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William H. Sumner, Jr., 78, Executive;
Founded Flintlocks to Support BSA

Gayl A. Tiedeman, 61
Gayl A. Cummings Tiedeman, 61,

of Westfield died on Monday, April
10, at her home.

Born and raised in Dike, Iowa, she
formerly lived in Stewartville, Minn.
for 25 years and in Branson, Mo. for
15 years, coming to Westfield a year
and a half ago.

A registered nurse for 38 years,
Mrs. Tiedeman had worked at Skaggs
Community Hospital in Branson for
10 years. Prior to that, she had been
with the Mayo Clinic in Rochester,
Minn. for 25 years.

She was a graduate of the St. Luke’s
Hospital School of Nursing in Cedar
Rapids, Iowa.

Mrs. Tiedeman was a member of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield.

Surviving are a daughter and son-
in-law, Julie and Ron Kropp, with
whom she lived; a son and daughter-
in-law, Greg and Kathy Hammond of
Loveland, Colo., and three grand-
children, Brittany, Brendan and
Connor Kropp.

Interment took place on Tuesday,
April 18, in the family plot in Dike,
Iowa. A memorial service will be
held at 1 p.m. tomorrow, Friday, April
21, at The Presbyterian Church.

Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Inflamma-
tory Breast Cancer Research Founda-
tion, 321 High School Road NE, No.
149, Bainbridge Island, Wash. 98110.
The organization also may be con-
tacted through www.ibcresearch.org.
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Thomas D. Crittenden, Was Innovator
In Insurance-Reinsurance Industry

William Howard “Bill” Sumner,
Jr., 78, of Cranford passed away on
Wednesday, April 12, at Overlook
Hospital in Summit after an extended
illness.

Born on September 28, 1927 in
Mount Airy, Surry County, N.C., he
was the son of the late William Howard
and Josie Duncan Sumner. He lived
in Cranford for 44 years.

Mr. Sumner had been employed as
a marketing executive with Johnson
and Johnson Pharmaceuticals in New
Brunswick for 30 years before retir-
ing in 1985.

He graduated from North Carolina
State University with a bachelor’s
degree in engineering.

A United States Army veteran of
World War II, he served in Japan in
the Army of Occupation.

Mr. Sumner was a member of the
Terrill Road Baptist Church in Scotch
Plains, where he was chairman of the
Finance Committee and a member of
the Board of Trustees. For many years
he also was a volunteer for Mobile
Meals, delivering meals to the sick
and elderly.

He additionally was a member of
Azure Masada Lodge Free and Ac-
cepted Masons No. 22 in Cranford
and the Crescent Shriners.

Mr. Sumner was an avid supporter
of the Boy Scouts of America, his
interest in scouting having begun
while he was a youth growing up in
Mount Airy. He was the founder of
The Flintlocks, a not-for-profit orga-

nization of retirees who have donated
thousands of dollars worth of funds
and labor to the repair and modern-
ization of three Boy Scouts of America
camps – two in New Jersey and one in
the Adirondacks in New York State.

In addition to organizing and work-
ing with The Flintlocks, Mr. Sumner
served for many years on the executive
committees of the Union, Watchung
Area and Patriots Path councils of Boy
Scouts of America.

Surviving are his wife of 54 years,
Juanita Phillips Sumner; a son, Will-
iam Hunter Sumner, and his wife,
Susan, of Dingman’s Ferry, Pa.; a
daughter, Nancy Sumner Mindlin, and
her husband, Larry, of Rahway; three
grandchildren, Shannon, Hunter and
Ian Sumner, and a sister, Jan Thomp-
son of Charlotte, N.C.

A memorial service was held on
Saturday, April 15, at the Terrill Road
Baptist Church with the Reverend
William Page officiating.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to The Flintlocks of the Boy Scouts of
America, in care of Joe Schott, 185
Watson Road, Fanwood, N.J. 07023
or to Terrill Road Baptist Church,
1340 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076-2505.
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Thomas Dudley Crittenden of Vir-
ginia Beach, Va. died on Wednesday,
April 5, at Norfolk General Hospital
in Norfolk, Va.

Born on August 22, 1921 in Flush-
ing, N.Y., he grew up in Ridgewood
and had lived in Westfield for 35
years before relocating to Virginia
Beach.

After graduating from Christchurch
School in Christchurch, Va., Mr.
Crittenden entered pre-law studies at
Washington and Lee University.

In 1942, he enlisted as an appren-
tice seaman in the United States Coast
Guard and was separated from active
duty as a lieutenant (j.g.) after his
final assignment as commanding of-
ficer of a small freighter in the Philip-
pine Islands. In 1982, he retired from
the Coast Guard Reserve as a lieuten-
ant commander.

Following World War II, he entered
Washington and Lee Law School,
earning his LLB degree in 1950.

After a 30-year career in the insur-
ance-reinsurance industry, Mr.
Crittenden retired in 1984 as group
vice president of North American
Reinsurance Corporation (SwissRe
America) and vice president of
SwissRe Management Corporation.

During his 17-year career at North
American, he pioneered the use of
many innovative claims techniques and
practices now in widespread use
throughout the industry. He devel-
oped a simplified method for supple-
mental reserving and initiated an early

alert procedure for catastrophic claims.
Mr. Crittenden also authored nu-

merous works including the first paper
analyzing the use of arbitration for
settling reinsurance disputes in the
industry, which he presented at the
American Bar Association’s annual
meeting in 1977. From 1982 to 1998,
he was an international insurance-re-
insurance consultant.

His professional memberships in-
cluded the Virginia State Bar, the
International Association of Insur-
ance Counsel, the Defense Research
Institute and the Phi Alpha Delta Law
Fraternity. During 1979-1980 he
served as the first chairman of the
Reinsurance Law Committee for the
Torts Section of the American Bar
Association.

Surviving are his wife of 58 years,
Katharine Berry Middleton
Crittenden; three daughters, Katharine
Barbara Crittenden and Wendy
Crittenden Vaughn, both of Virginia
Beach, and Paulina Cazenove
Crittenden of San Jose, Calif.; a
brother, G. Lamar Crittenden of Do-
ver, Mass., and three grandchildren.

Interment was private. A memorial
service will be held at 2:30 p.m. on
Thursday, April 27, in the Galilee Epis-
copal Church in Virginia Beach, fol-
lowed by a reception at the Princess
Anne Country Club in Virginia Beach.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to Christchurch
School in Christchurch, Va.
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Kevin M. Mormelo

Kevin Mormelo, 57, Was Carpenter
Who Enjoyed Hunting and Fishing

Kevin M. Mormelo, 57, of Westfield
died on Easter Sunday, April 16, at
Runnells Specialized Hospital of
Union County in Berke-
ley Heights.

He was a lifelong resi-
dent of Westfield, except
from 1977 to 1980, when
he lived in Maine.

Mr. Mormelo had been
a self-employed carpen-
ter in New York City for
many years, retiring in
2004. From 1977 to 1980,
he was the owner/opera-
tor of the Opera House
Saloon & Eatery in
Bethel, Me.

A 1966 graduate of
Westfield High School, he was an
avid hunter and fisherman.

He was the beloved son of Mrs.

Rosemary Ridge Mormelo and the
late Bernard J. Mormelo, who prede-
ceased him in 2005, and the loving

brother of Bernard, Tho-
mas and Walter Mormelo.
Also surviving are a son,
Sean; a daughter, Krista,
and two grandsons. He also
will be deeply missed by
his many nieces, nephews,
cousins, aunts and uncles.

A Mass of Christian
Burial will be offered at
10 a.m. today, Thursday,
April 20, at the Holy Trin-
ity Roman Catholic
Church in Westfield. Visi-
tation will take place at 9
a.m. today at the Dooley

Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.
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Thomas J. Greco, 89
Thomas J. Greco, 89, of Westfield

died on Wednesday, April 5, at The
Woodlands in Plainfield.

Born in New York City, he lived in
Westfield for 57 years.

Mr. Greco retired in 1982 after 20
years as a painter for Bell Labs in
Murray Hill. Prior to that, he had
been a self-employed painter in the
Westfield area for many years.

A veteran of World War II, he served
with the United States Air Force in
Central Europe and Africa.

He was a member of the 322nd
Marauder Bomber Squad.

He was predeceased by his wife of
53 years, Josephine Petricelli Greco,
in 2004.

Surviving are two brothers, Angelo
Greco and Charles Greco.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
held on Saturday, April 8, at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Interment took place at
Saint Gertrude Cemetery in Colonia.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Memorial donations may be made
to The Woodlands, 1400 Woodland
Avenue, Plainfield, N.J. 07060.
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Community/Education News

Seniors Invited to Register
For Newark Museum Trip

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Senior
Citizen Advisory Committee has fi-
nalized plans for trips subsidized by
the Township of Scotch Plains. Be-
cause transportation costs are cov-
ered through allotted funds, trips can
be offered at greatly reduced rates
for senior citizens. Township seniors
are given first preference in register-
ing for each trip, although the com-
mittee welcomes all to participate.

Registration will begin on Mon-
day, April 24, for a trip to the Newark
Museum on Wednesday, June 14, to
see the mounted exhibit entitled “Off
the Pedestal: New Women in the Art
of Homer, Chase and Sargent.” The
exhibit explores images of women
in the post-Civil War era in America.

A $5 per person fee will cover
entrance to the museum and the ser-
vices of a docent to explain the ex-
hibit. Participants will have lunch on
their own in the museum’s café and
there will be time to view other ex-
hibits and visit the gift shop.

Additionally, tickets have been
purchased for orchestra seats to see
the matinee performance of Hello,
Dolly! at the Paper Mill Playhouse
in Millburn on Saturday, July 22, at
2 p.m. At the time of registration,
participants are asked to list indi-

viduals with whom they would like
to be seated, and seats will be as-
signed on a first-come, first-served
basis. Tickets are $45 for township
residents and $47 for non-residents.
Registration will begin on Monday,
May 22.

Registration may be done and fees
paid at the Recreation Office, lo-
cated in Room 113 in the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Chartered buses will leave from
the rear of the municipal building.
Participants will be informed of de-
parture and approximate return
times. Other trips are planned for
later in the year.

Local Students Are Invited
To Enter WHPC Contest

WESTFIELD – Westfield students
in grades 3, 5 and 8, along with all
Westfield High School students, are
invited to submit entries in the 2006
Westfield Historic Preservation Com-
mission (WHPC) Contest.

The contest is designed to encour-
age interest in Westfield’s historical,
cultural, architectural and social heri-
tage. The question for third and fifth
grades is “What is your favorite older
building in Westfield and why?”
Eighth-grade and high school students
are asked the question “How should
we preserve Westfield’s history?”

Entries may be essays, art, creative
writing, poetry or photography. Con-
test rules and the entry form are posted
on the WHPC’s website at
www.westfieldtoday.com/whpc.

“We are pleased to sponsor the
contest again this year,” stated WHPC
Chairwoman Betty List. “In past
years, we have had many creative
entries that show the youth of
Westfield is aware of the importance
of preserving our heritage.”

The deadline for submitting entries
is Monday, May 8. Students should
submit their entries to their Social
Studies teachers. They will be picked
up from school main offices on May 8.
Various prizes will be given for each
participating grade level. An awards
ceremony will be held at the Westfield
Municipal Building in June.

An official agency of the town, the
WHPC is made up of nine members
dedicated to preserving the character
of Westfield. The commission meets
on the third Monday of every month
and meetings are open to the public.

For more information, please visit
the WHPC website or call Barbara
Burton at (908) 233-1798.

Jumble Store to Conduct
Annual Spring Boutique

CRANFORD – The Jumble Store,
a thrift and consignment shop wholly
owned and operated by the Junior
League of Elizabeth-Plainfield
(JLEP), will hold its Annual Spring
Boutique on Saturday, April 22.

New merchandise, including
housewares, jewelry, decorations,
toys and other items will be available
for purchase at thrift store prices on
the second floor of the store, located
at 110 Walnut Avenue in Cranford.

The store carries a variety of new
and gently used household items and
clothing for the entire family. Pro-
ceeds from the sale of these donated
items fund community service
projects staffed by the league’s 110-
plus volunteer members to help fami-
lies in crisis throughout greater Union
County.

The Jumble Store is open Monday
through Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 5
p.m. (Thursday until 8 p.m.) and Sat-
urday from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more
details about the sale, please call the
Jumble Store at (908) 276-0222.

The non-profit JLEP is an organi-
zation of women committed to pro-
moting voluntarism, developing the
potential of women and improving
the community through the effective
action and leadership of trained vol-
unteers. Through its members, the
JLEP serves individuals and organi-
zations in need throughout greater
Union County. Its current focus is on
families in crisis, addressing both pre-
vention and intervention. For more
information, or to learn how to join
the JLEP, please visit www.jlepnj.org
or call (908) 709-1177.

Lead Screenings Slated
For Kids at Health Fair

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Re-
gional Health Department will offer
free lead screenings for children from
birth to age six from 8:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. on Saturday, April 29, at
its health fair in the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building Community Room,
located at 425 East Broad Street.

The test is a simple finger stick per-
formed by the department’s pediatri-
cian. It will be offered exclusively to
residents of Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Roselle Park, Springfield and Westfield.

To make an appointment or obtain
additional educational materials,
please call (908) 789-4070, exten-
sion no. 4073. Any community groups
that are interested in educational pro-
grams on childhood lead poisoning
may call Public Health Nurse Anne
Travisano at the same number.

Brunch to Raise Funds
For Autism Programs
WESTFIELD – The St. Patrick’s

Autism Foundation of New Jersey
will host its First Annual Autism
Awareness Benefit on Sunday, April
30, at the James Ward Mansion, 169
East Broad Street in Westfield.

A champagne brunch and silent
auction will take place from 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. Music will include bagpipes
and drums from three New Jersey
marching bands.

Union County Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich will receive the group’s
inaugural Humanitarian Award dur-
ing the event. In 2003, Sheriff
Froehlich introduced Project Life-
saver to Union County, which pro-
vides wristbands to children and
adults with autism that emits a signal
to help police track them should they
be reported missing.

Tickets are $100 each. All pro-
ceeds will support autism programs
of Children’s Specialized Hospital
and the New Jersey Center for Out-
reach and Services for the Autism
Community. Anyone interested in
purchasing tickets may call Josie
Ward-Gallagher at (908) 413-0040,
Stephen Gallagher at (908) 272-2929
or the James Ward Mansion at (908)
389-0014. Tickets also will be avail-
able at the door.

St. Agnes School Plans
Benefit Clothing Drive
AREA – St. Agnes School will

hold a clothing drive this Saturday,
April 22, in the rear parking lot of St.
Agnes Roman Catholic Church, lo-
cated at 332 Madison Hill Road in
Clark. All proceeds will benefit the
school.

The drive will be held rain or shine.
Area residents are invited to donate
clothes, shoes, hats, belts, pocketbooks,
stuffed animals, household linens and
blankets in good condition. Items
should either be bagged or boxed.

Contributors are asked not to bring
hangers, toys, appliances or furni-
ture. For more information on the
clothing drive, please call Adele at
(732) 382-8332.

‘Y’ to Present Speaker
On Reverse Mortgages
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Area “Y” will hold a special presen-
tation on Monday, April 24, from
noon to 1 p.m. at its main facility,
located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield.

Peter Napoli of Wells Fargo will
present “Home Sweet Home: The
Truth About Reverse Mortgages.”
Participants will have an opportu-
nity to get answers to questions such
as: “How do reverse mortgages
work?” “What are the benefits?”
“What are the concerns?” and “Is it
right for you?”

This program is free and open to the
public. Wells Fargo will provide lunch
for all participants. Reservations are
required and must be made no later
than Saturday, April 22. For more de-
tails and to make a reservation, please
call Linda Christopher at (908) 233-
2700, extension no. 414 or e-mail
lchristopher@westfieldynj.org.

Metro Rhythm Chorus
Posts Two Guest Nights

CRANFORD – The Metro Rhythm
Chorus will hold two Guest Nights
on Wednesdays, April 26 and May 3,
at 7:30 p.m. at the First Presbyterian
Church, located at the corner of
Springfield and Union Avenues in
Cranford.

The ensemble is a women’s chorus
singing four-part a cappella harmony.
Anyone interested is asked to contact
Janice Uhlig at (732) 381-2535 or
Bea Howley at beahive@aol.com.
Individuals also may come to chorus
rehearsals any Wednesday at 7:30
p.m. at the church.

WF Residents Named
To AU Dean’s List

WESTFIELD – Westfield resi-
dents Emily McDermott and Perry
Sacks earned recognition after be-
ing named to the fall 2005 Dean’s
List at American University in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Emily, a senior in the School of
International Service at the univer-
sity, is majoring in International
Studies. Perry is a freshman in the
College of Arts and Sciences with an
undeclared major.

To earn Dean’s List status at
American University, a student must
achieve a 3.5 grade point average.

St. Peter’s Prep to Hold
Spring Open House

AREA – St. Peter’s Preparatory
School will hold its Spring Open
House on Sunday, April 30, from 2 to
4 p.m. at the school’s campus, located
at 144 Grand Street in Jersey City.
Interested students and their parents
are invited to attend.

Members of the St. Peter’s Prep
faculty and staff, as well as coaches,
moderators, teachers, students and
parents, will be present to distribute
information and answer questions
about the school. Tours of the campus
and school facilities will be conducted
throughout the afternoon. Last year,
more than 200 families attended the
Spring Open House at St. Peter’s.

For more information or directions,
please call (201) 547-6389 or visit St.
Peter’s website at www.spprep.org.

Franklin Announces
Winners of ‘Tar Wars’

WESTFIELD – During an assem-
bly held at Franklin Elementary
School in Westfield, five fourth-grade
students were awarded ribbons for
their anti-tobacco posters. For the
fifth consecutive year, Franklin
School nurse Robin Ince spent sev-
eral weeks working with the fourth
graders using the internationally
implemented “Tar Wars” tobacco-free
program, which culminates annually
in the poster contest.

Caroline King won first place for
her vibrantly colored poster entitled
“Live Your Dreams – Stay Healthy.”
Jack Lynch placed second, Michael
Reddy third and Ben Schuman and
Kathleen Bond each earned honor-
able mentions. All participants re-
ceived prizes for their efforts.

The Tar Wars campaign is a pro-
gram operated by the American Acad-
emy of Family Physicians (AAFP),
whose goal is to help students learn to
resist the pressures influencing young
people to smoke or use any form of
tobacco. It reaches approximately
500,000 students annually in the
United States and abroad. Since its
inception in 1988, Tar Wars has
touched the lives of more than seven
million children worldwide.

Caroline King’s winning poster will
go on to be judged in the state Tar Wars
Contest in April. Franklin School has
had many state winners in the past,
including placing first statewide in 2003.


