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Carolyn DiProspero for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SING, SING, SING…Members of the Alfred Patterson Trio beat the heat during
their performance at Lord and Taylor on Tuesday, July 18. The trio was part of
the store’s Advance Notice program to premiere Lord and Taylor’s new fall styles.

Shakespeare’s Comedy
Of Errors Not a Mistake
By RACHEL LEOPOLD

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-
morial Library played Globe Theatre
for a night when The Shakespeare
Theatre of New Jersey came to per-
form The Comedy of Errors on July
26 at 7 p.m.

Adapted to be about an hour in
length and directed by Michael
Stewart Allen, William
Shakespeare’s originally five-act
play was performed by The Next
Stage Ensemble. The cast of 11
brought the work to life with a simple
stage and several actors taking on
multiple roles.

The Comedy of Errors tells the
story of Egeon, a merchant searching
for one of his twin sons and wife, who
were lost in a shipwreck when the
boys were babies.

The twins, Antipholus of Ephesus
and Antipholus of Syracuse – who
happen to have twin servants, Dromio
of Ephesus and Dromio of Syracuse –
have never met and do not know they
are both in the same city, Ephesus.

Hilarity ensues when the dupli-
cates cause confusion for their friends
and loved ones.

Antipholus of Ephesus’s wife,
Adriana, mistakenly dines with
Antipholus of Syracuse and won-
ders why he denies being her hus-
band. When Antipholus of Syracuse
then falls in love with Adriana’s sis-
ter, Luciana, Luciana is appalled by
her “brother-in-law’s” advances.

Further errors are made when
Antipholus of Syracuse is given a
gold chain meant for Antipholus of
Ephesus, and the latter is arrested for
refusing to pay. The Dromios then
become involved – Dromio of
Ephesus is sent to fetch bail money
for his master but accidentally gives
it to the wrong Antipholus.

Extremely impressive is
Shakespeare’s deft use of language;
often, the character’s lines rhymed
with each other’s. A dizzying whirl-
wind of rhyme was created as the
actors delivered their lines with agil-
ity.

The audience, which ranged
greatly in age, laughed frequently at
the sometimes slapstick comedy,
especially at the goofy mannerisms
of both Dromios.

Particularly funny was, after an
hour of mix-ups and complex, twist-
ing plotlines, the characters’ realiza-
tion of what happened. The collec-
tive “Ohhh!” that is uttered is the
definition of understatement.

Leslie Mortimer, the head of adult
services at the library, said, “[The
show] went great; the attendance
spoke for itself…everyone said they
really enjoyed it.”

The Next Stage Ensemble, which
has come to the Westfield Memorial
Library for five years, performs two
shows in repertory this summer; The
Comedy of Errors and The Tempest
are performed all over New Jersey.
The group will return to the library
August 9 at 7 p.m. to perform The
Tempest.

The Westfield Memorial Library
has several other adult programs
scheduled for the coming months,
including screenings of award-win-
ning films from the Sundance Film
Festival, an antiques appraisal pro-
gram, music programs and an opera
program in October.

The Shakespeare Theatre of New
Jersey is the state’s only professional
theatre company dedicated to
Shakespeare’s and other classic mas-
terworks. It was named the Regional
Theatre of the Year in 2002 by The
Star-Ledger. To learn more about
The Shakespeare Theatre and the
Next Stage Ensemble, visit
njshakespeare.org.

Elizabethtown Gas Co.
Displays Teen Artwork
WESTFIELD – The Elizabethtown

Gas Company, located at Liberty Hall
Center, 1085 Morris Avenue, Union,
is hosting the Teen Arts 2006 Touring
Exhibit through August 22, the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
announced.

The exhibit consists of 57 pieces of
art selected from over 600 visual art
works shown at the 2006 Union
County Teen Arts Festival held in
March at Union County College. The
annual event is coordinated by the
Union County Division of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs in the Depart-
ment of Economic Development and
is hosted by Union County College.

Three students from Scotch Plains,
Ernst Labady and Joseph Foster of
Union County Vo-Tech and Angel
Diaz of Hillcrest Academy, have art-
work in the show. Two Westfield resi-
dents and Edison Intermediate school
students Melissa Littman and Jessica
Margolies are also participating.

“We are delighted to see so many
students taking part in the Teen Arts
Program,” said Freeholder Vice Chair
Bette Jane Kowalski, liaison to the
Union County Cultural and Heritage
Programs Advisory Board. “The art-
work is exceptional and having the
exhibit travel allows the entire com-
munity to view it.”

WCP Announces Four
Shows for the New Season

WESTFIELD – Westfield Com-
munity Players (WCP) announced
itsfour-show line up for the 2006-
2007 season. All shows open on Sat-
urday nights and run Friday and Sat-
urday evenings at 8 p.m. for three or
four weekends, making it easy to
have a local night out to experience
live theater.

The first show of the upcoming
season is the Ivan Menchell comedy,
“The Cemetery Club,” opening Octo-
ber 7 and continuing until October
28. Three women share tea and friend-
ship as they visit their husbands’
graves together. The humor arises
when the trio’s relationship is af-
fected by a chance encounter with a
widower whose romance blossoms at
the cemetery.

The drama “Angel Street” by
Patrick Hamilton opens January 6
and continues through January 20.
Beneath the façade of 19th century
London respectability, a sinister hus-
band slowly tortures his wife to in-
sanity, all under the guise of kind-
ness. A helpful and patient inspector
from Scotland Yard helps the wife,
while together they conspire to trap
the husband, accused of committing
a fowl crime some 15 years ago in the
same house.

James Goldman’s dramatic com-
edy “The Lion in Winter” is about
royal bloodlines and securing
England’s future. Running March 3
through March 24, England’s Henry
II, Eleanor of Aquitane and their
sons spend Christmas trying to out-
wit each other while granting con-
cessions to secure their own future
and prevent a civil war. Benefits Di-
rector Letty Hudak noted that the
March 9 and March 16 performances
are still available for sale to sponsor-
ing organizations as benefits. Inter-
ested groups can call (908) 232-9568
for details.

The last show of the season, run-
ning May 8 through May 22, is “Ru-
mors’ by the comedic genius Neil
Simon. The setting is an elegant Man-

hattan dinner party, where, in order to
avoid a scandal, guests take turns
impersonating the host who lies un-
conscious in an upstairs bedroom with
a gun in his hand.

Westfield Community Players,
founded in 1934, is one of the oldest
continuously operating community
theaters in the state of New Jersey and
has brought to life more than 200
comedies, dramas and musicals in
its150-seat theater in Westfield. With
four productions for the upcoming
season, it continues to be part of the
cultural scene in Union County.

North Fork Bank
present

ROCK  N’ ROLL SUMMER ‘06

Monday, August 7th, 7PM at Tamaques Park

The Westfield Recreation Department
and

The David Aaron Swing Band will be performing a jazz concert from
the 1940’s era.  The Westfield Recreation Department, in sponsorship

with North Fork Bank, extends an invitation to our Westfield
residents, friends and neighbors to HOLD THE DATE – and join us

for our “concert in the park” finale.  Bring along your chairs and blankets!

 OUR FINALE:

Westfield’s Andrea Ewald
Showcases Photography

WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Andrea Ewald is one of 29 photogra-
phers of the New Jersey Photography
Forum whose work will be exhibited
at the Visual Arts Center of New
Jersey in Summit from August 1 to
31.

The “Summer Show” showcases
the tremendous variety in style and
photographic technique of the group’s
members, who come from all areas of
the New Jersey.

An opening reception with refresh-
ments will be held on Friday, August
4, from 6 to 9 p.m. at 68 Elm Street in
Summit, NJ 07901. Gallery Hours
are Monday to Friday, 10 a.m. to
5p.m. and Saturday and Sunday,
10a.m. to 4p.m.

A native of Germany, Ms. Ewald,
who holds a degree in English lin-
guistics, has lived in Westfield for the
past five and a half years. Her interest
in photography goes back a long time,
but she did not “get serious” about
doing something with her talent until
last summer.

“What attracts me most of all
when looking at the world in gen-
eral and when photographing in
particular is color and light,” An-
drea said.

A lot of her work is abstract, and
she loves to take the abstraction to a
point where the photographed object
is no longer recognizable, and the
resulting photo is all about color,
shape and texture. Andrea previously
exhibited her work at the Watchung
Arts Center, the Children’s Special-
ized Hospital in Mountainside and
the New Providence Memorial Li-
brary.

The New Jersey Photography Fo-
rum is a not for profit group that
Nancy J. Ori of Berkeley Heights,
and Michael Creem of Summit started
in 1995 as an opportunity for profes-
sional photographers, photo educa-
tors and serious amateurs to meet and
discuss their work, share expertise,
advance skills and explore exhibit
possibilities within the fine art com-
munity.

The group has grown over the years
to become the largest and most recog-
nized group of fine art exhibiting
photographers in the state.

For more information about the
Summit show and about the Forum
contact Nancy Ori at (908) 790-8820
or nancyori@comcast.net. You can
also visit the Forum online at http://
www.njphotoforum.com.

WF Rec. Dept. Presents
Final Concert of Season

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Recreation Department and North
Fork Bank will present a final rock n’
roll concert of the season on Mon-
day, August 7.

The David Aaron Jazz Band will
perform at Tamaques Park at 7 p.m.
The band will play live jazz from the
1940s “swing” era. North Fork Bank
and the Recreation Department in-
vite all Westfield residents, friends
and neighbors to come out for an
evening of “A concert Under the
Stars.”

Those attending should bring
chairs and blankets for a night of
family fun. This is the second sum-
mer concert this season that the Rec-
reation Department has offered in
sponsorship with North Fork Bank.

Recreation Department Assistant
Director Dee MacKay started the
Concert Under the Stars promotion
in 2005. Performances over the last
two years have included The Capris,
The Classics and, finally, the David
Aaron Jazz Band – all of which have
been sponsored events.

For further information, contact
the Recreation Department at (908)
789-4080.

Mustang Sally Plays Free
Concert in Echo Lake Park
AREA – The Union County Sum-

mer Arts Festival concert series con-
tinues on Wednesday, August 9 with
a performance by the Nashville-based,
female group, Mustang Sally. The
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders, led by Chairman Alexander
Mirabella, invites the public to attend
this free concert, which begins at
7:30 p.m. in Echo Lake Park.

Mustang Sally is a popular attrac-
tion at Union County’s Summer Arts
Festival each year. The group of seven
talented women draws from diverse
backgrounds and musical influences
to play country music and Southern
rock with a contemporary feel and
traditional roots. Mustang Sally has
performed in concert at rodeos, fairs
and festivals nationwide and in Eu-
rope, and has opened for high-profile
singers such as George Jones, Lee
Ann Rimes, Mark Chestnut, Aaron
Tippin, the Confederate Railroad and
others.

Freeholder Chairman Mirabella
encourages residents to “bring the
entire family, pack a picnic basket,
bring lawn chairs or blankets to sit on
and enjoy and evening of energetic

country music in Echo Lake Park.”
The Union County Information Van
will also be at the concert site with
representatives from the Rutgers Co-
operative Extension available to an-
swer questions and offer information
about important services for Union
County residents.

The other free concerts in the Sum-
mer Arts Festival series include:

August 16 – The Nerds (Jersey
Shore party band);

August 23 – Ed Palermo Big Band
with Rob Paparozzi, sponsored by
Schering-Plough Corp.;

August 30 – The Party Dolls, spon-
sored by ConocoPhillips-Bayway Re-
finery.

In case of rain, concerts will be
held at the air-conditioned audito-
rium at Cranford High School, on
West End Place off Springfield Av-
enue in Cranford at 7:30 p.m. For up-
to-date concert/rain information call
the Parks and Recreation hotline at
(908) 352-8410 after 3:00 p.m. on the
day of the concert.

For more information call the Union
County Department of Parks, Recre-
ation and Facilities at (908) 527-4900.

WF Artist John Russell Finds
Art By Working Day And Night
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Many artists see
their “day jobs” as stepping-stones
along the path that leads to the pursuit
of art full time. Westfield artist John
Russell, however, actually enjoys his
day job at an area construction com-
pany, and sees it as a means of im-
proving his artistic ability.

By day, Mr. Russell works as a
machinist. At work, the multi-media
artist finds some of the professional
skills he needs to make him a better
artist.

“As a machinist I am able to plan
jobs, as well as be precise,” he says.

Mr. Russell and art go back a long
way. When he was at Westfield High
School, he attended a special week-
end course at the Fashion Institute of
Technology (FIT) in New York City,
for students who had been recom-
mended by their art teachers. There,
his classes in life drawing enabled
him to obtain a foundation in rudi-
mentary elements of the art form.

A graduate of Kean College with a
Bachelor of Arts in Fine Arts, Mr.
Russell first entered the field of art by
producing portraits of homes that were

commissioned by realtors and pre-
sented to new homeowners as house
warming presents. Portraits of chil-
dren and pets soon followed.

While some artists feel having to
work at a day job saps the strength
they would rather reserve for art, Mr.
Russell looks at the situation from a
different perspective. For about five
years he tried to support himself solely
on his art, but he was under a lot of
pressure to find a way to make enough
money to become financially inde-
pendent.

“A lot of personal projects were
prioritized very low, and what I
thought would sell was placed as a
very high priority,” he continued.
According to Mr. Russell, as he
worked in this manner, his art was
becoming “a chore rather than a me-
dium of expression.”

Getting a full-time job changed
that. “I can support myself… but still
have some energy left over to experi-
ment and try things with art I really
had no energy to do when I was
cranking out commissioned portraits,”
he explains.

Mr. Russell’s focus has always been
craftsmanship. He particularly likes

the style of art found in plate etchings
from the Victorian era. He’d like to
develop the style in a modern context
celebrating it as an American art form.

“I want to do some more ‘painterly’
pieces, [be] more expressive, and less
concerned about technical detail,” he
explained, adding that he would like
to be more concerned with light and
movement as a change of pace for his
own personal artistic growth.

Another art form Mr. Russell likes
to indulge in is pen and ink drawing.

“I find pen and ink drawings to be
very realistic,” he commented. “One
of the nice things about them is that
they market themselves.”

Two of Mr. Russell’s pieces have
appeared on the covers of The
Westfield Leader’s annual publica-
tion, This is Westfield.

Mr. Russell recently participated
in the Art Expo at the Jacob Javits
Center in New York City, where he
sold two original drawings.

Mr. Russell is currently accepting
commissions. Anyone who would like
to discuss this with him can contact
him at (732) 495-9009.

Seussical Proves That “A Person’s
A Person, No Matter How Small”

By CASSIE LO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Area students par-
ticipated in Seussical, based on the
works of Dr. Seuss, through the
Westfield Summer Workshop The-
ater at Edison Intermediate School.
The play ran twice on both Wednes-
day, July 26 and Thursday, July 27.

Performers were in grades six to
nine, and spent the past five weeks in
a program called Workshop Theater
to prepare for the musical. The pro-
gram involved a five-week commit-
ment from participants, who spent
five days a week from 8:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. in the Edison auditorium.

According to a brochure about the
Workshop, students were given train-
ing in “audition techniques, voice,
dance, acting, speech, music prepa-
ration, set design and all aspects of
musical production.” The Workshop
Theater instructors are all either
Broadway, regionally or internation-
ally trained.

Seussical director Juan Pineda
starred on Broadway in both Miss
Saigon and The King & I. He and
producer Valerie Pineda, choreogra-
pher Irene Ulesky, production man-
ager Patricia Pineda and band direc-
tor Janet Lyman worked with the stu-
dents to ensure successful perfor-
mances.

Before the show, the Westfield

Summer Workshop band played a
rousing rendition of “On Broadway”
along with other favorites.

The ensemble, comprised of 40
Westfield Summer Workshop students
dressed as monkeys, kangaroos and
other Dr. Seuss animals, opened the
play with “Oh The Thinks You Can
Think.”

The 34 scenes feature fun and silly
songs sung by Dr. Seuss’ most be-
loved characters including The Cat in
the Hat and Horton, played by Katie
Rembisz and Malcom Spurlock, re-
spectively. Brian Pollock (JoJo),
Emily McGurk (Gertrude McFuzz),
Kelly Kapur (Mayzie), Mark Roberts
(Mayor) and Raquel Mendez
(Mayor’s Wife) performed other ex-
ceptional solos.

A common theme throughout

Seussical was “A person’s a person,
no matter how small,” which was
explored by characters struggling to
accept themselves. Horton the el-
ephant was always lonely, and
Gertrude McFuzz was a bird who
could only grow one tail feather. By
the end, the characters found happi-
ness by spending time with their
friends.

“I enjoyed working on this play. I
love the Westfield Summer Work-
shop,” said Westfield resident Michael
Sherry, who assisted in the direction
of Seussical.

The Westfield Summer Workshop
celebrated its 35th anniversary this
summer. For more information about
the Westfield Summer Workshop,
contact the main office at (908) 518-
1551.

Chrissy Hamway for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OH THE THINKS YOU CAN THINK…Cast members of the Westfield Summer
Workshop Theater’s presentation of Seussical, based on the works of Dr. Seuss, perform
a song and dance number at Edison Intermediate School on Thursday, July 27.

SWINGADELIC JAZZ…Swingadelic (known as the New York Metro area’s
greatest “little big band”) will be performing at the 10th anniversary of Sweet
Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival in Westfield on August 8.

“The Chinese Market on Mott Street,” John Russell

“Chinese New Year 2000,” John Russell


