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Scotch Plains-Fanwood Tops S. Plainfield, 11-4
For North New Jersey Cal Ripken 9s Crown

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

RYAN MASHES TWO-RUN HOMER, CAHILL SLAMS HR

Montrose Nets 5 in 6th, Tops
Midway, 10-6, in Playoffs

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The second-seeded Montrose Av-
enue men of the Fanwood Old Men’s
Softball League (FOMSA) refused to
let an early deficit get them down as
they battled back with plenty of moxie

to sink Midway, 10-6, at Forest Road
Park in Fanwood on July 27.

The entire Montrose team got into
the act in their 18-hit attack. Ryan
Kevin went 3-for-4, including a two-
run blast in the top of the sixth that
proved to be the game winner. Nick
Beyer cracked a triple and two singles,
and had three RBI. Johnny Swisher
tapped a single, doubled and scored
two runs. Ken Kulp finished with two
hits and two RBI, Kevin Bangor
lashed two hits and an RBI and Chris
Ferraro chopped two hits. Bryan
Smith had two hits, including a long
triple, and drew a walk. Jimmy
Swisher and Kurt Eberhardt each con-
tributed a hit.

Matt Cahill led Midway’s 13-hit
bombardment with two hits, includ-
ing a solo homer in the sixth. Anthony
Blasi pounded out a double, a single
and scored two runs and “forever
young” Pete Lima triggered two hits
and knocked in a run. Steve Ditrolio
and Mike Fazelpoor cracked two hits
apiece and scored a run.

Midway got their guns blazing to
take a 5-0 lead in the bottom of the
first inning. Jerry Bianco displayed
his base running skills immediately
by ripping a leadoff single and steal-
ing second. Paul Meade followed with
a walk and Ditrolio bashed an RBI
single to left-centerfield. Fazelpoor
singled in a run and Anthony Blasi
strutted to the plate and bashed a big
two-run double to left. Greg Hobson

was issued a free pass and Lima
smacked an RBI single.

Somewhat dazed, Montrose man-
aged to answer with a run in the top of
the second when Smith thumped a
triple and Ryan punched an RBI single.
In the third, Midway’s Cahill strutted
to the plate and left an impact by firing
off a solo home run to a remote portion
of centerfield to up the lead to 6-2.

Montrose chipped away with a run
in the fourth and fifth innings, high-
lighted by John Swisher’s and Kup’s
RBI singles. Then, Montrose’s deter-
mination really took hold in the sixth
as they added five runs to take an 8-6
lead. Smith led off with a walk and
Ryan clocked a two-run shot. Bangor
and Ferraro jolted singles and Beyer
unleashed a three-run triple to right.

Montrose added two runs in the
seventh when Ryan plopped a two-
out single and Johnny Swisher
pounded an RBI double then scored
on Bangor’s single to center.

“Bob Swisher is our number one
pitcher while Steve Walsch is our
backup pitcher. He did a great job
tonight as he has done for us in the
past four or five games,” said Jim
Swisher. “Going into the playoffs, we
feel comfortable going in as the sec-
ond seed. We actually went in that
second spot last year and won it all, so
we’re quite confident that we can do
it again this year.”
Montrose 010 115 2 10
Midway 501 000 0 6

The Raiders scored a run in the bot-
tom of the second when Tyler Kovacs
worked a walk and Bierne belted an
RBI double. In the third, Lipshitz
walked, swiped a base and scored on
McSherry’s double to center.

In Game 2, starter Makris mastered

the mound, allowing three runs on
five hits, sat down one and walked
one. Lipshitz relieved in the fourth
and allowed one run on three hits
while fanning two.

Lipshitz led the Raiders’ 16-hit
bombardment with four hits and four
RBI. Danny Harcourt went 4-for-4
with an RBI. Rogers went 2-for-3 and
Kevin Maxwell stung a two-run
single. Jensen and Isolda each
whacked RBI singles.

The Golden defense sparkled with
a multitude of fine plays. Lipshitz
executed two nice diving scoops of
a grounder in the third and Johnny
Delsordi made two fine snags in
right field.

“V.J. started us on the right track by
pitching strikes, allowing our fielders
to make putouts, and our bats came
alive following the thumping we took

the previous day,” said manager Scott
Rogers.

The Raiders jumped on the Tigers
with three runs in the top of the first.
Rogers and Harcourt both singled,
Lipshitz drilled an RBI single and
Maxwell hacked a two-run single to

center. South Plainfield immediately
countered with a run on Graves’ RBI.

Two Raiders scored in the second.
Rogers walked, Harcourt singled and
Lipshitz banged an RBI single. Max-
well walked and Harcourt strutted
home on a walk to McSherry. The
Raiders exploded for four runs in the
third to grab a 9-1 lead. Bierne walked,
Rogers ripped a single to center and
Harcourt laced an RBI single. Lipshitz
whacked a two-run single then mo-
tored home on a third-to-first putout.
South Plainfield plated two runs in
the bottom of the inning when Kyle
Dickerson drilled a two-run double.

In the fifth, the Raiders upped the
score to 11-3 when Jensen and Chris-
tian Isolda tapped RBI singles. The
Tigers mustered a run in the fifth on
Dickerson’s bases-loaded single.

“I came in with lots of confidence
because I know my teammates know
how to field,” said Makris. “On the
mound, I strictly threw fastballs with
good velocity, usually high and in. It
sure felt great being the winning
pitcher.”

“The feeling is simply fantastic.
After taken a beating yesterday, we
came out on fire. V.J. pitched excel-
lently, the  defense made the plays
and the ‘metal bats’ were on fire early
on.” added Lipshitz.

“Everyone on this team played their
best and did it with a lot of heart. We
executed successfully and thanks to
our coaching staff, this became our
reward,” said Rogers.

“We beat an excellent and very
talented team that was well coached,”
said coach Rogers. “The coaches and
myself are very proud in the way our
boys believed in one another and
themselves. They came out deter-
mined and played their hearts out. It
was a 100 percent total team effort
that won the championship.”

The Raiders pick up the action in
Pemberton against a team from Mary-
land on August 4.

GAME 2:
SP-F Raiders 324 020 11
South Plainfield 102 010 4

LEAGUE CHAMPIONS…The Westfield Blue 9s beat Warren 7-4 on July 20 to
capture the regular season title for the North Jersey All-Star Baseball League,
earning a 9-1-2 record in league play. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Rob
Noonan, Matt Catanzaro, Jake Rabinowitz, Kyle Rittendale and Nick Kalimtzis;
second row, bat boy Matt Rittendale; third row, James Brucia, Dan Mitchell, Jack
Bunting, Andrew Malacrea and John Lindros; back row, Coaches Tony Catanzaro
and Pat Rittendale, Head Coach Al Rabinowitz and Coach Steve Noonan. Not
pictured: Joe Manganello
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Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
2006 NORTHERN NJ CAL RIPKEN CHAMPS…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood 9-
year-old Gold tournament team proudly display their trophies after defeating
South Plainfield, 11-4, for the title. Team players are: J.T Beirne, Johnny Del
Sordi, Danny Harcourt, Christian Isolda, Christian Isolda, Ryan Jensen, Brendan
Kelly, Tyler Kovacs Zach Lipshitz, V.J Makris, Kevin Maxwell, Ryan McSherry
and  Jeffrey Rogers. Coach Jerry Lipshitz, manager Scott Rogers, John Maxwell
and Guy Jensen.

OH, COME ON, THAT AIN’T RIGHT… Montrose pitcher Kevin Bangor displays his frustration and disbelief after being
called out on a timely throw by Midway outfielder Jay White and a tag by Anthony Blasé.

WESTFIELD
Wonderfully renovated, from top to bottom, Dutch Colonial in pristine condition.  Fabulous home for a growing family.
This home boasts a large living room w/wood-burning fireplace, formal dining room with glass door leading out to deck,
eat-in kitchen, office, den and ½ bath all on the 1st fl.  The 2nd floor has a master bedroom with a full bath + 3 additional
bedrooms and a full bath.  There is a finished third floor and another bedroom and full bath.  Beautifully finished
basement offers entertainment space for the entire family.  Gorgeous deep fenced in backyard and 3 car garage top off
this charming home.  (052001168)

SCOTCH PLAINS Open House: Sun. 8/6  1-5PM

Dutch Colonial $799,000

$879,000

Moments from the center of town, schools, and NYC transportation.  This Beautiful 5 bedroom, 2 ½ bath Colonial
boasts spacious rooms and many upgrades.  Crown moldings, skylights, hardwood floors and the stone-front wood-
burning fireplace are just a few of the highlights of this home.  DIR: Westfield Rd. to Lyde Pl.  (052001100)

Open House: Sun. 8/6  1-5PMSCOTCH PLAINS $499,900

Come see this “fresh” Contemporary Colonial with inlaid hardwood floors and volume ceilings, before it’s gone.  Let your
family spread out in 5 bedrooms, 2 full / 2 half baths, formal living room / dining room and sunroom.  WOW is how you
will describe the spacious gourmet kitchen draped in granite, complete with new stainless steel appliances.  This home was
built for relaxing; let the days stress melt away in your personal sauna off the family room or bask in the warmth of the dual
sided fireplace in your master bath/bedroom and sink slowly into your Jacuzzi bath.  To help alleviate your remaining stress
the owner will pay up to $10,000 in closing costs!  DIR: Mountain Ave. to Westfield Rd. rt Nicholl Ave.  #2052  (05200994)

Unsurpassed Olde World Craftsmanship and impeccable attention to detail set this home at the pinnacle of new
construction.  Nearly 4,000 sq. ft., this gem will boast 5 bedrooms, 4 ½ baths, 2-story entry foyer flanked by library /
study, formal living & dining rooms.  A custom crafted center island kitchen opens to a large family room with distinctive
wood-burning fireplace.  Hardwood floors throughout with custom mahogany inlay borders will complement the detail
& craftsmanship appointed to this unique residence.  Tray, boxed & cathedral ceilings are elegantly crafted in the living
room, dining room, study & master suite.  Customize this home as your own with the builder.  (05200835)

Elegant Homes by Ralph RapuanoWESTFIELD $1,369,000

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. The monthly mortgage payments quoted in this ad are to qualified buyers buying a single family owner-occupied residence.  This example illustrates payment terms for a 30-year adjustable-rate Cashflow 1-Year Payment Option Loan, based on a $650,000 home purchase with a 10% down payment, a $585,000 mortgage using an Interest Rate of 7.570%, and a Minimum Payment Rate of 1.00% for the first 12 months, in effect
as of 7/18/06. The Interest Rate may adjust monthly, based on the 1-month LIBOR index plus a Margin, set at 2.20% in this example. The 2.20% margin is available with a 1-Year prepayment penalty with a premium credit of 1.125% (subject to change). With a 5.370% LIBOR rate, this would make the fully indexed Rate 7.570% (7.680% APR). The payment examples listed here assume that the fully indexed rate, the Index plus the Margin, remains constant throughout the life of the loan; rates can change monthly during the
life of the loan. Rates used in this example are not guaranteed and are subject to change without notice. Using the assumptions above and assuming the fully indexed rate remains constant throughout the life of the loan, here is an example of a payment choice: The Minimum Payment for the first 12 months would be $1,882 based upon the 1.00% Minimum Payment Rate. The Minimum Payment could increase or decrease after the first 12 months or earlier.  Deferred Interest: Payments will revert to fully amortizing over the
remainder of the loan term if the outstanding loan amount reaches 110% of the initial loan amount due to deferred interest. In the example shown here, the outstanding loan amount would reach 110% of the initial loan amount in month 35 of the loan if the initial Minimum Payment amount was paid each month prior to month 35. In this case, a fully amortizing payment of $4,664 would be due in month 35.  Consult your tax advisor regarding the deductibility of interest paid on your mortgage and the effect of deferred
interest for your specific tax situation.  Yearly payment changes, after the first 12 months, may not be 7.5% more or less than the prior year’s Minimum Payment, except that this 7.5% payment range limit is not applicable to the payment change in month 61 or every 5th year thereafter. Payments may revert to fully amortizing over the remainder of the loan term if the outstanding loan amount reaches 110% of the initial loan amount due to deferred interest. We are not responsible for typographical errors. You should ask about
interest rate, margin, and other terms and conditions before you apply.  Loan amounts based on the Cashflow 1-Year Payment Option Loan with a 10% downpayment are capped at $750,000.  Figures used herein are approximate and do not include property taxes, condo/association fees, or hazard insurance. Weichert Financial Services arranges loans with third-party providers. Subject to qualified buyers.  This program is not available in all areas.  Additional restrictions and conditions may apply. Interest rates quoted are
as of 7/18/06 and subject to change.  Mortgage Access Corp. d/b/a Weichert Financial Services, Executive Offices, 225 Littleton Road, Morris Plains, NJ, 07950. 1-800-829-CASH. Licensed by the NJ Dept. of Banking and Insurance. Licensed Mortgage Banker with the State Dept. of Banking in NY, CT, and PA. Licensed Lender in DE, MD, VA, D.C. Equal Housing Lender. Weichert Financial Services is an affiliate of Weichert, Realtors®. For your benefit, consider a career in real estate. Call 1-800-301-3000 today!

BUY FOR $1447/MO. BUY FOR $2313/MO.


