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Who Ensures That Cty. Taxpayers’
Money Is Not Being Wasted?

The all-Democratic Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders continues
to pay lip service to taxpayers’ displea-
sure over the county’s unrestrained spend-
ing and annual property tax increases.

While there is plenty of blame to spread
around for the government mandated cost
increases reflected in the budget, it is
particularly alarming and frustrating that
our county government leaders have not
made a serious effort to cut back on dis-
cretionary spending, perks and awarding
of no-bid contracts.

In rare and genuine emergency situa-
tions it is appropriate to award a no-bid
contract if competitive bidding is not fea-
sible, however, one only needs to read the
county’s newspaper advertisements of no-
bid contract awards to realize that many
such awards are not always “extraordi-
nary or unspecifiable services.”

For example, in the July 27 edition of
The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, the county placed
32 advertisements of no-bid contact
awards for services including “to provide
on call and professional testing services
for various county projects,” “legal ser-

vices,” “design services” and “technical
assistance” to name a few.

The combined total estimated cost for
22 of these contracts was $1,162,022 —
not a huge number relative to the county’s
$400 million budget, but certainly an area
of opportunity to achieve cost savings if
these contracts were to be competitively
bid and awarded to the lowest qualified
bidder.

As a concerned taxpayer and Union
County resident, I would hope that the
time saved by Union County employees
waiving competitive bids was at least
offset by appropriate due diligence, inter-
nal auditing and monitoring of expendi-
tures against these contracts as well as
monitoring the vendors’ performance to
verify their compliance to contract terms.
When so many no-bid contracts are
awarded throughout the year one begins
to wonder – who is following through to
ensure that taxpayers’ money is not being
wasted or left on the table absent competi-
tive bidding?

John Marquardt
Fanwood

Garwood Residents Need to Ask
Dems Questions on Key Issues

My oh my, what a refreshing change.
The local papers had a recent press re-
lease announcing that the “Garwood
Democrats Launch Campaign.” In the
body they state, “that their mission is to
present only factual and verifiable infor-
mation;” and the “committee’s priority is
to provide the citizens with informative,
accurate information about the candi-
dates.”

To me, this is finally a chance to have
them explain what appears to be “grave
doings” going on behind the scenes with
them, their politics and the borough.
Garwood residents who are reading this
should please cut this article and keep it
near their front door so when they call
they can answer some important ques-
tions. These should not be accusatory, but
just a general fact-finding mission: 1,
Please explain why most of the appointed
positions in the borough that are paid with
taxpayer money go to Democratic politi-
cal party people, their relatives and politi-
cal donors. 2, Please explain if it is a
coincidence that one year after a planning
board person started donating to the
Democrats, he became the planning board
chair. 3, Please explain how the develop-
ers of the MEWS project were selected
and is it just a coincidence that they do-
nated $60,000 to the Democratic Party in
the last few years? 4, Please explain why
other projects in the borough were di-
rected to be less dense and had height
restrictions, but the MEWS was approved
as is and even had the height further
increased.

5, Please explain why you have agreed
for the senior/youth community center
issue to drag on for six years, and that it
has gone through two design changes, an
upcoming third one, has allocated or spent
$100,000 for professional services to date,
had to give back a $50,000 grant due to
the delay and now have agreed to a build-
ing that will only be allowed for seniors
when the families stated loud and clear
they need a building for their youth to go?
6, Why is Charles Kushner’s former busi-
ness partner, Martin Statfeld, donating to
the Garwood Democrats? 7, Did one of
the present candidates go directly to the
county political boss and try to hire one of
their friends, circumventing the county’s
hiring process?

8, The county taxes increased approxi-
mately 45 percent on Garwood, or
$700,000 more per year. We get minimal
in return for this and are forced to de-
crease the size of the community center

because we have no money. Yet one
candidate works for the county and one
candidate does $50,000 in business with
the county. How can they represent
Garwood in an attempt to mitigate county
taxes, and get county grants and funding
with this conflict of interest hanging over
their head?

9, Local towns are formulating ordi-
nances to decrease the size of the
McMansions being built because it is
destroying the character of the neighbor-
hoods. Yet my opponent wrote a letter in
favor of building even bigger houses than
ever (now 2,700 square feet) on our bor-
ough properties. This is similar to the size
of three Cape Cods on a 50 by 100-
square-foot lot. What was wrong with the
standard ordinances that preserved our
neighborhood’s character?

There will probably be some political
operatives who will write letters in re-
sponse to this, trying to spin and justify, but
if you watch, all they will do is sum it all up
as “perfectly legal, coincidental, shoot the
messenger” type responses. The bottom
line should be: “factual and verifiable in-
formation” like the campaign promises.

In the end all of these unethical abuses
will be revealed as just that. I look for-
ward to them stopping at my house when
I am home. I have watched enough of
what is going on here in Garwood. That is
why I am running for mayor on the inde-
pendent ticket and want to finally put
Garwood first. And that is my factual
information.

       Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Global Warming, It’s
Time to Take Action

From newspaper headlines to the silver
screen, news about global warming is all
around us. We can no longer deny or
ignore this issue. If we want to keep our
beaches, prevent flooding and protect our
air quality, we must take action right now.

Scientists, such as Michael
Oppenheimer of Princeton University are
predicting that by the turn of the century
New Jersey’s sea levels will rise two to
four feet. This will submerge our price-
less beaches and lead to chronic flooding
in nine percent of the state. A drastic
change such as this would devastate our
environment and our economy.

That is why it is so important that Gover-
nor Corzine commits to cutting our global
warming pollution 70 percent by the year
2050. While ambitious, this kind of reduc-
tion is possible and, in fact, necessary. By
investing in alternative energy sources, low-
ering our energy consumption and making
polluters pay for every pound of pollution
they put into our environment, we can reach
this goal. If we don’t start taking action now,
it may soon be too late.

Jeff Bayne
Westfield

Menendez Does not
Know Social Security
The “Kean, Menendez Battle over So-

cial Security” article tells me that Mr.
Menendez has no answer to the coming
Social Security funding problem.

During my more than 30 years in fi-
nance I attended many conferences and
financial seminars where Social Security
was discussed. The so-called Social Se-
curity Trust Fund is the most misunder-
stood item in America. Excess Social
Security money is not actually “invested,”
it is “spent” by the federal government
through a special class of bonds.

This is the equivalent of parents saving
for a child’s college by taking $200 a week
and placing it in a cigar box, then replacing
the $200 each week with an IOU and spend-
ing it. When the child is ready for college
you have nothing but a box full of IOU’s.

Mr. Menendez is using the old Social
Security scare tactics to frighten people.
Some of his fellow Democrats recog-
nized the coming problem. President
Franklin D. Roosevelt, who is credited
with starting Social Security, said in the
late 1930s that the pay as you go system
would one day have to be replaced with
an individual annuity system. President
Clinton in his last inaugural address said
that we should start investing some of the
Social Security funds in the stock market.

Mr. Menendez does not understand
President Bush’s proposal on Social Se-
curity. The President’s proposal would
allow each person to have the “option” of
having a percentage of their Social Secu-
rity invested in personal accounts. They
would have a choice of investments that
would include a verity of mutual funds.

These funds would be owned by the
individual and could be passed onto their
heirs in case of an early death. No one
would receive less Social Security in to-
tal, but it would give individuals some
control over their future. This option is
similar to an IRA or 401K currently owned
by most workers.

Mr. Kean is correct when he said that
Mr. Menendez should actually start work-
ing on behalf of our fellow citizens.

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

Reader Questions Inactive
Construction at RR Crossing

Pool Passes For Kids Without Homes
Would Be Nice Town Gesture

Since the day our families moved here,
we’ve sounded like broken records:
Westfield is different. We have a thriving
United Fund. We have churches and syna-
gogues that put social action at the top of
their agenda. We’re not afraid to see the
need in our midst. Now, we’re not so sure.
Here’s why:

For the past two weeks, Congregation
Beth Israel of Scotch Plains hosted tem-
porarily homeless women and children
through the Interfaith Council for the
Homeless of Union County (now
“Homefirst”) Hospitality Network. This
was the first time our congregation
“hosted” through the Network, and a lot
of preparation went into making our
guests’ stay comfortable. The following
area businesses generously helped defray
costs: Flair Cleaners of Westfield; Jerusa-
lem Café at the JCC of Central New
Jersey; Deli King of Clark; and Needle-
point Homes.

Starting last April, we called the
Westfield Recreation Commission sev-
eral times. Would they provide a few pool
passes so some of the kids without perma-
nent homes could cool off for an after-
noon? (The co-chairs of Beth Israel’s
hosting project are Westfield residents
and members of the town pool). Other

towns’ recreation departments have al-
lowed their pools to be used for this
purpose.

Mr. Bruce Kaufman never returned
our calls to his office. Finally, a few days
before the guests arrived, we asked to
speak to someone in the administration
office. The brief response: “We don’t do
that.”

Perhaps there was a good reason that
the Recreation Commission, a public en-
tity, could not waive the guest fee for a
few people. But we never got an explana-
tion, nor did anyone inquire about the
details of the request to see if it was
feasible. So we purchased guest passes
and watched the parents and children
enjoy a carefree afternoon by the pool.

But now that our project is complete, it
is fair to ask: What in the world were they
thinking? You would have thought we
were asking the town for a zoning vari-
ance. (In fact, it appears to be easier these
days to get permission to demolish a
perfectly good old house).

This is Westfield. We can do better
next year —. Especially when all that is at
stake is an afternoon of fun for some kids
who seldom experience it.

Laurie Woog and Amy Green
Westfield

For several weeks the railroad crossing
on Rahway Avenue has been blocked
with a detour sign, which requires possi-
bly a few thousand cars to take other
roads, causing traffic jams, much time
and gas wasted. If, God forbid, a person
has to get to the hospital with a child
needing immediate care, it would be a
catastrophe. The only thing irregular
seems to be a pile of stone off to one side,
leaving enough room for two wide lanes
of traffic.

I just walked the area and there does
not seem to have been any changes for
just about the entire week. While there,
several cars and trucks drove around the
barrier with no adverse effects. If this
were the Turnpike or the Garden State
Parkway, the only restriction would be a
40 MPH slowdown.

Trying to learn who made the decision
to block the road, I spoke to a PSE&G
supervisor type person on the scene and
was led to believe it was a police decision.

When asked of the Clark police I was
told, “They’re doing gas work.” Westfield
police said it was the “Union County
Road Department”

I suspect that it indeed was the Union
County Road Department’s decision.
Several years ago Lamberts Mill Road
was closed down for what I believe was
an entire summer, three or four months.
Certainly [it was] enough time for several
miles of the Suez Canal to be built. [It is]
a terrible problem for a great many people.
During that time on numerous occasions
I would bicycle down that road, a vast,
empty, absolutely unblocked road, with
hardly any construction activity.

Sometimes it seemed no construction
people were there for days at a time. I
wonder if that was also a decision by the
same county bureaucrat? The same county
gets the majority of my real estate taxes.

Jerry Rosenberg
Westfield

Boy Scout thanks
Community for Help
I want to thank reporter Rachel Leopold

and The Westfield Leader for a great
article last week about my Eagle Scout
Project. As the article explained, my swim-
ming program for homeless children in
Elizabeth has received tremendous sup-
port from the Westfield community.

I especially want to thank the Resi-
dence Inn by Marriott in Elizabeth, which
donated the use of its pool. Marriott wants
every community in which it operates to
be a better place because it is there. I
would like everyone to know that without
Marriott, my swimming program might
not have been possible.

Eric Hagstrom
Westfield

If Candidates And Officials
Write to You, We’ll Print It

Electioneering will start in earnest soon. La-
bor Day is the unofficial start of campaign
publicity – ‘silly season.’ Up until now, most
candidates have been spending their time
fundraising to afford those upcoming, snappy
TV spots and spiffy mailings. The money has
been rolling in, so expect a blitz.

Our area has interesting and meaningful races
with State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (GOP - 21st
Legislative District) of Westfield seeking the
office of U.S. Senator from New Jersey, oppos-
ing Bob Menendez (DEM) of Hudson County.
Asw. Linda Stender of Fanwood (DEM – 22nd
Legislative District) hopes to dislodge incum-
bent Congressman Mike Ferguson of New Provi-
dence in the race for the 7th Congressional
District. These races are drawing national atten-
tion as the pollsters are trying to gauge the mood
of the nation.

Three of the nine Union County Freeholder
seats are up for grabs – as is the case each year.
The county Democrats have had a lock on these
seats for the last ten years, but the GOP is
hopeful of breaking back into this phase of
government based on a public backlash in the
state over property taxes, seemingly out of con-
trol. Tom Kean, Jr. running for U.S. Senator,
popular in the area, may also help the county
GOP cause. Scotch Plains and Fanwood each
have seats being contested on the town councils.
Depending on voter turnout, these seats could
go either way – GOP or DEM.

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times provides space each week for
candidates seeking elected office to express
their views to our readers. Also, this is a standing

offer extended to all elected officials of the
region currently serving.

Some choose to write and others don’t. We
commend those who take the time to write to you.
If you’re not hearing from your officials or candi-
dates, write them and let them know about it.

If we print more letters or releases from one
candidate versus another, or from one party
versus the other, it’s because of the candidates.
Some candidates choose not to write to you.
Others take every opportunity to do so.

We’d also like to hear from our readers about
the issues you feel are important for the candi-
dates and elected officials to address. It is help-
ful to the candidates to know your top items of
concern.

Please e-mail all items to
editor@goleader.com.

Our intent is to get to the heart of the issues
important to you locally, while avoiding ge-
neric releases, personal attacks on opponents,
spin and “fluff.” Our editors apply their judg-
ment and may reject submissions deemed in-
appropriate.

For candidates and officials, a submittal of
about 300 to 500 words is recommended. Sub-
missions received by Friday evening of the
week prior to publication will be guaranteed
consideration for publishing.

The general election is always the first Tues-
day following the first Monday of November.
This year the general election will be held on
Tuesday, November 7, 2006.

There are many, many important issues this
year. We urge everyone to pay attention, and
then vote.

Area Students Face Transition This
Month; Not a Bad Life

Arriving back home in May, college students
from the area search for summer jobs and pre-
pare holiday trips to many places in the world.
Not a bad life for most.

Some of their biggest challenges may be to
keep busy amidst the summer swelter and adjust
to oft-forgotten parental guidance absent in dorm
life. Once jobs are established, trips to Bermuda
or elsewhere are common. Summer at home
also involves rekindling idle friendships from
high school, furthering new friendships from
college and contemplating next year’s goals.

College life eventually blends into home life,
filled with responsibilities and a lack of time,
patience and sleep. As soon as the routine of
home life is firmly set, it’s early August and
OfficeMax and Staples have cluttered the air
waves with displays of overstuffed backpacks
(causing scoliosis), notepads, organizers and
overpriced glow pens to remind you that your
time is running out.

At The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times offices, the student interns have
contributed a wide array of articles and office
assistance to help the publication. They still

have about two weeks to complete their intern
projects. In less than a month, some will be
heading to college for the first time away from
home, others return as upperclassmen to renew
friendships with their classmates – still others
will be staying right here, returning to high
school.

While they have adapted to summer life, the
thought of going back to school remains a chal-
lenge. The ever-abundant to-do list lingers.

But matters change fast. Freedom and friend-
ships are abundant in college. It’s easy to get
used to — although some might miss the warm
bed and good meals at home.

Students returning to high school undergo
change too. Being a senior puts one at the head
of the social pack. Then, there’s visiting college
campuses, taking tests, filling out admission
papers – most seniors are soon to become col-
lege students also.

But it’s not time to rush things. Summer is not
over yet and regardless of what the season or
grade, there are always challenges and change.
Planning and looking ahead is wise. Yet, at all
times, we advise students to take time to have fun.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Macrognathic – Having very long jaws
2. Hippiatry – The practice of treating the
diseases of horses
3. Dauw – A South African zebra
4. Teest – A small anvil

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual.
If you get three – word expert. If you get all
four – You must have a lot of free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

CZARDAS
1. Formerly, the son of a Czar of Russia
2. A Hungarian dance consisting of a fast
movement and a slow movement
3. The wife of a Russian prince in Czarist
Russia
4. Ukranian land controlled by the central
government of Russia

ZAIN
1. A dark-colored unspotted horse
2. The European pike perch
3. In the Sudan, a camping place usually
enclosed by a palasade or thorn hedge
4. A tough, wiry grass found in the South-
west and Mexico

CULPABLE
1. Reliable
2. Guilty, blameworthy
3. Most vulnerable
4. Unmanageable

JAKO
1. Just right (slang)
2. A hunter, especially with a bow and
arrow
3. The gray African parrot
4. A glove

Great Music For A
Great Cause

Last night I attended the free show that
was held in the parking lot of the South
Avenue train station in town. It was a
great opportunity for teens, children and
adults alike to have a good time listening
to music and give back to the community
through canned food donations. I was not
at all surprised by the enthusiasm that
many of my peers had in donating cans;
many of my friends brought well over the
required amount of two cans.

It served as a reminder that teens, too,
are eager to give back to the community
when given the opportunity. I am grateful
that the town was willing to fund some-
thing like this. I attend many local shows,
as many as three a week, but this one was
especially memorable.

I urge the town to continue funding free
shows at the train station like this, and make
them an annual event. When you fuse great
music for a great cause, no one loses.

Ali Donohue
Westfield


