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Bone densitometry exams (DEXA) can be scheduled
with mammogram. 

Accredited by the American College of Radiology

All screenings processed through Computerized 
Aided Detection system for added accuracy.

RWJUH at Rahway performs MRI, CT, PET 
scans, Ultrasound, as well as Nuclear Medicine. 

Most appointments made within two days.

For more information call the 
Radiology Department at (732) 499-6043.

Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital
Rahway

Offers Mammography
Convenient for You.

Weekdays
Tuesday evenings until 8pm
Saturdays from 9am until 3pm
Same-day exams available

Call (800) 981-9245

No Excuses.

Laugh Loudly,
Love Deeply, Eat Well

Owned & operated by Christopher & Timothy Boyle

LUNCH
DINNER

LIVE MUSIC

16 Prospect Street, Westfield    908-232-7320

Restaurants, Market, Concerts
Bring People to Scotch Plains

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Editor’s Note: This is the second in
a five-part series on local downtowns.

* * * *
SCOTCH PLAINS — In the two

years since the township council voted
against designating downtown Scotch
Plains as a Special Improvement Dis-
trict (SID), not much has changed —
for better or for worse — along Park
Avenue and East Second Street. While
a few businesses have come and gone
in that time, the central business dis-
trict looks pretty much the same as it’s
looked for a number of years. Whether
this represents stagnation or relative
stability is up for debate, but it’s hard
not to notice that — unlike bustling
Westfield and Cranford, or Fanwood,
where new downtown development is
underway — there is no overarching
driving force fueling a need to bolster
downtown Scotch Plains.

After the council’s rejection of the
SID ordinance in June 2004, the local
government — which had been in-
volved in the discussions about a SID
with downtown business and prop-
erty owners for much of the previous
year — took a step back from leading
any revitalization effort. “The ball is
in the business community’s court,”
Mayor Martin Marks said at the time.

He said it was apparent, after down-
town property owners loudly voiced
their opposition to the SID proposal,
“that there’s not much of a consensus”
about the direction of the downtown.

The only changes were the opening
and subsequent closing of a few busi-
nesses — Divine Essence Café on
East Second Street and the Cuts fit-
ness center on Park Avenue, both of
which opened in early 2004 and were
shuttered before year’s end — and the
more recent openings of new estab-
lishments including a Park Avenue
home design store, a wellness center
on East Second Street and a nail salon
and new restaurant on Park Avenue.

The lack of any significant forward
movement led the township govern-
ment in June to take a leading role yet
again in trying to do something to
reinvigorate the downtown.

The council approved an ordinance
re-zoning the township-owned hedge
property next to the municipal build-
ing in hopes that the 9,000-square-
foot tract can be sold and a mixed-use
building can be developed. Down-
town business owners have called for
such a move for years, saying it would
enhance the business district, but
Mayor Marks cautioned against view-
ing the property’s development as a
“magic bullet” for “what ails down-
town Scotch Plains.”

The designation of the property,
which is situated between the mu-
nicipal parking lot and Park Avenue,
changes from “P-Public” to “B-2-
Business,” thus allowing it to be sold
to a private entity that would then be
able to put up a building containing
retail and professional office space
and could possibly house second-
story apartments.

This step met with some opposi-
tion, on both the council — where
Councilwoman Nancy Malool voted
against the zone change — and among
a few business owners.

Ms. Malool “adamantly opposed”
the change because of her concerns
about the effect of a new building on
parking, as well as her feeling that,
without a plan for the types of busi-

nesses that might locate there, such a
re-zoning was premature.

She warned that without some sort
of development mechanism, such as
a SID, in place, there would be no
way to control the types of businesses
that might occupy a new building, nor
would there be an assurance that those
businesses would survive.

“Putting up a building for the sake
of putting up a building in hopes it
will revitalize the downtown makes
no sense to me,” Mrs. Malool said
before the June 27 vote.

But Lisa Mohn, president of the
Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association (SPBPA) and
owner of Apple Blossom Flower
Shop, hopes that development of the
hedge property will “do something
for the downtown. It’s a step in the
right direction,” she told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “Maybe
something will happen.”

Formed 12 years ago, SPBPA had,
until recently, been much more active
in discussions involving the future of
the downtown area, but Ms. Mohn
says most members are too busy tend-
ing to their own businesses to get
involved in any wider effort.

Presently, the group organizes net-
working meetings for its more-than-
100 members while also sponsoring
the Saturday Farmers Market and the
annual downtown holiday celebration.

Ms. Mohn describes the downtown
area these days as “pretty much stag-
nant.” She lamented that “fewer retail-
ers seem to be locating in Scotch
Plains.” Besides the cabinet store on
Park Avenue, “all we have coming in
are more service-oriented businesses,”
citing Knowledge Points, a student
tutoring establishment on Park Av-
enue, and two medical offices on East
Second Street. “I can’t blame the land-
lords,” she said. “They have to rent.”

“It’s not a bad town,” she said, citing
ample parking and the half-dozen res-
taurants. “People should be here.”

That’s been the overriding goal for
a number of years: finding a reason
for people to come to downtown
Scotch Plains. And yet, while the
business district is often not much
more than a smattering of people out
and about and many of the businesses
closed by six, several business own-
ers pointed out that there are reasons
for people to come to town, espe-
cially during the summer months.

Parking in downtown is at a pre-
mium on Saturdays, when the popu-
lar Farmers Market is held in the
municipal parking lot on Park Av-
enue. It’s a similar situation on Thurs-
day evenings in July and August, when
hundreds attend the free concerts held
at Alan Augustine Village Green.

The expanded Stage House Inn looks
to establish itself as a reason to visit
downtown Scotch Plains. Last year,
manager Tom Britt renovated the north-
ern end of the building, converting
what was a banquet and catering area
into The Tavern, a casual bistro offer-
ing moderately priced food. And ear-
lier this summer, the facility’s rear
patio was opened for outdoor dining
and cocktails. Mr. Britt called The
Tavern, which opened last August, “a
home run,” and said he “couldn’t be
happier” about the success of the patio
area, which is usually standing-room-
only during the evening hours.

He told The Times his clientele over-
all is “very local,” primarily from Scotch
Plains and the surrounding towns.

Mr. Britt said it would be a mistake
for the town to sell the hedge prop-
erty, located a block from his restau-
rant, because he believes parking is
already at a premium. He noted that
many people attending the Thursday
night concerts across the street from
the Stage House park in his lot in-
stead of the nearby municipal lots.

In spite of the parking situation, he
views the concerts in a positive light.
“Anything to get people into town is
a good thing,” Mr. Britt said.

While the downtown has seen a num-
ber of businesses come and go over the
years, there are a few mainstays. The
Stage House was built in the 1700s.
John’s Meat Market, across Park Av-
enue from the Stage House, has been
around since 1939 and is the longest-
running business in Scotch Plains.
Down the block is Alfonso’s, a pizzeria
and restaurant that has been in business
for 55 years, according to owner Angelo
Zanfardino, whose family bought the
establishment 35 years ago.

Although he describes his patrons
as “loyal local customers,” Mr.
Zanfardino would like to see a more
vibrant downtown.

“We’re so different from other
towns,” he told The Times. “People
from Scotch Plains don’t come to
shop here.” Instead, he said, they go
to neighboring downtowns or nearby
shopping malls. He said he’d “like to
have a better downtown so people can
walk around and visit a lot of differ-
ent-type stores.”

He said that when the hedge prop-
erty across from his restaurant is de-
veloped, he hopes it won’t house a
business that is “a repeat of an exist-
ing store. We need something that
attracts people to the downtown,” he
said. “Anything that is different from
what we have now.”

He said he hoped that whoever
buys and develops the property will
“put something new in for the town,
something that will make people
stop—and then take a look around.”

He doesn’t like comparing down-
town Scotch Plains—and its poten-
tial—with Westfield. “We are not
Westfield. The town supports their
downtown. We don’t.” Instead, he

cited Cranford as an example of what
Scotch Plains could aspire to be. “It’s
a homey town, not too crazy. People
enjoy coming there and shopping.”

Mr. Zanfardino said that “East Sec-
ond Street has to come alive” so that the
quarter-mile stretch of Park Avenue is
not viewed as the sole downtown locale
for businesses and shoppers.

East Second Street is not strictly a
business zone, with a number of private
residences mixed in among retail and
other businesses. Its buildings are of
widely varying sizes, with front set-
backs that also greatly, thus creating a
somewhat disjointed-looking area.

Gesturing outside at Park Avenue,
which he called a “problem” due to
heavy commuter and truck traffic,
Mr. Zanfardino said fast-moving cars
“aren’t going to see what’s here.” For
most drivers, Park Avenue “is a route
to go to work.” He said one way to
slow the traffic might be to install
curb cutouts similar to what Plainfield
did several years ago in the
Netherwood area on South Avenue.
The small sections of the road’s curb-
ing juts out into the street west of
Terrill Road in an effort to slow traffic
by, in effect, narrowing the lane.

The owner of the newest downtown
restaurant sees little reason for any
pessimism. Tom Vogler, who opened
503 Park earlier this summer, sees “a
lot of potential” in what he called “a
pretty little town.” As for the down-
town area, he told The Times that “there
is no reason why it shouldn’t be suc-
cessful,” given the demographics of
Scotch Plains and the neighboring
communities. “There is no reason why
it shouldn’t be a destination.”

Kean, Menendez Battle
Over Social Security

WASHINGTON – United States
Senate candidates Robert Menendez
and Tom Kean. Jr. recently clashed
over the solvency of the nation’s So-
cial Security system. Below are the
highlights of the candidates’ state-
ments.

Mr. Menendez: The sad reality is
that Social Security is under siege.
George Bush is trying to privatize it,
and Tom Kean, Jr., wants to go to
Washington to help him finish the
job.

Mr. Kean: Bob Menendez has had
14 years in Congress to address the
crisis facing Social Security and he’s
done absolutely nothing, except raise
taxes on those collecting benefits,
support investing Social Security
funds, raid the trust fund for govern-
ment programs and vote to give So-
cial Security benefits to illegal aliens.
Instead of scaring New Jersey seniors
and politicizing this important issue,
Bob Menendez should actually start
working on behalf of our fellow citi-
zens.

Mr. Menendez: New Jersey cannot
afford to send to Washington a sena-
tor who will blindly follow the Presi-
dent as he tries to dismantle this sa-
cred pact with today’s seniors and
tomorrow’s retirees. I will fight
George Bush’s plan to privatize So-
cial Security, and Tom Kean Jr. will
be just another advocate for his failed
agenda.

Mr. Kean: As a member of Con-
gress, my grandfather was known as
‘Mr. Social Security’ because he
fought to keep our promise to our
nation’s seniors. I value his impor-
tant work and the promise we have
made and will not support any mea-
sure that privatizes Social Security. I
believe that working in a bi-partisan
manner, we can find a common sense
solution to one of the most critical
challenges facing our nation’s se-
niors.

Mr. Menendez: Like a sequel to a
bad movie, George Bush is coming
back again to try and cut Social

Security benefits by up to 40 per-
cent. I will fight every day to keep
George Bush from privatizing So-
cial Security and slashing benefits
for the New Jerseyans who depend
on them.

Kean Campaign: Menendez sup-
ported investing Social Security
funds in the Stock Market.
Menendez voted at least two times
to increase taxes on Social Security
benefits, voted at least three times
against repealing the 1993 tax in-
crease on Social Security benefits,
voted against denying Social Secu-
rity benefits to illegal immigrants,
voted at least seven times against
creating a “Lock Box” to protect
Social Security surpluses from be-
ing spent on other programs and
voted at least six times to use Social
Security surplus for general debt
reduction.

Menendez Campaign: Kean voted
in support of Social Security
privatization. Both in committee and
on the State Senate floor in 2005,
Kean voted against a resolution that
memorialized Congress to reject
privatizing Social Security as pro-
posed by President Bush’s Social
Security commission. Kean, Jr. sup-
ports allowing people to invest por-
tions their Social Security into the
Stock Market.

Ferguson to Visit
SP Library Aug. 9

SCOTCH PLAINS – Rep. Michael
Ferguson (R-7th,. New Providence)
will participate in the Scotch Plains
Library summer reading program on
Wednesday, August 9, according to
his press secretary, Angie Lundberg.

Mr. Ferguson will read to
kindergarteners through second-grad-
ers as part of the library’s Stories &
Crafts program. Mr. Ferguson will
read from 2 to 2:30 p.m. The program
will be held in the community room
of the library, located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue.

Benjamin B. Corbin and Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE TAVERN AND THE GREEN...(top) The Stage House Inn and Tavern
expansion offer a variety of dining settings and food options in downtown Scotch
Plains. (bottom) The ‘hedge property,’ located between the municipal parking lot
and Park Avenue, has been the subject of rezoning discussion by the town council.
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SUGG. SALE
$260 $129
$380 $199

SUGG. SALE
$360 $199
$490 $269
$1120 $599
$1740 $999

SUGG. SALE
$490 $269
$620 $339
$1470 $799
$2190 $1199

SUGG. SALE
$1010 $569
$1220 $689
$2660 $1499
$3820 $2149

SUGG. SALE
$1160 $649
$1410 $799
$3100 $1749
$4440 $2499

Valley Furniture Shop   
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908) 756-7623 
Monday - Saturday 10-5:30 • Thursday Evening ‘til 9 • SUNDAY 1-5

If your mattress is making you move as much as your
music, it’s probably time for a new one. Come in now
for up to 50% off a handmade Shifman mattress and
we’ll give you a free iPod(R) Shuffle. So you can wake up
refreshed and move to what moves you.

No more tossing.
No more turning.

But a lot of shuffling.

SAVE
35-50%

on handmade
Shifman mattresses

and get a

FREE
iPod(R) Shuffle*

*Applies to Shifman Ultra Premium Sets only. Apple is not a participant or sponsor of this promotion.


