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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WHS Boosters To Honor
‘GK’ With Stadium Plaques

BELFORD CRACKS TWO-RUN HR, BAYARD RAPS 3 RBI

Dayton Bulldog Nine Surge
To Halt SP-F Raiders, 18-12

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hitting the long ball was not a scar-
city for the Jonathan Dayton Bull-
dogs, who benefited from an error and
a grand slam home run in the seventh
inning to overcome the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School baseball team,
18-12, in Scotch Plains on April 13.

Raider starter Josh Decker yielded
seven runs on seven hits and walked
two batters in two-and-two third in-
nings. Dave Belford relieved and
tossed three-and a-third strong in-
nings before running out of gas.

“They did a good job hitting the
baseball. We put ourselves into a big
hole to start the game and not too
many times you are going to come
back from an seven-run deficit,” said
Raider Head Coach Tom Baylock.
“We battled back and had a little fight
in us. We took a lead after six but then
it fell their way. Give credit to them,
they did a good job.”

The 4-2 Raiders powered 16 hits.
Greg Bayard (3-for-4, 1 run scored, 3
RBI) Dave Belford (2-for-3, RBI, 2-
run home run) and John Mineo (3-
for-5, 2 RBI) led the offense. The 4-
1 Bulldogs pounded 20 hits, includ-
ing homers by Matt Harman, Joe
Furnaguera and Jake Floyd.

The Raiders executed three fine
defensive plays. Catcher James
Dinizo kept the Raiders in the game
by firing out two knockout plays.

The Bulldogs set the stage in the
top of the first inning on Harman’s

three-run homer. The Raiders an-
swered with a run in the second when
Chris Kolb singled, swiped second
and scored on Bayard’s single.

In the third, the Bulldogs pounded
five runs. Furnaguera hammered a three-
run homer to center. Dan Shabat drilled
an RBI single and Furnaguera, in his
second plate appearance, yanked an
RBI double extending the lead to 8-1.

The Raiders managed a run in the
fourth when Chris Kolb walked,
swiped second and scored on
Belford’s single. Two Bulldogs
crossed the plate in the fifth but three
Raiders scored in the bottom of the
inning. Mike Rusin out-hustled the
throw to first, Mineo plopped a single
to right and Kolb ripped the ball to
center to load the pods. Perez ham-
mered a two-run liner to center and
Bayard trashed an RBI single.

Dayton threatened in the sixth with
two hits but Bayard, Perez and Kolb
combined to put out the fire with a
fine double play.

Nine Raiders stepped to the plate
and exploded with seven runs in the
sixth to grab a 12-11 lead. Jeff Bell
led off with a single, Dinizo spanked
a double to center and Mineo bashed
a two-run double to center. Next,
Jimmy Fox whacked an RBI single,
Perez lined a single and Bayard
smashed a two-run single. Belford
strutted to the dish and muscled a
two-run homer over the leftfield fence.

In the seventh however, the snarl-
ing Bulldogs scored seven runs, be-

ginning with a hit batter, an infield
miscue, a bloop single, a two-run
double and an RBI. Floyd later nailed
a grand slam to center.

“We have two home losses right now,
both on this field,” concluded Baylock.
“We scored 12 runs in both games and
we lost. We need to do a better job of
keeping our opponent under 10.”
Dayton 305 120 7 18
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 010 137 0 12

Softball Raiders Nip
Watchung Hills, 3-2

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School softball team scored twice in
the fifth inning to provide enough
cushion to nip Watchung Hills, 3-2,
in Scotch Plains on April 12. Nicole
Colinari ripped an RBI triple and
Melissa Sette followed with an RBI
single in the inning.

This Saturday morning Gary Kehler
Stadium will once again be the place
to be when, at 10:30, two beautiful
new plaques will be officially “un-
veiled” to once again honor the leg-
endary former WHS football, wres-
tling and golf coach.

More than any one person, or 10
people for that matter, Gary Kehler’s
name is synonymous with Westfield
athletics. During his quarter century
coaching WHS sports, Kehler pro-
duced teams and athletes that were
always among the state’s best. But it
was in football that the protégé of
former Hackettstown High coach Chot
Morrison truly earned his stripes, and
it will be at the Park Formerly Known
as Recreation Field that the Westfield
High School Booster Club will once
again honor Kehler.

(Since Recreation Field was re-
named Gary Kehler Stadium on Oct.
30, 1993, The Den has stubbornly
continued to call it Recreation Field at
Gary Kehler Stadium. But now and
forever more, it shall be known as
Gary Kehler Stadium!)

There are two large plaques that
will hang on the wall outside the press
box, one saying “Gary Kehler Sta-
dium” and the other listing some of
the outstanding numbers produced by
Kehler’s 22 football teams — the 48-
game unbeaten streak, the eight sec-
tional championship years and the
No. 1-ranked teams.

A huge turnout is anticipated and
hopefully most will hang around to
watch the WHS boys lacrosse team as
it hosts Randolph in an 11 a.m. match.
(Ironically, it was Randolph’s football
team, which broke WHS’s state record
for consecutive games without a loss.)

CIRCUIT BREAKER
Mike Murray came into this base-

ball season with 11 career home runs,
tied for the all-time lead at WHS with
Jay Cook. Monday at Union, Murray
broke the tie. Broke? Crushed might
be a better word. The senior catcher’s
two-run shot in his last at-bat might
have been the longest home run The
Den has ever seen — including games
at the Polo Grounds, Ebbets Field,
and Shea and Yankee stadiums! It
easily cleared the 50-foot incline in
deepest right-center field, went over
the trees on the top of the hill and
seemed to land in the parking lot of
the Huck Finn Diner on Morris Ave. “I
think it might’ve been the farthest ball
I’ve ever hit,” Murray said, adding,
“and it was off a curveball too. And
getting a win over Union always puts
a smile on your face.”

MEAT OF THE SEASON
This week starts a brutal three-week

schedule for the WHS boys tennis
team. In dual meets, coach George
Kapner’s team will face Millburn to-

day, home at 4 p.m., Columbia, May
2, home, 4 p.m., and Hillsborough,
May 4, home, 4 p.m.

There is also a three-weekend sched-
ule of tournaments that will definitely
get the undefeated WHS boys tennis
team well prepared for the end of the
season. The Devils handled
Bridgewater and Livingston last week,
and looked pretty solid in doing so.
Since Bridgewater is the team that
eliminated WHS in the sectional final
last year, and since Livingston is al-
ways a tough team to beat, it was a
good sign.

This Saturday WHS will compete at
the Bryan Bennett Memorial Tourna-
ment, hosted by Delbarton in Morris
Township. The 12-team field includes
nine teams ranked in the state Top 20
— WHS, Bridgewater, Cherry Hill
East, Delbarton, Newark Academy,
East Brunswick, Holmdel, Millburn
and Moorestown — plus three teams
on the edge—Cumberland,
Hillsborough, Livingston.

The following Saturday, after the
county championships on April 27-
28, WHS will host the Westfield Invi-
tational at the Westfield Tennis Club
on Chestnut Street. WHS, Summit,
Governor Livingston and New Provi-
dence are the four teams.

And on May 6-7, WHS is entered in
the always-strong Newark Academy
Invitational. At press time, the field
had not been finalized, but it will
likely include many of the teams com-
peting at Delbarton.

Speaking of the WHS team, it is a
measure of the team’s strength that
captain Lee Bernstein, a county cham-
pion at first doubles last year, has only
been in one match so far. “Our chal-
lenge matches, especially at doubles,
are unbelievable,” coach George
Kapner said. “We actually have four
doubles teams that are almost equal.
The challenge matches are usually
like 6-4, 6-4.”

Jack Trimble and Dean Thompson
have been the No. 1 doubles team,
with Evan Eisenberg and Matt Gralla
most often at No. 2 doubles. But
Bernstein and Jon Ramalho, or Greg
Luppescu and Akif Evangelidis have
been solid when they won the chal-
lenges. Singles has been sophomores
Kevin Shallcross and Ravi Netravali,
and freshman James Chu. The only
senior in the first 11 is Bernstein.

“And there’s a couple more really
outstanding eighth graders coming in
next year,” Kapner said.

REST IN PEACE
Doug Carver was a tough-as-nails

basketball player. He set a pick, and
the defensive guy was picked. He
boxed you out, and the rebound was
his. Not a spectacular player, Carver
was a key player on WHS teams that

went 44-6 during his sophomore and
junior years. He scored 104 points as
a sophomore in 1962 as WHS reached
the state Group 4 final before losing to
Weequahic, 55-52. He had 100 more
as a junior when WHS won the Union
County Tournament title with a team
that featured Bob King and Bob Felter,
two of the school’s three 1,000-point
career scorers.

After his parents died in a plane
crash, Carver transferred to the Hill
School in Pennsylvania, where he
again starred on the basketball team.
He later graduated from Stanford and
had an eclectic life that ended on April
8 in Berkeley, Calif., when he lost a
30-plus year battle with the side ef-
fects of Hodgkin’s Disease therapy.

Married with four children, contri-
butions can be sent to The Carver
Children Education Fund, P.O. Box
1979, Oakland, Calif. 94604.

Mike Cowles, Carver’s good friend,
has kept me aware of what was hap-
pening with Doug as he lay in a Cali-
fornia hospital bed battling his ill-
ness. “I was talking to Doug one day
and he said he remembered you,”
Cowles wrote in an email. “He said
you had black horn-rimmed glasses,
were a good shooter and played de-
fense like Bill Schutsky.”

(To those who don’t know how huge
of a compliment that is, let’s just say
that Bill Schutsky was a 6-foot-3 de-
fensive wizard for then-Hillside coach
Rollie Massimino. When you were
guarded by Schutsky, you earned ev-
ery point. He later starred at West
Point under a young coach named
Bobby Knight.)

Another key part of my life at ages
15-19 was singer-songwriter Gene
Pitney, who had many top hits for
himself — The Man Who Shot Lib-
erty Valance, Mecca, (I’m Gonna)
Love My Life Away — and for others,
like the Crystals (He’s a Rebel), Bobby
Vee (Rubber Ball) and Rick Nelson
(Hello Mary Lou). Pitney died on
April 5 after a performance in Cardiff,
England. He was 65.

B-B-B-B-B-BUNT?
There was a reported sighting of a

bunt during a WHS baseball game
against Linden last week. The uncon-
firmed rumors said that designated
hitter Dave Kaplow, a day after get-
ting three hits, laid down a bunt with
a runner on second base. As if to prove
The Den’s theory that good things
happen when you bunt, the ball was
thrown away at first base and the
WHS runner scored.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
scholastic sports season. Contact us
with comments, suggestions, story
ideas or trivia questions at
bj1019@aol.com. Go Devils!

Softball Raiders Blank
Lady Minutemen, 6-0
The 7-0 Scotch Plains-Fanwood

High School softball team shut out
visiting Elizabeth, 6-0, on April 17.
Elaine Piniat tossed a no-hitter,
fanned 16 and walked none. Lauren
Mains cracked a two-run triple.
Nicole Colineri had two hits.

The Raiders will face Nutley in
the first round of the Linden Classic
at Trembley Field this Saturday,
April 22, at 5 p.m. A second game
will begin at 7 p.m.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE HOME RUN TROT…Raider Dave Belford is greeted by Head Coach Tom Baylock as he rounds third after hitting
a two-run homer against the Dayton Bulldogs.

WESTFIELD $475,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $629,000

WESTFIELD $845,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $550,000

WESTFIELD $2,500,000

FANWOOD $485,000

Charming abode has a sun-filled interior with a Living Room with
bay window, Formal Dining Room with sliding glass door to deck
and fenced yard, nice-sized Bedrooms, Kitchen with breakfast bar,
ample closet space and a marvelous ‘go everywhere’ location!

Move-in condition expanded home with many updates which include
a roomy Eat-In Kitchen with granite countertops and center island,
updated baths, finished basement with full bath, 4 Bedrooms and 3
full baths.

Move right into this all pristine Ranch featuring an all new Kitchen,
new heating and Central Air Conditioning, basement just finished
as mini-apartment.  Perfect setup for parent living with you.

Spacious home on 1/3 acre.  Features wonderful amenities includ-
ing Central Air Conditioning, fireplace, 2 full baths, cathedral ceil-
ing and hardwood floors throughout.  Lovingly maintained and ready
for you!  Not a drive by.

Spacious 4 Bedroom, 2.1 bath home with hardwood floors, Central
Air Conditioning and other updates including a new Kitchen, HWH
and ceramic tile in entrance foyer.  Close to schools, train and park.

Completion nears for the ultimate in architectural hand crafted
detail.  Pinnacle of the Primavera collection is a breathtaking tribute
to unrivaled beauty that surpasses them all.


