvana employee, said: “My
Cingular reception is very good. I
used to have Verizon, but I switched
over because it was terrible.”

Ellen Webner, a Cingular Wireless
spokeswoman, told The Westfield
Leader and The Times, “In 2005,
Cingular Wireless turned on two new
cell sites in the area, including one in
Westfield on Route 28 which im-
proved coverage along Prospect Street
and Rahway Avenue. We also added a
cell site in Scotch Plains on a PSE&G
utility tower, which provided addi-
tional coverage along Route 22, New
Providence Road and Park Avenue.
In 2006, we have plans to add two
new cell sites by year’s end, which
will improve existing coverage in
Westfield along Route 22 and Spring-
field Avenue and in Scotch Plans along
Martine Avenue and Raritan Road.”

The Cingular coverage map shows
the strength of the service in certain
areas. According to the map, East
Broad Street in Westfield, Park Av-
enue in Scotch Plains and South Av-
enue in Fanwood are all in the “best”
coverage area.

According to Westfield Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea, Westfield has
been approached “often” during the
past two years by companies that
want to “finalize their coverage in
Westfield” by filling in coverage holes
or “dead zones.” Mr. Gildea said com-
panies present maps that highlight
the gaps. He said the town recently
held a successful bid, which Verizon
won, for a cell antenna on top of the

main firehouse on North Avenue.
However, he said, “It probably won’t
happen,” because the firehouse is
listed on the state historic registry.
Westfield Zoning Officer Kathleen
Neville said there are cell antennas
on an apartment building on the cor-
ner of Prospect Street and
Cowperthwaite Place, 900 South Av-
enue and one was just approved for
241 North Avenue.

Ms. Neville said, “The Land Use
Ordinance permits cellular telecom-
munications to be installed on the
roof of a building at least 45 feet tall
in the non-residential zones. In resi-
dential zones, they are permitted on
multi-family apartment buildings con-
taining at least five dwelling units.
While the restrictions are rather strin-
gent in the residential zones, the land
use ordinance does provide for the

Attorney General Resigns;
Estrada’s Action Questioned

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

TRENTON – New Jersey Attorney
Zulima Farber resigned Tuesday night
following the release of a special
prosecutor’s report that she violated
state ethics rules by going to the scene
of a motor vehicle stop of her boy-
friend, Hamlet Goore, on May 26.

Governor Jon Corzine, who ap-
pointed Ms. Farber as attorney gen-
eral, accepted her resignation effec-
tive Thursday, August 31.

“Her decision to resign her office is
painful for many. She has decided to
do more than might be required for a
lapse in judgment, and to make a
larger, personal sacrifice for the
greater good,” Governor Corzine said
in a prepared statement. “And let me
be clear: this is her decision.” News
reports on Tuesday indicated the gov-
ernor had requested the resignation.

Governor Corzine said Special
Deputy Attorney General Richard
Williams report would “inevitably
impair” Ms. Farber’s “effectiveness
and risk undermining an office that
we can both care about deeply.”

In his report issued Tuesday, Mr. Wil-
liams said the attorney general violated
the state’s “code of ethics of ethics of the
department of law and public safety.”

“A decision to go to a routine traffic
stop is most unusual. Coming to the
scene of a traffic stop, where you have
a personal interest in the outcome of
police decisions made at the scene,
creates a serious risk of raising public
suspicion about  the legitimacy of those
decisions,” Mr. Williams wrote in his
report. “It also creates a risk of inhib-
iting the local police officers at the

scene. It does not appear that the attor-
ney general ever considered these
risks.”

“I also have concluded that the
evidence does not justify the filing of
criminal charges against the attorney
general,” Mr. Williams said.

He also recommended 14-day sus-
pensions for Lieutenant Anthony Anari
and Officer Albert Napolitano of the
Fairview Police Department and State
Police Officer George Justin, assigned
as security for the attorney general.

According to Mr. Williams report,
Fairview police stopped Mr. Goore on
May 26 at 9:40 a.m. for a motor ve-
hicle violation. Police wrote Mr. Goore
summonses for operating a motor ve-
hicle with a suspended driver’s license
and an expired registration, and offic-
ers were ready to impound his van. Mr.
Goore called Ms. Farber for assis-
tance, according to the report.

The report noted that state police
contacted Fairview police and re-
quested that they release the van and
not impound it because the vehicle
contained state documents that be-
longed to Ms. Farber. Police allowed
the vehicle to be driven by Mr. Goore
to his and Ms. Farber’s North Bergen
home followed by Ms. Farber’s State
Police SUV. Mr. Williams said oper-
ating an unregistered vehicle on a
roadway is prohibited under state law.

“Nevertheless, they not only per-
mitted the unregistered vehicle to be
operated on the roadway, they also
permitted it to be operated by a driver
charged with being suspended,” Mr.
Williams reported.

Traffic summons traffic dismissal

WF Board of Adjustment Okays
Temporary Business Trailers

By NORDETTE N. ADAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Adjustment granted approval
Monday to siblings Josephine Ward-
Gallagher and James Ward for tem-
porary placement of two trailers at
201 and 215 Prospect Street in con-
nection with development of a nearby
property. Board member Ken Soriero
recused himself from voting on the
variance, citing a conflict of interest,
but did not elaborate.

Chairman William Heinbokel said it
was, “the most unique application” he
had ever seen presented to the board.
He called the request unique because
he could not recall ever having to con-
sider a variance for a property to aid in
the construction of another property.

One trailer will be used for con-
struction workers and the other for
sales personnel in conjunction with
completing Mr. Ward’s real estate ven-

ture – called The Savannah – located a
block away at 111 Prospect Avenue.

Mr. Ward said the 35-unit luxury
condominium development already
has a waiting list and that the trailers
would be present for one year.

Two residents spoke regarding the
Prospect Street variances. Sharon
Stockwell of 100 Nelson Place offered
full support; however, Robert Tarte, of
224 Prospect Street, had reservations.

Representing his condominium as-
sociation, Mr. Tarte said that while he
supported Mr. Ward’s project, he and
his neighbors were concerned about
traffic and parking in the trailers’ 17-
space parking lot. Mr. Ward said the
parking problems resulted from mem-
bers of the public parking illegally,
and said he would post the proper
signs notifying drivers if they parked
there in the future they would be towed.

The board approved the Ward-
Gallagher application with one ca-

veat. A Certificate of Occupancy may
not be granted to 111 Prospect Street
until the trailers have been removed
from 201 and 215 Prospect Street.

The board denied an application by
Medical Diagnostic Associates of 525
Central Avenue to paint the names of
its doctors on its windows. Members
said it would set a bad precedent in
the downtown and did not think it
would solve the business’ problem of
patients locating the office.

Mr. and Mrs. Eric Rockmore of 413
Benson Place approached the board
requesting permission to add a powder
room and extend their garage by six
feet, contrary to setback regulations.
The board invited the couple to return
with alternative plans after neighbors
from 407 Benson Place objected. The
neighbors said the garage extension
would obstruct their light and air.

In another matter, board members
said that while Mr. and Mrs. Luis Vilarin
of 430 Everson Place and their architect
had presented excellent plans for their
two-story addition and patio, the board
required more information about the
changes in relation to neighboring homes.

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Jenner also
were asked to come back and were
advised to turn their plans for a deck
into a patio if they wanted a favorable
board decision.

The board approved several carry-
over applications, including a request by
Matthew Deis of 234 Virginia Street to
construct a two-story addition and a bid
by Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Bracco of
236 Maryland Street to reconstruct and
add on to their single-family home. Ad-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Route 22 Little League field “has
been very, very successful.”

Mr. Zazzali said the large soccer
field located on the top portion of the
property would be sufficient for high
school, under age 18, level soccer
games while the smaller field would
be geared for under age 10 soccer
programs.

Committee member William
McGloin of Scotch Plains said the
committee agreed that the property
should have both an active and pas-
sive use. He said soccer fields, per-
haps along with an arboretum with
evergreens and ferns would a “fabu-
lous” use of the property. He said a

75-space parking lot is also proposed.
“(The proposed plan) would be

something used by everyone,” Mr.
McGloin told the freeholders. He said
the pond on the property that was
filled in could be refilled with water
and used for fishing and ice skating.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
told the freeholders, “We have come
a long way.” He said that there is
“some real enthusiasm” for the pro-
posal. He said although elected offi-
cials usually are “never going to please
everyone,” however, in the case of the
panel’s proposals, “I’m getting a sense
we can please just about everyone.”

Mayor Marks said it was important
that the park’s use is developed into
“what’s best for all of our residents.” He
said he favors a mixed-use for the Pon-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DEVELOPMENT CONTINUES…Millennium Homes in Garwood, a major construction project across the street from
Shoprite, shows significantprogress.

                                                                                       David Riggs for The Westfield Leader
TEARDOWN AT THE TEMPLE…In order to extend the Temple Emanu-El
parking lot, a house near the temple was demolished earlier this week.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PROSPECTIVE TRAILER SIGHT…Location on Prospect Street where
Josephine Ward-Gallagher and James Ward are to put two temporary trailers.
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