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Family Magazine Wins 14
Awards for Excellence

MOUNTAINSIDE –
Mountainside’s Family magazine,
publication for parents in Morris,
Union, Essex, Middlesex, Monmouth,
and Mercer counties, has won 14
awards for editorial and design excel-
lence in a competition with similar
publications across the United States,
Canada, and Australia.

The awards were announced in
Philadelphia on March 4 at the con-
clusion of the annual convention of
Parenting Publications of America,
an umbrella organization for 120 na-
tional and international magazines
and newspapers written exclusively
for regional markets. The competi-
tion recognizes excellence in jour-
nalism, photography and design with
gold, silver, and bronze awards in 51
categories in three circulation divi-
sions. The University of Missouri
School of Journalism coordinated

judging for the competition.
Family magazine, based in

Mountainside, was the brainchild
Cindy Mironovich and Farn Dupre in
1991. The young moms each worked
out of the attics in their homes, writ-
ing and producing Union County
Family and actually delivering their
first few issues to preschools, pedia-
tricians’ offices, Ys and other child-
friendly establishments in their own
cars.

Over the years, they expanded to
publish Morris County Family, Essex
County Family, and Central Jersey
Family and welcomed associate pub-
lisher Bonnie Vohden as a third part-
ner. The three women remain inde-
pendent owners of Family. The free
magazine, also on the web at
njcountyfamily.com, is currently pub-
lished eight times per year, but it will
go monthly in 2007.

ARTISTIC EXCELLENCE…Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, center, and Jane
Francz, New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Board of Trustees member, congratu-
late Dr. Ted Schlosberg, founder and executive director of the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts, on the 35th anniversary of the Westfield Summer
Workshop. This year the program will be held from Tuesday, June 27 to Friday,
July 28 at Edison Intermediate School.
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Inside Man: Out
And Out Entertaining

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

Inside Man, while scintillatingly
informing us once again what a con-
summate filmmaker Spike Lee is, also
thrillingly reminds why we became
enamored of the movie-going experi-
ence in the first place. A good film
will do that to you. And this savvily
written bank heist yarn, starring
Denzel Washington, Clive Owen and
Jodie Foster, is a good one.

Mention The Usual Suspects (1995)
or L.A. Confidential (1997) in the
same breath as this cat-and-mouser
and you won’t be terribly out of line.
Chinatown (1974) may be pushing it.

All the same, Mr. Lee will have you
puzzled at each exciting turn. Only
your cousin Arnie, whose claim to
guessing the outcome of Prizzi’s
Honor (1985) has never really been
substantiated, will figure out the end-
ing.

Detect a challenge? Good. You’re
in sync with the spirit of the film and
on the way to fully enjoying Inside
Man’s neatly plotted tale.

It starts off as your everyday, New
York City bank robbery. But then the
term “perfect crime” starts creeping
into the dialogue.

Of course Denzel Washington’s
Detective Keith Frazier, played with
the movie star’s usual authority and
verve, will have none of that garble.
First of all, the seasoned gumshoe
doesn’t believe in the notion. Sec-
ondly, he needs this case to divert
suspicious eyes. There’s the matter of
a missing $140,000 from a previous
bit of police work.

This is certainly his opportunity.
What’s more, it presents itself almost
immediately. Shortly after master-
mind Dalton Russell (Clive Owen)
and cohorts, dressed as painters, barge
their way into the Manhattan Trust
and take hostages, the mayor of New
York (Peter Kybart) and powerbroker
Madeline White (Jodie Foster) come
calling. Detective Frazier is to extend
whatever cooperation Ms. White may
need. Hey, it’s the mayor.

As Alice (in “Wonderland”) once
opined, things get curiouser and
curiouser. Not only is this a rather
strange request, but now the bank
robbers aren’t exactly acting like bank

robbers. Something else seems to be
afoot.

Granted, they ask for the perfunc-
tory bus to take them to the custom-
ary 747, but then don’t seem to press
the matter. Whereas it’s rote proce-
dure for hostage negotiators like
Frazier to stall the perpetrators, in
this case it’s the crooks who are play-
ing for time. Further fueling the fires
of speculation, though the police don’t
yet know it, the self-styled comman-
dos have now made all the hostages
don jumpsuits identical to their own.

We aren’t quite transported back to
the Saturday afternoon cliffhangers
of our youth, but it’s refreshing to be
nonplused at the hands of deviously
creative minds. Adding to the total
experience, Spike Lee does consider-
ably more than just fake us out. Trust
the auteur of Do The Right Thing
(1989) and Bamboozled (2000) to
supply an edgy, sociopolitical lilt to
the doings.

Threading through his anxiety-
causing chess game is more than one
acerbic dig at the American caste
system, Spike’s usual subjective look
at various types and ethnicities, and
an astutely cynical take on power.
The atmosphere is thick with it, espe-
cially as it centers on Madeline White.

Yet, along with the ready observa-
tion that Lee has proficiently invaded
the mainstream, it’s heartening to see
that he has not crossed this threshold
without bringing along his favorite
bits of cinematic baggage. Trade-
marks glitteringly litter the scenario.
And he imparts them with notable
aplomb, puckishly assuring us via
implied whisper that he hasn’t lost
sight of his original goals. They’re
just packaged a little fancier.

Looking back at the filmmaker’s
promising start and now flipping for-
ward, it’s apparent this movie is a
celebration. It’s the rip-roaring junc-
ture in an American success story,
told in the protagonist’s uncompro-
mising terms. In that respect, Inside
Man is Spike’s coming out party.

* * * * * * *
Inside Man, rated R, is a Universal

Pictures release directed by Spike
Lee and stars Denzel Washington,
Clive Owen and Jodie Foster. Run-
ning time: 129 minutes

SPFHS Music Groups
Receive Gold Rating

SCOTCH PLAINS –Two Scotch
Plains Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) Music Groups, The
Moonglowers and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Jazz Ensemble each re-
ceived a Gold Rating at the re-
cently completed New Jersey In-
ternational Association for Jazz
Education (NJIAJE) State Jazz
Ensemble Region Qualifying Au-
ditions.

Among individual winners were
outstanding soloists Steve Voelker on
saxophone and Alex Russo on piano.
Comprising the outstanding saxo-
phone section were Steve, Megan
Kelly, Ryan Sharkey, Thomas
Ventura, Jon Kosenick, and Allison
Hoynes O’Connor.

The Moonglower also won for out-
standing rhythm section with the com-
bination of Jon DiFiore, Peter
Robinson, Alex Russo, Alex
Cvetovich, Jimmy Kavinski, Andrew
Wong, Harry Stuppler and Travis
Schwartz.

The group will next compete in the
state championships to be held in
early April. Directed by Vincent

Turturiello, The Moonglowers are the
oldest jazz band in New Jersey, hav-
ing started in 1936 and for many
years used to play for the high school
proms and during lunch in the cafete-
ria.

They practice every morning from
6:45 to 7:30 a.m. and have placed in
the top five bands in New Jersey for
the past 20 years. They were selected
as the best band in New Jersey in
2001 and have been selected the top
high school jazz band in Union
County for the past 25 years.

They have also been selected as the
outstanding jazz band at the national
festivals of music 18 times and nu-
merous members of the Moonglowers
have gone on to be professional mu-
sicians. They were also selected as
the best band in the tri-state area in
the McDonald’s High School jazz
band competition in 1990-1991.

SPFHS will be hosting the NJIAJE
State Jazz Band Finals on Friday and
Saturday, April 28 and 29. Friday will
showcase the top nine bands through-
out the state and Saturday is reserved
for the next best nine bands.

WF Orchestra to Present
‘Stars Of Tomorrow’ At HS
WESTFIELD – On Saturday, April

22, at 8 p.m., Westfield Symphony
Orchestra will present “Stars Of To-
morrow” at Westfield High School.
The concert brings together the
Westfield Symphony, New Jersey
Music Teachers Association and
Westfield High School.

The performance will be a celebra-
tion of youth in the arts, an integra-
tion of orchestral professionals into
the fabric of the music program at
WHS and the highlighting of New
Jersey’s most talented instrumental
performers through the Concerto
Competition of the New Jersey Mu-
sic Teachers Association.

The Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra and the WHS Concert Choir (di-
rected by William Matthews) will
join together in performing
Beethoven’s Choral Fantasy for solo
piano, chorus and orchestra. This
marks WHS Concert Choir’s debut
in the 25-year history of WSO, and
serves as a backdrop for an integra-
tion of the choir’s study activities
with seasoned professional musi-
cians.

The WSO and the WHS Chamber
Orchestra (directed by Raymond
Wojcik) come together, in a calibrated
collaboration, for a performance of
Handel’s Royal Fireworks. The con-

cert also serves as a foundation for
the student’s activities by sharing of
their work throughout the year with
professionals in a public setting.

The New Jersey Music Teachers
Association is the NJ Chapter of the
largest national organization repre-
senting private teachers. Each year,
NJMTA holds a Concerto Competi-
tion selecting three winners from the
three competing age categories. These
three winners are to be featured in
this performance with the Westfield
Symphony Orchestra. The senior win-
ner will share the stage with WHS
concert choir in the performance of
Beethoven’s Choral Fantasy. The
winners of the youngest and interme-
diate age categories will perform with
the WSO during the concert.

The WSO will close the concert
with Kodaly’s “Dances of Galanta,”
a musical celebration building to fe-
verish pitch.

Tickets for the April 22 perfor-
mance cost between $25 and $60.
Discounts are available for students,
senior citizens and groups. Tickets
may be purchased directly from the
WSO office, 224 East Broad Street,
or by calling the box office at (908)
232-9400. For further information,
call (908) 232 9400, or e-mail
wso@westfieldsymphony.com

CHORAL PRESENTATION…Mountainside’s Christine Rosivack, far right, is
a member of the New Jersey Youth Chorus who recently completed a winter
season including two performances at New Jersey Performing Arts Center
(NJPAC) with the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra and Canadian Brass. They
are now fine tuning their spring repertoire for performances which will include,
among others, a concert with Young Peoples Chorus of New York City on
Saturday, April 8, hosting the Anderson Area Children’s Choir and Youth
Chorale from Indiana in a joint concert at Chatham United Methodist Church on
Saturday, April 22 and a trip to Denver, Colo. in June to participate in the “Sing
a Mile High Festival” sponsored by Young Voices of Colorado.

‘Festival of Famous Poets’
Brings Bards Back to Life

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series will celebrate National
Poetry Month with a “Festival of Fa-
mous Poets” on Friday, April 21, at
7:30 p.m. in the Kuran Arts Center on
Watson Road in Fanwood, adjacent
to Fanwood Borough Hall.

Contemporary poets dressed in
period costumes will portray poets
from various eras of literary history.

The famous poets include Queen
Elizabeth I (Adele Kenny of
Fanwood), Walt Whitman (Tom
Plante of Fanwood), Anne Sexton
(Deborah LaVeglia of Cranford),
Gwendolyn Brooks (Gwen Samuels
of Rahway), Gerard Manley Hopkins
(Rev. Alex Pinto of Clark), Emily
Dickinson (Amanda Berry of
Garwood), Arthur Rimbaud (Adam
Fitzgerald of South Brunswick), Wil-
liam Butler Yeats (John McDermott

of Cranford), Robert and Elizabeth
Barrett Browning (William J.
Higginson and Penny Harter of Sum-
mit), Dylan Thomas (Joe Weil of
Cranford), and Lord Byron (R.G.
Rader of Passaic).

The master of ceremonies will be
Robert Chang, portraying Chinese
poet Li Bai. The distinguished cast
brings a wide range of recognition in
the field of poetry to their roles.

The Festival of Famous Poets is
open to the public and admission is
free. An open reading will follow the
featured poets. Audience members
who attend in costume are invited to
read one poem by the poet they’ve
chosen to portray (costumes are re-
quired for the open reading only).
Refreshments will be served. For more
information, call (908) 889-7223 or
(908) 889-5298.

DiFrancesco said.
Current trends in interior paint ap-

pear to reflect customers embracing
color.

“There used to be a lot of ‘I want
off-white,’” Mr. Teller reported. “Now
it’s bright or dark colors like strong
greens. People are even tinting their
ceilings.”

“Brown was big last year,” Mr.
DiFrancesco said. “Now it’s the earth
tones like sage greens and taupes. But
red is also still popular.”

“Golds, khakis, reds and some yel-
lows seem to be the trend,” Mr.
Andrews said.

When you first walk into the store
and view the thousands of swatches
before you, choosing the perfect color
can seem a bit overwhelming.

“Paint should be the last thing you
choose for a room,” Mr. DiFrancesco
said. “Get your fabrics, your rugs and
your window treatments. Bring those
swatches with you to our store.”

“Tell us know what you have in
mind,” Mr. Andrews added. “We know
which colors work, which don’t and
how they present on a wall.”

“Think about what is already in the
room,” Mr. Teller said. “Bring pieces
in with you if you can.”

I am now the proud owner of about
a dozen shades of yellow paint that
collect dust in little sample jars and
cans in my basement. But when I’m
warmly greeted by the Benjamin
Moore Yellow Lotus #2021-50 on my
bedroom walls, the sampling process
was completely worth it. My only
complaint is that it really doesn’t make
me feel any better about my alarm
clock going off in the morning.

Do you have a home or garden
question you’d like to see answered

Local Residents Sing
In Masterwork Chorus

AREA – On Saturday, April 29, at
8 p.m., the Masterwork Chorus will
present a concert for chorus and brass
that imagines the apocalypse and be-
yond to a new heaven. Led by Music
Director Andrew Megill, Masterwork
will perform “And I Saw a New
Heaven,” at the Presbyterian Church
of Madison, 19 Green Avenue, Madi-
son.

Singing in the chorus are Scotch
Plains residents Ann DeCamp and
Anastasia Carumpalos and Westfield
resident Richard Barker.

The concert encompasses works
by the great early- and mid-20th-
century composer Paul Hindemith,
and by other 20th-century composers
Stephen Paulus and Edgar Bainton,
as well as uplifting African-Ameri-
can spirituals. Tom Cunningham will
again be the pre-concert lecturer at 7
p.m. Tickets are $20; the students and
seniors in advance: $15; student rush:
$5. Call Masterwork at (973) 455-
7008 or visit www.masterwork.org.

WF Theater Creates Magic

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONCE UPON A TIME…Students take center stage at the Edison Intermediate
School in Westfield for the recent production of Once Upon a Mattress directed by
Michael Altman and musical director Ken Horn. Eighth-grader Diana Rogut
played bass and Bobby Steinfeld, a seventh grader, took on the responsibility of
percussion.

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – It’s easy to be a
micromanager or try to do things your-
self. In theater, it takes a director with
supreme confidence to let go of every
little aspect of a production to allow
students to complete tasks to make
the magic.

Enter Michael Altman from the
Edison Intermediate School in
Westfield and his philosophy of the-
ater. “I have incredible kids, parents
and fellow staff members who can
help do all of it,” he says.

And this director’s not kidding. Just
look at his recent show Once Upon a
Mattress produced March 24 and 25
in the Thomas A. Edison Intermedi-
ate School auditorium.

Director Altman was thrilled to hear
this was going to be an article about
the behind-the- scenes people. “Now
that’s my idea of a great story,” he
enthused.

On that Thursday, the whole school
was psyched for the weekend’s pro-
duction. Joan McCarthy, receptionist
and switchboard operator at the middle
school, gushed when I called to make
an appointment with the director.

“You should see the costumes,”
she said of the production. “I’m not
used to seeing the girls all dressed
up in long gowns and dresses. They
twirled down the hall when they
first tried them on,” said Mrs.
McCarthy.

Supportive moms got into the be-
hind-the-scenes act. After school, one
staunch supporter delivered a paper
sack of sandwiches from King’s to a
beautiful daughter who told her she
was “the best mom ever.”

Other mothers were stapling last
minute pictures on the impressive
display board of cast and
crewmembers. Westfield Board of
Education President Ann Riegel be-
came merely “Melissa’s mom” dur-
ing that task and fellow cast parent
Susan Bigelow beamed when she
stated, “My son is a knight.”

Samantha Cruz and Rebecca
Romano, eighth graders, shared re-
sponsibilities of co-stage managers.
“This has taught me to be able to tell
people what to do nicely and to get
them to listen to me,” said Samantha.

The girls expressed that doing their
job goes beyond the cliché of the
Judy Garland/Mickey Rooney con-
cept of “Let’s put on a show.”

“We’re all here for the benefit of
the show,” explained Rebecca. “We
are leaders and Samantha and I repre-
sent Mr. Altman and Mr. Horn back-
stage,” she said. The girls have been
trained since sixth grade to know
what to do as stage managers.

Director Altman calmed would be

divas and nervous leading men who
had last-minute requests or questions.

Friend of Mr. Altman, choreogra-
pher Gina Rosenfarb, worked with
student dance captains Tara Wyant
and Lauren Posluszny. The young
girls are part of an after school club
that Mrs. Rosenfarb advises. “I love
working with this age of kids,” she
said, “because I understand them and
try to make dancing fun for them.”

Music director Ken Horn also
knows the benefit of working with
middle school students who are filled
with enthusiasm and energy. “The
payoff is when it all clicks with the
kids and we see the joy of performing
on their faces.”

That joy must be long-lasting. Pe-
ruse a playbill of the Westfield High
School productions to see that many
of the middle school teens go on to
participate again in theater.

The lights went down in the audito-
rium for the Thursday dress rehearsal.
Backstage, nerves jangled and anxi-
ety levels bubbled over as the stu-
dents awaited Mr. Horn’s downbeat
for the overture.

Theater is theater. No matter what
age the cast, crew or audience, magic
prevails. It takes the prestidigitation
of a director like Michael Altman to
pull it off with a little help from his
well-trained students and friends.

First Baptist Concert
To Feature Musical Family

WESTFIELD – The April perfor-
mance of the Musical Club of
Westfield will be held on Wednesday,
April 12, at 3 p.m. at the First Baptist
Church, 170 Elm Street, Westfield.
Included on the program will be vo-
cal and instrumental music, includ-
ing one selection performed by three
members of the same family.

Mezzo-soprano Diantha Clark will
perform Franz Schubert’s Auf dem
Strom. Her daughter, Ashlen Udell,
a freshman studying music at
Montclair State University, will ac-
company her on the piano. Joining
them on French horn will be Ms.
Clark’s son, Nathanael Udell, who is
a member of the Junior Musical Club
of Westfield.

Tomoko Harada, pianist, will per-
form the first movement from Ludwig
van Beethoven’s “Waldstein” Sonata
no. 21, Op. 53. She will also perform
the “Alborada del gracioso” from
Maurice Ravel’s Miroirs suite.

Suzanne Beeny-Jones, soprano,
will perform several selections, ac-
companied by pianist Mary Beth
McFall. Included on the program will
be Antonio Secchi’s Lungi dal caro
bene, Alessandro Scarlatti’s
Rugidose, o’dorose, Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart’s aria Ah! lo so
from The Magic Flute, and two selec-
tions by Edvard Grieg, including A
Swan and Solvejg’s Song.

A trio comprised of flutist Jenny
Cline, clarinetist George Toenes, and
pianist Mary Beth McFall will per-
form French music. Jacques Ibert’s
Aria will be followed by a transcrip-
tion of Maurice Ravel’s piano com-
position, Pavane for a Dead Prin-
cess.

The chairman for the program is

Virginia Toenes and hospitality will
be provided by the club’s hospitality
committee.

The performance is free and open
to the public. Refreshments will be
served after the program to give those
in attendance the opportunity to meet
the performers. The Musical Club of
Westfield, in its 90th season, offers
scholarships to promising young
musicians who are pursuing a musi-
cal education.

Anyone wishing information about
membership in the Musical Club of
Westfield may call (908) 232-2173.

One of the maestro’s special oper-
atic passions was directing verismo,
an operatic movement that imparts
drama to common characters and
scenes. It was an artistic gift that
helped make the New Jersey State
Opera known worldwide.

Mr. Silipigni’s career as a conduc-
tor spanned the globe, and he ap-
peared with renowned opera compa-
nies in Canada, Mexico, Vienna and
Great Britain, China and the United
States.

The son of Italian immigrants, Mr.
Silipigni was born in Atlantic City
and attended Julliard School of Mu-
sic and Westminster Choir College of
Rider University in Princeton. He
debuted as a conductor at Carnegie
Hall with the NBC Symphony Or-
chestra when he was 25.

Beverly Sills, Placido Domingo,
Roberta Peters and other well-known
opera singers sang for the New Jersey
State Opera under Mr. Silipigni’s di-
rection.

Mr. Silipigni’s musical accomplish-
ments did not go unnoticed by the
country of his origins. In 1999, the
Italian government proclaimed him a
Cavaliere in the Order of Merit of the
Republic of Italy.

Maestro Silipigni leaves behind his
wife, Gloria; two daughters, Marisa
and Elisabetta; one son, Alfred; a
brother, Richard, and two grandchil-
dren.
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Home and Garden
in this column? Send your inquiries
to cstorms@goleader.com.
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acter in his new cartoon series, after
their mutual friend Gary Sobov sadly
passed away.

“Gary was always telling us where
the music was, where the best con-
certs were, and where we should go.
He was like a good director. Peace,
the Madimal that was inspired by
Gary, is like the ‘Rubin Kinkaide’ of
the bunch, in charge, leading the
Madimals along the right path. When
Gary died, I wanted to do something
that would honor his memory, in
someway to glorify God. Gary was a
great guy, and this just seemed to be
right.”

But SectorArt is far from limited to
the Madimals series. Also on display
are pen and ink drawings of rock stars
and other famous faces, as well as
animals in full color– all taken di-
rectly from the Bible. Mr. Sector is
happy to provide the many corre-
sponding biblical verses where the
animals are mentioned. He is also
available for personal sketches – and
unlike other caricaturists, remarked,
“I prefer to accentuate the positive
features of my subjects.”

SectorArt will run through Friday,
April 21.
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