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EN PASSANT…Popular classes, such as the four levels of chess offered at the
Westfield Summer Workshop, will be joined by several new courses for the 2006
season.

Orchestra, Choir
Perform Beethoven

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Symphony Orchestra and the
Westfield High School (WHS) Con-
cert Choir, under the direction of
William Matthews, will join together
in performing Beethoven’s Choral
Fantasy.

The WSO and the WHS Chamber
Orchestra, directed by Raymond
Wocjik, will collaborate for a perfor-
mance of Handel’s Royal Fireworks.
This performance, on Saturday, April
22 at 8 p.m. in the WHS auditorium,
will be a celebration of youth in the
arts and an integration of orchestral
professionals into the fabric of the
music program at Westfield High
School (WHS).

Winners of the New Jersey Music
Teacher’s Association concerto com-
petition will also be featured and the
senior winner will share the stage
with WHS concert choir in the per-
formance of Beethoven’s Choral Fan-
tasy.

Tickets are between $25 and $60,
with discounts for senior citizens. Stu-
dents pay between $10 and $15. Tick-
ets may be purchased directly from the
WSO by calling (908) 232-9400 or go
to www.westfieldsymphony.org for
more information.

April Audition Scheduled
For Showcase Theater

WESTFIELD – The Showcase
Theater, a summer program of the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts,
will be holding auditions for out-
standing young theater performers
on Saturday, April 22.

Auditions are scheduled by appoint-
ment by calling the NJWA at (908)
789-9696. The requirements for the
audition include performing two vary-
ing musical theater songs from memory
and a movement audition. Those audi-
tioning are asked to bring music in the
correct key for the accompanist.

Those selected for the cast will
participate in four performances of
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Carou-
sel in July and in a special Broadway
revue. During the summer program,
young artists, in grades nine through
12, will engage in daily voice, dance,
acting and improvisation classes.
They will learn proper audition tech-
niques, music preparation and set
design. Classes will be taught by a
professional staff of instructors who
have performed on and off Broadway

and in regional and international the-
ater.

The musical theater training pro-
gram will begin on Monday, June 26,
from 11:15 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. at the
NJWA building on East Broad Street.
It continues on Tuesday, June 27
through Friday, July 21 during the
same time period at Edison Interme-
diate School on Rahway Avenue in
Westfield.

Carousel will be presented the af-
ternoons and evenings of July 20 and
July 21. On the evening of July 28,
cast members will also participate in
Cabaret Night, a revue of Broadway
theater specifically designed to show-
case the talents of the actors.

The Showcase Theater, a tuition-
based program, awards scholarship
money based on a talent evaluation.

For information on the Showcase
Theater, or any NJWA program, call
(908) 789-9696, visit the office at
150-152 East Broad Street in
Westfield, or log on to
www.njworkshopforthearts.com.

Two Lords and a Lady
Tells Story of Frazee
SCOTCH PLAINS Two Lords and

a Lady, a 35-minute live-action film,
tells the story of “Aunt Betty” Frazee’s
confrontation with two of the top
Redcoat generals after the historic
Battle of the Short Hills fought in
June 1777 in Scotch Plains. For de-
tails, call Frank Thorne (908) 232
7593.

April A Cappella
Features Hickory Tree
WESTFIELD –Westfield Commu-

nity Players (WCP) has announced a
spring concert “April A Cappella” Sat-
urday, April 8 at 8 p.m. Featuring the
Hickory Tree Chorus, a member of the
Sweet Adelines women’s barbershop
harmony organization, the evening will
include pop and show tunes, all in the
style of barbershop harmony.

As a fundraiser to support WCP’s
season, all tickets are $20 and must be
pre-paid. As tickets are limited, checks
should be mailed to L. Hudak at
Westfield Community Players, 1000
North Avenue West, Westfield. All
tickets include light refreshments af-
ter the concert.

The last show of the WCP season
will be Dan Goggin’s Nunsense open-
ing Saturday, April 29.

Arts Center Spring Classes,
Workshops Begin April 17

SUMMIT –Registration is under-
way for the spring semester at the
Visual Arts Center of New Jersey, 68
Elm Street, Summit. Course cata-
logues are available at the center or
online at www.artcenternj.org. An
array of classes and workshops are
offered for all levels of students -
beginner to advanced, in every me-
dium and for all ages.

The newly renovated and expanded
art center features a comprehensive
nine-studio art school program taught
by the faculty, an exhibition gallery
and strolling galleries, an art digital
media studio and more. Spring classes
and workshops begin the week of
April 17. A small sampling of classes
and workshops include:

Jewelry Enameling, offered in the
spring semester on four Thursday af-
ternoons, May 4 through June 15.
Beginner to advanced students will
learn a variety of enameling tech-
niques and discover the beauty of
vitreous glass on metal. Individual-
ized instruction and weekly demon-
strations utilize both traditional and
innovative approaches as you work
on your own projects.

Introduction to Digital Photogra-
phy, offered during the spring semes-

ter on Monday evenings, is for stu-
dents new to digital photography.
Through demonstration and hands-
on sessions, participants will learn
the fundamentals of hardware, soft-
ware and the workflows necessary to
produce digital photographs; simple
composition, presentation and light-
ing strategies will also be addressed.
Learn to make adjustments and re-
touch images using Adobe Photoshop
on Macintosh computers.

Self Promotion for the Aspiring
Artist, offered for the spring semester
on Wednesday afternoons, is designed
for the artists who have been faced
with the complexities of profession-
ally promoting and presenting their
work in a tech-based world. Discover
how to make a positive, long-lasting
impression when presenting work to
museums, galleries and collectors,
and learn the necessary skills in the
digital lab to produce creative and
personalized promotional materials,
including business cards, letterheads,
resumes and presentation packets.

For more information on the
center’s spring and summer offer-
ings, call (908) 273-9121 and re-
quest a catalogue visit the center’s
website.

Trailside Seeks Crafty
Entries For Contest

MOUNTAINSIDE –Trailside Na-
ture and Science Center is sponsor-
ing a “Build a Better Birdhouse Con-
test” as part of its 16th annual Wild-
life Sunday event on Sunday, April
23, from noon to 5 p.m. Participants,
ages 6 through adult, are invited to
design and construct an original bird-
house and enter to win prizes includ-
ing bird feeders, field guides and t-
shirts.

The deadline for “Better Bird-
house” entries is noon on Friday, April
21.

Thirty-five local species of birds
are known to use tree cavities as nest-
ing sites. Since natural nesting cavi-
ties are scarce, providing birds such
as chickadees, tufted titmice, blue-
birds and woodpeckers with nest
boxes can increase their reproductive
success.

All birdhouses will be displayed at
the Trailside Museum. Prizes for the
best birdhouses will be given in each
of three age groups: six-10, 11-15,
and 16-adult. An awards ceremony
will be held at Wildlife Sunday on
April 23.

For information about entering the
“Build a Better Birdhouse Contest”
or for upcoming events and spring
workshops, call Trailside at (908) 789-
3670. Trailside is located at 452 New
Providence Road in Mountainside.

By CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There will be some special work-
shops offered this spring at Studio
16 in Warren. Easter Lilies: White
Flowers in Watercolor will be
available either on Monday, April
10, or on Saturday, April 15, both
from 10:30 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. In
addition to developing a technique
for painting these plants, you will
learn the history and morphology
of this trumpet-shaped flower, as
well as get tips on how to grow it in
your garden. To register for classes
or for more information, contact
Mindy Lighthipe at (908) 769-
7417, or email her at:
mlighthipe@mac.com.

* * * * * * *
Bargain-hunters will love the

Spring Flea Market in the Commu-
nity Room of the Summit Senior
Housing on Saturday, April 8, from 9
a.m. until 3 p.m. They promise a wide
assortment of gift, clothing, craft, and
household items. Summit’s Busy Bees
will be on-premises with their fa-
mous bake sale. Admission is free.
The address is 12 Chestnut Street, but
the entrance is on Broad Street. Call
(908) 273-0130.

* * * * * * *
If you’ve ever dreamed of doing it,

don’t miss the free seminar: Home-
Based Businesses That Work, at the
Cranford Community Center on Mon-
day, April 10, at 7 p.m. The center is
located at 220 Walnut Avenue. To
register, call the library at (908) 709-
7272 and ask for Mr. Malar.

* * * * * * *
On Sunday, April 9, there will be a

Free Children’s Concert performed
by the Plainfield Symphony at 4 p.m.
at the beautiful Crescent Avenue Pres-
byterian Church. The church is lo-
cated at the intersection of East Sev-
enth Street and Watchung Avenues,
and parking is available across the
street in Swain’s Gallery lot.

* * * * * * *
Don’t know what to do with that

old dinosaur of a computer?  On
Saturday, April 8, from 9 a.m. until 2
p.m., take your electronic equipment
and your tires (up to eight tires per
household) to Lucent Technologies,
600 Mountain Avenue in New Provi-
dence. You don’t need to pre-regis-
ter, and it is not weather-dependent.
For more information, call: (908)
654-9889 or log onto: www.ucnj.org/
oem/.

Get Outta’
The House

www.goleader.com

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Have you ever fallen in love with
an enticing square of color on a paint
sample card only to come home and
positively loathe it when painted on
your walls? Paint manufacturers claim
their swatches are accurate, so it
makes me wonder what kind of witch-
craft takes place during the ride home
from the store to transform the shade
into something so undesirable.

It usually starts out innocently
enough. I wanted a cheerful yellow in
my bedroom, something that would
trick me into believing I was actually
happy that the alarm clock was jolt-
ing me from my much-needed slum-
ber. But one shade I tried was too
ivory, another had a sickly green cast
and a third reminded me too much of

Paint It Any Color You Want
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a Tonka dump truck.
For a friend of mine, it was her

frustrating quest for a true terra cotta,
which instead repeatedly reared its
ugly head as nauseating shades of
brown pink.

“On average, it usually takes people
three or four tries to find the shade
they’re happy with,” said Tony
DiFrancesco of Westfield Lumber’s
paint department, who has been work-
ing with paint for over 25 years.

“So many things influence the
color,” Mr. DiFrancesco added. “Not
only the lighting in the room, the
furniture, the floor color, but even
looking at it near the other colors on
the paint swatch itself. It’s better to
paint a sample on your wall than to
just view a chip.”

Ken Teller, manager of Sherwin-
Williams in Westfield, recommends
painting a two-foot by two-foot
sample in more than one place in the
same room to experiment.

“Look at them at different times of
day and night to see how light affects
the color,” Mr. Teller said.

To keep costs down on purchasing
paint just for the purpose of testing it
out, manufacturers now have inex-
pensive smaller size products avail-
able. For example, Benjamin Moore
makes two-ounce jars called “Color
Samples” while Sherwin-Williams
markets theirs as “Color to Go.” Both
only cost a few dollars.

Larry Andrews of Young Paint &
Varnish in Fanwood said, “The big-
gest mistake people probably make is
they don’t realize a color will look
much darker when it’s painted inside
the house.”

Besides lighting and existing items
in a room, the way a color is mixed
also affects it.

Mr. DiFrancesco defined some of
the terminology involved. “Tone is
the depth of the color, shade is where
the color is in the spectrum or palette,
and intensity is the degree of bright-
ness or vibrancy.”

All of the above affect the overall
cast or undertone of the color, which
is why a red can be referred to as a
warm yellow red or a cool blue red,
etc.

To visually see the undertone, Mr.
Andrews recommends, “Hold it up
against another color that’s a pure
color in natural daylight.”

For example, if you put a pale
“lemon” yellow swatch next to a true
pure yellow, you’ll start to see that
“lemon” actually has a green tinge to
it.

“Sometimes it helps to look at the
darkest color on the palette strip to
see what the undertone is,” Mr.

Alfredo Silipigni, Father Of
Opera Company, Dies At 72

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Not many people
are aware that what was to become
the New Jersey State Opera actually
began here, in Westfield, with a small
troupe of operatic singers.

On March 25, Alfredo Silipigni, the
man whose vision transformed the
Opera Company of Westfield into a
statewide, professional operatic com-
pany, died unexpectedly from compli-
cations of pneumonia. He was 72. He
made his home in West Orange.

“Maestro Silipigni was a man of
great musical integrity and great

drive,” remembers Sally Beckwith of
Plainfield, a former board president
of the Opera Company of Westfield.

Mrs. Beckwith was first introduced
to Mr. Silipigni at a concert in a park
in Newark at which she had per-
formed.

“It was a serendipitous meeting,” she
recalls. She happened to mention the
Westfield group to him and asked if he
would be interested in serving as its
director. Shortly after, the board offi-
cially invited him to be their maestro.

An offshoot of the Westfield Com-
munity Players, at the time Mr.
Silipigni joined them, the Opera Com-
pany of Westfield had been perform-
ing in church and school auditoriums.

According to former Mayor Bud
Boothe, the first operatic production
under the direction of Mr. Silipigni
was Fleidermaus by Strauss, which
was performed on the stage of the
then Roosevelt Jr. High School.

Mr. Silipigni conducted approxi-
mately seven operas with the Opera
Company of Westfield prior to the group’s
move to Newark and transformation
into the New Jersey State Opera.

“His passion was opera on a grand
scale and he wanted to see it per-
formed on a grander scale,” explained
Mrs. Beckwith.

Mr. Silipigni served as the artistic
director and conductor of the New
Jersey State Opera since its inception
in 1965. Known for his immaculate
appearance and gentle manner, he
was considered by his peers to be
one-of-a-kind. His magnetic person-
ality and charm is credited with rais-
ing thousands of dollars for the New
Jersey State Opera.

SectorArt at SP Library –
Cartoons With a Conscience

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Can a para-
keet named Peace, a Mexican sala-
mander named Newt or a cool cat who
plays the harmonica save the world?
Cartoonist Rick Sector certainly hopes
so.

In the exhibit room of the Scotch
Plains Library, the artist behind
SectorArt told The Westfield Leader
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
about the comic strip he is currently
developing, featuring environmentally
conscious characters who also play
music and sports, travel the globe and
teach children about geography and
morals. Mr. Sector told The Leader
and The Times, “They’re called
‘Madimals’ because they are not happy
about the way the earth is being treated
right now. The aim is to make kids
become environmentally conscious
and also to do the right thing.”

A native of Scotch Plains and a natu-
ral at sports, Mr. Sector admitted he
lacked the confidence to try his hand at
art until his late teens. He told The
Leader and The Times, “There was so
much artistic talent in my school, I
didn’t have that same kind of confi-
dence that I had playing ball, where
there was also a lot of competition.”

But with a little nudging from the
editor of his high school newspaper,
Mr. Sector said, “I was just fooling
around one day, sketching classmate
Renaldo (Skeets) Nehamiah doing
hurdles, when Laurie Ann Soprano, the
editor of The Fanscotian, told me she’d
like to run the drawing.” Nehamiah
ended up going on to Olympic and
professional football stardom, but it
was Ms. Soprano’s note in his year-
book that Mr. Sector has never forgot-
ten. He told the newspaper “Laurie
wrote a note that she could see me
drawing and writing children’s books
one day.”

Casual words can prove to be pro-
phetic. After studying art and market-
ing at Kean College (now Kean Uni-
versity), Mr. Sector ended up in his
father’s business in publishing,
launching sports, music and fashion
magazines up and down the eastern

TIME OF PEACE...Scotch Plains’ Rick Sector displays his “Madimals” at the
Scotch Plains Library. Above is his creation the parakeeet “Peace.”

seaboard, but he never stopped sketch-
ing. Throughout the years his portrai-
tures of teenage heartthrobs were
published numerous times in teen
magazines. He has also designed busi-
ness logos and is currently in charge

of outside sales with long-time friend
and business owner Bruce Campbell
of the Party Stop/Costume Corner.

Mr. Sector got the inspiration for
Peace, the trustworthy winged char-

REHEARSAL…The Westfield Community Band rehearses for its first annual
spring concert, which took place last Sunday, April 2.
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Courtesy of Sally Beckwith
Alfredo Silipigni at left
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