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“I think we felt if we needed an
opinion, it was better for us to be
where there were people who knew
our story, knew our history, knew
us…” Takac explained. “As opposed
to people who maybe just found out
about us and are concerned only
with the next eight weeks of our
lives.”

Takac also joked about something
else dear to his heart…his mam-
moth collection of Pez candy dis-
pensers, a few of which always ac-
company him on tour.

“I don’t carry a picture of my
wife and me around, but I carry
these Pez dispensers,” Takac said
with a laugh. “At the moment I have
Princess Leia and I think this one
with the white helmet is Luke
Skywalker.”

Takac will also be the voice of
“Peter Pez” and has written the
theme song for a soon to be released
Pez Candy animated feature.

He remarked that while he con-
sistently enjoys being in a band,
sometimes there are moments when
he feels he has to reach for some-
thing to keep the spark going.

“It’s like working in a donut shop.
I love donuts, man. But I wouldn’t
want to be around them all the time,”
Takac said. “So maybe I’ll see some
kid where you know it’s his first
concert and he’s grinning ear to ear
with his mom and dad. And it’s like,
I’ll play all night for that kid.”

Takac admits his priorities have
changed from when he started the
band at 21.

“Now this is my job, and my wife
and my potential children have stake
in this as well,” he explained.

Takac has also undertaken a solo
project, launching his own inde-
pendent record label, Good
Charamel Records, which produces
for up and coming bands. He said
he can’t imagine ever working out-

side the music industry.
“I love doing this stuff. I don’t

know how else to put it,” Takac
said. “Lucky for us, I don’t think
the world is going to shun the Goo
Goo Dolls. I think we’ll be able to
put out records for a while and still
feel like a band that’s out there
doing this for the right reasons. I
think that’s why people still pay
some attention.”

At the PNC Bank Arts Center, it
was clear the thunderous crowd was
paying attention to the Goo Goo
Dolls’ energetic performance and
singing right along. And right up
there on stage, a few steps away
from the rows of guitar racks and
floor-to-ceiling video screens, were
some Pez candy dispensers proudly
on display atop an amplifier.

Woodstock Cover Band
Performs In Echo Lake Park

By CHRISSY HAMWAY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and the Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Yasgur’s
Farm and JoBonanno and the God-
sons of Soul performed a free con-
cert in Echo Lake Park on Wednes-
day, August 2 as part of the Union
County Summer Arts Festival con-
cert series.

Despite the 90 degree heat, about
200 Union County residents set up
lawn chairs and blankets to listen to
rock hits from the Woodstock era.

The concert lasted for nearly three
hours as the bands played songs by
The Beatles, the Doobie Brothers,
Santana and more.

Yasgur’s Farm’s introduced Crosby,
Stills, Nash & Young’s “Suite: Judy
Blue Eyes,” which the band played at
their first gig at the 1969 Woodstock
concert, as a “tribute to all the fallen
soldiers.”

“Take your hats off to all these guys
who have defended our country,” said
Yasgur’s Farm’s lead singer Lenny
Molinari.

Famous Dave’s Barbeque and the
Good Humor ice cream truck offered
refreshments. A misting stand was
also available for overheated
concertgoers.

Representatives from the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and Department of Parks, Recre-
ation and Facilities attended and
handed out information and fans.
Officers from the Division of the
Union County Police were also in
attendance.

This is the 46th year that the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
and the Department of Parks, Recre-
ation and Facilities have held live
music performances.

Rock the Food Pantry
Concert A Big Success

By MELISSA LOEWINGER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader  and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) hosted
the first Rock the Food Pantry con-
cert on Saturday, August 5. The con-
cert, held in the parking lot on the
South Avenue side of the Westfield
train station, featured the Mafia, Big-
ger Thomas, Bombtown and Chris
Murray.

Two cans of food per person earned
entrance to the event. The cans were
collected in a pickup truck in the
parking lot from 6 to 10 p.m., the
hours of the concert, and driven to the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
to help stock their food pantry. Dea-
con Tom Pluta said, “We’re happy to
receive these spontaneous donations
because they help us do our job of
feeding the hungry.”

Sherry Cronin, DWC executive di-
rector said, “The goal of this event is to
bring more events to South Avenue for
the exposure of South Avenue mer-
chants, and to target our teen popula-
tion. We partnered with Drew Skibitsky,
who runs a lot of benefit concerts.”

The Westfield High School graduate
said he started planning the event in
March. He often runs musical charity
events, saying, “I rent halls, book bands,
make sure sound is there and get people
interested in going to the shows. That’s
my responsibility, getting people to the
show. The venues I do in the church I do
for charity, like this one.”

The lead singer of Bombtown,
Tommy Infamous, said, “This evening
was a very positive experience. The
kids were really receptive. When I
feel that there’s a cause that needs
money, we try to help out.”

DWC Chairman Saul Drittel said,
“It’s a great event. Our regular jazz
events were the most successful, but
this kind of event brings out the young
people in town.”

Bob Larsen of the Sound Station

manned a merchandise table at the
concert, saying, “This is the first time
we’ve done this because the town
usually asks for money to set up a
stand. The DWC were nice enough to
let us set up for free.”

The Mafia, a band that originated in
WHS approximately two and a half
years ago, opened the show. Ashton
Golembo, guitarist for the Mafia, said of
the concert, “It was cool. I always like to
play outdoor gigs. We don’t do it enough.”

Chris Murray, who mostly plays on
the west coast, was the featured attrac-
tion of the evening. Drew said, “I had
wanted to bring Chris Murray out for
awhile. The timing was right for him so
he booked a flight and came here.”

Mr. Murray’s main influence is Ja-
maican music. He said, “Ska was
initially the main music that devel-
oped in Jamaica in the late 50s, early
60s, and that evolved into a style
called rock steady, and that became
reggae. In the set I played ska tunes,
rock steady tunes, reggae tunes, and a
couple of tunes that were outside that
scope as well.”

The whole evening had a ska taste
to it, with Roger Apollon, the lead
singer of the band Bigger Thomas,
saying, “Westfield is a very cool little
town/city. There’s a huge ska under-
ground music scene here. We’re a ska
band, and Drew (Skibitsky) has tapped
in on it.”

Drew estimated that about 150
people attended the event, one of
which was his father Andrew
Skibitsky, the mayor of Westfield.
Drew explained, “My father tries to
stay as uninvolved as he can. He comes
and supports me, but that’s about it.”

Olivia Polman, a senior at WHS,
said she feels that events like the
Rock the Food Pantry concert does
not receive enough publicity. “They
should send out more flyers. If I had
gotten a flyer in the mail I would have
planned this for weeks.”
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Goo Goo Dolls Interview

Melissa Loewinger for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOODFELLAS...From left to right, Greg Salmon, Chris Velderman, Ryan
Reber and James Kelly of the Mafia open the Rock the Food Pantry event.
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Invite Vivian in,
and she’ll bring results!

Call For
More Information!

Not A Drive By

Vivian Cortese-Strano

Westfield . . . Completely updated Split Level home located
on a private cul-de-sac.  This home features 9 rooms, 4
bedrooms, 2 full baths, large eat-in kitchen with separate
dining area, hardwood floors and 2-car attached garage with
loft storage.  Living room boasts a 12’ stone wall with a wood
burning fireplace.  Enjoyable sauna and recreation room in
the basement.  $659,000.  (052001260)

CLASSIFIEDS

P.T. HELPER/COMPANION

For elderly woman living indepen-
dently in Senior. Cit. Apt. 10-15
hrs/wk., variable hours, early eve.
Approx 6-8:30 pm. Must speak
English. Call (908) 501-4576.

FRONT DESK HELP

RWJ Rahway Fitness & Wellness
Center in Scotch Plains is seeking
friendly, motivated people.
Responsibilities include
answering phones, assist w/
memberships & customer service.
Must be able to work weekends.
Contact: Jo (908) 232-6100 or
Jog@fitnessandwellness.org

HELP WANTED

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
The Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) seeks an
Executive Assistant to manage
the Westfield Special
Improvement District and
Westfield Main Street office. The
Executive Assistant will work
directly with the Executive
Director, board members, website
manager, district stakeholders,
town government, and volunteers
to coordinate downtown
revitalization activities, including
design, promotion, business
recruitment/retention and historic
preservation. The Executive
Assistant will also be responsible
for special events and downtown
promotional activities including the
Downtown Westfield Sweet
Sounds Downtown Jazz Festivals
and Downtown Westfield 5K &
Pizza Extravaganza.
Qualifications: Must be energetic,
flexible and organized with strong
interpersonal and communication
skills. Must be also able to work
independently. Background in
event management, marketing,
office administration and
organization is preferred. Ability
to use MS Word, Excel, Publisher,
Quickbooks is required and Quark
is preferred. Compensation
commensurate with experience.
Health and dental benefits
included. EOE. Reply in writing,
no later than August 15, with salary
history to:
Downtown Westfield Corporation

Search Committee
Attn: Sherry Cronin, Exec. Dir.

105 Elm Street, Lower Level
Westfield, NJ 07090

MATTRESS SET

$125 Queen pillow top
New still in plastic w/warranty.

Can deliver (732) 259-6690

MATTRESSES

Visco elastic memory foam
Queen mattress, retail $1300 to
$2000, sacrifice, 8 in, $495, 10
in. $675 & 12 in. $775. Brand
new w/warranty (732) 259-6690

HELP WANTED

Prudential NJ Properties’
Westfield Office is hiring full-time
agents, both new and exp-
erienced. Corporate training
program/in-house training. Call
Margie for confidential interview
at (908) 232-5664, ext. 103.

LEGAL SECRETARY

Buttermore and Foltz
Full time, some experience

required, health benefits available.
Email resume to

dbf@buttermoreandfoltz.com

BABYSITTER NEEDED

Starting in Aug / early Sept, need
a babysitter for my 15 mo. and
3 1/2 year old girls. Mon-Thurs
7:30-3:45. Must have car and
strong refs. Contact Janice at

(908) 654-9322

NANNY CARE NEEDED

Nanny care needed for our
2 children, ages 13 & 10 in our
Westfield home. Mon-Fri. Must
drive. Please call Amy

(908) 512-3718

PART-TIME TEACHERS

Westfield Christian school, part-
time teachers for Span./music,
pre-K to grade 6, must have expe-
rience with children, certification
not required. Call (908) 232-1592

GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPS

AKC Champion bloodlines. The
pups have had vet visit and shots.
Well socialized and intelligent
males & females. Great for kids.

(908) 753-6160

FANWOOD BY OWNER

OPEN SUNDAY 8/13 1-4P
36 STAGAARD PLACE Close 2
town, train, shopping, 8 Rms 3BR
1.5 BA, 2.5 oversized gar on
HUGE 130x300 LOT FP, CAC,
Fin Base, Brkfast rm w/8ft sliders
to deck/pool Move in NOW!!
(908) 400-2021, $569k owner lic re
agent,DISC FOR QUICK CLOSE

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Springfield - 2nd floor in a 2 family
house, 1 bedrm, bath, living rm &
kitchen. Quiet neighborhood. No
pets, Non-smoking. $975/month
includes all utilities. Ideal for one
person. Call (973) 901-1313

MOVING SALE

WESTFIELD
Saturday, August 12
9:00 am to 5:00 pm
512 Alden Avenue

Many nice items - collectibles,
jewelry, small furniture

BED

King size pillow top set
 New in plastic w/mfg. warranty.

 Sell $250
Can deliver

(732) 259-6690

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
be able to meet deadlines,
know how to write a lead, and
take an active interest in their
beats in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

MOVING SALE

Oriental Rug $200, Ethan Allen
children’s BR set: bunk bed,
dresser, bookcase, desk $200
o.b.o. for pieces; 2 love seats $50
each; yard set $50; golf club set,
coffee table, end tables, lamps,
brass fireplace sets $25; grill $5.

(908) 654-6114

CREATIVE COMPUTER TEACHER

ARE YOU ENERGETIC &
EXCELLENT WITH KIDS?!
Teacher needed to execute a Fun,
Creative Computer Curriculum!
Travel 3-5 pm to schools in Union
& Morris for Enrichment program.
Work with kids grades K-4. 4-12
hrs/wk. $17-$20/hr. We train in
tech and teaching philosphy!
Classes start in Sept. Train Now!
College students welcome!

(908) 518-1998
Julie@geckokids.com

GARAGE SALE

WATCHUNG
316 Mountain Blvd

Fri, 8/11 & Sat, 8/11, 9AM - 3PM
Collectibles, 4 antique oak chairs,
6 Hepplewhite dining chairs & more

HOME FOR SALE

Great family home at the Jersey
Shore in Wall Twp. 3800 sq. ft. 6
bedrooms, 3 1/2 bath over 1 acre.
Large pool, extra large deck.
Minutes from GSP & Beach.
Asking $890,000.  (732) 236-9704

OFFICE FOR SHARE

WESTFIELD
Established law firm in prime
professional zone. Share waiting
room, conference room and
library. Secretary station available.
Near Town Hall. (908) 232-0292

HOUSE CLEANING

If you don’t have time to clean,
I will do it for you.

Homes, apts, offices
Reliable/good references

Roberta Rocha
(973) 380-2093 / (201) 998-8738

Turn-key installation of LCD &
Plasma TVs. Includes televi-
sion, speakers, cables, wiring -
we take care of everything. We
also install multi-zone audio
systems fea-turing 100 CD
changers, satellite radio, IPOD
connectivity - all operated via
touch screen key pads.

NO ONE WILL BEAT OUR
PRICE! CALL RICH AT

(908) 377-4711

CUSTOM AUDIO & VIDEO
LCD & PLASMA TVs

‘Rhythm and Motion’
To Begin Next Month
SCOTCH PLAINS – After months

of planning and organization, the
Rhythm and Motion Dance School
at the Jewish Community Center
(JCC) of Central New Jersey is due
to open on Monday, September 11.

Classes will be offered in a variety
of disciplines, among them ballet,
hip-hop and jazz, and will be grouped
by both age and experience. Although
some classes have been completely
filled, a few openings remain.

The JCC is located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. For more
information or to register for a class,
please contact Dance School Direc-
tor Debi Price at dprice@jccnj.org
or (908) 889-8800, extension no.
225. Additionally, Rhythm and Mo-
tion Dance School brochures can be
downloaded from www.jccnj.org.

Summit Stompers Take
Dixieland to Westfield
WESTFIELD – The sounds of

Dixieland, Jazz, Blues and Old Time
Favorites will enliven at least one lazy,
hazy evening of summer when the
Summit Stompers roll into town to
provide a tuneful and exciting Friday
Evening Concerts program at 7:30 p.m.
on Friday, August 18, at Westfield’s
First United Methodist Church.

The Summit Stompers Jazz Band
was founded in Summit, NJ, in 1992
to play traditional Dixieland jazz. The
band consists of seven musicians on a
variety of instruments, from tuba to
banjo to drums.

Donations at the door for this con-
cert will be $10 and $5 for students.
No tickets or reservations will be nec-
essary. Refreshments will be available
at intermission. For more information,
call the church office at (908) 233-
4211 daily from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

BEDROOM

$1075 cherry wood sleigh bed
set, dresser, mirror & nite stand.
Value $2800. (732) 259-6690

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


