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Pallone Lays Out National
Democratic Agenda for Fall

By NORDETTE ADAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLAINFIELD — Rep. Frank
Pallone, Jr. (D-Monmouth) unveiled
the National Democratic Party’s plat-
form at a Town Forum last Thursday at
Plainfield City Hall. Forum participants’
concerns ranged from rising gas prices,
healthcare, global warming and gang
violence to calling for the impeach-
ment of President George W. Bush.

Mr. Pallone addressed each
speaker’s issue, but reiterated the
evening’s focus to discuss the Demo-
crats “A New Direction for America”
platform. “I don’t want to spend time
on impeaching the president. I think
it takes away from what people need
to do to elect a Democratic Con-
gress,” Mr. Pallone said.

“One of the big problems of one
party controlling everything, the judi-
ciary, the executive and legislative
branches, is that it’s difficult to have
any kind of oversight or even for the
opposition to be heard. Our focus should
be on checks and balances,” he said.

The congressman reminded sup-
porters that if Democrats win back
Congress, he would move from being
the ranking Democrat on certain com-
mittees to committee chairman with
more influence.

One of the platform’s planks is
lowering gas prices, and repeatedly
Mr. Pallone stressed energy indepen-
dence from foreign oil. He said Demo-
crats often criticized the President
and so should offer solutions.

Reading directly from the platform
handout, he said one goal is to “free
America from dependence on for-
eign oil and create a cleaner environ-
ment with initiatives for energy-effi-
cient technologies and domestic al-
ternatives such as biofuels.”

Mr. Pallone, who voted against the
Iraq war, also said Democrats want “real
security at home and overseas.” A big
part of the Democrats’ plan is to begin a
phased redeployment of troops from
Iraq in 2006 and divert money being
spent on the war to domestic programs.

“I want to see the money that’s being
used for the war used to build the nation’s
infrastructure, not to build highways
necessarily but also mass transit,” Mr.
Pallone said. He spoke of American
companies being rewarded for sending
jobs overseas and added, “Why not
give a tax credit to companies that
create jobs here? We need to change the
budget priority so that it creates jobs
here instead of jobs abroad.”

Democratic literature puts “A New
Direction for America” in the context
that “The Bush Administration and the
Congressional majority have taken the
country in the wrong direction, making
us less secure and putting the privileged
few ahead of the common good.” The
new platform is subtitled “Six for ‘O6”
and has the following points.

National Security: Phased rede-
ployment of U.S. troops from Iraq in
2006, a doubling of Special Forces to

target and destroy terrorist networks,
rebuilding a “state-of-the art” mili-
tary, and implementing the 9/11
Commission’s recommendations to
secure America’s borders and ports
and screen 100 percent of containers.
The security portion also requires a
shoring up of the National Guard,
police, firefighters, and other first
responders as well as honoring com-
mitments to veterans.

Employment: Prohibit a Congres-
sional pay raise until the nation’s
minimum wage is raised. End tax
incentives for companies that move
American jobs overseas.

Education: Make college access
more affordable by making tuition
deductible from taxes permanently.
Cut student loan interest rates. Ex-
pand Pell Grants.

Energy and Gas Prices: Actively
work toward ending American de-
pendence on foreign oil. Promote ini-
tiatives for energy-efficient technolo-
gies, end tax credits to big oil, and
stop price gouging.

Health Care: Negotiate lower drug
prices for Medicare prescription drug
programs. Stop tax credits to drug
companies and HMOs. Promote stem
cell research.

Retirement Security: Stop any plan
to privatize Social Security in whole
or part. Enact pension reform to pro-
tect employees’ retirement from chief
executive officer corruption and mis-
management, including abuse of
bankruptcy laws. Expand personal
savings initiatives.

Union County Republican Chair-
man Phil Morin said from his office
Friday, “It sounds like a lot of prom-
ises that will cost real people money.
The reality is our country is never
going to be the same after the 9/11
terror attacks and we have to defend
ourselves. It’s an expensive process.

“An Iraq phased pullout, that’s some-
thing to be decided by generals who
have experience in the military not by
politicians in caucus rooms,” he said.

Regarding rising gas prices, Mr.
Morin said, “The Bush Administra-
tion is the first administration to man-
date a study on alternative fuels and
the first to mandate higher mileage
for new automobiles.”

He asked why Mr. Pallone was not
doing more to lead Democrats at the
state level to look at what he called
“$300 million in pork barrel spend-
ing in the recent state budget” to
reduce state property taxes or to help
local governments hire more police
officers to curb gang violence in ur-
ban and suburban areas.

At the forum, Mr. Pallone said the
Bush Administration had cut federal
funding to help local governments fight
crime. “This is a systemic problem with
(Federal) government politics,” Mr.
Morin said. “Republicans point at Demo-
crats and Democrats wail on Republi-
cans, but solutions to problems must
happen on all levels of government.”

Ferguson Helps Secure
$300,000 for CSH Facility

By DAVID RIGGS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Rep. Mike
Ferguson (R-7, New Providence) held
a press conference at Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital in Mountainside last
Thursday to announce $300,000 of
federal funding, his  office secured to
go towards renovating the hospital’s
long-term care unit.

At the conference, Mr. Ferguson
spoke with Amy Mansue, president
and chief executive officer of
Children’s Specialized Hospital, Ann
and Jim Aragona, parents of a child
at the hospital, and Fran Boccella, a
volunteer for the hospital. They
thanked the congressman for his work
to help the hospital and talked about
why Children’s Specialized is so
important to them.

CSH officials said the funding would
also help jump-start the hospital’s $15-
million renovation project.

“We need to renovate the facility,”
Ms. Mansue said. “The congressman
heard our plea and fought hard for us.
(Congressman) Ferguson has been
the person we go to and is our voice
in Washington.”

Mr. and Mrs. Aragona gave a testa-
ment to Mr. Ferguson about how much
Children’s Specialized has done for
their daughter, Catherine, and how
“wonderful” the staff has been to her
while Ms. Boccella spoke about her
desire to work with the children there.

“This hospital does so much more
than we would be able to do in our
own home,” Ms. Aragona said. “She
wouldn’t be where she is now with-
out the hospital.”

After hearing from those involved
with Children’s Specialized, Mr.
Ferguson expressed his commitment
to helping and improving the hospi-
tal. Last year he secured $190,000 in

federal funding to extend outpatient
services for the hospital.

“This is a great victory for
Children’s Specialized,” he said.
“When you get to help in some way,
it’s fulfilling.

Mr. Ferguson also spoke about the
hospital from the perspective of a
parent. While he does not have any
children who require the services of
Children’s Specialized, he said that
as a father, he understands how im-
portant it is to know that one’s chil-
dren are getting proper medical treat-
ment.

“When I come here I look at this
place through the eyes of a parent,”
he said. “It [Children’s Specialized]
turns challenges into triumphs. There
is no place like this in New Jersey.”

At the conclusion of the discus-
sion between Mr. Ferguson and sev-
eral members of the Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital community, he pre-
sented them with a check for
$300,000. Even though Mr. Ferguson
often represents Children’s Special-
ized on the House floor, Ms. Mansue
stressed to the general public the
importance of the services the hospi-
tal offers.

“This is the largest pediatric rehab
center in the country,” she said.
“People don’t often think about nurs-
ing homes for kids, and it is impor-
tant to preserve them.”

Governor Jon Corzine
Signs Cable Law

TRENTON — Gov. Jon Corzine
signed legislation Friday that autho-
rizes competitive system-wide cable
franchises and an executive order that
directs the Public Advocate to monitor
and enforce the new law, and the Board
of Public Utilities to issue regulations.
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Bryan Krichilsky for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE STEP CLOSER…Rep. Mike Ferguson (R-7, New Providence) presents a
$300,000 check to Amy Mansue (far right), Children’s Specialized Hospital
President and CEO, to go towards CSH’s $15-million renovation.

Governor Signs Bills By
Kean, Scutari, Bramnick

TRENTON — Governor Jon
Corzine signed several legislatios  last
week sponsored by Senators Tom
Kean, Jr. and Nicholas Scutari and
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick.

Mr. Scutari’s bill increases the statu-
tory debt ceiling of the New Jersey
Environmental Infrastructure Trust
Financing Program from $2.2 to $2.4
billion.  The program was enacted in
2004.

Mr. Kean’s bill requires that the
Commissioner of Health and Senior
Services to develop an educational
fact sheet concerning meningococcal
meningitis. The bill requires the com-
missioner to distribute the fact sheet
to parents and guardians of students
in grades 6 through 12 at the start of
the 2006 school year and to parents
and guardians of students in the sixth
grade only in 2007.

“Recent reports from the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) indicate a mortality rate of 12
percent for persons with the disease
who are 10 to 17 years old, and 14
percent for persons 14 to 24,” accord-
ing to the legislation.

Mr. Bramnick’s bill makes an or-
ganized shoplifting theft of over
$1,000 a second-degree crime pun-
ishable by up to 10 years in jail and/
or a $150,000 fine and a third-degree

crime, subject to a five-year prison
term and $15,000 fine, when the theft
is under $1,000.

Organized theft is defined in the
bill as an “association of two or more
persons who engage in the conduct of
or are associated for the purpose of
effectuating the transfer or sale of
shoplifted merchandise.”

Another bill signed by the gover-
nor renamed the New Jersey Open
Public Meetings Act after its spon-
sor, retired Senator Byron Baer. The
legislation was signed in 1975. Also
signed were bills to require 60-day
notice of the closing or relocation of
nursing homes and assisted living
residences to residents of these fa-
cilities, to upgrade simple assaults
against private school teachers to
aggravated assault and for the estab-
lishment of a Heritage Tourism Task
Force “for the promotion of heritage
tourism in New Jersey” and for cre-
ation of “heritage tourism master
plan for New Jersey.”

Another new law requires the De-
partment of Education to include in-
formation about state adult disability
services in booklets for parents of
special education children.

The governor also signed a new
law that authorizes the state auditor
to conduct performance reviews.


