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Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE GOSPEL…Timothy Burke stands in public for what he calls ‘Gospel
Theatre for the Streets’ in Westfield at the north side train station parking lot on
Monday. He has been doing this on his own for the last several days to symbolize
the story of Jesus during Easter. He said that the public has been very enthusiastic.
Mr. Burke has just matriculated as a special part-time student in Seton Hall
University’s semenary school. The cross is constructed of timbers from 1952 of the
original Moeller organ salvalged when Mr. Burke helped construct the new organ
at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield in 2004.

Four to Face Off For
Two FW Council Seats

SP Democrats Aim To Break
GOP’s 5-0 Council Majority

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — Democrats
in November will aim to win their
first municipal election since 1998
and break the 5-0 township council
majority that the Republicans have
held since 2003.

Democrats Neal LeStrange, Kevin
Glover and Jeffrey Strauss will face
Republican incumbents Nancy
Malool and Carolyn Sorge, along with
Rich Duthie, who is making his first
run for elective office.

Mr. Glover has lived in Scotch
Plains for five years and was a global
facilities manager for Donaldson
Lufkin Jenrette before starting up his
own consulting firm. He told The
Times he wants to “try to ensure that
this community remains wonderful”
and feels his administrative back-
ground “can be of value” on the coun-
cil. Mr. Glover is married with two
children.

Mr. Strauss, a partner with the law
firm of Weiner Carroll & Strauss in
Montvale, previously resided in
Fanwood, where he served on the
planning board. He is married with
two children.

On the Republican side, Mrs.
Malool, who is currently serving as
deputy mayor, was first appointed to
the council in August 2002 to fill a
vacancy and was then elected to a
four-year term that November.

“There are a lot of projects I’d like
to see us make further progress on,”

she told The Times. She specifically
pointed to the downtown business
district, saying that “even though the
SID (special improvement district)
was rejected” in 2004, “I think every-
one agrees the downtown needs im-
proving. I’d like to be on board for
that.”

Miss Sorge, who was also elected
in November 2002, served as Deputy
mayor in 2005. “I have enjoyed serv-
ing the people of this community, the
community where I have been a life-
long resident and active volunteer,”
she told The Times. “I look forward to
continuing to have a positive impact
on the future of Scotch Plains, serv-
ing as councilwoman.”

Mr. Duthie has been a member of
the township zoning board of adjust-
ment for three years. Along with his
12 years on the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA Board of Trustees and
eight years of involvement with the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth Base-
ball League Association, “I thought
this would be a natural transition for
me,” he told The Times. A resident of
Scotch Plains for 14 years, Mr. Duthie
is married with four children.

Councilman Frank Rossi, who was
first elected to fill an unexpired term
in November 1999, will not seek re-
election.

He has been a council member since
November 1999 following a stint on
the zoning board of adjustment and
here years on the Fanwood borough
council in the early 1990s.

“With work, family and my 10 con-
secutive years of service, I thought it
was the right time,” he told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times this week.
“I’ve tremendously enjoyed serving
the community and I am looking for-
ward to serving in other capacities in
the future.”

Lieutenant LeStrange will retire
from the township police department
in June after 22 years of service.

“I’ve always been involved in
Scotch Plains,” he told The Times.
“And I want to stay involved. I think
I have good insight into what goes on
in Scotch Plains and what it can and
should be.”

Lieutenant LeStrange is married
with one daughter and three stepchil-
dren.

Township Democrats have not won
a municipal election since winning
three council seats, and control of the
governing body, in the November
1998 elections. Several months after
assuming control of the five-member
council in January 1999, a Demo-
cratic councilman’s death forced the
special election in November 1999
that Mr. Rossi won.

Two years later, another special
election due to a Democratic
incumbent’s death resulted in a Re-
publican victory.

Republicans also won the
township’s first direct mayoral elec-
tion in 2000 and a subsequent may-
oral vote in 2004 as well as council
elections in 2000, 2002 and 2004.

By MEGHAN GILL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Four candidates
have submitted petitions by the April
10 deadline for two seats on the bor-
ough council. They will face each
other in the general election on Tues-
day, November 7.

Democrats currently have a 5-0
majority on the governing body and
hold the mayor’s office.

Republicans Andrew McDonald
and Richard Alber will face demo-
crats Donna Dolce, incumbent and

current council president, and new-
comer David Valian.

Mr. McDonald, a French teacher at
Marylawn of the Oranges High School
in South Orange and a father of four,
has previously served on the borough
council and planning board, and he
ran twice for county freeholder. “Since
the council consists of all democrats,
I feel that the borough needs a differ-
ent point of view,” he said.

Mr. McDonald told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that he has a
problem with the excessive taxation
and questions about the downtown
redevelopment project. “I’ve done the
job, and know the mechanics of get-
ting the job done right. If people
disagree, we can do so without being
disagreeable,” he said.

Mr. Alber is married and the father
of four children under age eight, in-
cluding a baby who is only 10 days
old. He is employed at the Times
Square New York office of Ernst and
Young.

“I moved from Carlisle, Pennsyl-
vania to the fantastic town of
Fanwood. I look forward to getting
involved in this community,” he told
The Times.

Borough Republican Chairman Ted
Trumpp explained that the two candi-
dates represent a “very balanced

Donna Dolce and David Valian–Dems. CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Library Finishes Renovations,
Focuses on Yearly Programs

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS — Now that
she has a new roof over the heads of
the increasing number of library pa-
trons, Scotch Plains Library Director
Meg Kolaya is readying some new
programs, as well as looking into
whether the library’s future needs
will fit into the present facility or
whether some facility expansion
might be needed.

The library’s $825,000 renovation,
which began late last fall, included a
new roof to replace one that was
prone to chronic leaks that would
often necessitate covering book-
shelves and computers in plastic sheet-

ing and spreading buckets through-
out the 39-year-old facility on Bartle
Avenue.

In addition, the project involved
five new ADA-compliant restroom
facilities, new handrails on the stairs
and new thermal-paned windows.

Ms. Kolaya said the new windows
resulted in a 25-percent reduction in
gas and electricity consumption in
January and February. She added that
new landscaping would be installed
outside the building in the coming
weeks.

The library has instituted a con-
tinuing series of programs aimed at
families with disabilities, Ms. Kolaya

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

PB Approves Townhouses
For Dean Oil Site in Borough

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — In a split, 6-2, de-
cision, the Fanwood Planning and
Zoning Board of Adjustment ap-
proved a plan by Station Square LLC,
to construct 24 townhouses on the

1.1-acre property known as the former
Dean Oil Site at a special meeting
Monday night. The proposed com-
plex would be bordered by LaGrande
Avenue on the southern side, Second
Street on the west, a public parking
lot to the east and public parking on
the northern side, to be developed for
retail stores fronting on South Av-
enue.

The proposed plan includes five
buildings with self-contained two-
car garages on the ground floor of
each unit.

A condition of approval, imposed
by the board, stipulates that no more
than 50 percent of the units will be
three-bedrooms; the remainder will
be two-bedroom units.

Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings and board member An-
drew McDonald voted against the
proposal, citing too high of a density
as their main objection.

“In my opinion, this greatly ex-
ceeds what the residents in the com-
munity envisioned,” Mr. Cummings
told The Times. He said that he dis-
cussed preferences with adjacent resi-
dents during the planning phases of
the downtown redevelopment project
and that the residents were very clear
on wanting to limit the overall size
and density of the plan. He said that
he objected to the number of three-
bedroom units as well.

The building height of 35 feet is the
median height of the roofline, Mr.
Cummings pointed out. He said that
the actual highest roof point could go
as high as 40 feet with turrets extend-
ing an additional five feet and that the
overall look of the development would
be massive.

Mr. McDonald said that the density
and design of the buildings, set “too
close to the sidewalks,” did not be-
long in Fanwood and reminded him
of houses in Hoboken, Brooklyn and
Jersey City.

Mayor Colleen Mahr reminded the
board that they had approved the plan,
at this density, last year. Board mem-
bers who voted in favor of the plan
stated that this was very close to what
the redevelopment agency and the
residents had envisioned.

Mayor Mahr also said that this was
going to eliminate an eyesore in the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Clarification
The article last week about the

Fanwood Council meeting stated the
TDR project will start in two weeks.
The TDR is a pilot program and there
is no timetable established. The ar-
ticle should have said that renova-
tions within the Fanwood develop-
ment area downtown on South Av-
enue would start within two weeks.

Council Discusses New Facility to
Store Equipment for Towns, BOE

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Director of
Public Works Charles Cerami and
Parks and Recreation Director Ray
Poerio briefed the township council
Tuesday night on plans for a new
five-bay storage facility that will

house recently purchased equipment
that Scotch Plains, Fanwood and the
joint board of education share.

The building was to have been con-
structed on land adjacent to the pub-
lic works facility on Plainfield Av-
enue during the winter months, but
progress was delayed by weather con-
ditions and other factors. With a new
public works building set to be built
there in the near future, Mr. Cerami
and Mr. Poerio decided that the
planned location for the storage facil-
ity would not be optimal and sug-
gested instead that it be situated on
public-works property directly across
Plainfield Avenue.

The one-story building will be set
back from property lines by at least
30 feet, Mr. Poerio told the council at
its conference meeting on Tuesday,
and existing trees and fencing should
provide an ample buffer for homes on
Monica Place, which runs behind the
property. Mr. Cerami said the fencing
might be replaced and realigned. Ac-
cess to the site will be from Plainfield
Avenue, and Mr. Poerio said there
should be minimal traffic and noise CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

concerns because the equipment to
be stored at the new facility “will
only be used several times a year.”

The council will discuss the matter
further and is then expected to make
a decision so that construction can
begin during the summer.

In other business, Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins said officials are
“95-percent ready” to present to the
council a recommended capital ordi-
nance for roadwork, storm sewer
needs and other similar projects. The
ordinance, which will likely be intro-
duced next month, will cover the com-
ing four or five years and replace a
$1.5-million capital ordinance passed
in 2001 that funded similar projects
in the first half of this decade.

New state affordable housing regu-
lations now require municipalities to
create the position of municipal hous-
ing liaison, and the council next week
will introduce an ordinance to that
effect. Mr. Atkins recommended to
the council that Madelyn Rutkowski,
his executive assistant, eventually be
named to the new position.

BOE Budget Passes by 455 Votes;
Nelson, Whitehouse, Woerner Win

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains–Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Residents
of Scotch Plains and Fanwood went
to the polls on Tuesday and approved
the board of education’s $62.1 mil-
lion school tax levy budget for the
2006-2007 academic year by a mar-
gin of 2,182 to 1,727.

In addition, voters in Scotch Plains
filled a trio of open BOE seats by
reelecting Board President Linda
Nelson, 1,484; as well as incumbents
Norman “Trip” Whitehouse, 1,220,

and Betty Anne Woerner, 1,086.
Incumbent Thomas Russo also ran

unopposed for the one-year unex-
pired seat currently held by Mr.
Whitehouse and received 1,480 tal-
lies. There were no Fanwood school
board seats up for election this year.
The tax levy will support an overall
budget of $71.4 million.

Scotch Plains residents with a home
assessed at the local average will pay
about $306, or 5.25 percent, more
than last year, while their Fanwood
neighbors will pay about $279, or

5.54, more compared to the current
school year.

Voter turnout on Tuesday was some-
what of a surprise, officials said, with
the unofficial number of ballots cast
on the budget topping 3,900. Accord-
ing to the unofficial tally, 2,148 resi-
dents who cast ballots in the two
municipalities voted in favor of the
spending plan as did 34 of the absen-
tee ballots cast.

The school budget was rejected in
only four of the 15 polling places: the
two libraries, Park Middle School,
and Children’s Specialized Hospital.

An early crowd of about a dozen
school board officials, Parent-Teacher
Association (PTA) members, and oth-
ers grew to nearly 30 at the district’s
Evergreen Avenue administrative of-
fices after the polls closed at 9 p.m.
Tuesday evening. They eagerly moni-
tored the electronically tabulated elec-
tion results as they were hand-deliv-
ered from the local polling places.

The somewhat tense atmosphere
gradually turned celebratory and even
boisterous as it became clear that the
budget would win approval by voters.

“The reason the buzz is so high in
the room is not just that the budget
passed, but that it passed by such a
huge margin,” Board President Nelson
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. “That’s probably the biggest
margin in the past five or six years,”
she said, adding that the current aca-
demic year’s budget won approval by
142 votes in 2005. Mrs. Nelson also
publicly credited school PTAs for
their efforts to build support for the
budget.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LOOKING FOR EASTER EGGS…A father and child and other youngsters gathered in Forest Road Park last Saturday
for the annual Easter Egg Hunt sponsored by the Fanwood Recreation Commission.


