
Page 10 Thursday, August 3, 2006 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

POLICE BLOTTER
Scotch Plains

Wednesday, July 26, a resident of
East Second Street reported that some-
one entered his shed and removed
copper wire valued at $5,000. Police
said there was evidence of forced
entry.

Wednesday, July 26, a resident of
Westfield Road reported that some-
one removed items from his vehicle
while it was parked in the Park Av-
enue municipal lot. The victim stated
that the items removed were valued at
$100.

Thursday, July 27, a resident of
Raritan Road reported that someone
damaged his mailbox. Police said it
appeared a vehicle caused the dam-
age.

Friday, July 28, a resident of Lake
Avenue reported being the victim of
harassment, stating that someone
called her several times on the tele-
phone.

Saturday, July 29, a resident of
Henry Street reported suspicious ac-
tivity in his neighborhood. Accord-
ing to police, minor damage to the
street and a telephone pole was dis-
covered.

Sunday, July 30, Darion Avrette,
40, of South Plainfield was arrested
following a motor vehicle stop, which
revealed an outstanding Somerville,
Conn. warrant. The suspect was pro-
cessed and transported to the Union
County jail.

Fanwood
Tuesday, July 25, Russell James,

54, of Irvington was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on South
Avenue, which revealed an outstand-
ing Essex County warrant.

Wednesday, July 26, Filicia J.
Jamison-Davis, 25, of Linden was
arrested following a motor vehicle
stop on South Avenue, which revealed
an outstanding East Orange warrant.

Wednesday, July 26, Tia A. Reid,
33, of Roselle was arrested on an
outstanding Fanwood warrant follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Third
Street.

Thursday, July 27, Phyllis Staten,
57, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding Fanwood warrant follow-
ing a field investigation.

Saturday, July 29, Bruce K. Boone,
47, of Elizabeth was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road, which revealed numerous out-
standing warrants out of Elizabeth
and Newark.

Saturday, July 29, Mark C. Eilam,
50, of Piscataway was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI), refusal to submit to a
breathalyzer test and possession of a
controlled dangerous substance
(CDS) following a motor vehicle stop
on Martine Avenue.

Monday, July 31, Carlos A. Pertez,
36, of Plainfield was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop, which re-
vealed an active Dunnellen warrant.

Monday, July 31, David D. Parker,
41, of Plainfield was arrested on an
active Seaside Heights warrant fol-
lowing a field investigation.

Tuesday, August 1, Quashon A.
Brooks, 18, of Plainfield was arrested
for an outstanding Plainfield warrant
following a motor vehicle stop on
Terrill Road.

Mountainside
Thursday, July 27, Maurice Z. Jor-

dan, Jr., 19, of Orange was arrested
and charged with receiving stolen
property, criminal mischief and ag-
gravated assault.

According to police, a computer
check on the license plate revealed
that the vehicle Jordan was driving
was stolen.

Police said they proceeded to pull
the vehicle over by pulling in front of
it in an attempt to prevent a pursuit.
The suspect then struck the police

vehicle in the rear in an attempt to
escape, but heavy traffic on Route 22
prevented the driver from being able
to escape, police said.

Police said an inspection of the
vehicle revealed the ignition was dam-
aged, as well as the passenger side
door lock.

A 16-year old juvenile from Or-
ange who was a passenger in the
vehicle was also arrested for posses-
sion of a concealed knife and bur-
glary tools, police said.

Saturday, July 29, James Westfield,
40, of North Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving with a sus-
pended license after his car became
disabled on Route 22.

Saturday, July 29, Ramiro A. Rojas,
26, of Naples, Fla., Juan C.
Sanchelparra, 21, of Elizabeth, Edwin
Gomez, 18, of Elizabeth and a 16-
year old juvenile were arrested and
charged with theft, criminal mischief
and possession of burglary tools.
According to police, upon respond-
ing to a Route 22 theater after being
advised by a witness of a motor ve-
hicle theft in progress, police ob-
served two black males inside a ve-
hicle attempting to steal it.

Police said the suspects, later iden-
tified as Rojas and a juvenile, then
exited the vehicle and were appre-
hended by police. An examination of
the vehicle revealed the dashboard to
be torn apart, police said.

According to police, another sto-
len vehicle was apprehended before
it could exit the parking lot and Gomez
and Sanchelparra were taken into
custody. The juvenile is being held at
the juvenile detention center in Eliza-
beth, while all other suspects are be-
ing held at the Union County Deten-
tion Center.

Westfield
Tuesday, July 25, Anthony Mazzilli,

18, of Mountainside and Joseph
Buontempo, 19, of Westfield were
arrested at Rahway Avenue and Bur-
gess Court and charged with criminal
mischief for allegedly driving a mo-
tor vehicle into portable toilets at a
Lamberts Mill Road field, knocking
them into a ditch. Both men were
released on their own recognizance
after being issued summonses.

Wednesday, July 26, Cedric Roach,
21, of Westfield was arrested at
Brightwood Avenue on an outstand-
ing criminal warrant out of Elizabeth
for $150. Roach was released after
posting bail.

Saturday, July 29, a resident of the
600 block of Norwood Drive reported
that the rear window on her motor
vehicle was shattered while the ve-
hicle was parked in the street in front
of her residence.

Saturday, July 29, a resident in the
1300 block of the Boulevard reported
that the rear window of his motor
vehicle was broken out while it was
parked in front of his home.

Saturday, July 29, a resident of the
700 block of Dorian Road reported
that the rear window on her automo-
bile was broken out while the car was
parked in front of her home.

Sunday, July 30, Donald Freiday,
21, of Asbury and a 17-year-old fe-
male passenger in his motor vehicle
were arrested and charged with pos-
session of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana after being stopped
in the 100 block of North Avenue.
The juvenile, a Kenilworth resident,
was released with a summons to a
parent. Freiday was released on his
own recognizance with a summons.

Sunday, July 30, a resident of the
1700 block of Boynton Avenue re-
ported that the rear window of his
automobile was smashed out by a
rock that was found on the rear floor
of the vehicle, which was parked in
front of his residence.
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Fanwood Planning Board
vations to his property at 453 Mid-
way Avenue. Board members cited a
“gross disregard” for procedure and
ordinance on Mr. Segal’s part when
he expanded his Cape Cod house into
a three-story structure without ob-
taining the proper permits or vari-
ances.

Neighbors voiced their objections
to the expansion at several board
meetings, claiming that it was too big
and incongruent with other homes in
their neighborhood. Neighbors and
board members also objected to a
four-foot-high retaining wall to the
rear of the property, which was con-
structed without variance approval
and without submitting an engineer-
ing plan.

Zoning Officer Nancy Koederitz
said Mr. Segal did not comply with
the board’s request to submit engi-
neering plans to safely dismantle the
retaining wall by the June 1 deadline.

Mr. Segal previously told The Times
that he was granted a building permit
and was not informed that he needed
variances by the construction depart-
ment.

Ms. Koederitz told the board that
Mr. Segal did not construct accord-
ing to the plans he submitted; he
instead expanded his house much
more extensively than what plans
had shown.

The issue of non-compliance will
now be sent back to the zoning of-
ficer for remedial action. Board
members discussed various remedies
that might be pursued, including the
possibility of the courts ordering Mr.
Segal to dismantle the non-approved
construction, which included the
addition of several bedrooms and
two decks.

Ms. Koederitz told The Times that
her department would issue its deci-
sion as to remedial action only after
the board votes on the resolution,
possibly at its next meeting.

Due to expansions of this type,
the board has commissioned a study
by its planning consultant, T & M
Associates, to study oversized

homes and devise an ordinance to
prevent them. Company represen-
tative Paul Ricci is expected to re-
port on this issue at the next board
meeting in August.

Neighbors of the Midway house
told The Times that they were not very
optimistic about the board’s denial.
Multiple neighbors said they doubted
whether the courts could do anything
at this point to remedy the situation.
Others questioned why Mr. Segal
needed five bedrooms and five bath-
rooms for his family of three people.

Mr. Segal, an immigration attor-
ney, previously told The Times that he
planned on having his elderly parents
move in with them.

Midway Avenue resident Geraldine
Inman, who lives two doors down
from Mr. Segal, said that his yard has
contained construction debris and has
lacked maintenance for four years,
making their neighborhood “look like
a slum.”

Marcia Gelfand, whose property
abuts Mr. Segal’s to the rear, said she
has endured this ordeal for four years
without any remedy by the board.
Regarding the board’s decision, she
said, “I will believe it when I see
changes.”

Neighborhood resident Richard
Leone said that it should not have
taken this long for a remedy to occur.
He said this situation almost “killed”
him and his neighbors due to “ex-
tremely hazardous conditions.”

He said that Mr. Segal knocked
down a large tree “perilously close”
to his house and that the retaining
wall was a hazard to Mr. Segal’s own
child, who plays in the yard. Mr.
Leone, an engineer, said that the wall
was engineered incorrectly and would
not hold up the cliff behind it. He said
that mud was seeping out from under
the wall into Mr. Segal’s first floor,
ruining the ecosystem of trees on the
property behind it.

The board will hold its next agenda
meeting on Monday, August 21 and
the next regular meeting will be on
Wednesday, August 30. Both meet-
ings will be held in the court cham-
bers at 7:30 p.m.
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NJ Property
Taxes

to take up the task.
Locally, State Senator Tom Kean,

Jr. of Westfield said he was “con-
cerned over what the governor said
and what he didn’t say” to legislators.

“First, the governor said he was
interested in the ‘modernization’ of
taxes in New Jersey, which is not the
same as saying he supports a reduc-
tion in taxes. There is nothing pro-
gressive or modern about raising the
sales tax to balance the state budget,”
Mr. Kean said.

“Secondly, the governor spent little
time talking about reducing the size
of government. Serious property-tax
reform in New Jersey cannot be-
come a reality unless we rein in the
size, the cost and the burden of state
spending as evidenced by the $8.9-
billion increase in the state budget
over the past five fiscal years,” Mr.
Kean said.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick told
The Westfield Leader the state legis-
lature is currently operating in a “cri-
sis mode” to move forward on prop-
erty tax reform. He said one area
where he believes additional funding
should go for is special education.

Mr. Bramnick said it was “sig-
nificant” that the legislature met in
the summer to discuss property tax
reform and that Governor Corzine
has put issues such as pensions,
government spending and consoli-
dation of services on the table for
discussion.

“I am convinced that there will be
some changes. Will that be enough? I
am very skeptical of that,” Mr.
Bramnick said.

Assemblyman Eric Muñoz, M.D.
said in a statement that he was “very
excited that we will now have the
opportunity to focus on this issue and
I hope this process will result in sub-
stantive, permanent property tax re-
lief for our homeowners.”
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Israeli Prime Minister’s
Brother Speaks at Emanu-El

By SARAH QUELLER
Specially Written for The Scotch-Plains Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD—Yossi Olmert,
Middle East scholar and brother of
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert,
spoke at “An Evening of Solidarity
with Israel” at Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield, Tuesday, August 1.

More than 600 local residents attended
the evening sponsored by the Jewish
Community Relations Council (JCRC)
of the Jewish Federation of Central New
Jersey. In addition to Mr. Olmert’s key-
note speech, many local government
officials pledged their support for Israel
in its war against Hezbollah.

Louis Beckerman, JCRC Co-Chair,
said Hezbollah has “no territorial
claims” and that the current conflict
is the longest sustained attack against
Israel since 1948.

JCRC Co-Chair Gordon Haas read
statements from Senators Frank
Lautenberg and Bob Menendez, who
both pledged their support for Israel.

Rabbi Douglas Sagal of Emanu-El
said that despite the “cloud of despair,
anxiety and concern that has envel-
oped us…to see us come together is
perhaps a sign of hope for our time.”

In a statement read by Stuart Rabner,
Governor Jon Corzine said, “We must
let the terrorists know we will not be
bullied… The United States must stand
firmly with Israel against terrorism.”

Rabbi Eric Yoffie, president of the
Union for Reform Judaism, presented
the evening’s remarks. According to
Rabbi Yoffie, 2,500 rockets have been
fired against Israel’s northern cities,
and 500,000 Israelis have been driven
from their homes.  Rabbi Yoffie said
Hezbollah’s attacks are unprovoked and
aimed at civilians.  “Hezbollah wants
Israel to be wiped off the map,” he said.

“If Israel is not just in this cause, then
no cause can ever be just.” Rabbi Yoffie
compared the attack on Pearl Harbor.
“The first responsibility of any govern-
ment is to protect its citizens.”

Congressman Mike Ferguson said
in a speech that Israel “has the abso-
lute right to protect herself like the
U.S. did after 9/11.”  He said Israel is

being careful and “only using a frac-
tion of her military potential,” while
Hezbollah “deliberately puts citizens
in harm’s way.”

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. and Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender both dis-
cussed their recent trips to Israel.  Mr.
Kean told the audience to “Stand up
to those who don’t stand with Israel.”

 Mr. Olmert relayed his brother’s
message: “We are going to defeat the
terrorists.”

Mr. Olmert discussed in his key-
note address the threat of Hamas and
Hezbollah to Israel.

Terrorists believed the Israeli gov-
ernment was weak and wouldn’t react,
he said. “We want to destroy the state
of the Hezbollah in Lebanon…for six
years they created a state of terrorism;
therefore, there [is] no choice.”

Mr. Olmert said Israel will not ac-
cept a ceasefire until Hezbollah is
destroyed. According to Olmert, 88
percent of Israelis currently support
their government.

“We have been there for 3,000 years,
we will be there for 3,000 more years
at least, long after Hamas and
Hezbollah have been thrown into the
dustbin of history,” Mr. Olmert said.

Audience member Bob Beller said he
felt “recognition of the just cause against
a terrorist threat against the existence of
Israel...I am proud to be here.”

Cranford resident Alan Barkin, presi-
dent of the Jewish Community Center
of Central NJ, said he was impressed by
the broad turnout and the “obvious
strong support from the community.”

CBI president Ira Smelkinson of
Westfield said it “underscores the deep
sense of support this Jewish commu-
nity has for the state of Israel.”

Executive Vice President of the
Jewish Federation of Central NJ
Stanley Stone said the program was
“pulled together in one week....This
is really a fight for world democracy.”

Elam Kott, vice president of the
Jewish Agency for Israel’s Education
Fund, said the audience was “moti-
vated and warm.” “People were speak-
ing from the heart,” he said.

WF Mayor Names Ad-Hoc
Land-Use Task Force

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday night’s
public meeting, Mayor Andy Skibitsky
named his land use task force in re-
sponse to planning board concerns
expressed by residents at the May 18
meeting of the Westfield Planning
Board regarding overdevelopment.

The planning board in May heard a
draft ordinance and subsequent public
comment concerning overdevelopment.
At Tuesday’s town council public ses-
sion, Mayor Skibitsky said residents at
the May meeting felt proposed changes
to the existing land use ordinance
“might be too limiting” and may “im-
pact one’s ability to expand and nega-
tively affect property values.”

In May, Planning Board Chairman
Robert Newell advised that the board
“not set forward the ordinance,” but
rather recommended“establishing a
committee and inviting architects, de-
velopers and realtors to look at this.”

Adhering to the board’s request,
Mayor Skibitsky subsequently named
an ad-hoc land use task force com-
prised of planning board members,
board of adjustment members, attor-
neys and other volunteers to study
overdevelopment.

The mayor reached out to 12 volun-
teers who “eagerly” agreed to join the
committee: Fourth Ward Councilman
Jim Foerst, chairman of the code re-
view and town property committee;
Second Ward Councilwoman Vickie
Kimmins; Bill Heinbokel and Frank
Smith from the board of adjustment;
Vince Wilt and Mr. Newell from the
planning board; Mary Stewart and
Anthony Cerami from the architec-
tural review board and at-large mem-
bers Vince Loughlin, the board of ad-
justment attorney serving as a volun-
teer, and architect Carol Hewitt.

Mr. Heinbokel will chair the com-
mittee, make overtures to groups, com-
pile input and build consensus.

The mayor said he wants to reach
out to concerned residents, local ar-
chitects, realtors, builders and town
professionals. No timeline has been
constructed, but the mayor said, “There
is a sense of urgency to do this quickly
and at the same time we have to make
sure we do it correctly. I’m very eager
to get started with this committee.”

He said he would meet with Mr.
Heinbokel “soon” to put a timeline
together.

The proposed ordinance calls for a
maximum of three habitable floors of
space, limits homes’ heights to 35 feet

and creates a sliding scale for homes
with smaller side yards to 32 feet.

According to Mr. Foerst, the ordi-
nance changes the definition of habit-
able FAR (floor-to-area ratio) to gross
FAR, thereby removing “technical
exclusions” to the size of homes, such
as attached garages, while excluding
porches, decks, gazebos, accessory
buildings, attic areas and basements.

“The goal of this committee,” the
mayor said last week, “is to identify
ways to promote architecture that is
sensitive to the character of our neigh-
borhoods, while being sensitive to hous-
ing trends and market values. With that
in mind, the second goal is to minimize
any unintended consequences to any
ordinances with respect to homeowners’
improving their homes’ market value.”

Mr. Foerst said, “This is not exactly
what the planning board recom-
mended. They basically wanted to keep
the whole thing to themselves and
review it and make their own review of
the issue and ordinance and put forth
their own proposition. I think based on
the town code it’s better for us to keep
it and for us to appoint the committee.

“I thought it was important to have
the architectural review board and the
board of adjustment because the board
of adjustment will be dealing with any
changes that are made and the plan-
ning board agrees to,” Mr. Foerst added.

Speaking following Tuesday’s pub-
lic meeting, Mr. Newell told The
Westfield Leader that he wants to
review Westfield’s land-use ordinance
and bring it up to date, but “there’s
not a whole lot we can do. We can’t
change what’s already allowed.”

Mr. Newell described the group’s
mission as “nebulous” at the current
point but said the “big issue is scale
more than anything.” He said once the
ordinance is properly defined and
contextualized, the committee’s job is
then to use the law to achieve its goals.

“We don’t really even know what it
(the ordinance) is,” Mr. Newell said.
“Jim Foerst tried to describe it, tried
to identify it, but I didn’t think it was
adequately presented.”

At Tuesday’s meeting, the mayor
said the task force’s job is to preserve
the town’s neighborhoods and
homeowners’ ability to expand and
property rights, while striking a bal-
ance between growth, character, prop-
erty values, property rights and pres-
ervation of quality of life. The mayor
instructed those who would like to
contact the taskforce to e-mail
landuse@westfieldnj.gov.
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FOOD AND FLOWERS...Scotch Plains shoppers find both food and flowers at
the weekly farmers’ market, held each Saturday during the summer in the
municipal parking lot on Park Avenue.

Rotary Club Holds
Internet Safety Prog.
SCOTCH PLAINS – Karen

Positan, Assistant Public Information
Officer for the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, presented a cyber
safety program to the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Rotary Club at its
Wednesday meeting. Co-presenter
Sergeant Andre Banks, supervisor of
the prosecutor’s office High Tech
Unit, is regarded as forensics expert.

The cyber safety presentation was
targeted to alert adults of various
online dangers and to educate them
on how to keep their children and
their families safe. The program fo-
cused on the danger of cyber preda-
tors — a great threat to vulnerable
children online.

Sgt. Banks and Ms. Positan col-
laborated to alert students, parents
and educators of these online risks
and to offer tips on how to minimize
the risk. The most important tip they
offered was that children should never
physically meet someone they met
online unless they are accompanied
by a trusted adult.
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READY TO RUN...More than 1,500 runners participated in Westfield’s annual
5K run, sponsored by the DWC and held last Wednesday. (top) Participants take
off down East Broad Street in Westfield at the start of the race (bottom)  A crowd
gathers on Elm Street to welcome runners at the finish line.


