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Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GASTRONOMIE et FRATERNITE…Les Marmitons of New Jersey meet in
Cranford last Saturday at the home of Bob and Sharon Rial for their annual
barbecue. The organization is an international gastronomic and social club of
gentlemen who share a common interest in fine food, wine and the culinary arts.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FARMERS’ MUSIC...Local blues musician Al Madison entertains vendors and
patrons at Westfield’s farmers market last Saturday.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Tuesday, August 1, David Lovejoy,
27, of Union Township was arrested on
an outstanding town code warrant from
Union Township following a motor ve-
hicle stop at South and Windsor Av-
enues. He was released after posting
$150 bail.

Tuesday, August 1, Lorenzo Mejia,
27, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with hindering apprehension
for allegedly supplying police with a
fictitious name, date of birth and town
of residence during a motor vehicle
accident investigation on East South
Avenue. He also was taken into cus-
tody on an outstanding Plainfield
criminal warrant for $350. Munici-
pal Court Judge Brenda Cuba set bail
on the hindering apprehension charge
at $750. Mejia posted both bail
amounts and was released pending a
court date today, Thursday, August
10.

Wednesday, August 2, a resident of
the 900 block of South Avenue re-
ported an incident of criminal mischief
in which unidentified persons shattered
the glass front door of his home with an
unknown object.

Thursday, August 3, James
Moloney, 53, of Cranford was arrested
at the south side Westfield train sta-
tion on an outstanding $10,000 con-
tempt of court warrant issued by Tren-
ton. Trenton issued a new court date
and released him.

Thursday, August 3, a Westfield resi-
dent reported that his motor vehicle
was burglarized while parked in a
Watterson Street municipal lot. The
vehicle’s stereo/compact disk player
and a CD box set were removed.

Thursday, August 3, Anthony
Mazzilli, 18, of Mountainside was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop at
East North Avenue and Central Avenue
on an outstanding $350 motor vehicle
warrant issued by Berkeley Heights.
He was released after posting bail.

Friday, August 4, Christie L. Dillon,
23, of Edison was placed under arrest
in the 200 block of East Broad Street
and charged with theft by deception for
allegedly taking merchandise from the
floor area of a store at that location and
fraudulently returning the items to her
own account. She was released on her
own recognizance after being served
with a complaint-summons.

Friday, August 4, Kizzy Munro, 22,
of Brooklyn, N.Y. was arrested in a
municipal lot behind businesses along
East Broad Street on a fourth-degree
shoplifting charge stemming from an
incident at an establishment in the 200
block of East Broad Street. Munro also
was charged with possession of less
than 50 grams of suspected marijuana
and possession of controlled danger-
ous substance paraphernalia. Bail was
set at $1,000. Munro was committed
on default of bail to the Union County
jail.

Friday, August 4, Ramel Ervin, 35,
of Brooklyn, N.Y. was arrested in a
municipal lot behind businesses along
East Broad Street on a third-degree
shoplifting charge involving an inci-
dent at an establishment in the 100
block of Central Avenue. Ervin addi-
tionally was charged with possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana. Bail was set at $2,000. Ervin
was committed on default of bail to the
Union County jail.

Friday, August 4, Naomi Klassel,
26, of Scotch Plains was arrested in the
200 block of Prospect Street on an
outstanding municipal code warrant
issued by Newark, for $125, and motor
vehicle warrants issued by
Mountainside, for $100, and Scotch
Plains, for $300. She posted bail on all
three and was released.

Sunday, August 6, Amani Simeon,
18, of Piscataway was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop in the 1000
block of West South Avenue on an
outstanding Westfield motor vehicle
warrant for $130. She was released
after posting bail.

Scotch Plains
Thursday, August 3, the manager of

a Park Avenue restaurant reported that
several items were stolen from his prop-
erty. The items were valued at $80.
According to police, a dark-colored
vehicle was seen exiting the area.

Friday, August 4, an employee of a
Route 22 gas station reported being the
victim of theft. He stated that the occu-
pant of an unknown motor vehicle pur-
chased $48 worth of gas and left the
station without paying.

Friday, August 4, a resident of Aca-
cia Road reported being the victim of
criminal mischief. He stated that one or
more unknown persons damaged a flag
that was left in his front yard.

Sunday, August 6, the manager of a
Terrill Road restaurant reported being
the victim of theft. He stated that one or
more unknown persons removed cash
from a drawer on the premises. It was

unknown at press time how much cash
was removed.

Sunday, August 6, a resident of West
Broad Street reported being the victim
of a burglary, stating that one or more
unknown persons entered his house
and removed jewelry. It is unknown
when the incident occurred.

Fanwood
Tuesday, August 1, Soroya Jackson-

Hammond, 35, of Westfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on South Avenue that revealed an out-
standing Clifton warrant in the amount
of $245.

Thursday, August 3, Jermaine
Morrison, 25, of Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue that revealed a $383 Bound
Brook warrant.

Thursday, August 3, Carlos Smith,
35, of Plainfield was arrested on Terrill
Road after a motor vehicle stop that
revealed an outstanding Newark war-
rant in the amount of $89.

Friday, August 4, an employee of a
South Avenue grocery store reported
being the victim of possible theft. Ac-
cording to police, the employee sus-
pected an individual was shoplifting
after witnessing what was described as
mischievous behavior.

The individual, identified as a black
male, fled the scene on a bicycle. A
search of the area failed to locate any
suspects, police said.

Friday, August 4, David Lawson, 41,
of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road that
revealed an outstanding Bound Brook
warrant in the amount of $1,500.

Monday, August 7, Suzanne
Theraldsen, 39, of Westfield was ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop
on East Second Street that revealed
numerous outstanding warrants out of
Westfield in the amount of $180.

Monday, August 7, Steven Tunnell,
48, of Iselin was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on Terrill Road revealed
an outstanding Newark warrant in the
amount of $100.

Mountainside
Monday, July 31, Charles B. Tyler,

54, of Orange was arrested at the Essex
County jail on an outstanding warrant
in the amount of $250.

Tuesday, August 1, a resident of
Tanglewood Lane reported being the
victim of theft. She stated that one or
more unknown persons removed her
son’s red Schwinn BMX style bicycle
from her driveway. The value of the
bicycle is $200.

Wednesday, August 2, Janelle M.
Hampton, 26, of Newark was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop and
charged with driving with a suspended
license and a suspended registration.
Hampton also was charged with an
active warrant out of Union Township
in the amount of $500.

Thursday, August 3, Anton L.
Bernabela, 26, of Metuchen was ar-
rested at the Plainfield Police Depart-
ment on an outstanding Mountainside
warrant in the amount of $481.

Friday, August 4, Daniel A. Breda,
24, of Newark was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22 and
charged with driving with a suspended
license.

Friday, August 4, Esrick A. Gordon,
29, of Irvington was arrested on nu-
merous outstanding warrants out of
East Orange after he was stopped for
allegedly failing to display an inspec-
tion sticker. A computer check revealed
the suspect also was wanted in Geor-
gia.

Saturday, August 5, a resident of
Darby Lane reported a suspicious inci-
dent. The resident stated that he no-
ticed an unfamiliar black pickup truck
parked in his neighbor’s driveway and
an unknown female talking to the neigh-
bor at the front door.

He then noticed the neighbor walk-
ing around to the rear of the house with
the female, at which time two males
exited the vehicle and entered the house
through the open front door. The caller
recognized this to be a scam and imme-
diately called 911. The caller then no-
tified the suspects that he had called
911 and all of them fled the scene.

The victim told police that a His-
panic female had rang her doorbell and
pushed her way in. The suspect told the
victim, “You know me; I’m Maria’s
sister. I’m looking for my kitty. Your
neighbor told me my kitty ran into your
backyard. Can you help me find it?”
The victim and the suspect then went
around into the backyard, at which
time the male suspects entered the resi-
dence.

The female was described as a
heavyset Hispanic woman with a large
chest and dyed red hair. The males
were described as possibly Hispanic
and heavyset, with one having a scruffy
beard. The vehicle was identified as a
new black Dodge Ram 1500 Quad cab
bearing no license plate.

MS Council Discusses
Flood-Control Ordinance

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – During the
borough council agenda-setting meet-
ing held Tuesday evening, members
of the governing body noted that a
second reading for the flood-control
ordinance is scheduled for next week’s
council meeting. The ordinance will
replace the existing plan, which was
enacted in 1985.

According to Mayor Robert
Viglianti, the new ordinance has been

mandated by the state to comply with
current state and federal guidelines.

Last month, when discussing the
ordinance upon first reading, the
mayor said that some of the upgrades
include making the storm sewer grad-
ing smaller so that larger debris like
Coke cans cannot clog the drainage
system. He noted, however, that he
has witnessed that sometimes the
holes are so small that the draining
system gets backed up, thus creating
a “flooding problem.” He reiterated
that the ordinance is a state-man-
dated requirement.

In other business, the mayor said
that the newly formed WATTS Foun-
dation, which had awarded the bor-
ough with a new handicapped-acces-
sible community bus, would be deliv-
ering the vehicle for use in September.
At the re-organizational meeting held
in January, borough residents were
told of the foundation, which was es-
tablished by former residents Blanche
and George Watts. Foundation mem-
bers said that the foundation was imple-
mented to benefit Mountainside orga-
nizations rendering services to
Mountainside residents.

At that January meeting, founda-
tion members presented the mayor
and council with their first gift to the
borough, which was a $75,000 check
to purchase the community vehicle.

The mayor said that on behalf of
the borough he wanted to give “a
heartfelt thanks” to the Watts’ and
said that they had been active
Mountainside residents who were
very generous.

In other business, the mayor and
council members discussed the au-
thorization to sell a 1998 Ford Crown
Victoria. They said that next month a
1993 Chevy Caprice would also be
for sale. The sale will be scheduled
after the fire department inherits a
2003 Ford Crown Victoria that the
police department is to retire.

The next council meeting is sched-
uled for Tuesday, August 15 at 8 p.m.

Redevelopment, Absentee
Landlords Concern Residents

By KATHY MARQUES
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough council
addressed residents Tuesday night about
several issues such as The Pointe on
North Avenue and absentee landlords
as the governing body considered an
ordinance to expand the North Avenue
West redevelopment plan. The plan
would expand to an area in the viscinity
of La Belle Cleaners & Tailors.

The Pointe, currently under construc-
tion, will contain 21,000 square feet of
retail space, as well as 44 townhouses.

Bruce Paterson, speaking as “a con-
cerned resident and not a mayoral
candidate,” questioned the integrity
behind the North Avenue plan.

“They are the same developers of
The Pointe, which is not even com-
pleted yet. Why don’t you table this
ordinance and wait to see the outcome
of The Pointe before allowing more
construction in our small town? I feel
that the residents of Garwood are being
sold out to the highest bidder,” he said.

Resident Dennis Clark concurred
with Mr. Paterson, saying, “The Pointe
has nice aesthetic value but it’s too big.
Look what they’re doing down the
street with the Cranford Crossing. Both
projects are too big for small towns.
Let’s wait to see what The Pointe adds
to the community before allowing more
large scale redevelopment.”

The ordinance was approved unani-
mously by the governing body.

Another topic at Tuesday’s meet-

ing was absentee landlords. Multiple
residents said they are not taking care
of their properties and turning the
neighborhood into an eye sore. The
standard for grass height is no more
than 12 inches, yet a Second Avenue
resident she is having problems with
an absentee landlord neighbor about
overgrown grass, weeds and not re-
moving trash.

Police Chief William Legg has is-
sued warnings to the landlord and said
the property owner would “soon” re-
ceive a summons if the problems per-
sist. After receiving a summons, a per-
son has five days to rectify the problem.

Resident Anne Rigger said, “Why
give five days to mow the lawn? By
then, the grass is even higher. If they
don’t take care of it, fine them.”

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud
said the process is standard proce-
dure. “You get time to take care of the
problem and if not, you get fined. I
don’t recall the exact amount but I
will look into it.”

Resident Rosemary Snow, a senior
citizen, said she cut her neighbors’
lawn once since they refused to do it.
“If I can do it at my age, there’s no
reason they can’t.”

Mayor Dennis McCarthy said he was
upset about this issue and said, “I don’t
want to nit pick but this needs to be
taken care of immediately. This makes
our town look ugly and all residents
need to have pride in where they live
and take care of their surroundings.”

In other business, the 400 block of
Second Avenue sidewalk repair
project was delayed once again by
the contractor due to weather. Bor-
ough Engineer Donald Guarriello said
that the work should begin this week
and “be completed close to the start
of school, maybe by Labor Day.”

Borough officials announced that
Jessica Simon has resigned after sev-
eral years of working as a civilian
police dispatcher. They announced
that Joyce McCarthy and Diane
Petraccoro have been hired as police
dispatchers effective August 15.

“We are budgeted for two dispatch-
ers since we anticipate the population
to grow and this will free up an officer,”
said Councilman William Schadewald.

He also spoke about the Garwood
free public library 12th annual read-
ing program. “It was successful, with
46 children enrolled, reading a total
of 614 books in six weeks.”

Mayor McCarthy said that the son
of Registrar of Vital Statistics,
Kathleen Wierzbinski, was injured
while serving in Iraq. He wished him
“a speedy recovery.”

Cynthia Meryl, director of the pro-
gram, said that WYACT has been
located at Lincoln School for seven
years and that 57 percent of her stu-
dents come from Westfield.

“Seven years ago, we had nowhere
to go. We talked to (Westfield Super-
intendent of Schools) Dr. (William)
Foley; and he volunteered to call Mr.
(Ed) Hartnett (former Superintendent
of UCESC). I never heard from Dr.
Foley, so I called Mr. Hartnett my-
self,” Ms. Meryl said. “He charged us
a fabulous rate; all we have to pay is
the cost of a custodian.”

“I absolutely understand the neigh-
bors’ anger. This never should have
happened and somebody dropped the
ball. I am very happy about the deci-
sion. Now the commission and
WYACT have time to find a place to
live,” Ms. Meryl said.

Ms. Meryl and her husband reside
in the adjacent neighborhood. She said
that she invited neighbors to visit a
class and see what they have to offer.

“I was told, ‘I have no interest’ by
one of my neighbors,” she said. “The
kids in this school have said to me they
want to stay straight, a better life.”

“It makes me feel badly that they
(the residents) never asked me about
(Hillcrest). Not one person,” Ms.
Meryl said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Talented WHS Alumna
Dies In Car Accident

By CALEB ZIMMERMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Krystle Dixon, a
member of the Westfield High School
Class of 2001, was killed early Sun-
day after her car left Route 22, hitting
a pole in the Hillside Shop Rite park-
ing lot at 6:19 a.m.

Taken immediately to University
Hospital in Newark, the 23-year-old
was pronounced dead hours later.

“Everyone in the school district
mourns the loss,” said Westfield
School/Community Rela-
tions Coordinator Lorre
Korecky. “She was very
athletic, very bright and a
charming young woman,”
she added.

Krystle graduated from
the University of Roches-
ter with a degree in English
before attending Montclair
State University, where she
was studying biology.

“She was a great, great daughter
with lots of goals in life,” said her
mother, Karleen Dixon.

At Westfield High School, Krystle
was a member of the high school
soccer, track and basketball teams.
She also was on the honor roll and
was a student council representative.

“Krystle was an outstanding ath-
lete,” said Thomas Hornish, a
Westfield High School history teacher
and varsity track coach. “She was the

captain of our track and field team
and was among the best sprinters and
hurdlers in school history.”

Recently selected as a Miss New
Jersey contestant, Krystle also
planned on applying to medical
school.

“It was a shock to lose such a beau-
tiful young woman,” said Westfield
High School Assistant Principal Rob-
ert Eyre. “She was very involved and
it is clear she had lots of promise in
her life outside of Westfield High

School,” he stated.
Brent Bramnick gradu-

ated with Krystle and
worked with her on the
student council at
Roosevelt Intermediate
School and Westfield
High School.

“No one else was able
to mix working and hav-
ing fun together,” said Mr.
Bramnick. “When every-

thing got difficult, it was her ability to
make you smile that made every day
fun.”

The funeral will be held at 10 a.m.
tomorrow, August 11, at the Calvary
Roseville United Methodist Church at
400 Main Street in East Orange.

The Dixon family plans to establish
a scholarship fund in Krystle’s name.

Krystle is survived by her mother,
Karleen; father, Charles, and a brother,
Christopher.

Krystle Dixon in 2001

Carjacking at Bally’s
Remains Under Investigation

By MELISSA LOEWINGER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CLARK – Township police are
continuing their investigation of a
Wednesday, July 26 carjacking of an
off-duty police officer. The incident
took place in the Bally’s Total Fitness
parking lot on Central Avenue.

Police said the officer, who was not
identified, was held up at gunpoint at 10
p.m. The victim, who police said drove
to the gym in his orange 2005 Nissan
Murano, was taking out his supplies
from his car in preparation for exercise
when two men approached him.

Clark Police Captain Denis Connell
said that one man asked for a light, and
the victim ignored him. The second
man then pulled a gun on him, de-
manded the SUV and a scuffle ensued.

Police said no shots were fired, but
the robbers fled in the stolen vehicle.

Clark Detective Lieutenant Kevin
White said the officer’s gun and badge
were not in the SUV.

Rocheed Singletary, an unemployed
18-year-old, was arrested on July 29
by the Irvington police for possession
of a stolen motor vehicle linking him
to the Clark carjacking, police said.

The second suspect has not yet
been identified. Singletary is being
held in the Essex County jail in lieu of
bail on the Irvington charges.

Detective Kevin Shackleton of the
Clark Police Department charged
Singletary with a single count of
carjacking while armed, a crime of
the first degree, police said. State
Superior Court Judge James Heimlich
set bail at $250,000 cash.

Captain Connell declined further
comment on the case when contacted
by The Westfield Leader.

fact there is finally a serious conversa-
tion going on in Trenton on property
taxes,” she said, adding that the special
session has bipartisan support.

“We (mayors) are all suffering as
well as the homeowners,” said Mayor
Mahr, recently named vice chairman
and treasurer of the New Jersey Con-
ference of Mayors.

Governor Corzine has said he wants
future property tax increases capped
at 4 percent. Mayor Mahr said that
could happen, but only if the state
starts increasing municipal aid to the
rate of population growth and infla-
tion and helps to control health care
and pension cost increases.

“(What are towns) supposed to do
if the packages we have to approve
with police and fire (unions) are above
that?” she asked.

“The hard work is really now. It all
sounds good on paper,” she said.

“Something has to be done. We in
Fanwood work very hard to keep (prop-
erty tax) increases at a barebones mini-
mum,” Mayor Mahr said. She said may-
ors and councils are struggling. Fanwood
applies and receives grants and shares
services with other towns “and we still
struggle–everything goes up.”

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks,
an advocate of property tax reform
throughout his tenure, said Governor
Corzine “is saying the right things”
but said that some of his predecessors

“have also said the right things with-
out there being any meaningful fol-
low-through.” He cited blue-ribbon
panels, studies and hearings held on
property tax reform in years past with-
out anything coming of those efforts.

“I’m skeptical that anything of sub-
stance will happen,” he told The
Leader. He predicted that, instead,
the Legislature would “nibble around
the edges” and pass what he termed
some “feel-good legislation” without
addressing any of the substantive is-
sues involving property tax reform.

Mayor Marks lauded the governor
for saying the state will have to go after
the so-called “800-pound gorillas and
sacred cows and special interests, be-
cause that’s what has to be done.” But,
he said, he didn’t know “if the Legisla-
ture has the backbone” to do so.

State Assemblywoman Linda
Stender, a former Fanwood mayor,
said Tuesday in a press release that
“municipalities must be willing to con-
solidate and share services if we are to
lower property taxes in New Jersey.”

“Property taxes in New Jersey are
out of control,” she said. “Homeowners
have suffered long enough at the hands
of escalating property taxes. The time
for action has come. This (Joint Legis-
lative Committee on Government Con-
solidation and Shared Services com-
mittee) is going to have to make some
hard decisions, but in the long run, it
will lower property taxes.”
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Lamp Fire Damages
Westfield Cape Cod

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — A first floor fire
caused heavy damage to a single-
family home in the 200 block of
Massachusetts Street early Monday
morning, Fire Chief Dan Kelly told
The Westfield Leader.

Westfield firefighters contained the
2 a.m. blaze at the two-story Cape
Cod-style home within 20 minutes,
said the chief. Firefighters remained
on the scene until 5 a.m. to “perform
salvage and overhaul operations.”

“The fire started in a bedroom on the
first floor. It was contained to the room
of origin (of the fire,” he said. “The
family of four was relocated by the
Westfield-Mountainside Red Cross.”

Chief Kelly said the fire was caused
by a reading lamp. He said there were
no civilian or firefighter injuries.
Cranford stood on standby at the
Westfield Fire Department Headquar-
ters to provide mutual aid if necessary.


