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Stender Moves to Ban
Herbal Hallucinogen

SCOTCH PLAINS – Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (LD-22,
Fanwood) announced that she is craft-
ing legislation to ban salvia
divinorum, a potent hallucinogen that
is being sold as a trendy legal drug to
young people on the Internet and in
stores that sell youth-oriented para-
phernalia.

If enacted into law, Asw. Stender
said her legislation would make New
Jersey the third state in the country to
ban the powerful herb. Louisiana and
Missouri already outlaw the drug,
and it is illegal in Australia, Italy and
Denmark.

Asw. Stender said her bill would be
a “preventative measure,” since law
enforcement authorities in New Jer-
sey have not attributed any deaths or
addiction problems to the drug.

“Salvia Divinorum is one of the
most world’s most powerful halluci-
nogenic drugs, with side effects com-
parable to LSD,” she said. “Word
about the hallucinogenic effects of
the plant is spreading rapidly among
young people at college campuses
and through email exchanges. It is
something we should get on top of
before kids start showing up at treat-
ment centers, emergency rooms and
doctors’ offices.”

Asw. Stender said she learned of
the issue in the wake of the death of a
17-year-old Delaware youth, Brett
Chidester, who committed suicide in
January, several months after starting
to smoke the herbal drug. Brett’s par-
ents attribute the boy’s death to salvia
tips, and Delaware State Senator
Karen Peterson has introduced legis-
lation to ban the substance in her
state.

Gardeners know salvia divinorum
as “diviner’s sage.” The drug is sold
in leaf and liquid form at “head shops”
and websites across the United States.
The salvia leaf is smoked or chewed

to produce hallucinations similar to
the side effects of LSD, including
out-of body experiences, fits of wild
laughter and nausea, along with symp-
toms of depression.

While there are only anecdotal con-
nections between the Delaware
youth’s death and salvia use, Mrs.
Stender said the suicide raises warn-
ing flags that must be heeded.

“Since the effects of salvia
divinorum are synonymous with LSD,
it would be logical to treat possession
and use of the drug in the same man-
ner as LSD,” said the assembly-
woman. “There is a need to protect
the public at large. People shouldn’t
be driving cars or operating machin-
ery when using this stuff.”

Salvia dividorum is member of the
mint family and is commonly grown
in some parts of Mexico’s Sierra
Mazatec region, where it is used in
religious ceremonies by local Mazatec
Indians.

The salvia plant produces large
amounts of an extremely potent hal-
lucinogen, salvinorin A. When in-
gested by smoking or chewing,
Salvinorin A targets a single chemi-
cal receptor in the brain and creates
an effect that researchers say is close
to general anesthesia.

Salvia divinorum is not listed in
the federal Controlled Substances
Act but the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration reportedly is con-
sidering whether to outlaw the sub-
stance.

The assemblywoman said she plans
to complete her bill in April and for-
mally introduce it in May.

Kean Claims Menendez
Obstructs Alien Ban

MOUNTAINSIDE – United States
Senate candidate Tom Kean, Jr. has
condemned challenger Bob
Menendez’s obstruction of a vote on
an amendment to the immigration
bill before the Senate. Sen. Kean,
who serves in the state senate, said
the amendment would prevent crimi-
nal aliens from participating in a tem-
porary worker program.

“Barring illegal aliens convicted of
felonies from obtaining U.S. citizen-
ship is common sense,” said Sen.
Kean. “Clearly Bob Menendez is
more concerned with playing politics
than with confronting the problem of
illegal immigrants with criminal
records.”

FW Policing Alliance
Welcomes Sensei

FANWOOD – The Fanwood
Community Policing Alliance will
have its regular monthly meeting at
7 p.m. on Wednesday, April 26, at
the Forest Road Park Building in
Fanwood.

This month the alliance will have a
special guest – Sensei Jon Robinson
– of the Gattai Martial Arts Dojo from
Plainfield. He will provide a basic
introduction to self-defense. Master
Robinson is a sixth-degree black belt
holder and an instructor of students
of all ages.

This event is free and open to the
public and is designed for people
who have never had any self-defense
training. The Fanwood Community
Policing Alliance is sponsoring this
event to provide some basic moves
that anyone can perform to help re-
duce the chances of being victimized
and/or injured during a potential as-
sault.

Child-Care Dirs. Discuss
Public Health Emergencies

EMERGENCY TRAINING...Eighty child-care directors gathered recently to
learn about emergency preparedness. Pictured, left to right, are: Ellen Shelley,
County of Union; Timothy Williams, AGL/Elizabethtown Gas); Tracey Owate,
Community Coordinated Child Care; Ben Laganga, County of Union; Dr.
Dinorah Frontera, Trinitas Hospital; Frances Palm, 2-1-1/First Call For Help;
James Horne, Jr., United Way of Greater Union County; Tom Graham, County
of Union; Dr. Karen Ensle. Cooperative Research & Extension of Union County.

AREA – More than 80 directors of
child-care centers throughout Union
County recently learned how to better
plan and prepare for public health
emergencies. The workshop, hosted
by Elizabethtown Gas, focused on
ways to respond and protect children
during natural disasters, acts of terror-
ism and other emergency situations.

The workshop was organized by
Union County’s Partners for Healthy
Children, a coalition of government
and non-profit agencies focused on
improving the health and safety of
young children.

James Horne, Jr., Chief Executive
Officer of United Way of Greater
Union County, served as moderator
for the panel discussions.

“In today’s world, it is essential for
all organizations to have effective
plans to prepare for emergencies,”
Mr. Horne said. “The Planning for
Emergencies in Child Care Work-
shop gives our local child care pro-

viders tangible steps and procedures
that can help save lives.”

Throughout the day, panel mem-
bers and attendees discussed issues
relating to emergency management,
trauma and its effect on children,
mental health resources, food safety
and information and referral.

Panel members included: Ben
Laganga, Director of the County of
Union’s Division of Environmental
Health and Emergency Management;
Dr. Karen Ensle, department head of
Rutgers Cooperative Research &
Extension of Union County – a divi-
sion of Rutgers University; Tom Gra-
ham, Union County mental health
administrator; Frances Palm, execu-
tive director of 2-1-1 First Call For
Help; Ellen Shelley, Union County
Lincs epidemiologist, County of
Union, and Dr. Dinorah Frontera,
doctor of clinical psychology and
program director of the therapeutic
nursery at Trinitas Hospital.
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Women Voters to Sponsor
Talk on Freedom In Politics
COUNTY –  Anthony Troncone

will discuss “Freedom in Modern
American Politics” at 7:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, May 3, at the Cranford
Community Center at 220 Walnut Av-
enue in Cranford. The Union County
Council of the League of Women Vot-
ers will sponsor this program.

An assistant professor of history at
Dominican College in Orangeburg,
NY, Mr. Troncone is an instructor for
LIFE (Learning is Forever) classes, a
free off-campus program for senior
citizens sponsored by Union County
College.

He graduated from Kean College
in Union and holds master and doc-

toral degrees in history from Rutgers
University in New Brunswick. His
areas of specialization are American
and global social history and the his-
tory of ethnicity and race. He also is
the author of several publications.

The talk is free and open to the
public, but reservations are requested.
Interested individuals are asked to
call (908) 687-4285 or e-mail
sydelleh@comcast.net.

A non-partisan citizens organiza-
tion that studies and acts upon issues
of importance, the League of Women
Voters is open to all those interested.
Further information is available at
www.lwvnj.org.

Global Warming Bill Would
Impose Gas Restrictions

SCOTCH PLAINS – Citing mount-
ing public concerns about the threat of
global warming, Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (LD-22, Fanwood) has
announced that she will introduce leg-
islation that would impose strict limits
in New Jersey on the release of carbon
dioxide and other greenhouse gases.

If enacted, the legislation could
make New Jersey the first state in the
country to reduce the levels of ozone-
depleting gases produced by power
plants, oil refineries and industrial
facilities. Her measure would closely
mirror a bill recently introduced in
the California State Legislature.

“The question no longer is one of
whether global warming is occurring;
the question is when are we going to
take steps to do something about it,”
said Asw. Stender (D). “Global warm-
ing is no longer the stuff of science
fiction. It has become reality.”

Speaking on the March 19 broad-
cast of the CBS television network’s
“60 Minutes” news documentary pro-
gram, National Aeronautics and Space
Administration scientist James Hansen
warned the nation that indisputable
evidence shows an acceleration of glo-
bal warming, Asw. Stender said.

A new public opinion survey by
Time magazine and ABC News shows
that 85 percent of Americans believe
global warming is at hand and 87
percent think government needs to do
something about reducing gashouse
emissions contributing to the prob-
lem, she said.

Asw. Stender said her bill would
require greenhouse-gas emissions to
be rolled back to 1990 levels by the year
2020. She said the measure would save
New Jersey families and businesses
billions of dollars by reducing reliance
on fossil fuels and increasing invest-
ment in strategies and businesses that
develop cleaner energy technologies.

“Our state and country have come to
a critical juncture on global warming:

we can take action now to protect life
and property or we can dawdle and
pay a steep price later for failing to get
off the dime,” Asw. Stender said.

She said New Jersey has a “unique”
opportunity to be a crusading force in
curbing global warming and promot-
ing new technologies and strategies to
counteract greenhouse gas emissions.

The burning of fossil fuels in in-
dustrial facilities and motor vehicles
produces greenhouse gases. Scien-
tists increasingly link the rise of at-
mospheric gases and temperatures to
climate change across the globe, Asw.
Stender said.

The measure would aim to cut six
greenhouse gases, including carbon
dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, sul-
fur hexafluoride, hydroflurocarbons
(HFCs) and polyflurochemicals
(PFCs) — products commonly found
in household cleaners, water-repel-
lant sprays, insulation, air condition-
ing and inhalers.

“This is a vital step in protecting
our state’s environmental resources
and the health of New Jerseyans,”
Asw. Stender said. “New Jersey’s
aggressive protection of its resources
will set a national tone. Other states
could follow our lead in supporting
clean energy and meeting the stan-
dards of the Kyoto Protocol.”

The measure would direct the state’s
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP) to set reduction standards
for emissions from commercial sources
and would collect data on industries
producing the most greenhouse gas.

She noted that the United States failed
to become a partner to the Kyoto Proto-
col, the United Nations’ universal plan
to reduce industrial emissions by 25
percent to 1990 levels. She said the
U.S. is currently “only a symbolic part-
ner” to the global pact to reduce green-
house emissions and global warming.

She plans to complete the bill in
April and formally introduce it in May.

TEQUILA

Jose Cuervo Gold 1.75 liter $33.99 

Pepe Lopez White 1.75 liter $25.99 

Corazon Reposado 750 ml. $38.99 

Herradura Anejo 750 ml. $39.99 

Sauza Commerativo 750 ml. $19.99 

Jose Cuervo Reserva de la Familia 750 ml. $78.99 

Partida Blanco 750 ml. $39.99 

Cabo Wabo  Reposado 750 ml. $42.99 

Cabo Wabo  Blanco 750 ml. $34.99 

VERMOUTH

Campari 750 ml. $19.99 

Pimm's Cup 750 ml. $13.99 

Martini & Rossi Dry Vermouth 750 ml. $5.49 

Noilly Pratt Dry Vermouth 1 liter $6.99 

TOWN & COUNTRY for those with a taste for value.
WESTFIELD – 333 South Ave. East, Westfield NJ 07090     908-232-8700
Hours: Mon.–Thurs. 9a.m.–9p.m. Fri.–Sat. 9a.m.–10p.m. Sunday–12noon–7p.m.   Free Parking  
We are not responsible for typographical errors. Prices do not include sales tax. 

We reserve the right to limit quantities while supplies last. T&C accepts MC, AE, VS, DV. In the event of error the lowest price allowed 
by New Jersey State Law will apply.

RUM

Bacardi Silver 1.75 liter $19.99 

Bacardi “O” 750 ml. $11.99 

Bacardi Limon 750 ml. $11.99 

Captain Morgan Spiced Rum 1.75 liter $24.99 

Captain Morgan Parrot Bay 750 ml. $16.99 

Captain Morgan Parrot Bay Mango 750 ml. $16.99 

Captain Morgan Parrot Bay Pineapple 750 ml. $16.99

Captain Morgan Parrot Bay Passion 750 ml. $16.99 

Malibu  1.75 liter $23.99 

Malibu Mango 750 ml. $15.99 

Malibu Pineapple 750 ml. $15.99 

Myer’s Dark 750 ml. $31.99 

Gosling's Black Seal 1 liter $14.99 

GIN

Bombay Sapphire 1.75 liter $34.99 

Bombay  1.75 liter $27.99 

Beefeater 1.75 liter $26.99 

Plymouth 750 ml. $18.99 

Junipero 750 ml. $25.99 

Seagrams 1.75 liter $14.99 

VODKA

Viking Fjord 1.75 liter $17.99 

Tito’s Handmade 1.75 liter $30.99 

Xellent  750 ml. $27.99 

Jean Marc XO 750 ml. $41.99 

Chopin 750 ml. $25.99 

Hangar One Citron 750 ml. $27.99 

Van Gogh Double Espresso 750 ml. $25.99 

Stolichnaya Cranberi 750 ml. $16.99 

Svedka Clementine 1 liter $11.99

All prices are valid from 4/20/06 - 4/26/06.

Visit Town & Country and find the widest selection of wines, beers and spirits…all at affordable prices. 
In fact, our top three hundred items are ranked as the best prices in town. Shop at Town & Country for cheese, 
gourmet products and gift baskets, too. We have everything you need to eat, drink and be merry. What’s more, 

our sales staff is knowledgeable, friendly and courteous. Simply put, at T&C we’re known for our “TLC.”  

TOWN & COUNTRY
Fine Wines & Spirits Marketplace

Spring Spirits Blossom at Town & Country.


