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POLICE BLOTTERSP-F BOE Selects New
Superintendent of Schools

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Described by
board president Thomas Russo as “the
cream of the crop,” Assistant Superin-
tendent for Curriculum and Instruction
Margaret W. Hayes was announced as
the new superintendent for the district
at the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education (BOE) meeting last Thurs-
day evening, July 27.

Ms. Hayes’ appointment includes a
starting salary of
$175,000 per year, begins
September 1 and extends
through June 30, 2011.

Mr. Russo paid tribute
to outgoing Superinten-
dent Carol Choye, who
served as superintendent
for 13 years and “did an
incredible job.”

“Dr. Choye has been a
good friend to all of us –
the staff and, most impor-
tantly, the kids,” he said.

Board member Donald Parisi ad-
dressed Ms. Choye and said, “Every
single time I heard you speak, I can’t
remember an occasion when you spoke
about you. You never did that.”

The board moved to name the high-
school media center in her name and
will hold a ceremony in September.

“I want to thank all of you. It’s really
embarrassing to take credit for who
you are and what you have done. These
years have been a dream for any super-
intendent,” Ms. Choye said. “This bus,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood commu-
nity, is going in the right direction.”

Mr. Russo announced Ms. Hayes’
unanimous appointment. He said the
board received 25 resumes from people
within the district, from New Jersey

and as far as Tennessee and Kentucky.
“We know (Ms. Hayes’) work ethic;

she is almost always the last person to
leave the building,” he said.

Ms. Hayes said, “I would not be
able to be in this position without the
coaching of Dr. Choye. She assured
me I would be making the right deci-
sion to come here (four years ago). I
hope that I am able to accomplish half
of what you have, Carol.”

The board passed multiple con-
tracts with the UCESC,
most of which involved
“non-public school fund-
ing.” Under this motion
were non-public school
nursing services, auxil-
iary and handicapped ser-
vices for students who
attend non-public
schools, non-public tech-
nology program, profes-
sional services for child
study teams and the
IDEA-B funds (non-pub-

lic school Individual with Disabili-
ties Education Act – B Initiative).

Trip Whitehouse, vice president of
the board, voted against each of the
UCESC contract proposals. Sasha
Slocum voted against one item – the
non-public technology program. All
other members of the board voted in
favor of the contracts with the UCESC,
and the motion passed.

Former board president Linda
Nelson said voting against this motion
would not solve the non-public school
funding problem. She recommended
that members take up grievances with
the funding “through other channels.”

She said that voting ‘no’ would
make it more difficult for the district
to receive funding from the state.
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Westfield
Tuesday, July 25, Anthony Mazzilli,

18, of Mountainside and Joseph
Buontempo, 19, of Westfield were ar-
rested at Rahway Avenue and Burgess
Court and charged with criminal mischief
for allegedly driving a motor vehicle into
portable toilets at a Lamberts Mill Road
field, knocking them into a ditch. Both
men were released on their own recogni-
zance after being issued summonses.

Wednesday, July 26, Cedric Roach,
21, of Westfield was arrested at
Brightwood Avenue on an outstanding
criminal warrant out of Elizabeth for $150.
Roach was released after posting bail.

Saturday, July 29, a resident of the 600
block of Norwood Drive reported that the
rear window on her motor vehicle was
shattered while the vehicle was parked in
the street in front of her residence.

Saturday, July 29, a resident of the 1300
block of the Boulevard reported that the rear
window of his motor vehicle was broken
out while it was parked in front of his home.

Saturday, July 29, a resident of the 700
block of Dorian Road reported the rear
window of her automobile was broken out
while it was parked in front of her home.

Sunday, July 30, Donald Freiday, 21,
of Asbury and a 17-year-old female pas-
senger in his motor vehicle were arrested
and charged with possession of less than
50 grams of suspected marijuana after
being stopped in the 100 block of North
Avenue. The juvenile, a Kenilworth resi-
dent, was released with a summons to a
parent. Freiday was released on his own
recognizance with a summons.

Sunday, July 30, a resident of the 1700
block of Boynton Avenue reported that
the rear window of his automobile was
smashed out by a rock that was found on
the rear floor of the vehicle, which was
parked in front of his residence.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, July 26, a resident of East

Second Street reported that someone en-
tered his shed and removed copper wire
valued at $5,000. Police said there was
evidence of forced entry.

Wednesday, July 26, a resident of
Westfield Road reported that someone
removed items from his vehicle while it
was parked in the Park Avenue municipal
lot. The victim stated that the items re-
moved were valued at $100.

Thursday, July 27, a resident of Raritan
Road reported that someone damaged his
mailbox. Police said it appeared a vehicle
caused the damage.

Friday, July 28, a resident of Lake
Avenue reported being the victim of ha-
rassment, stating that someone called her
several times on the telephone.

Saturday, July 29, a resident of Henry
Street reported suspicious activity in his
neighborhood. Police discovered minor
damage to the street and a telephone pole.

Sunday, July 30, Darion Avrette, 40, of
South Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop, which revealed an
outstanding Somerville, Conn. warrant.
The suspect was processed and trans-
ported to the Union County jail.

Fanwood
Tuesday, July 25, Russell James, 54, of

Irvington was arrested when a motor ve-
hicle stop on South Avenue revealed an
outstanding Essex County warrant.

Wednesday, July 26, Filicia J. Jamison-
Davis, 25, of Linden was arrested when a

motor vehicle stop on South Avenue re-
vealed an outstanding East Orange warrant.

Wednesday, July 26, Tia A. Reid, 33,
of Roselle was arrested on an outstanding
Fanwood warrant following a motor ve-
hicle stop on Third Street.

Thursday, July 27, Phyllis Staten, 57, of
Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding
Fanwood warrant after a field investigation.

Saturday, July 29, Bruce K. Boone, 47,
of Elizabeth was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road, which
revealed numerous outstanding warrants
out of Elizabeth and Newark.

Saturday, July 29, Mark C. Eilam, 50,
of Piscataway was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI),
refusal to submit to a breathalyzer test and
possession of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS) following a motor vehicle
stop on Martine Avenue.

Monday, July 31, Carlos A. Pertez, 36,
of Plainfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop, which revealed an
active Dunnellen warrant.

Monday, July 31, David D. Parker, 41, of
Plainfield was arrested on an active Seaside
Heights warrant after a field investigation.

Tuesday, August 1, Quashon A.
Brooks, 18, of Plainfield was arrested for
an outstanding Plainfield warrant follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Mountainside
Thursday, July 27, Maurice Z. Jordan,

Jr., 19, of Orange was arrested and charged
with receiving stolen property, criminal
mischief and aggravated assault.

According to police, a computer check
on the license plate revealed that the ve-
hicle Jordan was driving was stolen.

Police said they proceeded to pull the
vehicle over by pulling in front of it in an
attempt to prevent a pursuit. The suspect
then struck the police vehicle in the rear in
an attempt to escape, but heavy traffic on
Route 22 prevented the driver from being
able to escape, police said.

Police said an inspection of the vehicle
revealed the ignition was damaged, as
well as the passenger side door lock.

A 16-year old juvenile from Orange
who was a passenger in the vehicle was
also arrested for possession of a concealed
knife and burglary tools, police said.

Saturday, July 29, James Westfield, 40,
of North Plainfield was arrested and charged
with driving with a suspended license after
his car became disabled on Route 22.

Saturday, July 29, Ramiro A. Rojas,
26, of Naples, Fla., Juan C. Sanchelparra,
21, of Elizabeth, Edwin Gomez, 18, of
Elizabeth and a 16-year old juvenile were
arrested and charged with theft, criminal
mischief and possession of burglary tools.
According to police, upon responding to
a Route 22 theater after being advised by
a witness of a motor vehicle theft in
progress, police observed two black males
inside a vehicle attempting to steal it.

Police said the suspects, later identified
as Rojas and a juvenile, then exited the
vehicle and were apprehended by police.
An examination of the vehicle revealed the
dashboard to be torn apart, police said.

According to police, another stolen
vehicle was apprehended before it could
exit the parking lot and Gomez, and
Sanchelparra were taken into custody.
The juvenile is being held at the juvenile
detention center in Elizabeth, while all
other suspects are being held at the Union
County Detention Center.

25th Anniversary Special

Short Hills
Kings Shopping Center

Manalapan
Galleria Shopping Center

973.376.2450 732.462.3898
www.bellini.com

Timeless Styling and Quality That Lasts...
That’s Why Customers Keep Coming Back to Bellini.

Business

Embroidery Customer

Of  The Week

Town Embroidery
102 Quimby Street

908 233 -1221
www.townembroidery.com

Scott Edmonds
The Flower Zone

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
READY TO RUN...More than 1500 runners participated in Westfield’s annual 5K run, sponsored by the DWC and held last Wednesday. (left to right)  A crowd gathers
to welcome runners at the finish line; A tiny BMW mingles with pedestrians on East Broad Street; A runner receives a massage on Quimby Street; A contingent of
runners with strollers begin the race.
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Overdevelopment Committee
maximum of three habitable floors of
space, limits homes’ heights to 35 feet
and creates a sliding scale for homes
with smaller side yards to 32 feet.

According to Mr. Foerst, the ordi-
nance changes the definition of habit-
able FAR (floor-to-area ratio) to gross
FAR, thereby removing “technical
exclusions” to the size of homes, such
as attached garages, while excluding
porches, decks, gazebos, accessory
buildings, attic areas and basements.

“The goal of this committee,” the
mayor said last week, “is to identify
ways to promote architecture that is
sensitive to the character of our neigh-
borhoods, while being sensitive to hous-
ing trends and market values. With that
in mind, the second goal is to minimize
any unintended consequences to any
ordinances with respect to homeowners’
improving their homes’ market value.”

Mr. Foerst said, “This is not exactly
what the planning board recom-
mended. They basically wanted to keep
the whole thing to themselves and
review it and make their own review of
the issue and ordinance and put forth
their own proposition. I think based on
the town code it’s better for us to keep
it and for us to appoint the committee.

“I thought it was important to have
the architectural review board and the
board of adjustment because the board
of adjustment will be dealing with any
changes that are made and the plan-
ning board agrees to,” Mr. Foerst added.

Speaking following Tuesday’s pub-
lic meeting, Mr. Newell told The
Westfield Leader that he wants to
review Westfield’s land-use ordinance
and bring it up to date, but “there’s
not a whole lot we can do. We can’t
change what’s already allowed.”

Mr. Newell described the group’s
mission as “nebulous” at the current
point but said the “big issue is scale
more than anything.” He said once the
ordinance is properly defined and
contextualized, the committee’s job is
then to use the law to achieve its goals.

“We don’t really even know what it

(the ordinance) is,” Mr. Newell said.
“Jim Foerst tried to describe it, tried
to identify it, but I didn’t think it was
adequately presented.”

At Tuesday’s meeting, the mayor
said the task force’s job is to preserve
the town’s neighborhoods and
homeowners’ ability to expand and
property rights, while striking a bal-
ance between growth, character, prop-
erty values, property rights and pres-
ervation of quality of life. The mayor
instructed those who would like to
contact the taskforce to e-mail
landuse@westfieldnj.gov.

told the council that the taskforce’s job
is to negotiate the impact of new homes
that “push the envelope too far.”

He said these new homes do not
violate any existing building laws or
require variances, “but many would
agree they have altered the fabric of
the neighborhood.” (For more infor-
mation, see front-page story.)

First Ward Councilman Peter
Echausse presented on second read-
ing several ordinances amending fees
on which the town has oversight. Mr.
Echausse, finance policy committee
chairman, said the ordinances would

increase revenue to the town by in-
creasing the limousine license fee
from $10 to $50, the application fee
to film in the town from $50 to $100
and the per-day filming fee on town
right-of-way from $500 to $1,000.

Mr. Echausse said the rise in the
application fee and filming fee only
pertains to big commercial vendors,
not to local residents.

Concerning sidewalk cafés, one or-
dinance adopts a model closer to
Summit’s, whereby Westfield would
abandon its flat fee and use a per-seat
fee. The cost would be $100 per year for
a restaurant with one to 10 seats. The
cost would be $250 for establishments
offering 11 to 25 seats, $350 for 26 to 50
chairs and $425 for those that seat more
than 50 people. The original flat permit
fee for sidewalk cafés cost $100 a year.

Fourth Ward Councilman Tom
Bigosinski read an ordinance designed
to secure construction sites by mandat-
ing that a contractor construct a six-foot
chain-linked fence around a site.

The council approved demolitions
for single family dwellings located at
930 Coolidge Street, 12 North Wickom
Drive, 737 Prospect Street, 885 East
Broad Street, 830 Kimball Avenue, 808
Lawrence Avenue, 696 Rahway Av-
enue, 1423 East Broad Street and 321
Brightwood Avenue, a one-car detached
garage at 528 Boulevard, a two-car
detached garage at 505 Parkview Av-
enue and a single family with detached
garage at 628 Downer Street.

Erratum
A front-page article in The Westfield

Leader last week should have stated
that tax bills in Scotch Plains are due
August 21. Bills are normally due Au-
gust 10. The article reversed these dates.
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Westfield Town Council

students, will be comprised of all
kindergarteners in the district, three
pre-kindergarten rooms, a transitional
kindergarten room and the district’s
leaps and bounds program for autis-
tic children.

The new center would cost the dis-
trict approximately $5.8 million but
would first need to be approved by the
public through a bond referendum.
Pending approval, the center is sched-
uled for completion by September 2008.

“This motion puts the state on no-
tice of plan review,” Mr. Foley said.

Mr. Berman said that the district
needs approval 60 days before the
referendum date and another 90 days
for the state to approve the plan.

He also said the state selects five dates
throughout the year when school dis-
tricts can request a bond referendum. As
a result of the Roosevelt School plan
being tabled, the board is considering
holding the referendum in January 2007.

Mr. Foley confirmed that this exten-
sion would not interfere with plans for
construction. He also told The Westfield
Leader that should the Lincoln School
facility be occupied until June 30,
2007 by Hillcrest Academy, the plan
would still be to open the early child-
hood center in September 2008.

in his seventh year. Sergeants are paid
$80,659, lieutenants $87,747, and
captains $94,824.

Mr. Gildea said the town is “still
exploring” its options on salary in-
creases for cops whether it be through
“flat dollar” increases, annual per-
centage increases and percentage in-
creases of salaries.

Like the FMBA contract, the town
is seeking employee contributions for
health care and to switch from tradi-
tional to PPO insurance plans in the
PBA and Teamsters contracts. Salary
increases are also an issue in both
contracts. Mr. Gildea said Teamsters
members are also looking for health
coverage beyond age 65.

Public works employees are paid
hourly between $13.66 and $26 de-
pending where they are in the 11-step
salary guide, which equates between
$28,000 and $54,000, based on a 40-
hour-work week. Engineering profes-
sional staffers are salaried employees
and earn between $31,383 and $56,825.

The town is eying either a four-
contract with the FMBA and three or
four year agreements with both the
PBA and Teamsters.

where he believes additional funding
should go for is special education.

Mr. Bramnick said it was “signifi-
cant” that the legislature met in the
summer to discuss property tax re-
form and that Governor Corzine has
put issues such as pensions, govern-
ment spending and consolidation of
services on the table for discussion.

“I am convinced that there will be
some changes. Will that be enough? I
am very skeptical of that,” he said.

Assemblyman Eric Muñoz, M.D.
said in a statement that he was “very
excited that we will now have the
opportunity to focus on this issue and
I hope this process will result in sub-
stantive, permanent property tax re-
lief for our homeowners.”
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FIRE SAFETY…Children in the Jefferson School Summer Playground receive
a visit from Westfield Fire Department on Tuesday.
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Israeli Prime Minister’s
Brother Speaks at Emanu-El

By SARAH QUELLER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Yossi Olmert,
Middle East Scholar and brother of
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert,
spoke at “An Evening of Solidarity
with Israel” at Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield, Tuesday, August 1.

More than 600 local residents at-
tended the evening sponsored by the
Jewish Community Relations Coun-
cil (JCRC) of the Jewish Federation of
Central New Jersey. In addition to Mr.
Olmert’s keynote speech, government
officials pledged their support for Is-
rael in its war against Hezbollah.

Louis Beckerman, JCRC Co-Chair,
said Hezbollah has “no territorial claims”
and that the current conflict is the longest
sustained attack against Israel since 1948.

JCRC Co-Chair Gordon Haas read
statements from Senators Frank
Lautenberg and Bob Menendez, who
both pledged their support for Israel.

Rabbi Douglas Sagal of Emanu-El
said that despite the “cloud of despair,
anxiety and concern that has envel-
oped us…to see us come together is
perhaps a sign of hope for our time.”

In a statement read by Stuart Rabner,
Governor Jon Corzine said, “We must
let the terrorists know we will not be
bullied…The United States must stand
firmly with Israel against terrorism.”

Rabbi Eric Yoffie, president of the
Union for Reform Judaism, presented
the evening’s remarks. He said 2,500
rockets have been fired against Israel’s
northern cities, and 500,000 Israelis
have been driven from their homes. He
said Hezbollah’s attacks are unprovoked
and aimed at civilians. “Hezbollah wants
Israel to be wiped off the map,” he said.

“If Israel is not just in this cause, then
no cause can ever be just.” Rabbi Yoffie
compared the attack to Pearl Harbor.
“The first responsibility of any govern-
ment is to protect its citizens.”

Congressman Mike Ferguson said
Israel “has the absolute right to protect
herself like the US did after 9/11.” He
said Israel is being careful and “only
using a fraction of her military poten-
tial,” while Hezbollah “deliberately
puts citizens in harm’s way.”

Senator Tom  Kean, Jr. and Assem-

blywoman Linda Stender both dis-
cussed their recent trips to Israel.  Mr.
Kean told the audience to “Stand up
to those who don’t stand with Israel.”

 Mr. Olmert relayed his brother’s
message: “We are going to defeat the
terrorists.”

Mr. Olmert discussed in his key-
note address the threat of Hamas and
Hezbollah to Israel.  He said terror-
ists believed the Israeli government
was weak and wouldn’t react. “We
want to destroy the state of the
Hezbollah in Lebanon…for six years
they created a state of terrorism; there-
fore, there [is] no choice.”

He said Israel will not accept a
ceasefire until Hezbollah is destroyed.
He said 88 percent of Israelis cur-
rently support their government.

“We have been there for 3,000 years,
we will be there for 3,000 more years at
least, long after Hamas and Hezbollah
have been thrown into the dustbin of
history,” concluded Mr. Olmert.

Cranford resident Alan Barkin, presi-
dent of the Jewish Community Center
of Central NJ, said he was impressed by
the broad turnout and the “obvious
strong support from the community.”

CBI president Ira Smelkinson of
Westfield said it “underscores the deep
sense of support this Jewish commu-
nity has for the state of Israel.”

Executive Vice President of the
Jewish Federation of Central NJ
Stanley Stone said the program was
“pulled together in one week...This is
really a fight for world democracy.”

Elam Kott, vice president of the
Jewish Agency for Israel’s Education
Fund, said the audience was “moti-
vated and warm.”

“People were speaking from the
heart,” he said.

Margaret W. Hayes


