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Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

*
 Based on survey results

98% of our kids don’t hate Hebrew School
*
!

 

  

   
 

 

Unique individualized Hebrew Curriculum 
that incorporates games, art, drama &music   

  
  

   
  

  
  

 

   

  

Temple Sholom is a Reform Congregation in Scotch Plains/Fanwood.

We offer a leading-edge Religious School, diverse programming,  
and a warm personal place of worship. 

Join us Aug. 4 th at 7:30pm for a Prospective Member Shabbat Service, 
followed by a festive Oneg. 

For more information about Temple Sholom, please call us at (908) 889-4900 or  
visit our website at www.sholomnj.org  

 
Temple Sholom…It’s Personal 

Swimmers, Parents Invited
To Meet Coaches Tonight

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Jewish
Community Center (JCC) Barracu-
das swim team has invited prospec-
tive swimmers and their parents to a
“Meet the Coaches” event tonight,
Thursday, August 3, at 7 p.m. at the
JCC Pool.

The Barracudas are the defend-

ing champions of the New Jersey
JCC Swim League’s B Division.

Head Coach Laura Bransky and
the rest of the coaching staff will
explain the details of both the Bar-
racudas and Mini-Barracudas swim
team programs, as well as answer
any questions. Interested swimmers
are welcome to bring a swimsuit
and a pair of goggles to be evalu-
ated for team eligibility and prac-
tice group evaluations.

A limited number of spots are
available on the Barracudas swim
team. Once an age group is filled,
no additional swimmers will be able
to join for the 2006-2007 season.
Interested swimmers are encour-
aged to register as early as possible
to avoid being closed out of their
age group.

The JCC is located at 1391
Martine Avenue in Scotch Plains.
To register for the Barracudas swim
team or for more details, please
contact Aquatics Director Rebecca
Rivera at rrivera@jccnj.org or (908)
889-8800, extension no. 219. Addi-
tional information also can be found
at www.jccnj.org.

BRIDGES Seeks Volunteers
For Activities In August

AREA – BRIDGES, an outreach
program serving the homeless, has
announced that it is seeking volun-
teers to assist with its services dur-
ing the month of August.

Brown bag lunches are needed ev-
ery Friday during August and on
Sunday, August 6. Participants are
asked to make any number of lunches
(sandwich of meat, mayonnaise/mus-
tard in packet, drink, fruit, salty and
sweet snack, all in brown bag). This
may be done individually or as a
neighborhood or office project.

Lunches may be dropped off at
BRIDGES, located at 561 Spring-
field Avenue (Christ Church) in Sum-
mit between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. on
Fridays and between 9:30 and 11
a.m. on Sunday.

Run volunteers are welcome for
trips scheduled for tomorrow, Fri-
day, August 4, to New York City;
Sunday, August 6, to Irvington and
Friday, August 18, to New York City.
A driver for the truck also is needed
for the August 18 run. Interested
volunteers are asked to call (908)
273-0176 or (908) 358-8343.

Francis Moses and/or Darryl
Carley, the BRIDGES Run Coordi-
nators, always accompany and over-
see the runs. On Friday, the group
meets at BRIDGES (Springfield Av-
enue side of Christ Church) at 6:30
p.m. and returns around 11 p.m. For
Sunday, participants meet at 11 a.m.
and return around 2 p.m.

Minors should be accompanied by
a parent or parent-appointed chaper-
one. Volunteers must provide their
own transportation and will caravan

with the truck. Those participating
in a run are asked to bring multiple
brown bag lunches prepared as de-
scribed above.

Drivers are needed any Friday dur-
ing late morning/early afternoon to
run errands either with the truck or
their own vehicle. Those interested
may call (908) 273-0176 or (908)
358-8343.

From now until Wednesday, Au-
gust 23, the BRIDGES office will be
open Tuesdays from 8:30 a.m. to 2
p.m. and Fridays from 8:30 a.m. to 6
p.m. Those needing immediate as-
sistance at other times are asked to
call Darryl Carley at (908) 273-0176
or Francis Moses at (908) 377-2984.

First Baptist Church Youth
Ready For Service and Fun
WESTFIELD – The First Baptist

Church of Westfield will again present
its Youth In Action program that en-
gages participants in a fun week of
daytime social service projects from
Monday to Friday, August 7 to 11.

Such efforts include a nature con-
servation project with the Union
County Parks; sorting food items at
the Community Foodbank in Hill-
side; serving lunch to the homeless at
the Newark Goodwill and a painting
project for a local resident.

This program is primarily designed
for middle school students, but is
open to all young people entering
grades 6 through 10. The cost is $25,
which includes a themed T-shirt, all
lunches, a pool party and snacks.

According to its director, the Rev-
erend Jeremy Montgomery, Associ-
ate Minister at the First Baptist
Church, the goal of the weeklong
program is to motivate and inspire
the youth to actively serve in the
community as a demonstration of
their Christian faith.

This year’s theme, “It’s Not About
Me,” encourages the youth to focus
on other people and their needs by
devoting their time and energies to

serving others.
“It was our heartfelt attempt to

encourage these teenagers to explore
ideas and ways that they can do good
to those they have the power to help,”
said Reverend Montgomery.

“Many youth today feel powerless
and hopeless due to social stress and
pressures, and we desire for them to
realize that they have an incredible
amount of power to perform positive
acts of service,” he added.

Reverend Montgomery noted that
he witnesses this positive power as a
result of the projects the teenagers
perform every year during the pro-
gram.

The youth also will have an oppor-
tunity to enjoy some recreation dur-
ing the week, such as a trip to Dorney
Park planned for Wednesday, August
9. Other forms of recreation will in-
clude group-building games and ac-
tivities that teach teamwork, commu-
nication and self-worth.

Early registration is required and
can be made through the church of-
fice at (908) 233-2278. Interested in-
dividuals should ask for Reverend
Montgomery to request information
and the week’s schedule of projects.

VFW PRESENTS SCHOLARSHIP…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Veterans of
Foreign Wars (VFW) Post No. 10122 presented its annual scholarship to a local
veteran’s child at a recent awards ceremony. VFW Scholarship Chairman Frank
Chupko is pictured with this year’s recipient, Ashley M. Meyn, who attended
Union Catholic High School in Scotch Plains and will begin pre-med studies at
George Washington University in the fall.

Singles Group Posts
Meetings For August
WESTFIELD – Widowed, di-

vorced or never-married individuals
are invited to join their peers at the
singles group that meets each Sun-
day at the First Baptist Church of
Westfield, located at 170 Elm Street.
All are welcome.

Meetings will be held on August
6, 13, 20 and 27 at 9 a.m. Coffee,
cake and bagels are served and a $2
donation is requested. This non-de-
nominational discussion group fo-
cuses on issues dealing with single
living, as well as fostering friend-
ships and sharing experiences.

Group members also take part in
winter movie nights, picnics and
holiday get-togethers, among other
activities. For more information,
please call Lil at (908) 889-4751 or
Ed at (908) 232-4159.Baritone to Entertain

Older Adults Aug. 9
SCOTCH PLAINS – Adults age 60

and older are invited to attend a con-
cert by baritone Cameron Chandler
on Wednesday, August 9, at the Jew-
ish Community Center (JCC) of Cen-
tral New Jersey.

The 11 a.m. show, part of the JCC’s
“Summer of Fun” series, will feature
songs from musical theater and the
Big Band era, as well as classical
arias. A luncheon will follow the show.

Both the concert and luncheon will
be held at Congregation Beth Israel,
located at 18 Shalom Way in Scotch
Plains. All are welcome to attend.
Tickets are $23 for JCC members and
$30 for others. Reservations are re-
quired. The deadline to make a reser-
vation is Monday, August 7.

The JCC is located at 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains. To make a
reservation or obtain more informa-
tion, please contact Nan Statton at
nstatton@jccnj.org or (908) 889-8800,
extension no. 207. More information
also is available at www.jccnj.org.

Labyrinth Walks Set
To Begin Again Sunday

CRANFORD – Area residents are
invited to take part in a series of open
labyrinth walks sponsored by the
First Presbyterian Church in
Cranford. All walks will be held in
Bates Hall at the church, located at
11 Springfield Avenue. Everyone is
invited to attend.

The next walk is scheduled for
this Sunday, August 6. Participants
are invited to walk the labyrinth any
time between 12:30 and 3 p.m. but
are asked to begin their walk by 2:30
p.m. Subsequent walks will be held
on the first Sunday of every month
unless otherwise specified.

Walking the labyrinth is an ancient
spiritual practice of prayer and medi-
tation that has experienced a revival.
The 11-ringed pattern, painted on
canvas, is modeled after the 13th-
century labyrinth at Chartres Cathe-
dral in France. In Medieval times,
walking the labyrinth symbolized the
Christian pilgrimage to Jerusalem for
those who could not personally make
the journey.

For further information concern-
ing the labyrinth program or future
walks, please call the church at (908)
276-8440.

Caregivers Group
To Meet Monday

WESTFIELD – A support group
for those caring for elderly or chroni-
cally ill loved ones will meet on
Monday, August 7, at 8 p.m. in the
parish center of St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church on Lamberts Mill
Road in Westfield.

Meetings take place on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month.
These are information and sharing
sessions. For more information,
please call Marilyn Ryan at (908)
233-8757.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

POOL PALS…Eric Hagstrom gives an underprivileged youngster a swimming
lesson as part of his Eagle Scout Project. Besides providing lessons to inner city
children, the Westfield High School student found a pool, underwent training to
give lessons, obtained funding for the program and bathing suits for the children,
recruited volunteers and a lifeguard and solicited donations and shopped for
supplies. The Eagle Scout rank is the highest bestowed by the Boy Scouts of
America.

Eagle Scout Eric Hagstrom
Gets Kids ‘in the Swim’
By RACHEL LEOPOLD

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Many people spend
their summers lounging by the pool
or on the beach, but Eric Hagstrom, a
rising sophomore at Westfield High
School (WHS), is in the water for a
different reason – he’s teaching un-
derprivileged children to swim for
his Eagle Scout Project.

To earn the highest rank in Boy
Scouting, Eric, a member of Troop
72, holds swim lessons twice a week
for 20 children from the Elizabeth
Coalition to House the Homeless’
summer program. The Coalition
works with families who are home-
less, living doubled up or precari-
ously housed. Eric previously volun-
teered with the organization to fulfill
service hours for the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.

Along with 15 volunteers, he taught
children age four to nine swimming
skills, such as floating, swimming on
their stomachs, freestyle, treading
water and safety instruction. This
group of children, which received
half-hour lessons in groups of five,
had its last lesson on July 27. Eric will
now begin the same program with
grades 4 to 6.

Besides giving lessons, Eric’s
project included finding a pool, ob-
taining funding for the program, train-
ing to learn to give swimming les-
sons, collecting bathing suits for the
children, recruiting volunteers and
lifeguards and soliciting donations of
and shopping for supplies. He cur-
rently uses the pool at The Residence
Inn by Marriott in Elizabeth.

When asked how he came up with
the project, Eric said that he went to a
pool with children from the Coalition
last summer and noticed their inabil-

ity to swim.
The Eagle Scout Project must not

serve the scout’s own troop, must be
helpful to the community and, ac-
cording to Eric, a great emphasis is
placed on making the project perma-
nent.

For Eric, the most rewarding part
of the project has been helping the
children, which also is difficult, he
said, as there were some who were so
“deathly afraid of the water that they
wouldn’t let go of the wall.” How-
ever, “(the children) have progressed
a lot,” said Eric. “I saw one of the girls
who was most afraid in water up to
her neck.”

He cited The Leader Store, which
donated goggles; the Westfield Ser-
vice League and Rotary Club, which
provided grants, and the community,
which donated more than 100 bath-
ing suits to his drive, as key contribu-
tors to his project. Eric also trained at
the Westfield Area “Y” to give les-
sons and used lifeguards and instruc-
tors from the Westfield Memorial Pool
(WMP).

While the children are learning to
be safer in the water, he explained
that his project also has allowed
Westfield volunteers to get to know
inner city youngsters – a new experi-
ence for many of them.

Eric is a member of the WMP swim
team and plans to run track at WHS
next year. He hopes to continue his
swimming program during future
summers and urges anyone who
would like to be involved to contact
him at elh999@gmail.com. The
project, he said, is a great opportunity
for Westfield to help inner city chil-
dren.

Said Eric, “We’re giving them a
life skill.”


