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Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GIVING TRASH A SECOND CHANCE...Westfield resident Doug Dubois keeps
the baleing machine working at the Fanwood Recycling Center.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
LET THEM EAT PIE...Vendors at Westfield’s farmers market display their wide
variety of different homemade pies on Saturday afternoon.

Judge Gives Hillcrest Academy
Year to Relocate From Lincoln
By MEGHAN GILL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A state adminis-
trative law judge last week ruled in
favor of the Union County Educa-
tional Services Commission
(UCESC) in its case against the
Westfield Board of Education (BOE),
thus giving Hillcrest Academy, an
alternative high school that the
UCESC operates, the option to re-
main at the Westfield BOE’s Lincoln
School facility on Westfield Avenue

until June 30, 2007.
Judge Caridad Rigo turned over

her recommendation to State Com-
missioner of Education Lucille Davey
for her consideration on August 2.
Commissioner Davey has 45 days to
adopt, reject or modify this decision;
otherwise, the decision is final, the
judge stated.

The BOE had opted not to renew the
UCESC lease at Lincoln and had sought
to have Hillcrest out of the Westfield
Avenue building by October 1.

Regarding the terms of the lease
agreement between the BOE and the
UCESC, Judge Rigo’s decision states,
“when a tenancy for a stated term of
a year or more is converted to a hold-
over month to month tenancy by rea-
son of an expiration of a written lease
without execution of a renewal lease,
the holdover tenancy is ordinarily
subject to all of the terms and condi-
tions of the written lease other than its
durational term.”

“The best interests of the students
and the general community at large is
best served if UCESC stays at the Lin-
coln School location for the 2006-2007
academic year,” Judge Rigo stated.

The judge said in her ruling that
ending Hillcrest’s lease in October
would violate the provision of New
Jersey state law requiring that all stu-
dents receive “thorough and efficient
education” as well as stipulations re-
lating to the federal government’s
“No Child Left Behind” statute. She
stated that non-renewal of the lease
began following a May 3 incident in
which six Hillcrest students were ar-
rested and charged with stealing a
bicycle and a car. “Four Hillcrest stu-
dents misbehaved, requiring Westfield
police intervention,” the judge stated.

Richard Kaplow, Westfield BOE
attorney, told The Westfield Leader,
“I believe I will be filing some written
exceptions (of the judge’s ruling) to
the commissioner. It appears to me
that some issues were not addressed,
such as why the commission
(UCESC) is granted an entire year to
find alternative facilities.”

Mr. Kaplow also said that the BOE
has the right to know and should be
permitted to monitor the commission’s
search for alternative facilities.

Nelson Wolf, representing Lisa Stern
and Sue Hopper, the residential neigh-
bors of Hillcrest who were partici-
pants in the case, said, “According to
the rules, my client is allowed to file an
exception. We have 13 days to do this.”

Caught in this crossfire between
UCESC and the BOE is WYACT, the
Westfield Young Artists’ Cooperative
Theater, Inc. The community group
subleases space at Lincoln School
from UCESC. Prior to the judge’s
decision, WYACT did not know where
it was going to hold its classes.

UCESC Superintendent William
Petrino said, “(WYACT) benefits the
local children. It would be very un-
fortunate if they became a casualty of
this process.”

Council Raises Town Permit Fees
For Sidewalk Cafes, Limos, Filming

By CHRISSY HAMWAY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town council
raised fees for downtown filming,
limousine service and sidewalk cafés
during its August 1 meeting. The
council, which had been reviewing
the fees for 18 months, received input
from fire, police, building and health
officials.

“Some of the fees hadn’t increased
in 10 to 20 years,” Town Council
Finance Chairman Peter Echausse
said.

In an attempt to increase town
revenue, an ordinance will change
the policy concerning restaurants’
use of outdoor seating. Instead of a
flat permit fee of $100 a year for
sidewalk cafés, restaurants must now
pay a per-seat fee. For one to 10
outdoor seats, the cost will still be
$100 per year. However, if a restau-
rant seats 11 to 25 people outside,
the fee will be raised to $250. For
establishments offering 26 to 50

outside seats, the cost will be $350.
The permit fee will increase to $425
for those restaurants that seat more
than 50 people outside.

Currently, there are 26 restau-
rants licensed to operate sidewalk
cafés, according to the town clerk’s
office records. Some restaurant
owners told The Westfield Leader
they believe that the fee increase is
reasonable, while others think it is
unnecessary.

“I think it’s fair,” said Ferraro’s
owner Charles Murray. “If we have
more seats, we should be paying
more.” Ferraro’s currently seats about
50 people outside.

“It’s not fair to raise the price to
sit outside our establishment and
eat dinner,” said Frank Vesfailo, the
son of Brick Oven’s owner. Brick
Oven offers 12 seats at its outdoor
tables.

Northside Trattoria owner Chris
Boyle expressed concern over other
businesses following the guidelines
or submitting a plan for fewer seats
than they actually plan on having. “I
have no problem with it as long as
enforcement is thorough,” Mr. Boyle
said.

“We just kind of piggybacked the
Summit model (for restaurant per-
mits),” said Mr. Echausse. “In the
grand scheme of things, these are not
big revenue sources for the town. It’s

really just a wind down of a long 18-
month process.”

The council increased the limou-
sine license fee from $10 to $50 per
company. There are 14 limousine
companies currently licensed in
Westfield.

“The only problem I have is that
the town is dragging their feet and
they shouldn’t wait so long to pump it
up from $10 to $50. I think they
should have a progression,” said
Albert Lehmkuhl, owner of Galaxy
Coach, Inc., which is located in
Westfield.

“If you’re not based in Westfield, I
don’t think the rate should be the
same as people who are domiciled in
Westfield,” Mr. Lehmkuhl said.

Additionally, the council increased
the application fee to film in
Westfield from $50 to $100 and the
per-day filming fee from $500 to
$1,000. This increase only applies to
commercial vendors, not local resi-
dents. In 2005, 11 production com-
panies, including one local resident,
applied for licenses to film in
Westfield, according to the town
clerk’s office.

Most of these companies filmed
commercials for businesses such as
Macy’s, Bank of New York and K-
Mart. The commercials were filmed
both in private residences and on town
streets.

Town Proposes Traffic
Change at McKinley School

Film Crew Shoots Movie
Scenes in Downtown WF

WESTFIELD – On Tuesday, a film
crew shot multiple scenes for an up-
coming Christmas movie in down-
town Westfield.

Firehouse Films, Inc. shot three
scenes for Perfect Christmas, which
it plans to release in time for this
year’s holiday season.

The movie stars Morris Chestnut
(Ladder 49), Gabrielle Union (Bring It
On, Breakin’ All The Rules) and Charlie
Murphy (“Chappelle’s Show,” Roll

Bounce). Queen Latifah (Chicago), one
of the film’s producers, also stars as the
narrator.

Terrence Howard (Hustle and Flow,
Crash) makes a cameo appearance
and was on set in Westfield on Tues-
day.

The crew is poised to return to
Westfield next Tuesday to film an
additional scene.

A full feature will appear in next
week’s Arts & Entertainment section.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Local Mayors Discuss State
Property Tax Deliberations

By PAUL PEYTON AND FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – As Trenton lawmakers sit-
ting on four joint legislative panels
began deliberating property tax reforms,
local mayors were skeptical as to
whether the meetings would produce a
real solution to rising property taxes.

In his address at the start of the
special summer session, Governor Jon
Corzine said that if nothing is done,
New Jersey property tax levies will
double to $20 billion within a decade.
He said property taxes currently ac-
count for “46 percent of all tax rev-
enues in New Jersey. The national
average is roughly 30 percent.”

He said that benefits, which are ex-
pected to increase 70 percent over the
four years, and “an $18 billion un-
founded pension liability,” are causing
the state fiscal problems. The pension
liability, he said, is among the factors
that are flattening state aid to towns.

Four state legislative joint commit-
tees were formed, focusing on public
school funding, government consoli-
dation and shared services, public
employees benefits and constitutional
reform. A citizens’ property tax con-
vention will meet over the next three
months to develop solutions to New
Jersey property taxes, which are the
highest in the nation.

If no solution is found, Governor
Corzine said he would move for a
citizens’ convention with the place-
ment of a voter referendum on the
2007 election ballot.

Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
said he believes the state is spending
too much while giving less aid to
municipalities, which, in turn, causes
higher property taxes.

“Instead of working to raise taxes,
we should be looking for ways to cut
spending,” Mayor Skibitsky said. He
said New Jersey should look to other
states and compare their budgets “to
look at how efficient we are com-

pared to other states.”
Mayor Skibitsky noted that in 2005

Westfield collected $1.2 million in
municipal court revenues from driv-
ing-while-intoxicated arrests, mov-
ing-violation summonses, and other
similar areas. He said $600,000 of
that money went to the state.

“Those are sort of hidden taxes,” he
said. “It means that we have to come
up with that money somewhere else.”

He said state aid to Westfield was
around $4.5 million this year. “That
(aid) has been flat for three years.”

“(It is) amazing. They (the state)
increase their spending by 10 percent
while our aid is flat,” he said.

He said pensions are one
Westfield’s “budget busters.” He said
that projections indicate that pensions
in the 2007 municipal budget will
increase $500,000. The state did not
require towns to fund pensions for
several years, which has caused big
increases in municipal budgets.

In terms of the concept of reducing
the number of municipalities in the
state from 561, Mayor Skibitsky said,
“there is more accountability” at the
local level of government.”

He listed the New Jersey School
Construction Corporation and the
University of Medicine and Dentistry
of New Jersey (UMDNJ) as examples
of the state’s wasteful spending. He
said rising property taxes and the
increased sales tax would drive New
Jersey businesses out of the state.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr said
while she is encouraged that the state
is addressing property taxes, more
needs to be done to contain rising costs
for areas like health care and pensions,
as well as increasing state aid to mu-
nicipalities. She said Fanwood received
just under $1 million in aid annually
although, like other towns, aid has
been flat for several years.

“I think every mayor welcomes the

By KATIE NEWINGHAM
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town council
is considering a proposed ordinance
to change the traffic patterns around
McKinley Elementary School. The
proposed ordinance would make
Osborn Avenue (adjacent to First
Street where the school is located) a
permanent one-way street between
First Street and West Broad Street in
a southeasterly direction.

As of right now, the one-way des-
ignation for the street is full-time per
the council’s recommendation, but
the council will revisit the issue in the
fall.

Jo Ann Carrington, a First Street
resident, told The Westfield Leader,
“It is unnecessary to make Osborn a
one-way street. There must be some
alternate way to manage the traffic,
which is only a problem for a half an
hour in the morning and a half an hour
in the afternoon.”

“An easier solution would be to put
a police officer there or add an extra
guard instead of inconveniencing all
the residents. This (proposed ordi-
nance) is putting more traffic back on
Rahway Avenue and the (traffic)
circle. The town needs to stop these
people from double parking – that
will make things safer; sorry moms,
you’ll have to wait an extra three
minutes to drop off your kids,” Ms.
Carrington said.

Thomas Dries, also a First Street
resident, said, “I’ve been here since
‘81 and traffic has always been a
problem, but I live near a school, so
it’s expected. The cars are facing
one way now, but the kids and par-
ents are still jaywalking. I under-
stand the (town council’s) concerns
for the safety of the children, but
what about the residents? The resi-
dents of the area don’t feel it (Osborn
Avenue) needs to be a permanent
one way. For 182 school days for
very few times a day (for traffic
problems), I think it’s unnecessary
to change the night times, weekends
and summers for the residents; it
will completely change residential

life.”
Town Councilman Tom Bigosinski,

whose Fourth Ward includes
McKinley, said that the public safety
committee has considered this area a
hot spot for some time now and be-
lieves that making Osborn Avenue a
permanent one way is the best ap-
proach to safeguard the McKinley
students and faculty.

“Whatever it takes to keep the chil-
dren safe, even if it is at some incon-
venience to residents, is necessary,”
said Mr. Bigosinski. “Perhaps the so-
lution is to step up police control that
will serve as a deterrent to the people
who are making the illegal turn (on
Osborn) and endangering our most
vulnerable citizens, the five- to 11-
year-old students.”

The ordinance has been tabled un-
til the end of September or the begin-
ning of October. At that point, the
public safety committee will review
the ordinance and take into consider-
ation how effective the one way on
Osborn Avenue was up until that point.
The committee will then decide if
Osborn Avenue will become a per-
manent one-way street or instead be-
come a one-way street only in the
morning for drop-off and in the after-
noon for pickup, along with any new
suggestions, said Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca.

“In response to the residents’ con-
cerns, Osborn Avenue is undergoing
a new traffic pattern, and anytime a
change is made there is a period of
adjustment for the moving public and
if more signs are needed or police
enforcement, that can be arranged,”
said Mr. Ciarrocca.

McKinley Principal Claudia
Andreski said, “We’ve had a lot of
traffic problems, and having (Osborn
Avenue) as a one way in the morning
and afternoon has helped.”

Deidre Gelinne, co-chairwoman of
Bikers, Runners and Kids are En-
titled to Safety (BRAKES), said, “I’ve
seen the situation at dismissal time
and it’s very unsafe; (therefore) any-
thing that improves the safety for the
children is good.”

Katie Newingham for The Westfield Leader
ONE-WAY STREET...The Westfield town council will revisit an ordinance to
change Osborn Avenue by McKinley  Elementary School into a full-time one-way
street in the fall.

Victoria McCabe for The Westfield Leader
WESTFIELD GOES HOLLYWOOD...Terrence Howard, left, and Queen Latifah, center, sitting, prepare to shoot a scene
for Perfect Christmas in the alley behind Brummers Chocolate as crew members set up, right. Producers plan to release the
movie, which will feature four different locations in downtown Westfield, in time for the holiday movie season.
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