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Group Reports Progress
On Frazee House Project

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The com-
mittee overseeing plans to restore
the Revolutionary War-era Frazee
House on Raritan Road in Scotch
Plains reports that further progress,
both materially and financially, has
been made in recent months, with a
successful fundraising drive, the fil-
ing of several grant applications and
further clean-up of the property.

Pat Plante, president of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Rotary Frazee House
Inc., a non-profit entity set up to oversee
the restoration, told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that a direct-mail
fundraising effort in May went “pretty
well,” yielding about $12,000 in dona-
tions with more coming in.

“I was very pleasantly surprised,”
Ms. Plante said. She attributed much
of the success to the amount of public-
ity given to the restoration project,
which is part of the centennial celebra-
tion of Rotary Clubs around the world,
with each local chapter adopting a
lifetime-sustaining project for its com-
munity.

A video depicting the history of the
house —and its matron, Betty Frazee
— was produced earlier this year and
made available to local cable televi-
sion stations and schools. During the
Revolutionary War, legend has it that
when British Generals Charles
Cornwallis and William Howe were in
the area, they were drawn to the Frazee
House by the aroma of freshly baked
bread. When Betty Frazee opened the
door, the two men asked for some of
her bread. She agreed to give them
some, but told them she was doing it
out of fear, not love. Insulted by her
remark, the two generals became an-

gry, refused the bread and headed to-
wards Westfield.

In the spring, the Scotch Plains
Township Council leased the one-acre
tract of land on which the Frazee
House is situated to the restoration
organization for a 50-year period.

In addition, several grant applications
were submitted in late May, Ms. Plante
said she expects decisions on any grants
to be received later in the year. The grant
application process is being overseen by
Stacy Spies, a historical architecture con-
sultant working with the Rotarians.

The Rotarians envision a three-phase
restoration plan, starting with the sta-
bilization and cleanup of the building,
and then the repair of its exterior. The
second phase will be the renovation of
the building’s interior, and the third
phase will be exterior landscaping and
the placement of displays and other
items inside the house. The project will
also involve the recreation of a barn
and other outbuildings that were for-
merly sited on the property.

In June, a cleanup was held at the
Frazee House, where newer fixtures
and other materials were removed to
reveal much of the building’s original
wood, hardware and floors. An archeo-
logical dig underneath the 245-year
old house is slated for the fall. Ms.
Plante said the dig, which is required as
part of the grant application process,
may yield “all kinds of things,” such as
bullets, pottery and dishes from two
centuries ago. “We may be able to find
out about the food they ate, the utensils
they used,” she added.

The group’s upcoming events also
include another Casino Night similar
to an initial one held in late March, as
well as participation in Scotch Plains
Day in the fall.

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TEA FOR TWO...Jeff Stein and Rachel Winters present homemade iced tea at the Scotch Plains farmers’ market on Saturday.

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GIVING TRASH A SECOND CHANCE...Westfield resident Doug Dubois keeps
the baleing machine working at the Fanwood Recycling Center.

Katie Newingham for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FIELD OF DREAMS…Scotch Plains’ School One will undergo field renovation.
The field will be available for use in spring 2007.

SPF-BOE Field Renovations Begin;
School One Field to Close for Season

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education’s
(BOE) field sub-committee has re-
ported that several Scotch Plains fields
will undergo renovations in the com-
ing months. The sub-committee con-
sists of members of the BOE, repre-
sentatives from various athletic groups
and other community members.

Four contractors, M. Disko Associ-
ates, K&J, JC Landscaping and Tri
State Athletic Field, were consulted
when evaluating the condition of the
fields. Bids received by the BOE ranged
from $5,000 to $218,500, depending
upon the work to be completed.

The district decided to follow
through with Tri State’s proposal,
which plans work on both the School
One and Terrill Middle School fields.

The School One field will be aer-
ated in three directions.

Approximately 25 tons of topsoil
will be added to repair worn areas and
field seed, and fertilizer and seed mulch
will be applied.

Terrill Middle School fields will
also be aerated, and field seed, fertil-
izer and seed mulch will be applied.

During the construction period, all
regularly scheduled soccer programs
at School One will move to Terrill
and Coles fields. By the spring of
2007, the School One field renova-
tion is expected to reach completion.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Soccer
Association (SPFSA) offered to donate
$25,000 towards the improvement of
the School One and Terrill fields. At
press time, the BOE had requested $5,000
from the SPFSA, which they will do-
nate. “We’re looking to help the BOE
manage the fields. We will contribute on
an as needed basis,” said David Bernstein,
a member of the SPFSA executive board.

Robert O’Connor, a BOE member and
chairman of the board’s facilities com-
mittee, said that short-term goals of the
BOE include fixing the School One field
in Scotch Plains for the spring soccer
season and “invoking regular mainte-
nance programs on the other fields.”

“I think we’re moving in the right
direction – it takes some time,” said
Mr. O’Connor.

Anthony Del Sordi, BOE business
administrator, said the district plans
“to address all our fields and all the
facilities that are used by the various
sports groups.”

The BOE will purchase two por-
table watering systems to use at Terrill
and School One. Regular field main-
tenance began at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School and Evergreen
School on July 24.

Long-term plans for field renova-
tion will be discussed at a sub-com-
mittee meeting in October.

Mayors Discuss State Lawmakers’
Deliberations on Property Taxes

By PAUL J. PEYTON AND FRED T.
ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – As Trenton lawmakers
sitting on four joint legislative pan-
els began deliberating property tax
reforms, local mayors were skepti-
cal as to whether the meetings
would produce a real solution to
rising property taxes.

In his address at the start of the
special summer session, Governor
Jon Corzine said that if nothing is
done, New Jersey property tax levies
will double to $20 billion within a
decade. He said property taxes cur-

rently account for “46 percent of all
tax revenues in New Jersey. The na-
tional average is roughly 30 per-
cent.”

He said that benefits, which are
expected to increase 70 percent over
the next four years, and “an $18
billion unfounded pension liability,”
are causing the state fiscal prob-
lems. The pension liability, he said,
is among the factors that are flatten-
ing state aid to towns.

Four state legislative joint commit-
tees on public school funding, gov-
ernment consolidation and shared ser-
vices, public employees benefits and
constitutional reform/citizens’ prop-
erty tax convention are meeting over
the next three months to develop so-
lutions to New Jersey property taxes,
which are the highest in the nation.

If no solution is found, Governor
Corzine said he would move for a
citizens’ convention with the place-
ment of a voter referendum on the
2007 election ballot.

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
said he believes the state is spending
too much while giving less aid to
municipalities, which, in turn, causes
higher property taxes.

“Instead of working to raise taxes,

we should be looking for ways to cut
spending,” Mayor Skibitsky said. He
said New Jersey should look to other
states and compare their budgets “to
look at how efficient we are com-
pared to other states.”

Mayor Skibitsky noted that in 2005
Westfield collected $1.2 million in
municipal court revenues from driv-
ing-while-intoxicated arrests, mov-
ing-violation summonses, and other
similar areas. He said $600,000 of
that money went to the state.

“Those are sort of hidden taxes,”
Mayor Skibitsky said. “It means that
we have to come up with that money
somewhere else.”

The mayor said state aid to
Westfield was around $4.5 million
this year. “That (aid) has been flat for
three years.”

“(It is) amazing. They (the state)
increase their spending by 10 percent
while our aid is flat,” Mayor Skibitsky
said.

He said pensions are one of
Westfield’s “budget busters” and that
projections indicate that pensions in
the 2007 municipal budget will in-
crease $500,000. The state did not
require towns to fund pensions for

FW Adopts $7.7-Mil. Budget
With 4.7 Percent Increase

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council on
Tuesday evening formally adopted a
$7.7-million municipal budget.

The adoption of the amended bud-
get, which was finalized at the bor-
ough council’s agenda meeting last
week, took place after a public hear-
ing during the governing body’s regu-
lar monthly meeting.

The new spending plan – initially
introduced in late March – is approxi-
mately 4.7 percent larger overall than
last year’s budget, translating into a
municipal-share property tax increase
of about $61 for an $83,500 property
value assessment, according to bor-

ough officials.
The council delayed adoption of

the budget in anticipation of addi-
tional municipal aid through the
state’s Extraordinary Municipal Aid
program. Fanwood was awarded
$350,000 from the program late last
month to help reduce the increase on
property taxes.

The borough also had to tempo-
rarily suspend the collection of Au-
gust tax bills and approve temporary
administrative and financing mea-
sures to keep the borough running.

At Tuesday night’s meeting, bor-
ough officials repeatedly pointed to
significant mandated budget line
items and expenses over which they

Ordinances OK’d for Park
Expansion, Field Upgrades

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday approved
two bond ordinances that will finance
park expansion and ball field im-
provements.

The council approved a $380,000
bond ordinance to finance the pur-
chase of the home at 2377 Richmond
Avenue that will be razed and turned
into additional parkland at Jerseyland
Park. The transaction will be funded
with township open space trust fund
money, the first time since its estab-
lishment in 1999 that such funds have
been used to purchase private prop-
erty.

Councilman Frank Rossi empha-
sized that there are “no plans at all” to
add additional parking lots or struc-
tures to the park. Mayor Martin Marks
said there are no plans to light the
fields or add artificial turf fields at the
park.

The additional space will allow for
an expanded soccer field, which will
be situated across the existing base-
ball field. And, “instead of a house in
left field,” Mr. Rossi said, “there will
be open space.” He did say that some
trees may need to be removed, but the
plan is to maintain the existing trees
along the property lines and the street.
Mayor Marks has asked the township
recreation commission to come up
with plans for the planting of new
trees as part of the park’s expansion
so that, when the renovation is com-
plete, there will be more trees than
there are at present.

The purchase price for the Rich-
mond Avenue property is $365,000;

the additional $15,000 included in
the bond ordinance will be used for
closing costs and other related ex-
penses.

The council also approved a
$257,200 bond ordinance to fund the
township’s share of the costs of joint
park improvements with Union
County at the Union County Voca-
tional-Technical School on Raritan
Road and at the Route 22 ball fields.
The bond ordinance will pay for irri-
gation improvements at the Vo-Tech
fields as well as the installation of a
new clay infield and lighting —mak-
ing the fields the first in Scotch Plains
to be lit. The ordinance will also fund
irrigation improvements at the Route
22 ball fields. The Union County free-
holder board approved work on both
fields at its July 20 meeting.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution authorizing the
upgrade of software for the township
recreation department that will allow
residents to register and pay for vari-
ous programs online instead of in
person. The new software will allow
for online registrations, golf mem-
berships and various program regis-
trations for township residents. Coun-
cilman Rossi said that a certain num-
ber of slots would be set-aside for
those residents who don’t have
Internet access.

At the beginning of the council’s
meeting, Police Chief Brian
Mahoney announced the promotions
of Sergeant Joseph Zito to the rank
of lieutenant, Officer James
Scannell to the rank of sergeant and
Officer David Luce to the rank of
sergeant.

Film Crew Shoots Movie
Scenes in Downtown WF

WESTFIELD – On Tuesday, a film
crew shot multiple scenes for an up-
coming Christmas movie in down-
town Westfield.

Firehouse Films, Inc. shot three
scenes for Perfect Christmas, which
it plans to release in time for this
year’s holiday season.

The movie stars Morris Chestnut
(Ladder 49), Gabrielle Union (Bring It
On, Breakin’ All The Rules) and Charlie
Murphy (“The Chapelle Show,” “Roll

Bounce”). Queen Latifah (Chicago),
one of the film’s producers, also stars as
the narrator.

Terrence Howard (Hustle and Flow,
Crash) makes a cameo appearance
and was on set in Westfield on Tues-
day.

The crew is poised to return to
Westfield next Tuesday to film an
additional scene.

A full feature will appear in next
week’s Arts & Entertainment section.

Victoria McCabe for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WESTFIELD GOES HOLLYWOOD...Terrence Howard (left) and Queen Latifah
(center, sitting) prepare to shoot a scene for Perfect Christmas in the alley behind
Brummers Chocolate as crew members set up (right). Producers plan to release
the movie, which will feature four different locations in downtown Westfield, in
time for the holiday movie season.
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Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
KUDOS TO RESCUE SQUAD…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, right, presents
a framed artwork depicting Fanwood’s train station to Michelle Padulsky of the
Fanwood Rescue Squad. The squad was collectively honored at the borough
council’s August 8 meeting as the borough’s volunteer of the month. Council-
woman Joan Wheeler is at left.


